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Summary: The briefing meeting was convened in Bangkok, 29 October 2014, with an aim to
build a momentum of awareness about nutrition as a public good and thus the importance of
the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2).

A WHO participant from the regional office in Fiji was connected by Skype also made a
presentation (Annex 1).

The briefing meeting was attended by participants from member countries Bhutan, Brunei
Darussalam, China, DPRK, European Union, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan,
Philippines, Timor-Leste and USA. The briefing was opened by FAO Assistant Director-
General and Regional Representative Hiroyuki Konuma, and heard from three technical
specialists on nutrition — 2 FAO Rap and 1 from WHO Pacific Office (by Skype) about the
state of nutrition in the region and plans for the ICN2 event and its expected outcome (Rome
Declaration and Framework of Action). The outcome of the morning session was a greater
understanding of the ICN2 meeting among the regional group members participating and an
explanation of the expected outputs. Member countries were encouraged to consider the
nutritional situations and needs of their own countries in advance of participation in ICN2.
One participant enquired whether the invitations to ICN2 had already been sent and was
assured that the invitations had been delivered to them.

The Media Workshop in the afternoon (media only), attracted journalists from Australia,
Canada, China, India, Indonesia, United Kingdom and the United States. The journalists
represented major news organizations including ABC (Australia), The Hindu (Business Line),
The Jakarta Post, Reuters, Voice of America, Xinhua and a freelance contributor to Al Jazeera.
The Bangkok event concluded with a number of recommendations by the journalists to raise
awareness about the importance of nutrition and the role that policy makers, private sector and
general public have in improving nutrition.

Process and Outcome: The morning session gave an overview of the state of malnutrition
(undernutrition, over nutrition and micronutrient deficiencies) in the region (and the world)
and details of ICN2 process, including information about ICN2 invitation letters and
registration details. The brief also introduced the draft Rome Declaration and the Framework
of Action, which contained some 60 recommendations.

The briefing meeting was attended by participants from member countries Bhutan, Brunei
Darussalam, China, DPRK, European Union, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Pakistan,
Philippines, Timor-Leste and USA. The event was opened by ADG/RR Hiroyuki Konuma
and included three substantive presentations — two by FAO specialists (Food Safety and
Nutrition and a Policy Officer) and one by a WHO official (Food Safety), via Skype from
WHO’s Pacific office in Fiji. A brief question and answer session on the country and regional
preparation process were followed involving the diplomatic corps, journalists and FAO-WHO



officials. The participants asked about the relevance of the global conference outcomes
documents to the regional perspectives and country needs. It was suggested for ICN2
conference to consider a time slot to be included on the issues and challenges in Asia and the
Pacific region, given that this region home to almost 60 percent of the world undernourished
people. The outcome of the morning session was a greater understanding of the ICN2 meeting
among the regional group members participating and an explanation of the expected outputs.
Member countries were encouraged to consider the nutritional situations and needs of their
own countries in advance of participation in ICN2. One participant enquired whether the
invitations to ICN2 had already been sent and was assured that the invitations had been
delivered to them.

The afternoon session (an invitation-only media workshop) was an open discussion for
journalists, FAO and WHO specialists to consider the morning briefing in detail and explore
the public perception of nutrition, how it is reported, experiences on reporting issues of food
production, nutrition, obesity, increasing health care costs derived from poor nutrition and
non-communicable diseases (e.g. diabetes), and explore ideas on what, together, can be done
to help get nutrition back onto the public-policy agenda to encourage increased production
and consumption of nutritious foods that are presently being under-produced and under-
consumed.

The participating journalists and correspondents came from Australia, China, India, Indonesia,
USA and the major wire services — some were already based in Bangkok. They represented
major news organizations including ABC (Australia), The Hindu (Business Line), The Jakarta
Post, Reuters, Voice of America, Xinhua and a freelance contributor to Al Jazeera. (See
Annex 3)

The Bangkok event concluded with a number of recommendations by the journalists to raise
awareness about the importance of nutrition and the role that policy makers, private sector and
the general public have in improving nutrition. It also resulted in further questions for the
organizers of ICN2 as the group believed these could be anticipated by journalists covering
the event in Rome.



Media Workshop further questions and recommendations for ICN2 organizers:
Questions for further consideration by ICN2 organizers:

- Isthere, or have there been efforts towards regionalizing nutrition indicators and
recommendations (e.g. stunting, BMI, caloric intake) keeping in mind variations in
genetics and dietary practices between populations (The Hindu reporter said to use a
global measurement is probably not very reliable)?

- What are current approaches being undertaken by FAO/WHO towards addressing the
influence of big multinational corporations on issues of food and nutrition? And how
will FAO/WHO engage/encourage them to do things that might be against their best
interests?

- Isthere any evidence of the efficacy of food/nutrition legislation interventions (e.g.
taxation, marketing restrictions, etc.) in terms of improving population health?

- How do we address conflicts between public health interests and trade obligations?
For example, globalization is an often cited factor in promoting changes in the diet.
How can a country reconcile recommendations from FAO/WHO while at the same
time honouring obligations under the WTQO?

- What is the stance of FAO/WHO with regards to GMOs in better nutrition? What is
the role of labelling?

- How do we increase awareness of the general public regarding food diversity? Apart
from the consumer who else should we be advocating to?

- NOTE: The above questions were forwarded to OCC on 4 November

Suggestions by the media participants to make the ICN2 key messages more newsworthy:

Reduce technical jargon to make the information more understandable both to
journalists and their target readers

- Less process information and more human elements will help people understand
- More targeted approach to messaging, emphasis on clarity and timeliness of material

- Package resources to journalists to make it easier to write a story, include quotes,
human interest angles, historical references etc. apart from just providing technical
information,; stories that have cross border appeal are being sought in particular

- Don't bombard media with process related information

- Bear in mind that there is also pressure for journalists to keep stories brief and to the
point (e.g. 300 word limit by AP/Reuters)



- FAO/WHO should pull together a series of case studies that provide a human face to
the issues that are expected to be brought up during and immediately after ICN 2

- “Respect” for food and knowing the origins behind the food on your plate is an
interesting angle to explore whilst keeping an eye on emerging consumer trends (e.g.
farm-to-table restaurants or food concepts)

Media reports following the Briefing and Media Workshop:

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/10/31/nations-urged-address-malnutrition.html

http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/10/30/ri-s-focus-agriculture-maritime-praised.html

http://en.chinagate.cn/2014-10/30/content 33911866.htm

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-10/30/c 133752148.htm

http://spanish.peopledaily.com.cn/n/2014/1030/c31614-8802161.html

Photos of event:

ADG/RR Hiroyuki Konuma opens briefing


http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/10/31/nations-urged-address-malnutrition.html
http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/10/30/ri-s-focus-agriculture-maritime-praised.html
http://en.chinagate.cn/2014-10/30/content_33911866.htm
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/china/2014-10/30/c_133752148.htm
http://spanish.peopledaily.com.cn/n/2014/1030/c31614-8802161.html

The Briefing

FAO professional staff and the government representative from Timor-Leste



International correspondents and journalists flanked left and right by two FAO

Communication and KnowledgeManagement Officers
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Annex 1: Programme

: Food and Agriculture
QW@ Organizatiogn of the
United Nations
Nutrition and its Challenges — Briefing on
THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON NUTRITION (ICN2)

29 October 2014

at the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
39 Phra Atit Road, Bangkok, Thailand

5 09:00-09:30 § Registration

09 30-10:00 . Opening Session

' ' '
r=----TTTTTTT TS T T T oo e 1

i . Welcome Remarks by Mr Konuma, FAO Assistant Director-General and i
Regional Representative for Asia and the Pacific

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Current Food Security and Nutrition Challenges and the role of agriculture
: and food systems — by Mr Sumiter Broca, Policy Officer, FAO

Nutr/t/ona/ impact on health — by Mr Peter Hoejskov, Technical Officer, Food
5 Safety WHO — Western Pacific Region, Fiji

11:00-11:30 Global commitment to address nutritional challenges

r=----TTTTTTT TS T T T oo e 1

; . ICN2 Introduction — by Ms Shashi Sareen, Senior Food Safety and i
§ ' Nutrition Officer, FAO |

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Organization of the
United Nations

@p@ Food and Agriculture

ASIA-PACIFIC MEDIA WORKSHOP

Welcome and Introduction — by FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional
Representative (TBC)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

P/acmg nutrition back in the spotlight through traditional and Social Media
5 and the role and use of media planning in nutrition

(Including a Skype with WHO colleagues in Manila)
i (Including a breakout session)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Annex 2: List of member countries and partners who attended the briefing on Second
International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) — 29 October 2014, FAO Regional Office for
Asia and the Pacific, Bangkok, Thailand

EMBASSIES

BHUTAN

Mr. Sonam Phuntsho ( Counselor Political)
The Royal Bhutanese Embassy

375/1, Soi Ratchadanivej, Pracha-Uthit Road,
Samsen Nok, Huai Khwang,

Bangkok 10320

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM




Mr. Faizal Bahrin Bakri

Second Secretary

The Embassy of Brunei Darussalam
12 Ekamai soi 2, Sukhumvit 63 Road
Prakhanong Nuea, Watthana
Bangkok 10110

CHINA

Ms. FENG Xin

Assistant to the Permanent Representative of China
The Embassy of the People's Republic of China
57 Rachadapisake Road, Din Daeng

Bangkok 10400

DEMOCRACTIC PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Mr. Kim Jae Hon

Permanent Representative

The Embassy of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
14 Mooban Suanlaemthong

Pattanakarn Road Soi 28, Suan Luang,

Bangkok 10250

INDONESIA

Mr. Arif Suyoko
Minister Counsellor
Embassy of Indonesia
600-602

Petchburi Road,
Bangkok 10400

JAPAN

Ms. Chanyapach Unhajata
Political Assistant
Embassy of Japan

The Embassy of Japan
177 Witthayu Road
Lumphini,

Pathumwan

Bangkok 10330

PAKISTAN

Ms. Agsa Nawaz

First Secretary

Embassy of Pakistan

760 Sukhumvit Road,

Corner Soi Philippines
(Sukhumvit 30/1), Phra Khanong
Bangkok 10110
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PHILIPPINES

MS. MARIANNE S. MONTECILLO
Agriculture Assistant

Office of the Special Agriculture Representative
760 Sukhumvit Road,

Corner Soi Philippines

(Sukhumvit 30/1), Phra Khanong

Bangkok 10110

TIMOR LESTE

Mr. Francisco Dionisio Fernandes

Charge d' Affairs

The Embassy of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste
Thanapoom Tower

7th Floor, 1550 New Petchburi

Road, Makasan, Ratchathewi

Bangkok 10110

EUROPEAN UNION

Mr. Koen Everaert

The Delegation of the European Union to Thailand
Kian Gwan House 11, 19" FI.

140/1 Wireless Road

Bangkok 10330

Ms. Suparat Udomkiattikul

Programme Officer

Operations Section

The Delegation of the European Union to Thailand
Delegation of the European Union to Thailand

Kian Gwan House II, 19" FI.

140/1 Wireless Road

Bangkok 10330

The German International Cooperation

Ms. Wannipa Soda

Soil and Nutrient Expert

ASEAN Sustainable Agri-Food System
German International Cooperation

193/63 Lake Rajada Office Complex, 16th FI.,
New Ratchadapisek Rd.,Klongtoey

Bangkok 10110

USAID

Ms. Suzanne Polak
Regional Learning, Monitoring, and Evaluation Advisor
USAID Regional Development Mission for Asia
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Athenee Tower, 25th Floor
63 Wireless Road, Lumpini, Patumwan
Bangkok 10330

Annex 3: List of media participants who attended the Media Workshop on Nutrition and
ICN2

Mr William John Rowan Reid :
Executive Producer, Bush Telegraph, ABC RN I
16 Service St Hampton Vic :
Australia 3188 :
Mob: +61 3 9626 1359 | +61 407 946 681 :
Email: reid.rowan@abc.net.au :

1

Mr Mukund Padmanabhan I
Editor, The Hindu Business Line :
Kasturi Buildings :
859/860 Anna Salai :
Chennai -- 600002 :
India :
Telephone number: +919841045394 :
Email: mukund.p@thehindu.co.in |
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. Mr Ridwan Max Sijabat

| Editor

: The Jakarta Post

1 JIn Palmerah Barat 142-143
: Jakarta 10270

| Indonesia

! Tel: 021 5300478

1 Email: ridwan1958@gmail.com
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Mr Ming Dajun

Bureau Chief

Xinhua News Agency Bangkok Bureau
140/358-9 Sathorn House, Silom, Bangrak, Bangkok,10500
Tel: 02-6379289

Mob: 081-8122010

Email: bkkxha@gmail.com
Fax:02-6379283

Ms Zhang Chunxiao

Correspondent

Xin Hua News Agency, Bangkok Bureau
Tel: +662 637 9281

Email: appleluohua@126.com
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mailto:last.first@abc.net.au
mailto:mukund.p@thehindu.co.in
mailto:ridwan1958@gmail.com
tel:02-6379289
mailto:bkkxha@gmail.com
mailto:appleluohua@126.com

Freelance (writes for Al Jazeera)
Tel: +66 817 817 511
Email: dana.savannah@gmail.com

Mr Steve Herman

SE Asian Bureau Chief and Correspondent
Voice of America

Email: sherman@voanews.com

Mr Simon Webb

Bureau Chief

Reuters

Tel: 02 648 9757

Email: simon.webb@thomronreuters.com

Mr Peter Hoejskov
WHO Fiji
Email: Hoejskovp@wpro.who.int

Mr Jason Ligot
ligotj@wpro.who.int

Mr Ruel Serrano
serranor@who.int
serranor@wpro.who.int

____________ e
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