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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION FAO/ERC-57/ 40
OF THE UNITED WATIONS LINITED BDISTRIBUTION
Romoe ORIGINAL s English

EUROFEAN FORESTRY COMMISSTON
S9th Scsgion )

FINAL REPOAT

Introduction

e The Buropean Foresitry Coemmission of the Food and Agriculiure
Orgealzation of ths United Nations held its Ninth Session at FAO Headquariews
in Rome from T to 14 May 1557« The session was Tollowed by a field tour to
study the silvieulturs system and management of Alpine forests, which was.
kindiy-urg&nized by the Italian State Forest Service. h

2 Thirty-seven representatives of seventoen Member Governments
participated as Tollows: Ausiria, Belgium, Demmark, Pinland, France, Germany,
Greoce, ILreland, Italy, Morooco, Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Swoden,
Switwerland, United Kingdom and Tugoslavie. Obzervers were also present

from the United Nations, the Council of Eurcpe, the Buropean Confedoration

of Agriculture and the Internationsl Union of Torest Resesrch Organizations.
Mrs M. Leloup, Director of the Feresiry Division, represcnted the Director-
General of FAO. - '

Mesgagens regretting their inability Vo send reprosentatives were
racolved from Iceland and Luxembourg, end from the Commonwealth Agricultural
Bureaux, the Euvopean and Mediterranean Plant Protection Orgunizaiion, tho
Organization for Buropesan Beonomic Cooperaticn, the Internationsl ILabour
Orgarnizotion, and the United Nations Blucational, Scientifie and Cultuval
Crganizotion.

Appendix I of the report gives a full list of the participantss:

3- The discussiongwore dirooted by the Conmission's Chelrman,

Sir Honry Bercsfordwloirsc (Uhitaﬂ Kingdcm); oxaopt for one daoy whon 1he
mocting was prosided over by tho Firsd Vicow~Chairman, Mr. Jo Keller
{Switzorland)}, owing %6 the femporary indisposition of the Chairman.

Ao The Commission wished to put on record its desp regrot for the loss,
gince its last session, of Messre., H. Oolleaux (Belgium) and S. Duschek
{Austria), who had in the past given muoh of their e¥perience, wisdom and
knowledge to promoio the work of the Commissicn. In tokon of their gorrow,
2ll the participanits stood for o minubte in gilencsa

Be . In the course of ite deliberations the Commission was addressed by
the Director-Generel who pointed oul that because of the high development
of forestry in Burope the work of the Commission was of condequence to
peoples all over the worlds He also exprensed satisfsetion that one of the
first schemes to which he had lenl support since teking over the Director-~
Generalship was the Mediterranean Develcpment Project originally advoeated

FAO/57/5/3752 -



by the Joint EFC/NEFC Sub-Commission onm Hediterrancan Forsstry Problems. .

A survey of the general economic possibilities of the-Eastern-Mediterranedn. .
countries would first be made and the results submitted to the next ‘mession
of the FAQ Conference to see whether and how this integrated development
scheme could be implemented, with Torestry as its rightful baszis.

The Director-CGeneral ceonsiuded by affirming his Dhelief in the
importance of foredtry to the world, sspecially to those countries which
in the past have neglected forests and carried out their destructicn
relentlosaly, in many cases changing entirely the physical charactﬂrlstlcs
of the countries.

6 The Commissicn was also addressed by the observer of the Council
of Burope, who &tréssed that collaboration betwsen the two Organizations .
wad already very effective at the Secretariat level.,. He informed the
delegates that a report on the forestry situation in Burope preparsd by
the Agriculture Commission had recently been unanimously approved by the
Consultative Assembly of the Council of Burope and was being studied by
the Ministers of the Council's Member Govérnments.

7. The Chairman and the Dirsctor of the Forestry Division welcomed in
particular the delegate of Morceco, this country being represent@d for the
flrst tlme at a 2¢ssion of the Comm1551on -

“8n The worklng papers prepared or reproduc@d by the Secretariat for.
this session are listed in Appendix 2,

Adoption of the Agenda

9 . Ths prov151ona1 agenda drawn up by the Secretariat in ‘consultation
with the Ghalrman was approvrd witheut chanQOso

App01ntmenﬁ of Rapporteur

10, Mr. W.As Osara of Finland was appointed Rappoerteur for the session.

Review of Activities of Subsidiary Rodies

11, The Commission, book note of- the report of the Fllth Sevslon of the
Joint EFG/NEFC Sub~Commission on Mediterranean Porestry Problems (Sllva "
Mediterranea) and heard an oral statemont by its Chairman, Mr. A. Pavari

of Italy. -Delegates expressed satisfaction with the work accomplished

and wished to put on record their thanks $o the Direction Générale des

Taux et Foréts of France for the hObplta11+y afforded to the Sub-Commission,
the arrangements made in connection with the session and the field tour, and
for the publication of the proceedings which would take plaee in the near
futuren

12, A report on the work of the EBFC Working Party on Torrent _Control and
Protection from Avalanches was presented by its Secrbtary, Mr. T, Frangois
_(PAO), whe referred in particular %o the Working Party!s Third Session held
in Yugoslavia at the kind invitation of that Government, and to the action
being taken jointly by the FAC Agriculture and Foresgtry Divisions in the
realm of soil conservation, torrent control and watershed management,
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CAfter taking note of the report mentioned above and cxpressing
gatisfaction with the work acceomplished to date by the Working Party, the
Coummission proceeded with a therough discussion of the effecis of foroest
cover on so0il conservation, stream flow and floods. It was recognized
that ths problem differg from placc to place in accordance with local
cilmatic and terrain conditions, and that thorough studies have already
beor carried out in certain countries but there was clear neged for more
work and more rosearch to bring about additional concrets evidence as to
the beneficial influence of forcst cover. Delcgates stressed that not
only gquanilty but alsc guality of the water should be taken into account
when Jjudging the relative efficiency of different vegetative covers in a
given Watershod5 as well as their offect in preventing soil erosion. In.
addition, the important social problems related to afforecstation activities

ought not to be overloockod.

The Commission recommended: that the Dirsctor—~Censzral should invite
Member Governments to provide forest research stations with the necessary
facilities to pursue.investigations into this problem, which is of :
paramount importance to the entire economy of the countries concerned.
It was reckoned that tho expenses to carry out such research would be
heavy, but it was also felt that comsideradble expenditure in this field
was justified because of the great importance of discovering the best
methods of conserving soil and water, two of the world's mogt important
natural resources, which were so often allowed to go to waste,

-In order to evaluate present knowledge and ldentify existing gaps on
whioch futurc roscarch should be focussed, tho Commission recommended that +the
‘Soerctariat shouid colloet all available deocunontation ond informstion on this
topic in preparation for a general conferonce, on soll and wotber conserwation
and use, which the Director-General should convene at an appropriate time,
inviting forcsdors, agrioulturists as well ag range menogement toechnicians o
atbend,. The main themo to be dobated by the Conference should relate To - -the
physical, economic and social aspeots of sound land use.

Pending results of further research, which of necessity would be-
of a very long-term nature, it was the Commission's view that afforastatloﬂ
of catchment areas remained the most efficient means of checking surface
run—off, proventing soil erosion and regulating stream flow, especially in
Medlﬁerranean OOUHtrLGSo

13, The Gommlmslon took note of the report of the Pirst Session of the
Joink FAO/EGE Committee on Forest Torking Technigues and Training of Forest
Workersg, held in December 1955 at the kind invitation of the Government of
France, and heard an oral statoment by the Committee's Chairman, Mr. H.G.
Winkelmann (Switzorland), on the.work .performed since +hat -date.

Satisfaction was expressed by the Commissicon with the great amount
of work accomplighed to date, which was due in great part o the Committee 's
mebhods of work based on a number of specislized study groups, to the
unflagging cooperation of Member Governments which very generously made
available their research facilities and specialists in order to foster the
Committec's work, and to the close collaboration with other specialized

FAO/57/5/3752



agencies such as ILO, Tribute was paid in this oconnection fo the ILO
Scholarship Scheme, which is already in full swing, and the Commisgion
recommended that the Director-General should invite ILC o continue to
sponsor ‘this most useful scheme and possibly to enlarge it as sooh =s

fundg become availablec.

A pumber of delegates spoke, pointing out that the outcome of the
Committee's work had been of great use in overcoming some of the problems
facing their own governments, especlally with regard to shortage of man~
powsr for forest work,

_ The effect of the cost of labour on the price of finished and somi-
finished forest products had been given particular attention by the
Toonomic Commission for Turope at 14w lagt session recently concluded at
Geneva, when it also stressed the urgent need for improving the working
and living conditions of forest workers and for increasing the safety of
forest work. The Commission concurred with the views expressed by ECE
and underlined the fact that the mechanization of forest operations.
through the incressed use of power saws and aerial cableways might bring
about greater productivity and consequently cheaper production cosés in
mountainous as well as other regions. BEssgential to the development of
mechanization is 1mproved training of workers and the action taken by
the Committee in thls field was highly commended.

The Commlttee was 1nv1ted to pursue its work energetically with
regard to the bundling of smeli-dimension timber, owing %o the great
dmportance for many Member Governments of finding more ratlonal methods

T of handling  this type of timber in order to reduce haulage and transporistion
expenses. In many cases these constztuto the llmltmng factor 1n the wider
use of small~dimension wood, ‘ :

14n The Commission took note of ﬁbb reports of the Elrst and Second
Sessions of the Joint FAO/HCE Working Party on Forest and Forest Products
Statistics and heard an oral statement by its Chailrman, Mr. J. Keller
ISwitzarland), who drew attention to the many problems assigned to the
Working Party by its parent bodies that had not yet been tackled.

The Commission expressed =zatisfaction with %hg work accompllshed
t0 date and endorsed the relevant views of the ECE Timber Committes,
recorded at ite Fourteenth Session, that, while the Working Party was not
c0 be given a permanent status, it should continue in existence until it
had ¢omploted ¢conglderation of the préblems sllotted o 11;a

Rov1eW'of National Progress Reports on Forastry

15, Although in genéral rather short, the natlonal progress reports
~submitted by Member Governments 4o this session of %he Commigsion revealed
some intoresting features. LEfforts of Member Governments in the field of |
forestry were. indicated as being directed more and more towards (i)
afforestation, aid least in the countries of central and southern hurcpe,
conzilderable areas bheing plantad to poplar&° {(ii) the promotion, in nearly
all countries, of the private "“small woodland" and, more generally, towards
the integration of private forcsiry into the natlonal forest economy, and
(iii) increased productivity by increased efficiency in logging operations and
‘by the setting up of new Tactories to absorb those forest products that
hayve until now been wmore or less discarded by industry.
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16, Chegislation and Adminlstration. The Coummission heard statements

by several delegates on the action $asen or being taken by their respective
governments to -adaplt forest legislation to current needs: snd conditlons,
threugh a revision of existing laws vr cpactment of special legislation

for specific purposes, such ag the special law for Calabria (Italy)

relating to oxtraordinary watershed management works to be carried out

over a poriocd of 12 years, and which includes financisal provisions for
regesrch, technical assistance and training of workers. The Commission

also took note that a numbser of Member Governments have taken steps to
sirengthen or reorganize their Forest Sepvices. I% commended this alertness
to adjust leglslation,and the means for its implementaticon, that is forest
adminigtrations, to changing conditions as evidence of the increasing
interest of goversmments in the role that forestry can play in the development
of national eccnomies,

Control of the origin and cuality of forest seed and planting stock
was reported to the Commissiocn as belng pursued or initiasted in sevoral
vountries in variocus ways. The Commissicn tock note with satisfaction
that this very important guestion is now being given due consideration
not only by science, as was the case in the past, but also by practice,
and . that relevant legislative measures arc being taken in a number of
countries. Censequently, it rocommendet that the Birector-General
ghould draw the attention of Membor Governments to the great imporiance
of an efficlent conirol of the origin and quality of forest sced and
planting stock to avold serious mistakes in establishing new forests and,
in particular, skould urge thoge governments which at present have no such
control to take appropriats muasurss ag socn as poessible to remedy the '
gituation. ' '

17, The Commiggion discussed at length provlems facing small woodlands
in Burope on the basils of a Secretariat. note summarizing the information
gubmitted to the Commission for ifte last three gegsions or otherwiss
available to the Sscretariat. A uvseful sxchange of idoas toock place
between the wvarious delegations, which confirmed once again how witel these
problems are to Eurcpean forestry.

Buropean governments, 1t wes acknowledged, recognize the great
advantages for farmera to have woodlots of a cortain size closely linked
to the farm economy. In mosi cases the governmental policy Is to Integrate
small woodlands, including farm woodlots, into the gensral forest economy
of the country. If such an inlegratlon lg to yleld frultful resulta,
agriculiure and forest development will have to go hand in hand and not be
planned separately, as is often ths case at present. FPrivate forests, and
especlally farm forests, suffer considerably from the prosent state of
affaire, as extraordinary expenses or heavy invesiments in agriculture arve
all too often made at the expense of farm woodlots through overcutting.
Therefore, the Comnisgsicn recomiended that the need for the coordination
of agriculture with forestry should be brought to the attenticn of Member
Governments by the Director-General as developments in elthor of these
fields have immediate repercussions on the other, and advocated closer
pooperation on this auestion betweon fhe Buropesn Confederation of
Agriculture anéd the Comwission itself, Tt alsc reguested that the
Director=Gencral should ensure that this problem is tackled by the FAO
Agriculture and Forestry Divisions in close coullaboratione

FAQ/57/5/3752



- -

In gplte of the widely difforent problems roelating o small woode
lands that confront Member Governmonts, the Commigsion agreed thot fhe
following measures, Lf taken, wight bring about considerable lmprovement in
the situation in the 'majority of the Buropban cournirioss o

{4) Crention of Toressd groups, syndicates, cooperatives or sceieliocs
(in accordmnce with local logislation) te avoid further fragmentativd of
forosl holdings and enccurage tho ceongolicdation of exigiing fragnoented
holdings into occonomic units tc bo subjocted to intorsive managomonte

(i1) Creation of similar cooderwiives for tae afforcsbation of
morginal land, and the intor-elanting of quickegrowing spocics in derolict
woodlands, o

(iii) Eotaolishmont of plantaticns with guickmgrowing spoeics outsgide
tho forost proper. ‘ o

(iv) Gonverglion of coppices into high forvsts 4o onable ths producﬁion
of much moro valuable wood categorios other than fuclwood,

(v) Cluser cocperation botween agriculture and Torest scrvices advising
LANNST S, .

(vi) Botter tcehnical training of foresh ownors with speoial weférence
50 silviculturc, felling, grading and transport onsralions.

(vii) More finenoiol oid to be given %o private forost owners by
Lag Btotc in tho form of subvonticng, Loang or spocial fundsg (in thism
cormection, the Comalsslon wished Vo drew attontlon in particular to the-
losn system of the Fonds Forostior Natlonal of Srance o help owaors pay
inhoritance taxes without hoving to eut or sell part of the inheorited forest,
to the anticipation ayston for newly-cstaoblished plantations adopted in
Meroceo, uand to tho Norweglan and Swodisgh syetem of iluvestment funds),

(viii) Dovelopment of Low-prenium insurnneo policics againet firowm,
peatbs, diseascs and other Loresgt calami-<ios, B
(ix}. Crontion of forost ownors' ossociations whenever poussible of
who typos oxisting In Nothern Burove, which have ae for proved Lo be vory
effcotive in sclving muny of tho probloms confronting small private forogh
owners in procitically oll nombers ecuntrics,

At tho ‘ond of iis thorough discussion; the Comnigeion rocommended
that thz Dircetor-tGonoral should Lnvite Membor Govornmonts:

{3) to intensify Hhe cxehange of inTommaticn Lotweon the scrvices
concerned in order to premote tho luplomentation of the mecusures
1isted obove, espscially, if possible, fhrough the organization
of short figld tours t¢ gtudy on the spet she problems of enall
woodlends, in which foresters as well og agriculturists should
rariicipaies ‘
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(11} to roport regularly to the Commisgion in the national progress
reporty on foregiry the progress achieved with regord to the
developmont of small woodlands (a special scciion should bo
embodiced by the Seorciariat in the relevant questionnaire,
drawing attortion to those points of particular intercst to the
Commigsion),

The Dircctor-Generoi wag also invided to considor publishing a short
study in Unosylva on tho prosont situntion of small woodlands in Burope and
the policios applicd o thom, This study should be bosod on the documentation
uged by the Secretariat o propare the notec mentioncd at the beginning of this
chapter, the information given on the subjeot during the discussion at this
session, and on any other information that the Sceretariat may he able to collect.

It wag Tinally suggegtod that the Dircctor—General should ask the
Eurcpean Cenfederation of Agriculture for the results of their investigation
on forest daxation Bystoms, which should be of intorcst to the delegates if
circulatod,

18, Im@rovoﬁent in the guality snd increase in the quantity of wood produccd.

The reports of thoe Pifth and Sixth Session of the EFC Working Party on
Afforestotion and Reforegtaticon were prescented by tho Chairnen,
Mr. W.N. Plym Forshell (Sweden) and commonted upon by the Rapportour,
Mr., J. de Vaissidre (Franco). The Commission book this opportunity of
addressing its good wishes for a spoedy recovery to the Working Partyis
Vice=Chairman, Mr, L. Funicielle (Italy), and of thoanking thé Dirccteur
Général dem Eapux et Forlts of Frunce for the arrangemonts made in conncction
with the Working Party's Fifth Session and the subscquont field tour. It
took note with gratification that the proceedings of the sossion and tho
documontation assembled on that occasion and for the field tour, will shortly
be published in printed from by the French Goverament and sent to momber
countrics, The Commission folt that this was a vory wsoful undortaking that
will greatly help the Working Party in its future worlks

‘ From the roport of tho last sossion of the Working Party, the
Commigsion wished to stress thot afforcestation oporations, after having
renched o certain limit, oncountoered some difficultige of an accidental nature
(bod climatic conditions, lack of sccd and planting stock, unfavourable

Ilocal politiecal circumsionces) or of o morc pormanent charncter (lack of land,
unfavourable agrarian structure, lack of capital, oquipment, skilled personnecl
and MmanpoweT ) . - '

In view of the inercasing demonds for forest produce, particularly
ag regards pulpwood, the Comission fully ondorsed the recommondation of the
Working Party that the Dirvoctor—=Goneral should invite Momber Governments to
toke all necossory stops o overcome the difficulties monticned above in ordor
to aveld a slowing down cof forcst oxtension and rostoration works., In this
contoxt of rising demand for forost produce, the Commission asked the Working
Party to place on the aggenda for its next session an item relating to the
cultivation of quick-growing wood trecs in plantations outside the furest,
other than poplars and cucalypts which are being studiced by other bLodies.
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With regord to the lack of lond for forcst oxtonsion, thoe Commission
ook note with intersst of o roport by the Nutural Resources Commitice of
the United Kingdonm on "Forcsiry, Agriculture and Marglnal Lond',

_ The Comoigsion oxprosscd sotlsfaction withthe work accomplishod to
date by the Working Porty nd decideod fthot future stotlsticol information on
new plontations cutside the forest ghould be submitted in the unit of
neasurcoment mest suitoblc to cach individuwl country, Data on alforestation
capenses should indicnte wiether they relote to concrote cuses, represent a
naticnal average, or arc the result of werks accomplished by rescarch
stotions, The cpiunlon was alse volced taat the nuaber of scodlimgs planted
por unit of arca should slso bu given, and that the coat of upkeep should
sovenl ot loast tho first threo years., I order to have long sorics of
conpoarable roturns, the Working Party was reguested 0 wmake all posgidble
cfforts not to change ilts siotlstics in the future, '

The Comaission was informod of tho progrosg made with o study on
afforestation and reforostotlion peliecles, whoge outline it had approved
during a proceding session, In this atudy an attompt will ke made to. wnalyfo
systenatically land utilizotwion problens dhroughout the world., The gront
imporinnce of the subject to be covercd in the study wns stremsed by the
Cormigaion. R S e e

The offorw .of the Govermment of the United Jingdom to be host in the
spring of 1958 4o the Soventh Scssion of tho Working Party and to crganize
o Lield tour te study the place of forestry in sound land usc, wos acuoptod
by tho Commission with great appreciation. The Dirscior—{encral was invited
to fix the detes after congulteation wish the Working Porty's Choirman and
the host government, when o formal invitation had beoon rocoivad, :

19, The Conmigsion roviewed the situwation with rogord to peste and disoages
as they effcctod the Buropean foresits sinco the last scssion and drew ths
following conclugions

The domage coused by deer has boecn serious ir scoveral contmal and -
orthern Buropean coun‘ries, where stulies wore undurioken to find a romedy,
Monnwhile trhe only possibilities scemod to conslst of fencing and the croeation
ol zmn r srounda for bc\.mo right in the foresis. Cooporaticn beltwoen forest
and hanxﬂng assoclations! 1uunor1ties was ctasldeored instrunental to keop
numbers of gome of reasonable levels. '

Myxonntosis has in the past fow yoars reducced conpicderably the rabbit
vopulation in wony countrics, but its yirulonce soums now shorply deelining.
ime gpread ¢f this disense has been very benoficinl From the forestry point
of view in all ccunirics where the rabbit was a scrious pesi, roducing the
nacd for fencing of noewly-cstoblished plantations and thus decreasing congliderably
vlonting costs, and cnabling the forest $o re—cstobligh itsolf noilurally in
many creas. No Gofinitive comclusions as to she futare development of tho
{iseasc coan be drawn as yei, and the Commission rocommended that the Dirvector
Gororal should reguest to comunicate any more rosults of ftneir experience on
myxomatosis 1o the DLLOGtLOH (Géndrnle des Boux et For&ts in Paris, wherc there
ig o specinl organization studying the development of thoe disease., The olitention
of 4ho Commission wag drawn te a publicotion of the Infternaticnal Union fon
the Consorvation of Naturs and Nabural Besources on the consequence 0f the
myxomatosis. ‘ '
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. Amongst the inscete, Tortrix viridona has beoen cousing serious damagoe
in practically all member countries. In gonernl, it ilg the gouthern part of
Burope which suffered more from inscet atiacks, the nogt dmportant of which
wore couged, in addition to the pest mentioned above, by Lymantria digpar,
Maiaccgomg noustria and Thaunetopoea pythioccampa. Chemicnl control mothods
of Torcst insect posts arc cxceedingly cxponeive and the effcets of the
ingceticides used on other animal spocles is not yob known for surcs. The
Conmission heard with grest interest o statement by the Fronch delogete on
cxperimonts gtarted in that country to preduce a virug to control Thaumctopoca
pythiccampa and recommended that the Dircctor-Genoroel should invite Momber
Gevernmente to inelude in their futurc progress reperts to the Commission a
special paragraph on the results obtained from roscarch work carriod out om
biclogical control methods of forest insect posts, ospecially by virus.

In the poriod undor roview, throe fungl continucd to be of great
concorn $o Torcgtors in Burcpe, namely Dothichiza populeca, Endotbia paragitica
and Phytophtora infcegtanisgs Bince those porasites were already. the subjoct
of gtudy rcgpectively by the International Poplar Commigsion and the
International Chestnut Commission, no detailod discusslon took place but the
Commission notod with concorn the discovery of the chostnut blight in Eranco,

It was docided thnt tho situation of forecst pests and disgcases should
continue to be roviewed ot futurce sessions. The Commission recomnended that
the Dircetor—Gonoral should invite Membor Governments to submit special detailcd
ropords only on now or previously known pests ond discages of gome poarticular
interest whon results of spocial studios ond rescarch arc availablc, Theose -
reporta should be focussed on the type and offect of domnge and espoeislly on
oontrel and prevontion moihods, :

20, The Comlssion reviewed the situation of forost fireg in Buarope in the
poriod under roview and in tho last five yeoars ond cxprogsed satisTaction with
the good coverage of the sintistics submitted %o date by Member Govornmeonts.

It expresscd the hope thot the fow figures still missing would be sent to the
Boeretariat in the very ncar futurce, so as to omable an analyslis to be prepared
for the next scogsion based on o coaplote coverage of stoatistical data.

The duestion of forced fires statistics was still under consideration.
by the Joint FAO/ECE Working Porty on Forest nnd Poreost Products Statistics
and tho Commiggion thercfore limited itg discussion to the £ollowing poinits.

The most obvicus conclusion thot could be drawn from the available ..
Seyoar gorics was that thore is no distinctive apnual up or down trond
Glscernible, mainly because of the great variation in weather conditions in:
Turopas '

As far as tho causes arc concorned, carclessness and unknown causces
congbituted about one—third cach. The Comiisgion conscquently recommended
thot the Dircetecr-Geoneral should urge Member Governments to pursue thelr
offorts in teachlng the publie to be carceful with open fires in forost arcas,
and to try to docrcaserfurther the number of fires whose couses remain
unknown , this knowledge providing the basis for efficiont forest fire fighting.
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In the course of the discugsions on tho above topic, the Commission
took note of the oxistence of forest Tire insurnnce schemes in scveral member
countrics (Donmark9 Finloand, Wethorlands, Swodon nnd the United Kingdorm).

Scame of these insurances cover not only firo risk but alsco damage by sbdormga,
poste, diseases and other forcest calamitics, The Commission considerod this
to be of great value to help private forest owners and foster private foerestry
throughout the regicn, and recommended that the Director~General should urge
the Governments of those member countries wherce no such insuronce policies -
oiist, to study possible meong of impreving the situntion in the near future,

214 tilizmation of Forcst Productg,. The Commisgsion oxprosscd its
satisfootion with the better coverage of the dats on removal statisgtics and
chort-torm forcensts submitted this yoar by Member Governments., 13 alsq. -
heard stotoments by o Tow delegates who pointed out the great difficultics
of making sound forccosts in those countriecs where a congiderable proportion
of the roundwood production cones from private forests, cspecially small
woodlands, ag in. those cascs the annual cut doponds mainly on the future
market situation,—which is oxtromely difficult o asseses in advance,

The Commission re—affirmed its opinion that removal statistics and
shert-ter forecasts arce of great value to forestors and to the timber industry
and would contribute to groater stability in the roundwood and forest products
market., T3 recommended, thorefore, that the Director—General should continuc
to ask Member Govermmconte to supply relevant figures also Tor future sessions
oi the Commission, maling all possible efforts to give roasonably accurato
catimates for tho immediate future. If this werc not possible, the averngo
of the fellinge for tho last few years should be given together with an
indication ag to whether that level would preosumably be reaghed or gxceeded
in the immediate future, and, if sc, to what extont,

The Commission pointed out once again that an engquiry of this kind will
have increasing value as more and more governments, ilrrogpective of FAO
membership, comply with such a roguest.

22. In the discussion on the progress achicved by Member Governments in

the field of utilimation &f forest products, one striking feature was, in
goncral, the great concern for inercnsed productivity as shown by intensificd
building of forest roods, increascd mechonigation of felling cperantions, bottor
logging and hauvlago equipment, work studices, and increosged use of debarking
nachinosa.

From the induvatrial angle, mention should be made of increased pulp
vroduction capacity in the counitrices of northern Furope and of the adoption
of procdsses pormitting o fuller utilization of small=dimension hardwoods for
pulp production, and the resonroh carried cut on this subject in soveranl
countries, Most striking was the expansion of the fibreboard industry.

Practically all couniries roported o more or legs marked roduction
in the consumption of fuelwood, due not only to the increased use of
altornative fuels but, in some cases, toc considerable improvements made to
wool=burning stoves and other devices.
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23. The Commission hoard with intercst a stotoment by tho Secrotariat on
recont technical advonces in the ficld of wood saccharification and on tho
convergencs of processing coste with & lovel approaching oconomic feasibllity.

v

The cconomic utilization of mixed, unbarkoed, smoll-dimension hardwoods,
with speeial referonce to tronsport and deborking probloms, continucs %o be
of the preatest concorn to sovernl Momber Governments. The Commission thorefore
wishod to put on-record its apprecintion of the work boing accomplished by
the Porostry Division in the Ticld of chemical utilization of wood, and asgked
to be informed of further rclevant progress at future sessions. Moanwbilo, it
Wpow the attontion of the Joint FAO/ECE Committoe on Forcat Working Techniques
to the very imporitant problem of the transport and debarking of small-dimeonsion
hardwoods,

Tho Commission alsc decided that the heading IIL(e) of the outline
for national progress repords on forestry should be ameonded fo read "Smolle
dimengion woodM,’

24, Timber Trade, The Commission took note with matigfaction that the -
prices for fimber had romained falrly steady during the poriod under roeview.

It considerad that stability of prices fopr Tinighed products - within the genoral
ceoncmic structure = will in the long run servo best the interests of foresi
ownersg, a8 wood usgers would hove legs incentive to enploy competitive moteriolsa.
Novertheless, it was recogniged that forest ownors should obtain an cquitable

- return from their 1land.

The above aims could be achieved by two neangs first, a better
norketing orgonization, especilally through negotiationsg between wood producergt?’
and uscrs' associations ultimotely leoding to long-term contracts, 1f possibles
and sccondly, o moro efficlent forest cxploiftation throush the reduction of
cogts of logging and exiraction operations.

25, Labor Questiong. Thoe Commission tock note with concern that the exodus
of forest workers $¢ some other type of lighter and more remunerative work

le still a precccupntion of goversl Member Governments, although efforis had
beoen nade to improve thelr working and living conditions,

It wos urped that the Director—~Gencral should invite Member Governments
to pursue such offorts still further for the sake not only of the forest
worlers but alsc of the forcet and timber industries themsolves, whose future
is jeopardized by lack of gkilled labor, In particulor, their atioention
~»rldl bo drawn to the need for better cducation of worliers through
apprenticoshlip schomes and mord adeguate accident, old-agmc, and sickneoss
insuronce or pension schomese Woges, in addidion, should bo brought into line
with those of industrial workers inscfar ag possiblo,

26, The Dirccior~Goneral wag algo invited to requoet Membor Goveraments
which hove not yet dono so, to reply to the FAO questionnalre on forestry
poerscennel, fromw which it was hoped useful information could be obtained for

policy guldanca.
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27 Bducaticn. To rogord to highor cducation, ithe Commission felt That
the prosent situation may be considored as satisfactory in most member
countries ond that there wos no need for any spocific xecommendation,

However, it wag strosscd that incrcasing attention should be given
to bthe technical training of forest w.orkers and private forest owners and do
tho younger generations. The estoblishment in some countries of school forcets
adopted by pupils, who look after thom and learn the olements of silvicul ture
while ot the same time regord for the forest is instilled into them, woas
considored as an example to be followed by other Membor Govornments.

8. . Reports Trom Membor Govermmonts indicatod thot the producticn of films

on furegiry and forest productg hng considerably ilncroaged in the last few

years covering o very wido rangoe in subject matter, from the protective and
acsthetic values of forest cover to grasing, the use of fortilizers, animal
houlage, mechanimation of logging, care of tools, accident prevention, +4imbor
pregervation, and scceinl problems, The Commigsion feld that there was an

obvicus need for o regicaal catologue of forecetry filng whish should be of ¢
roody refercnce and conform to some internaticnally regognized classification.

It was recommended, therefore, thot the Director~General should request the

Joint FAO/IUFRO Committee on Biblliography to examinoe and adviee on the possibility
of adapting the Oxford Decimal System of Classification for Forestry to a
forcetry film catalogue and possibly what form would be most preferable. The
Joint Committec should also be osked to express an opinlon as to whether forestry
Tilms could in the future be documented in the same way os foresiry literature,
which would moke the future scparate catalogting of forostry films unnecossary.

Tho Commission wished to stress again thoe usefulness for sach Member
Jovernment to oppeint o specinlist in forestry films and recommended that
tht Director—General should ask those which have not yet done go, 0. comply
with this rogquest at the earlicst possible date, '

In view of the applicability of North Amcrican forcstry fiims fo
general conditiong in Eureope, it wos recommended that the Director-General
ghould attempt o obtaln up-to-date information from Uciinda -and-the United
Stotes on their film production.

The Commission felt that a one—lansunge version of the catalogue, if
o trilingual subject=~index wore suppiied, would adequately moet tho needs of
Membor Governmenis. :

29, As for the simplification of despatch and cxchonge of films, the
Commission apzain drow aticntion to the UNESCO-~spongored "Agreement on the
Importotion of Educational, Scientific and Cultural Matericls! to which
aseveral Member Govermments are already contracting stotes or have gigned 1t,
and recommonded that the Director-General should invite the other Member
Jovornmonte also to bocome partles 1o this eprscement a8 soon as possiblas
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30, Research ond Statigtics, From the ropords of Member Covernmonts the
Commission was able o conclude that forest research in general is now

directed Howards increasing product1v1%y, with which trond the Commission

found itself in full agreement, and that groater attontion is beirg given

t0 o wider dlssem1natlon of results. It ook note with appreciation of a
statement by the. delegate of Spain that tho facilities of the Forcst Research
Institute at Madrid, whlch is paying increasing attention to forest and grasing
problems in the semi~arid wrogions, are available on reguest to other Mcmbor
Governments confrented by similar technical difficultles,

The Commission alpo cxpressged saiisfaction with the increasing use
of statisticl mothods which is being wmade in foreatry rogearch in a number

of member countries.

31, Results of New National Forest Inventories. The Commission was pleased
t0 note that ‘the results of national foresd inventorics conducted recently in. .
a Tew member counitries gave clear indlcaticong of the valuable and constructive
work of foresters over the years, as shown by a marked increasc in the growing
.::'bOC-kn

. The attention of the Commission was droawn to a new "continuous"
inventory system, whose advantages should be thordughly investigated by
Member Governments whshing fto underiake a forest inventory. :

The Productive Potential of Furcpe's Forests (medium~tern felling forecasts)

32, The Gommlsslon fully afreed that the availability also medivm=-texm
felling forocasts would be in the interests of 2ll “hosc concerncd with
fTorogt ond timber industries, In view of the inbtam.Copendency of national
timber economies in Burope, such estimates should be cowpiled on a regional
bogis ond the Commission expfcﬂscd ite satiagfacticrn with $the remarksble
coverago of the date assemblod on the topic by the Joint R&Q/ECE'Wbrking
Party on Forest and Forest Products Statistios (Document FAO/IFC-57/26).

33, In spite of an euvisagd decrcasce in felling during the next decadoe

in thoge countries where heavy overcultings wore mode Jduring the war and in
the post—war period to mecet reconsiruction requiremenis, thid redustion

will in the same period be more than offset by 1n0reasad fellingg in othor
countrics, made possible by the past work of forecetvers to 1mprove thelr stands.
In 1965 total fellinpgs arc likely to roach a new peak, while the volume of
industrial wood may exceed the 1950 output by more than 25.per cent. . This .
increasge is 0 be asmcribed also to & greater proporticn of 1ndustr1a1 wood out
of the total which toﬂay‘“ forestry mokes it posszbic to obiain.

34, The Commission wished to congratulate the FAO Forestry Division and the
ECE Timber Division on the closseness of the forecasts for 1960 made in the
study on Buropean Timber Trends and Prospecis with those at present avollable
for the same ysar. It wished to put on reoord that such closeness was the

best Jjustification for fthe FAO Foregtry Diviglion to undertaking assess world
wood supplies and requirements for 1975.

35, The Commission recommended that the Director—General should invite
Wembor Governments to notlfy the Beeretariat of any significant amendments to
the figures reported which might arise from the emergence of now factors. In
subnitting mediwn~term felling forecasts, Member Governments should Turnish full
details of the methods employed in arriving at the estimotes and of the
assumptliong made.
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36, Tt was also agreed that such forccnsts should bo dssembled and
circulatoed at 5=yoar intervals, Sincce, however, the Scerciariat note on this
topic had been made available this yoar teo latc for the delegates to give 1t
due consideration, the Commigsion decided to re-~open discuseion of this
important matiter at its next session. On the samce cccagion the problom of
future supplics of pulpwood b veed on the medium~torm felling forecasty” Wlll

nleo he examined.

Mo Secrotariat woas askaed to complete the covernge of the note mentioned
above, to keep the egtina tesuywto—dute and to eirculate all relevant informattion
to deleogates Bevernl months before the next scssion of the Commission, when

a fuller and more knowledgenble discussion will be poszible.

Current activities and fubture orientation of FAG's work in the region

37 The Commission commended the Forcstry DMvision on the useful summary

of the divisionnl activitieg carricd cut sgince the lnegt Commission's scssion

ag shown in Decument FAO/EFC“5T/305 and oxpregsed the wish that similar reporis
be prepared alsc for its future sessions, It hoped that the Director-~General
woulf take into account views expressed in the report of this present session,
in froming hieg preogrom.of work for the future,

38, " Satisfaction was oxpressed by the Commission with the study tours
organized in the gummer of 1956 ag vart of the UN technical assisiance prOHTamQ
The Director-General wag agked to investigate the possibilities of conducting.
other study tours in the region in the future, especinlly on silviculture,
possibly but not necesgarily under ETAP,

In %his connoot10n9 the Comm1581on Telt that thore was. a need for
poriodical reporting and exchonge of information bhetween Member Governments on
the status ond tronds in the broad field of silviculture and forest managoment,
with porticular emphasis on new tochnicues and developments. 1% was, therefore,
recommended that the Director-General, after consultation with the Member '
Govermments concernsd, sheuld find appropriaste meons of aGCONPIlShlng this
poeriodical reporting and interchange of information.

39, The Commission wished to stress the interest of foresters throughout
the roegion in the resulig of the International Congultoition on Insulation
Board, Hardboard and Particlc Board, convenced jointly by FAO and BCH in carly
1957, and suggested that thoe problems of integrated oporations including the
monufocture of board products, might be taken into consideration as a suitable
t0p10 for discussion during the Fifth World Forestry Congrees,

40, The Director—General wos invited tc circulate tho reports of FAOQ
Technical Pancls and their ﬁubsi&iary hedies, whose work the Conmission
congildered to he extremely voluable, for the information of all Member
Governments.
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4. The vaiue of the discussions that took place ‘during the World
Tucalypntus Conference was underlined by the Commission., With regord o the
Confercnce's recommendation that Working Partics on Ducalypta be set up by
the interegted Regional -Porcsiry Commigsionsg, 1t was acknowledged that the
Working Party on Lucalypt of tho Joint LFC/NEPC Sub-Commigsion on
Mediterranean Forestry Problems already meeis the ncods of the Duropean
rogdlon in this fleld.

42, The Interpational Povlar Commisgion's work was highly commended and -
the Commisesion invited to pursue its important and varied activities, TFull
support should be given to¢ the Commission by FAO,

43,  The Commisgsion discussed tho opportunities thot will be provided by
the Pifth World Foregtry Congress for arousing or renewing public awarcness

of the importonce of the role cf foregts to the cconomic, social and physical
welfare of tho communitics within the rogion. The Commission drew the
attention of Member Governments to its view that preoparations for this cccasion
should inelude the preduction of forest publicity media ~ such as posgtaps
stampg, posters and filme = and the organization of nntional contogias

Winning desigms in national competitions in European countries might be Jjudged
by the CTommission at ite next session. Winning designs for the region might
then be submitted to an international contest to bo held in the course of +the
Congressy winning postage stomp designs could be used for a commemorative
national issue on the occasion of the opening of the Congresss ond films
judged as cutstanding by the Commissicn could be shown during o Film Festival
at the Congress. '

44, The Commission commended the Forestry Division on the varicd and
ugeful publicaitions issued in the poriod under review, and in particular
congratuladed the Director of the Forestry Division on the issgue of the
periodical Unasylva (Vol. 11, No, 2) featuring o swmation of ten years of
PAGts work in forestry,

The Commisgion called on regearch institutions desling with couipment
for forestry ond wood~working industrics %o sond the rosults of their testing
work to the Foresiry Divislion, so that wide publicity might he given to the
rosults achieved, through the moedium perhaps of the FAO Eguipmant Notes, which
arc widely distributed to interested Member Guvernments, agencies and
individuals.

45, Tho Commission recognized that an importont means of helping in the
develomment of forcstry in the region was the provision by goveraments of
‘loang ond grants te private owners. Conseguently the Commission decided that
an apposite item be placed on the apends for its nerd session and recomnonded
that the Director-General should considor having a comparative study made of

the differcnt system adoptcd by several Member Govornmonts.
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Ruleg of Procedure

46, The Commission took note that no substantial modifications of its

Rulcs of Proccdure could be contemplated unitil the cverall guestion of the

gtatusg of FAO bodicg hadboon dofinitively settlod by the FAO Gouncil and Conference
It felt, however, thot whatever decisicns might be takon by iue FAO governing
hodios in this connection, the pericdicity of meotings should be left t0 cach
individunl commission or body to decide in accordance with its own particular
noeds, Conseguently, the Commission decided t¢ mect from now on only every

second year, in the spring of the years in which- seszions of the FAO Conference
are convoned,

A7, In addition, the Commission recommencded thot in its now Rules of
Procedure there should be provisions for the Dirsctor—Goneral to summon, after
consul tution - with the Choirman, special sossions of the Commlsgion to deal
with particularly importont or urpent matters if the occasion should arlse,

Tlection of officers

48, The "Cormission unapimously clected Mr. Alborto M. Camaiti, Dircctor-
General of Mounitaln Beonenmy and Forest of Italy, as its new Choirman for the
coming Iwe years.

Mr. Alf. E. Langsacter (Norway) and ¥Mr. K. Ocdekoven (Germany) were
unenimougly elected First and Second Vice-Chairman, respectively, for the
samne term of office,

49, Orn beholf of all dolegations, Mr. Camaiti congrotulated the retiring
Choirman on the oexecellent ond most toctful way in which he had presided over
the logt two sessions of the Commission.

Dote and Place of next Scsazion

50. The Commission decided that the cxoct dates and place of 14s next seswsion
ghould be fixed by the Director-General after consultation with the Chairman,
in the lighit of tho decisions mentioned under paragraph 46 above.

Tield Toup

51. From 15 to 18 May delepntes wero afforded the opportunity of vieiting
Alpine, forests and studying thelr silvicultural systems and management.

.The Commission wished fto put on record its deep gratitude to the
Government of Ttaly for the arrangomenits made and the hosplitality extended
to delogpotes,

50

Congideration and ﬂﬂqption of Repori

520 A draft roport wos comsidered and after certain omendments had been
introduced unanimously adopted by the Commiseion on 14 Moy 1957.
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APPENDIZ 1
LIST OF PARTICTPANTS
Chalrman: Sir Henry Beresford-foirse (uK)
18t Viece~Chairmans Je Keller (Switzerlond)
2nd Vico-Chairmans W.N. Plym Forshell (Sweden)
Secretarys 0., Fugalli (FAO)

M. Leloup, Director of the Foresiry Division, mopresented
the Director—Ceneral of TAC,

Augtrias Pr. R, Ender, Leddor der Sckiion V
Bundesminigterium flir Lané~und Forgtwirtschals
Wien I

Forgtdirektor Dr, O0tic Eclanllllnex
Chamber of Agriculture and Forostry
Graz, Styria

Heleiums M,A. Casgin, Directeur
Administration des Baux ci Forbis
Bruzelles
Denmarks Mr. H, Frflund, Scnior Forest Officor
Directorato of State Forests
Copenhagen
Finlands Profeasor Nils Arthur Osara .
Director~Geoneral of the Central Board of Forestry
Hel ginki
Franecs M. Frangois Merveillleux du Vignaux
Directour gdndrol des Eaux ot Pordts
Parig

M. J, de Valssidre
Congervateur deg Rogux ot Forbts
Paris .
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Gormanys Mr. K. Ocdekoven, Oberreglerungseat
Federal Ministry of Focd, Agriculturc and Foresiry
Bonn

Greecos Mr. N. Metaxas
Direcior~General of PForestry
Ministry of Agriculturc
Atheons .

T, P, Margaropouloé
Forcstry Engincem -
Ministry of Agriculture

Athens
Irelands Mr, S,M. O!Sullivan, Ispector-Goneral
Foroetry Division

Dubiin

Mr. Mo S, O'Finchdin, Sonior Inspocitor
Poreetry Divieion

Dublin
CLtalys Profeggsor Alberto Maria Camalti
Direttore CGencrale per l'economia montana e le forcsic
Roma '

Professor Aldo Pavari, Direttore
Stazione Sperimontale 4l Selvicol tuwra
Tirenze

Profegeor Messandro de Philippis,‘DiretﬁorQ
Iatituto di Solvicol tura '
Firenze

Profogsor Qugliclmo Giomdano, Dirsttore
Lgtituto Sporimentale del Legno
FirenZe

Dr. Iwigl Lebina, Lspettore Capo
Corpo Forestale dollo Stato
Roma

Ing. Bmilio Paltrinicri, Ispetiore Capo-
Corpo Forestale dellc Staito
Eoma,

Dr, Astolfo Puggelli, Ispeftiore Principale
Corpo Forestalce dello Stato
Roma

Dr, Valorio Benvenuti, Ispetiore Principalc

Corpo Forostale dello Stato
Homa
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Italy (Conttd): Dr. Pietro Villa, Ispetiorc Capo
Ministero Trasporti
Roma

Dr. Alfonsgo Froncillo
Uonsigliere di 1% Cl&SuC
Miniatere Agricoltura
Romno
(Admind strative Secretary for the Field Tour)

Morocaos ' M. Ch. Grimaldi d'Esdra
Chef de 1'Administration des Faux ot Fordis
Rabhat
Hetherlandsg: by, J, de Hoegh Tspoctor
State Forest Service

Ttreoht

Mr. S.J. Halbortsma, Sccretary
Forestry Beard
The Haguo

Mr. HeJ. de Boer
Theo Netherlands Agrlculﬁural Union

Utrecht
Worways Dr, ALE B, Langsagter, Dlroctor
Porestry Direstorate
Oslo
SEainz Don Pedro Figueroa
Subdircotor de Monies y Polftica Fowroetal

Madrid

Don Ricdrao de Rada
Jefe de Relaciones, Dircccibn de Montos

Madrid
Bwedons Mr. W.N., Plym Forshell, Depuiy Chief
‘ Royal Board of Prlvato Forestry
Stockholm
Switzorlands M. J. Jungoe '
Ispeotour gbnéral des Porets, Chasse 6% Peche
Berne

W. 7. Yeller
Tnspectour £8ddral dos Forbts, Chasse ol P&che

Berne

M. H.G Winkolmann, Dirccieur
Office forestior contral sulgse
Soloure
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United Kingdoms Sir Henry Boresford-Peirse
Doputy Dircetor~Goneral,
Forestry Commission

London

Mr. Coh.J. Borrington, Consocrvator
Officce of the Dircctor of Forcstry for England
TLiondon

Mir. I.G: Richards
PDizxoctorate of Rescarch and Bducation
Porcgtry Commission
London

Yugoslavias Dr. Dusan Klepac, Profossor
Forostry Faculty
Zagrob

Mr. Albho Urbanovskl o
Federal Board for Economie Planning
Beograd .

Unitod Nationgs o Dws L. Gleginger, Dircotor,
EOB/PAO Timber Division,
Genove
switzrerland

Mr, B, Sartorius:.
Chicf Forcsiry Working Group,
Palaig dos Nations
Goneva, .
Bwitzorliand .

Council. of Buropes Mr. A Vandoyor, Socrotary
‘ Consultative Assombly!s Committoo on Agriculturc
- Strasbourg

Turcocan Confoderation

of Agnicul tures M, HoCGo Winkolmonn

) . Boleure
Switzorland

Intorrnational Union '
of Foregt Research Profesgsor A, Pavari
Organizationg Florcnco

Italy
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APPENDIX . 2
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FAO/BFC ~ 57/1 : Provisional Agenda
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PAO/BFC — 57/30 ¢ Currvent FAO activities of regional interest ~ Report by
Forestry Division
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FAO/EFU - 57/2 National progress reports on forestry ~ ISRAEL

as

FAC/EFC - 57/3

oo

Bapports nationauvx sur le développémenh de la fTopesterie - FRANCE
FAG/BRC - 57/4
FAQ/BFC ~ 57/5
FLO/ERC. - 57/6

a0

National progress reports on forestry -~ GERMANY (french only)

National progréss reporss on forestry = IRELAND

s

National progress reports on forestmry ~ WORWAY

ob

FAO/EFC =~ 57/7 ¢ National progress reports on foresiry - AUSTRIA

Informes nadéionales sobre desarrollo forestal = BSPAfA
. (Spanish only)

as

| FAC/EFC ~ 57/8

Rapports nationaux sur le développement de la forssterie -~ TUNISIE

TAO/BFC - 57/9.
/ (French only)

K-
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