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OUTCOME OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR

Sustainable Food Security and Nutrition
Under Agriculture Transformation and Urbanization
Friday 26™ May, 2017, 9:00 — 13:00
Agricultural Information Institute of CAAS — Beijing, China

This international seminar was hosted by the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS) and
co-organized by the Agricultural Information Institute (All) of CAAS and the HLPE. This seminar
discussed the ongoing changes in agriculture and food systems, in a context of urbanization and
rural transformations, and their impacts on food security and nutrition (FSN) in China and in the
World. This event, chaired by Professor Mei Fangquan, former Director General of All of CAAS and
HLPE Steering Committee member, attracted a large audience, including academics, journalists,
officials from Chinese government, representatives of FAO and WFP, representatives of private
corporations or private foundations.

In his welcoming remarks, Dr Zhang Lubiao, Deputy Director of International Cooperation
Department of Ministry of Agriculture (MOA) highlighted the importance of scientific, technical,
financial, political and institutional innovations to meet the future food demand in China and at the
global level. He also mentioned the engagement of China for food security and nutrition in South
Asia with the Belt and Road initiative, as well as in Africa. Dr Patrick Caron, HLPE Steering
Committee Chairperson, highlighted the important role that China plays in the transformation of
agriculture and food systems.

This half-day event was organized in two sessions.

During the first session, Dr Jessica Fanzo, HLPE Project Team leader, presented the main findings
of the forthcoming HLPE report on Nutrition and food systems. The report analyzes the interactions
between changing food systems and evolving diets and points out the changes needed in food
systems to achieve enhanced FSN for all in a sustainable way. During the discussion, Dr Guo Pei,
Dean of the School of Economics and Management in China Agricultural University, focused on the
importance of investments and public-private partnerships along the food value chain to provide
more, better and safer food. He also highlighted the important contribution of small producers to
FSN. Dr Nie Fengying, HLPE Project team member and All. Deputy Director General, then shared
the outcomes of an All research project on FSN in poor rural areas in China and called for enhanced
nutrition education and for incorporation of nutrition targets into poverty reduction goals. In his
comments, Mr Qu Sixi, WFP China representative, presented FSN as an important condition of
poverty alleviation. He highlighted the specific role of women and the need for women
empowerment.

During the second session, Dr Patrick Caron presented the HLPE, the science-policy interface of the
Committee on World Food Security (CFS), whose core mission is to provide scientific analysis on
complex issues related to FSN in order to inform political discussions in CFS. He presented the
HLPE 2" note on Critical and emerging issues for FSN (2017)' which highlights 9 main issues that
would deserve further attention in future global policy debates. Dr Kevin Chen, IFPRI Senior
Research Fellow and Director of China Program, praised the HLPE for its comprehensive approach
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of FSN that, beyond economic and technical issues, also covers the political dimensions of FSN, and
stressed the importance of good governance and strong institutions to ensure FSN. Dr Chen
Mengshan, Director of the National Food Security and Nutrition Consultant Council, presented the
considerable economic and social transformations ongoing in China and their impacts on agriculture
and food systems, diets and, finally, on FSN. He developed the new vision encompassed in the
China Food and Nutrition Development Program (2014-2020). The discussant, Mr Lu Xiaoping,
Director of the CIP? China Center for Asia Pacific Region, recalled China’s starvation history. He
acknowledged the importance of progressing towards better nutrition but stressed that ending
hunger remains the first challenge.

In his concluding remarks, Dr. Wu Kongming, Vice-President of CAAS recalled the engagement of
Chinese government in food security and poverty reduction and the role of CAAS in agricultural
development during the past 60 years. Dr Wang Ren, FAO Assistant Director General, praised the
evidence-based and holistic approach, as well as the increasing impact of the HLPE work. He also
highlighted, as an inspiring example for FAO and the HLPE, the importance given by China to
investments and innovations in agriculture.
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR

Sustainable Food Security and Nutrition
Under Agriculture Transformation and Urbanization
Friday 26™ May, 2017, 9:00 — 13:00
Agricultural Information Institute of CAAS — Beijing, China

Scope: The current transformation of the agricultural landscape, with increasing urbanization and
sophisticated food systems acting on a global scale, challenges the concept of sustainable food security
and nutrition (FSN) at all levels. This international seminar intends to discuss, first the preliminary findings
from the HLPE report on “Nutrition and Food Systems” and then the results of the recent open inquiry on
“Critical and emerging issues for FSN” in the overall perspective of the Agenda 2030 in order to inform the
global policy debate on the possible concrete actions to foster sustainability in FSN.

08:00-09:00 Registration / Welcome

09:00-09:30 Opening Remarks

09:00-09:10 Chairman: Prof.Mei Fangquan, CAAS

09:10-09:20 Welcome Remarks from Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (CAAS)
09:20-09:30 Remarks and Introduction of CFS HLPE

Session 1
Preliminary findings of the HLPE report on Nutrition and food systems
09:30-09:50 . .
Dr. Jessica Fanzo, HLPE Project team leader
09:50-10:10 Food Security and Nutrition in Poverty Areas in China

Dr. Nie Fengying, Deputy Director of Agricultural Information Institute of CAAS
10:10-10:30 Discussion with the floor

10:30-10:50 Coffee Break

Session 2

Critical and Emerging Issues in Food Security and Nutrition
Dr.Patrick Caron, HLPE Chair

11:10-11:30 Discussion with the floor

10:50-11:10

China’s Food Security and Nutrition in Transformation Era

11:30-11:50 . . ) .\ .
Dr. Chen Mengshan, Director of National Food Security and Nutrition Consultant Council (TBC)

Youth Innovative Participation for Sustainable Food Security and Nutrition

11:50-12:10
Ms. Courtney Paisley, YPARD Global Coordinator (TBC)

12:10-12:30 Discussion with the floor

12:30-12:40 Concluding Remarks
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