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The OIE’s role and activities 

on aquatic animal health 

emergencies



World Organisation for Animal Health · Protecting animals, Preserving our future | 22

OIE approach

Working WITH countries 

to tackle infectious disease emergencies

Across 3 pillars of the current strategic plan

Intergovernmental organisation responsible for improving 

animal health worldwide.
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Global presence of the OIE

1
Headquarters

182
Member Countries

301
Reference Centres

75
Partner organisations

12
Regional & Sub-regional

Representations

World 

Organisation 

for Animal 

Health
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Solidarity

Global leadership

Capacity building

Standards and guidelines

Environmental sustainability

Will be launched at the 88th General Session in May 2020
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How

 Principles of solidarity, transparency

 Through partnership

 Use existing (global and regional) 

frameworks 

and tools

 Stakeholder engagement at all levels

 Resource efficient and scalable 

approaches, which are fit for purpose
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With what

 Leadership and coordination – OIE HQ and 

Regional Representations, OIE Delegates

 OIE Network of expertise (Reference Centers)

 Tripartite mechanism (FAO-OIE-WHO) 

 Capacity building – existing tools (refined where 

needed)

 Standards and guidelines 

 OIE regional and global conferences, technical 

items – advocacy, innovation
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National contingency plans by region*  

*data from national contingency plans submitted to the OIE and from public available information 
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Number of countries 

with national contingency plans for selected 

diseases
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Preliminary results

 Trends 

• Regional – number of countries with plans and types of plan 

• Some regions favour generic plans, other regions favour disease specific approaches

• Diseases addressed in disease-specific plans, sectors (e.g. aquatic vs. terrestrial vs. bees) e.g. AI is over-
represented compares with others

 Importance of exercising – 50% OIE Members appear to have had exercise in past 10 years – but what about 
aquatics?

 Emergency response (contingency plans/ mechanism to respond) (PVS data) – trends across regions

Full report available at http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/database/report/Final_Report-OIE_project_NCPs_PVS_442018.pdf or 
on request from k.hamilton@oie.int

Aqautic Aniamal: 

 More exposed to environment

 5 or more new OIE listed aquatic animal diseases by 2030 – only tip of the iceberg

 Disease- specific not enough

http://www.oie.int/fileadmin/database/report/Final_Report-OIE_project_NCPs_PVS_442018.pdf
mailto:k.hamilton@oie.int
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OIE platform for sharing national 

contingency plans 

http://www.oie.int/solidarity/emergency-management/planning-for-emergencies/

 Objectives 
• share experience and best practices in emergency management through an OIE web 

platform

• inform the development of standards and guidance

• support capacity building

 Plans currently available (where countries have given permission to share):
• Americas – 4 countries

• Europe – 16 countries

• Asia and the pacific – 1 country (Australia)

• Middle East – 0 countries

• Africa – 1 country

 OIE would encourage more countries to share their plans on this platform

Potential is huge for aquatic animals 

http://www.oie.int/solidarity/emergency-management/planning-for-emergencies/
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Emergency Management Centre for Animal Health

How is aquatic animal health addressed? 

Improve OIE – FAO coordination and cooperation

Encourage more countries to share emergency 

management plans
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Emergency response requirements

 Prepare 

 Prevent (biosecurity, disease preparedness)

 Solidarity and transparency 

• Detect and share

• Safe trade

 Be able to respond
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Emergency response requirements

Collaboration is the key

 Cultivate collaboration and actions that 

yield common benefit

 Emphasise implementation of standards

 Investment in strengthening of Aquatic 

Animal Health Services

 Continue to develop and refine important 

standards: biosecurity, response, 

declaration of freedom

 Identify new threats, encourage sharing of 

information on emerging diseases. 
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Riding the wave to the 

future


