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The climate, financial

and energy crisis which are taking place during
the first decades of the 21st century boosts the
interest on land and resources. Those resources
(ell, minerals, wood) are often found outside the
national borders. Another important resource are
agricultural products, such as food or biofuels,

The dimension of this trend remains unclear due
to the secrecy surrounding the land
concessions, but there is no doubt about the
large scale of this global phenomenon. The new
trend of investors seeking land in foreign
countries has attracted much attention during the
last 5 years. This attention is partly due to the
social conflicts or environmental burdens
associated to these land acquisitions, which
deservedly are often referred to as

land grabs.
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= some of the crops ncluded as biofuels fepdstock
arg “flex crops” such as sugarcane or sayva which can
be either be wsed for hiofuels or food production.

FOOD VERSUS FUEL DEBATE

The high pressure on land was a major cause of the food crisis in 200772008, when food
Frices peaked, decreasing the food access of millions. Biofuels played an important role
n this crisis: millions of hectares were dedicated to energy crops rather than food.
Consequently, the availability of food decreased and the prices soared.

Biofuels also hampers the access to food directly; with investors seeking land in the
global South the evictions of locals are common. Subsistence farming Is substituted by
industrialized agriculture and food harvests are replaced with non edible energy crops.

According to Vandana Shiva “from the richest countries in the Morth to the poorest
countries in the South, food security is being forgotten in order to keep the energy
infrastructure well-ciled”.
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