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SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REQUESTS 

 

 

1. A number of Commission members reported on their efforts to improve the quality of 

forest resource information, including by performing national forest inventories. Several 

countries expressed their appreciation for FAO’s support and requested FAO to continue 

assisting countries in this area. FAO made available to countries the information generated 

by the new satellite-imagery-based monitoring system and urged countries to use the 

methodology. (para. 17) 

 

2. The Commission recommended that the FRA be conducted in close cooperation with 

countries and in partnership with other organizations to collect, analyse and distribute data. 

It also stressed that extra-budgetary support remained vital to the success of the FRA 

programme and recommended close communication and partnership with donors as a key 

factor in the programme’s sustainability. (para. 36) 

 

3. The Commission emphasized the importance of building institutional capacity, not 

only to meet the requirements imposed by the new strategy for in-country forest resources 

assessment, but also to make better use of information at national level. It commended 

FAO’s work in this area and requested FAO to continue supporting countries in this task. 

(para. 37) 

 

4. The Commission stressed the importance of this work not only for conservation but 

also for ecosystem restoration and climate change adaptation. It requested FAO, in close 

cooperation with other institutions, to continue to provide countries with direct support in 

preparing their reports, to ensure that this information was incorporated into national 

strategies for the conservation and management of forest genetic resources and biological 

diversity. (para. 42) 

 

5. The Commission expressed its appreciation for FAO support in formulating the 

country reports and recommended that FAO should work on setting and standardizing 

criteria using the same methodology as for the FRA process. (para. 45) 

 

6. The Commission expressed its concern at this figure because it was out of date. It 

requested FAO to update regional statistics on wildfires. (para. 48) 

 

7. The Commission expressed appreciation for FAO support on the issue of wildfires 

and requested that his support continues. (para. 52) 

 

8. The Commission referred to climate change and its impact on forests as one of the 

chief concerns of countries in the Region, as reflected in its inclusion in national forest 

policies and programmes. Many countries in the Region were participating in programmes 

for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+), including UN-

REDD and the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF). GIZ was supporting the Central 

American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD) in this task. The 

Commission requested FAO to continue working with countries either directly or through 

the UN-REDD programme to mainstream mitigation and adaptation into policies, strategies 

and programmes for sustainable forest management. (para. 57) 

 

9. The Commission stated that the forestry sector needed to strive to secure recognition 

as a key stakeholder in the climate change issue and requested FAO to assist in building the 



FO:LACFC/2012/REP 

 

 

vi 

capacity of national forest institutions to increase their decision-making and bargaining 

power in international fora on climate change. (para. 59) 

 

10. The Commission expressed its concern over this situation, which a number of 

countries had already pointed out, and recommended that this concern be referred to the 

FAO Regional Conference to request a better positioning of forest issues in Rio+20.     

(para. 62) 

 

11. The Commission underlined the importance of the model-forest concept in providing 

opportunities for communication and exchanges to minimize intersectoral conflict, and 

requested FAO to continue supporting the model forest initiative. (para. 67) 

 

12. The Commission requested FAO to include in its programme of work issues relating 

to the working conditions of forestry workers, especially in forests, as in many cases their 

working conditions failed to meet minimum requirements.  The Commission underlined the 

necessity to list the dignity of the people working in the forests. (para. 68) 

 

13. The Commission recommended that the eligibility criteria of countries joining the 

FFF should be reviewed because, under the current criterion of a low or medium human 

development index, several countries in the Region would not be eligible. (para. 73) 

 

14. The Commission requested FAO to organize inter session meetings of the 

Subregional Groups to follow up on the workplans formulated for the biennium and to 

evaluate progress. (para. 93) 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The Latin American and Caribbean Forestry Commission (LACFC) of the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) held its 27th Session from 5 to 

9 March 2012 in Asunción, Paraguay, at the kind invitation of the Government of the 

Republic of Paraguay. The Session was attended by delegates from 22 member countries 

and representatives of 10 organizations, including United Nations agencies and 

international, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, attending as 

observers. The Agenda is provided in Appendix A, the List of Participants in Appendix B, 

and the List of Documents submitted to the Commission in Appendix C. 

 

2. With the presence of His Excellency Mr Fernando Lugo Méndez, President of the 

Republic of Paraguay, the inaugural session was presided by Mr Josué Morales Dardón, 

Manager of the National Forest Service of the Republic of Guatemala and serving Chair of 

LACFC. Mr Eduardo Rojas Briales, Assistant Director-General of the FAO Forestry 

Department, welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director-General of FAO, Mr José 

Graziano Da Silva.  Messrs Luis Torales Kennedy, President of the National Forest Service 

(INFONA) of the Republic of Paraguay and Enzo Cardozo, Minister for Agriculture and 

Livestock, then addressed the assembly.  

 

3. Mr Morales Dardón discussed a number of issues, including the Commission’s 

important role in the Region as a neutral forum for countries to discuss and address forest 

development policies and processes, as well as analyse forest issues and advise FAO on the 

forest programme to be developed in the Region. He concluded by thanking all the 

individuals and entities that had worked with the Executive Committee during its term of 

office, as well as the Government of the Republic of Paraguay for having agreed to host the 

Session. 

 

4. Mr Rojas Briales thanked the Government of the Republic of Paraguay for its 

generous offer to host the Session and for the local organizers’ hard work in ensuring a 

successful meeting. He also thanked the outgoing members of the LACFC Executive 

Committee for their dedication over the past two years in implementing the Commission’s 

activities. He acknowledged the valuable support provided by the Amazon Cooperation 

Treaty Organization (ACTO), the tropical agricultural research and higher education centre 

(Centro Agronómico Tropical de Investigación y Enseñanza, CATIE) and the German 

Agency for International Cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit, GIZ).  He stated that the FAO reform had resulted in closer contact 

between the six Regional Forestry Commissions and the Committee on Forestry (COFO) in 

setting FAO priorities on forests. He said that the priorities set by countries during the 

Session would also be brought to the attention of the FAO Regional Conference for Latin 

America and the Caribbean, to be held in Buenos Aires (Argentina) in late March. He added 

that the Session would be discussing very important issues, such as the long-term strategy 

for the forest resource assessment programme, The State of the World Forest Genetic 

Resources, wildfires, climate change and sustainable forest management. He ended by 

extending a greeting to his colleagues in Paraguay’s forest sector who were participating in 

side events: Paraguay’s first national forest week, the second national seminar on forestry 

and a training course on urban greening and pruning techniques. 

 

5. Mr Torales Kennedy greeted the participants warmly, adding that the discussion on 

general forest issues in regional fora had become an invaluable tool for sharing experiences, 

determining courses of action and analysing results for the formulation of sustainable 

development-friendly plans, programmes and policies. He went on to discuss some aspects 
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of Paraguay’s forest development, stating that the country had a national forest policy 

aimed at achieving sustainable economic growth in Paraguay by increasing the economic, 

social and environmental benefits of the goods and services derived from the country’s 

forests. He concluded by saying he was certain that the Session would meet the participants’ 

expectations. 

 

6. Mr Cardozo extended a warm welcome to the representatives of Latin American and 

Caribbean forest institutions. He said that the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock, in 

coordination with the National Forest Service of the Republic of Paraguay and with FAO 

support, had promoted the incorporation of a strategic area entitled “sustainable forest 

development and environmental services”, aimed at integrating and supplementing policies 

within a changing context, dynamic and complex typical of rural development processes. 

He expressed that the promotion of planted forest, the impulse of management and the 

sustainable harvesting of the forests, with due consideration to the multifunctional strategic 

nature of forests, constitute key elements to forest care and protection, considering the 

diversity of forests and their contribution to economic, social and environmental 

development. He ended by formally opening the Session. 

 

7. Mr Lugo Méndez personally greeted each of the delegates as he left the plenary hall. 

 

8.  The Commission welcomed with great satisfaction that on the basis of the request of 

the President of the National Forest Service with the endorsement by the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Livestock, the President of Paraguay declared the Twenty-Seventh Session 

of the Latin America and Caribbean Forestry Commission of National Interest. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Item 1) 
 

9. The Agenda was adopted without amendments.  

 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2) 
 

10. In accordance with Articles II-1 and II-5 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission 

elected a Chair, three Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur. The following members of the 

Commission were unanimously elected: 

 

Chair: Luis Torales Kennedy (Paraguay), Vice-Chair Southern Cone Subregional Group  

 

Vice-Chairs: 

 

 Ramón Alberto Díaz (Dominican Republic), Caribbean Subregional Group 

 Lucía Gómez Vaquerano (El Salvador), Mesoamerican Subregional Group 

 Rosario Acero Villanes (Peru), Amazon Subregional Group 

 

Rapporteur:  Liliana Corinaldesi (Argentina) 

    

11. Mr Jorge Meza, FAO Representative in Paraguay and Senior Forestry Officer 

assigned outside the FAO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, acted as 

Secretary. 
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STATE OF FORESTRY IN THE LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN REGION: 

PERIOD 2010–2011 (Item 3)  

 

12. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/2 entitled “State of forestry 

in the Latin American and Caribbean region: period 2010–2011”. 

 

13. The secretariat reported that the region had approximately 956 million hectares of 

natural and planted forest, making up 23.7 percent of the world's forests.  

 

14. According to the FAO Yearbook of Forest Products 2009, total roundwood 

production in the Region was 481 million cubic metres, or 15 percent of the world's total 

production. Of this volume, 59 percent was used as fuel, including charcoal. Sawn wood 

production totalled a little over 40 million cubic metres, of which 70 percent was produced 

in the Amazon Subregion. The forestry sector accounted for a 2–3 percent share of the 

countries' total gross domestic product (GDP), with a few exceptions. 

 

15. Forest products in the Region posted a negative balance of trade of USD 3.4 billion, 

largely owing to imports of forest products into the Mesoamerican Subregion.  

 

16. The secretariat reported on the continuing high rate of deforestation in the Region, 

which had reached 3.9 million hectares per year over the 2005–2010 period. It also 

emphasized the efforts being made by most countries to reduce the deforestation rate, which 

was now far lower than in the previous five-year period. The Commission pointed out that 

forest cover had increased in several countries in the Region, particularly in the Caribbean 

subregion. 

 

17. A number of Commission members reported on their efforts to improve the quality of 

forest resource information, including by performing national forest inventories. Several 

countries expressed their appreciation for FAO’s support and requested FAO to continue 

assisting countries in this area. FAO made available to countries the information generated 

by the new satellite-imagery-based monitoring system and urged countries to use the 

methodology. 

 

18. The Commission highlighted the importance of non-wood forest products, especially 

for local communities, because of their significant contribution to food security. However, it 

acknowledged that not enough information was available on harvesting and marketing and 

that an effort was required to estimate the contribution of non-wood forest products to 

countries' economies. The Commission also stressed the importance of assessing more 

effectively the contribution of the forestry sector to countries’ GDP. 

 

19. The Commission noted that policies, laws and programmes in nearly all countries of 

the Region were enabling local communities to claim more of the benefits generated by 

forests. The Commission highlighted that the National Forest Programme Facility (Facility) 

had played a major role in integrating the community into national forest programmes. 

 

20. While the Secretariat Note acknowledged the Region's progress in terms of the 

number and extent of protected wild areas, at the same time it pointed to serious problems 

in managing such areas, which in some cases jeopardized the very ecosystems that were 

meant to be protected. 
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21. The Commission noted that several countries were making major efforts to involve 

local communities, including indigenous communities, in the formulation and 

implementation of sustainable forest management policies. 

 

22. The secretariat reported that, despite the importance of the issue of forest pests, 

diseases and other disturbances, data was still deficient, particularly if one considers that 

climate change was likely to create new scenarios for the development of pests and diseases 

in the Region's forests. 

 

 

INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES (Item 4) 

 

4.1  FAO report on follow-up to the recommendations and requests of the 

26th Session of the Commission 

 

23. The Commission was informed of follow-up to the 26th Session of the Commission, 

in particular actions arising from the recommendations and requests made at the meeting. 

 

24. Special mention was made of the issues of forestry education and research; 

development of phase two of the Project “Exemplary Cases of Sustainable Forest 

Management in Latin America and the Caribbean”; enhanced transfer of information and 

knowledge on forest health; support with knowledge and conservation of forest genetic 

resources; support with knowledge of regulations and the institutional framework for 

community forestry; as well as the preparation of information on forests and climate change 

adaptation. 

 

4.2 Reports of the Vice-Chairs of the Subregional Groups of the Commission on 

activities carried out during the period 2010–2011 

 

25. The Vice-Chairs of the, Southern Cone, Amazon, Caribbean and Mesoamerican 

Subregional Groups reported on activities during the 2010–2011 period. 

 

26. The Southern Cone Subregional Group informed about the work achieved in the area 

of forest health, where a database had been developed for sharing plant health information, 

in addition to holding a workshop on criteria and indicators for sustainable forest 

management and the second South American Forests Dialogue. The countries of the 

subregion, with support from the Facility, had drafted national reports on forest financing 

strategies and forest consultation mechanisms. 

 

27. The Amazon Subregional Group spoke of the Forum of Ministers of the Environment 

in Latin America and the Caribbean, held on 3 February 2012 in Quito (Ecuador). It also 

described activities relating to deforestation monitoring, forest harvesting and land-use 

changes in the Amazon forest, with the participation of Brazil's National Institute for Space 

Research (INPE) and the coordination of ACTO. It further informed of the activities of 

forest management under the binational cooperation agreement of Ecuador-Bolivia-Peru-

Colombia, the preparation of the plan for strengthening the national capabilities for 

monitoring deforestation (BioCAM) and a series of activities carried out under the 

International Year of the Forests (2011). Finally the Subregional Group referred to the 

usefulness of the payment schemes for environmental services in forest ecosystems.  

 

28. The Caribbean Subregional Group reviewed practices and experiences in community 

forestry, which had been presented to a regional workshop in Jamaica in November 2011. 
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The synthesis of the study will be published in May 2012.  Countries worked on developing 

a virtual platform to gather information for forest education 

(http://www.fao.org/forestry/material-educativo/base-de-datos/bd/en/).  Several countries in 

the subregion had participated in the Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade 

Support Programme for African, Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP-FLEGT Support 

Programme), and are partners of the national forest programme facility. 

 

29. The Mesoamerican Subregional Group reported that it was designing a Central 

American forest information system. Part of this initiative included holding the first meeting 

of a panel of experts on forest monitoring, with support from GIZ and FAO. The subregion 

did not report progress on forest health.  With respect to community forestry, the subregion 

reported on a number of country activities, in particular the establishment of forest round 

tables in several countries. It also reported that countries had developed national medium-

term plans (Costa Rica [2012–2020] and Honduras [2010–2030]) and plans to control 

illegal logging (Honduras and Nicaragua).  It was also informed that Costa Rica had up-

dated its strategy on forest fires. 

 

30. The Commission welcomed the reports of the Vice-Chairs. 

 

 

PREPARATION OF A LONG-TERM STRATEGY FOR THE FOREST 

RESOURCE ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME (Item 5) 

 

31. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/3 entitled “Preparation of a 

long-term strategy for the Forest Resource Assessment Programme”. 

 

32. The secretariat reported to the Commission that, at its 20th session, the FAO 

Committee on Forestry (COFO) had requested FAO to prepare a long-term strategy for the 

global forest resources assessment (FRA) process. FAO was drafting a strategy for the 

2012–2030 period designed to meet new needs for information on forests and to improve 

communication and the dissemination of results. At the same time, the strategy needed to 

consider matters relating to funding the process. 

 

33. The Commission agreed that the FRA process should continue to use the sustainable 

forest management concept as a framework for reporting results, which nevertheless needed 

to be tailored to the differing needs of their many users: governments, non-governmental 

organizations, the media, intergovernmental agencies, research institutions, academia, the 

private sector and the like. 

 

34. It also proposed that the FRA process should build on its strengths, especially broad 

participation by countries. It placed special emphasis on data credibility and quality and the 

need to think carefully before adding new information to prevent overburdening countries 

with reporting requirements or increasing data quantity at the expense of data quality. 

 

35. The Commission underscored the need to produce information of high value for 

country decision-making that served users’ new information needs, in terms of both content 

and ease of data access and use. 

 

36. The Commission recommended that the FRA be conducted in close cooperation with 

countries and in partnership with other organizations to collect, analyse and distribute data. 

It also stressed that extra-budgetary support remained vital to the success of the FRA 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/material-educativo/base-de-datos/bd/en/
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programme and recommended close communication and partnership with donors as a key 

factor in the programme’s sustainability. 

 

37. The Commission emphasized the importance of building institutional capacity, not 

only to meet the requirements imposed by the new strategy for in-country forest resources 

assessment, but also to make better use of information at national level. It commended 

FAO’s work in this area and requested FAO to continue supporting countries in this task. 

 

38. The secretariat pointed out the need for countries to articulate efforts to build their 

capacity for performing national forest resources assessments, taking advantage of other 

programmes, such as the United Nations Collaborative Programme on Reducing Emissions 

from Deforestation and Forest Degradation in Developing Countries (UN-REDD) and the 

Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF), because the resources of the Global Forest 

Resources Assessment Programme were insufficient to support countries in this task. 

 

 

PROGRESS IN PREPARATION OF THE STATE OF THE WORLD FOREST 

GENETIC RESOURCES (Item 6) 

 

39. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/4 entitled “Progress in 

preparation of the State of the World Forest Genetic Resources”. 

 

40. The Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA) 

requested FAO to prepare a report on The State of the World’s Forest Genetic Resources 

(SOW-FGR) for consideration at its Fourteenth Regular Session (2013). It also set up an 

Intergovernmental Technical Working Group on Forest Genetic Resources (ITWG-FGR) to 

assist in preparing the SOW-FGR report. 

 

41. The Commission took note that FAO, with support from countries and other 

organizations, had developed guidelines for collecting national information and had held six 

regional workshops to assist countries in preparing their national reports. In Latin America, 

the workshop took place in Cali, Colombia, with support from Bioversity International.  

 

42. The Commission stressed the importance of this work not only for conservation but 

also for ecosystem restoration and climate change adaptation. It requested FAO, in close 

cooperation with other institutions, to continue to provide countries with direct support in 

preparing their reports, to ensure that this information was incorporated into national 

strategies for the conservation and management of forest genetic resources and biological 

diversity. 

 

43. The secretariat stated that a set of thematic background studies would be prepared as 

part of the SOW-FGR report, especially on subjects for which it was difficult to obtain 

detailed, reliable national information. 

 

44. The Commission was informed that after the country reports were received, FAO 

would analyse the information and prepare a synthesis document that would be assessed in 

regional consultations. The secretariat asked countries to expedite the submission of their 

reports. 

 

45. The Commission expressed its appreciation for FAO support in formulating the 

country reports and recommended that FAO should work on setting and standardizing 

criteria using the same methodology as for the FRA process. 
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RESPONDING TO INCREASING DEMANDS IN FIRE MANAGEMENT (Item 7) 

 

46. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/5 entitled “Responding to 

increasing demands in fire management”. 

 

47. The Commission expressed concern over the wildfires that had affected the Region, 

adding that they were one of the most serious environmental problems facing the Region. 

According to the latest FAO assessment, in 2005 wildfires covered nearly 500 000 hectares. 

 

48. The Commission expressed its concern at this figure because it was out of date. It 

requested FAO to update regional statistics on wildfires. 

 

49. The secretariat pointed out that, at its 20th session, the FAO Committee on Forestry 

(COFO) had described forest fires as a major source of greenhouse gases (GHGs) and 

called upon countries to include forest fire management in their programmes for reducing 

emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD). 

 

50. The Commission emphasized that it was important to incorporate fire management 

into policies and programmes for sustainable land-use and sustainable forest and landscape 

management, as well as to develop fire management models involving local communities, 

tailored to suit conditions in each country. 

 

51. The Commission was concerned at the proliferation of large-scale wildfires, normally 

initiated by humans, and the growing trend in such mega-fires owing to climate change. It 

praised FAO efforts to develop a corporate strategy to help reduce the damage caused by 

wildfires, as well as the establishment of a Multi-Donor Trust Fund to enable FAO to 

provide countries with more effective support in preventing and controlling wildfires. 

 

52. The Commission expressed appreciation for FAO support on the issue of wildfires 

and requested that his support continues. 

 

 

IN-SESSION SEMINAR: FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE (Item 8) 

 

53. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/6 entitled “Forests and 

climate change”. 

 

54. The delegate of Brazil requested that, in paragraph 3, bulleted point 2, of Note FO: 

LACFC/2012/6 mentioning the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Durban Platform for 

Enhanced Action, the term “legal framework” should be changed to “protocol, legal 

instrument or legally binding outcome”. 

 

55. The secretariat informed the Commission of the main outcomes of the latest 

(seventeenth) session of the Conference of the Parties (COP17) to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), in particular decisions concerning 

REDD+ and climate change adaptation. 

 

56. To supplement the secretariat’s presentation, Aida Baldini reported on the outcome of 

the second South American Forests Dialogue, held in Santiago, Chile, and stressed the 

importance of developing regional-level criteria on climate change and ecosystem services 

in general. After this presentation, Laszlo Pancel from GIZ described the Central American 
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REDD programme, highlighting the programme’s progress in developing national plans and 

joint positions and approaches concerning REDD. 

 

57. The Commission referred to climate change and its impact on forests as one of the 

chief concerns of countries in the Region, as reflected in its inclusion in national forest 

policies and programmes. Many countries in the Region were participating in programmes 

for reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+), including UN-

REDD and the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF). GIZ was supporting the Central 

American Commission on Environment and Development (CCAD) in this task. The 

Commission requested FAO to continue working with countries either directly or through 

the UN-REDD programme to mainstream mitigation and adaptation into policies, strategies 

and programmes for sustainable forest management. 

 

58. The Commission took note of FAO initiatives to assist countries in their efforts to 

address climate change. It was told that FAO was preparing two guides for integrating 

climate change into the forest sector: one entitled “Climate change for policy-makers” and 

the other, “Climate change for forest managers”. The Commission was also told that FAO 

was working in the formulation of regional projects for building country capacity in forest 

and climate change matters. The Commission welcomed these initiatives. 

 

59. The Commission stated that the forestry sector needed to strive to secure recognition 

as a key stakeholder in the climate change issue and requested FAO to assist in building the 

capacity of national forest institutions to increase their decision-making and bargaining 

power in international fora on climate change. 

 

60. The Commission stressed the importance of cooperation among countries on forest 

issues as a way of strengthening climate change mitigation and adaptation. Several 

delegates highlighted the need to implement adaptation measures and to increase the 

resilience of forest-dependent people. It also requested FAO to provide the necessary tools, 

such as voluntary guidelines, to enable countries to integrate climate change into the forest 

sector and to help strengthen regional cooperation on climate change. 

 

61. The secretariat informed the Commission about preparations for the United Nations 

Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) and underlined the lack of visibility of 

forest issues in the agenda of the Summit and the zero draft of the Rio+20 outcome 

document entitled "The Future We Want", which had recently been made available for 

comment to United Nations member states and international organizations. 

 

62. The Commission expressed its concern over this situation, which a number of 

countries had already pointed out, and recommended that this concern be referred to the 

FAO Regional Conference to request a better positioning of forest issues in Rio+20. 

 

 

IN-SESSION SEMINAR: SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT (Item 9) 

 

63. The secretariat presented a number of documents relating to Item 9 (sustainable forest 

management) on the following topics: regional socio-economic factors affecting forest 

management; promotion of forest management by removing taxes and fees; and community 

forest management in Latin America and the Caribbean. In addition, the tropical 

agricultural research and higher education centre (CATIE) made two presentations: one on 

model forests to promote forest management and the other on research for forest 

management. 
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64. The Commission was informed about the sustainable wood-production potential of 

Latin American and Caribbean forests, the impact of deforestation on potential wood 

production and the impact on forests of some socio-economic dynamics, particularly those 

relating to poverty. The Commission was told that, in spite of population growth over the 

past 40 years, per capita apparent consumption of roundwood in the Region had not 

changed significantly, remaining at around 0.81 cubic metres per person per year. 

 

65. The secretariat described progress in the Region on community forest management. It 

pointed out that community forests in the Region had increased greatly in recent years and 

that forest management constitutes an instrument for the conservation of forests and 

provides communities with a significant forest-use and development alternative. It 

commended the book entitled “Exemplary cases of sustainable forest management in Latin 

America and the Caribbean”, which described a number of cases of community forest 

management that had succeeded in generating economic benefits for communities, in 

addition to environmental benefits. 

 

66. The presentation on the promotion of forest management by removing taxes and fees 

stressed the problems faced by forest owners with formalities for approving a forest 

management plan. It pointed out that not only did formalities for logging permits and 

approval times for forest management plans pose an obstacle to forest management, they 

even encouraged illegal logging. 

 

67. The Commission underlined the importance of the model-forest concept in providing 

opportunities for communication and exchanges to minimize intersectoral conflict, and 

requested FAO to continue supporting the model forest initiative. 

 

68. The Commission requested FAO to include in its programme of work issues relating 

to the working conditions of forestry workers, especially in forests, as in many cases their 

working conditions failed to meet minimum requirements.  The Commission underlined the 

necessity to list the dignity of the people working in the forests. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBREGIONAL GROUPS OF THE COMMISSION 

(Item 10) 

 

69. Before beginning the presentation of Item 10, the secretariat informed the 

Commission about the new Forest and Farm Facility (FFF) on good governance for multiple 

benefits of forests, which would be replacing the National Forest Programme Facility in 

2012. 

 

70. The Commission was informed about FFF’s mission to promote sustainable forest 

management at farm level, by supporting local, national, regional and international 

organizations and platforms, to ensure effective participation by the local community in 

policies and investments to meet their needs. 

 

71. The Commission also took note that the FFF was expected to generate income and 

improve the food security of smallholder, women and community groups through 

sustainable forest and farm management. 

 

72. Delegates of the Commission expressed their appreciation and admiration for the 

support provided by the National Forest Programme Facility, saying that it was always 

timely and of great benefit to countries. They also expressed satisfaction with the new 
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direction that the Facility had taken, and a number of countries offered support to ensure its 

successful implementation. In addition, several countries emphasized the need that the new 

facility continues supporting the countries on the issue of funding for smallholder forestry 

and agroforestry. 

 

73. The Commission recommended that the eligibility criteria of countries joining the 

FFF should be reviewed because, under the current criterion of a low or medium human 

development index, several countries in the Region would not be eligible. 

 

10.1 Formulation of regional priorities for consideration by the Committee on 

Forestry (COFO) and the 32nd FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

 

74. The LACFC secretariat presented Note FO:LACFC/2012/8 entitled “FAO Committee 

on Forestry Multi-Year Programme of Work for the Period 2012–2015”. 

 

75. The Commission was told that, at its 20th session, the FAO Committee on Forestry 

(COFO) had requested the FAO Secretariat to prepare, in consultation with the Steering 

Committee, a draft Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPOW) for the period 2012–2015 

to be submitted for consideration at its 21st Session in 2012. The COFO Chair 

recommended that, for drafting the MYPOW, the information provided to COFO by 

Regional Forestry Commissions should be coordinated and expedited. The Steering 

Committee had endorsed the proposal and brought it to the attention of all the Regional 

Forestry Commissions to enable them to make their recommendations to COFO for 

inclusion in the MYPOW. 

 

76. Tables 1 and 2 below contain the Commission’s recommendations to the Committee 

on Forestry (COFO). 

 

 

Table 1: LACFC recommendations for the attention of COFO on issues to be 

considered for inclusion in the MYPOW 

 

Priority issues for COFO consideration 

Expected outcome of 

the recommendations 

(information/decision) 

Possible follow-up 

activities for 

COFO and the 

FAO 

Promote mechanisms to strengthen 

countries’ action in order to implement the 

priorities set in their national and regional 

forest strategies and policies, related with 

international conventions (climate change, 

biodiversity, desertification, etc.), in order 

to enable countries to contribute to global 

targets. 

Fostering spaces of 

dialogue and the 

understanding of the 

issues considered 

priorities at national and 

regional levels.  Give 

more visibility to the 

role of forests in 

meeting the targets of 

the three conventions 

and the Millennium 

Development Goals. 

FAO presence in 

these spaces of 

dialogue. Promote 

dialogue on 

specific issues. 
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Strengthen initiatives relating to 

community forest management and 

integrated farm management, while 

helping to improve the rural population’s 

quality of life and food security and to 

preserve ecosystem services. 

Define strategies and 

provide 

recommendations to the 

countries, to FAO and 

other organizations. 

Periodic evaluation 

of progress. 

Promote exchange of experiences and 

development of partnerships and 

collaborative solutions and the 

strengthening of governance and other 

capabilities to meet the challenges of 

forest law enforcement. 

Recommendations for 

member countries and 

FAO. 

Periodic evaluation 

of progress. 

Table 2: LACFC recommendations for the attention of COFO 

on the FAO Programme of Work 

 

Priorities for FAO work 
Objectives for the work on 

priorities 

Provide technical assistance for implementing a 

forest communication, education and awareness 

strategy. 

Raise the visibility of forests 

enhancing their importance and 

contribution to human welfare. 

Support the preparation of regional guidelines for 

formulating, amending and adjusting national forest 

policies, harmonizing them with the development 

policies of other sectors. 

Contribute to sustainable forest 

management and the conservation 

of forest resources and to their 

contribution to human welfare. 

Provides technical assistance for developing 

mechanisms for assessing the contributions of the 

forest sector (including ecosystem services) and 

promoting the establishment of financial mechanisms 

(including incentives) for creating value chains for 

forest resources to complement market mechanisms. 

Demonstrate the forest sector’s 

contribution to the Region’s 

economic and social development. 

Provides technical assistance for completing the 

forest genetic resources assessment and provide 

technical assistance to programmes of conservation 

that allow the safeguarding of the resources for the 

benefit of countries. 

Enhance knowledge and protection 

of forest genetic resources and 

promote the fair distribution of 

their benefits. 

Provide technical assistance for the development of 

methods and tools that strengthen national forest 

monitoring systems. 

Strengthen countries’ national 

capacity for forest monitoring. 

Assist in strengthening national forest health 

programmes, and develop regional early warning and 

coordinated pest and disease control systems. 

Strengthen the national capacities 

for improving forest health. 

Provide technical assistance for establishing 

programmes for the conservation and restoration of 

degraded forest ecosystems including the use of land. 

Restoration of degraded forest 

ecosystems, including forest land. 

   

 
77. The Commission also supported the priorities set by the other Regional Forestry 

Commission for the FAO Programme of Work, on the following issues: forests and climate 

change, community forestry and wildfires. 
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78. The Commission also made the following three recommendations for the attention of 

the 32nd FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean, to be held in 

Buenos Aires (Argentina) from 26 to 30 March 2012. 

 

Issue/priority 

 

Proposal 

 

Forests, ecosystemic services and 

food security 

FAO Strategic Objectives should consider in a more 

visible manner the importance of forest ecosystems for 

ensuring the sustainability of rural productive activities 

and the ecosystemic services they generate, contributing 

to the welfare of their populations, food security and 

poverty reduction. 

 

Integrating forestry into the 

activities of rural family farmers and 

agroforestry 

Promote the incorporation of trees and natural and 

planted forests into the productive activities of rural 

family farmers, assessing the provision of the multiple 

goods and services that they offer. 

 

Higher visibility for the forest issue 

in the Rio+20 summit 
The Commission was informed of the lack of visibility 

of forest issues in the Rio+20 agenda and the zero 

draft of the Rio+20 outcome document entitled "The 

Future We Want", which had recently been made 

available for comment to United Nations member 

states for comment. The Commission expressed its 

concern over this situation and requested the FAO 

Regional Conference to procure a better positioning of 

forest issues in Rio+20. 

 

 

10.2 Formulation of workplans of the Subregional Groups of the Commission for the 

period 2012–2014 

 

79. The Subregional Groups of the Commission developed their workplans for the period 

2012-2014, that will be published in a separate document. 

 

 

INFORMATION ON REGIONAL FORESTRY MEETINGS (Item 11) 
 

80. The Commission delegates whose countries had organized regional or subregional 

meetings outlined the conclusions and recommendations of the meetings. Reports were 

given on the following meetings: fifth Latin American Forestry Congress (CONFLAT) and 

seventh Central American Forestry Congress.  

 

81. The fifth Latin American Forestry Congress was held in Lima, Peru from 18 to 21 

October 2011. It was organized  by the National Forest Chamber (CNF) of Peru, the 

National Agrarian University La Molina (UNALM), the Association for Research and Rural 

Development (AIDER) and the Coordination of the Forestry Faculties of Peru 

(COFAFOPE). The assistance was 450 participants, from 22 countries of which 14 were 

from the Latin American Region. The theme of the Congress was “The future of the world 

depends of the forests”. One hundred thirty four presentations were distributed in five 

working sessions. The 10 general conclusions and recommendations of the Congress and 
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the conclusions and recommendations of the six topics of the working sessions are 

undergoing review and editing. 

 

82. The seventh Central American Forestry Congress was held under the theme “Forests 

without frontiers for everyone and for the general welfare”, in Managua, Nicaragua during 

29, 30 of June and 1st of July, 2011 with the objective of highlighting the strategic 

importance of the forest ecosystems for the conservation of the biodiversity, and economic   

and environment development for the Central American society. The Congress was 

attended by 589 participants from 20 countries. Four working sessions were established: 

Indigenous and peasant community forestry, forestry sector and economic development, 

forests and climate change, and technical training, research and technological transfer for 

sustainable forest development. In each working session conclusions were formulated. 

 

 

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE 

ATTENTION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (Item 12) 

 

83. The Commission recommended that the FRA be conducted in close cooperation with 

countries and in partnership with other organizations to collect, analyse and distribute data. 

It also stressed that extra-budgetary support remained vital to the success of the FRA 

programme and recommended close communication and partnership with donors as a key 

factor in the programme’s sustainability. (para. 36) 

 

84. The Commission emphasized the importance of building institutional capacity, not 

only to meet the requirements imposed by the new strategy for in-country forest resources 

assessment, but also to make better use of information at national level. It commended 

FAO’s work in this area and requested FAO to continue supporting countries in this task. 

(para. 37) 

 

85. The Commission stressed the importance of this work not only for conservation but 

also for ecosystem restoration and climate change adaptation. It requested FAO, in close 

cooperation with other institutions, to continue to provide countries with direct support in 

preparing their reports, to ensure that this information was incorporated into national 

strategies for the conservation and management of forest genetic resources and biological 

diversity. (para. 42) 

 

86. The Commission expressed its concern over this situation, which a number of 

countries had already pointed out, and recommended that this concern be referred to the 

FAO Regional Conference to request a better positioning of forest issues in Rio+20. (para. 

62) 

 

87. The Commission underlined the importance of the model-forest concept in providing 

opportunities for communication and exchanges to minimize intersectoral conflict, and 

requested FAO to continue supporting the model forest initiative. (para. 67) 

 

88. The Commission requested FAO to include in its programme of work issues relating 

to the working conditions of forestry workers, especially in forests, as in many cases their 

working conditions failed to meet minimum requirements.  The Commission underlined the 

necessity to list the dignity of the people working in the forests. (para. 68) 
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89. The Commission recommended that the eligibility criteria of countries joining the 

FFF should be reviewed because, under the current criterion of a low or medium human 

development index, several countries in the Region would not be eligible. (para. 73) 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Item 13) 

 

90. The Coordinator of the Latin American Network of Forestry and Environmental Law 

(RELADEFA, for its acronym in Spanish) presented the network. He indicated that 

RELADEFA is an interdisciplinary group interested in the development of the Latin 

American and Caribbean Forest Law, as an instrument to improve legislation, public 

policies and the institutions of the Region. More than 300 professionals of the Region, from 

public and private institutions and from the civil society meet every two years  at Latin 

American Congresses and in between, at Subregional Meetings, to evaluate the 

requirements of forest legislation in the forestry sector. The next events in the year 2012 

are: third Andean-Amazon Meeting on Forestry-Environmental Law, Brazil, August, 2012, 

second Southern Cone Meeting on Forestry-Environmental Law, Montevideo, Uruguay, 

September, 2012 and the second Mesoamerican-Caribbean Meeting on Forestry- 

Environmental Law, Tegucigalpa, Honduras, October, 2012. 

 

91. The Commission recommended the countries to use Bilateral Cooperation to promote 

the exchange of experiences and training. 

 

92. The delegate of Ecuador drew to the attention of the Commission the initiative of the 

country to preserve the Yasuní National Park that has an area of 982 000ha and was 

declared a Biosphere Reserve in 1982 by UNESCO. The purpose of the initiative is to avoid 

the exploitation of large deposits of oil in the area, in exchange for an international 

compensation. Various delegates commended the presentation and expressed their support 

to this initiative of the Government of Ecuador. 

 

93. The Commission requested FAO to organize inter session meetings of the 

Subregional Groups to follow up on the workplans formulated for the biennium and to 

evaluate progress. 

 

 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMISSION (Item 14) 

 

94. The Commission welcomed with satisfaction the offers of the delegates of Cuba, 

Guyana, Jamaica and Honduras to host the next meeting of the Commission. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSURE OF THE SESSION (Item 15)  

 

95. The Commission adopted the report unanimously. 

 

96. The Commission thanked the Republic of Paraguay for hosting the 27th LACFC and 

in particular the National Forestry Institute for the excellent organization of the meeting and 

the cordiality of the personnel. Likewise it thanked the Rapporteur and the secretariat of 

FAO. 

 

97. The Session was drawn to a close by Mr Eduardo Mansur, on behalf of FAO, and 

Mr Luis Torales Kennedy, on behalf of the Republic of Paraguay. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

Item  

1. Opening of the Session and adoption of the Agenda. 

2. Election of Officers. 

3. State of forestry in the Latin American and Caribbean region: period 2010-2011.    

4. Information items on activities carried out:  

4.1 FAO’s report on follow-up activities to the recommendations and requests of the 

26th Session of the Commission.   

4.2 Reports of the Vice-Chairs of the Subregional Groups of the Commission on 

activities carried out during the period 2010-2011.   

5. Preparation of a long-term strategy for the Forest Resources Assessment Programme.    

6. Progress in preparation of the State of the World Forest Genetic Resources. 

7. Responding to increasing demands in fire management. 

8. Forests and climate change.  In-session Seminar.   

 Integrating aspects of climate change in forest policies and national forest 

programmes (nfp). 

 Participation of the community in the issue of forest and climate change.  

9. Sustainable forest management.  In-session Seminar.    

 Sustainable forest management as an alternative to other land uses (economic 

and social aspects). 

10. Activities of the Subregional Groups of the Commission: 

10.1 Formulation of regional priorities to be considered by the Committee on Forestry 

(COFO) and the 32nd FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

10.2 Formulation of work plans of the Subregional Groups of the Commission for the 

period 2012-2014.   

11. Information items on regional and subregional forestry meetings.  

12. Regional issues identified by the Commission for the attention of the Committee on 

Forestry (COFO).  

13. Other business.  

14. Place and date of the next Session of the Commission. 

15. Adoption of the report and closing of the Session.  
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Ministerio de Agricultura 
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Pablo Martínez 

Segundo Secretario 
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Tel: (502) 2321-2626 
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Email: josue.morales.dardon@gmail.com  
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Edwin Oliva Hurtarte                           
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Programa Forestal Nacional 

Instituto Nacional de Bosques, INAB 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y 
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7a. Avenida 6-80, Zona 13 

Ciudad de Guatemala 
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