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Role of the CNS-FAO:

• An advisory body to the Swiss Government set 
up by the Federal Council in 1947

• To advise on important issues concerning food 
security as well as the FAO and other Rome 
based UN organizations

• To act as a body that launches initiatives and 
as a discussion forum

• To act as an information source and to handle 
public relations

• To act as a liaison between Switzerland and 
the FAO



The CNS-FAO – A Multi-stakeholder Forum
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Members Affiliation

Sylvie Aubert Brühlmann Agridea

Regina Ammann Syngenta

Frank Eyhorn HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation

Laurent Gaberell Public Eye

Tina Goethe Bread for All

Michelle Grant World Food System Center, ETH Zurich

Robert Lehmann School of Agricultural, Forest and Food Sciences (HAFL)

Ulrike Minkner Uniterre

Urs Niggli Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL)

Beat Röösli Swiss Farmers Association

Anne Roulin Nestlé

Christian Speckhardt responsAbility

Sonja Tschirren Biovision

Roger Wehrli economiesuisse

Josef Zisyadis Slow Food Switzerland



PromotionInvestment

Sustainable 
Agriculture & 
Food Systems

Legislation

KNOWLEDGE MARKET

POLICY

COLLABORATION

Multi-stakeholder initiatives

Public private 
partnerships

Civil society 
engagement

Research and 
development 
on SAFS

Capacities 
& know-how 
on SAFS

Increased demand
for sustainable 
products

Awareness on 
the benefits 
of SAFS

Collaborating to jointly contribute to agreed goals

CNS-FAO (2016): «Working towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems»
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CNS-FAO (2016): «Working towards Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems»



Discussion points regarding the role of Agroecology

5

• Conceptual clarity: How does agroecology relate to 
other approaches – competing or synergistic?

• Knowledge: Can we endorse agroecology as a key 
concept for system redesign and assessment?

• Market: What structures and measures are suitable to 
link agroecological producers and consumers? 

• Policy: How to get to a coherent policy context that 
allows agroecology to unfold its full potential?

• Collaboration: How to trigger collaboration of different 
stakeholders to up-scale agroecology?


