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Background*

1.

The Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies offer countries a unigque
opportunity to participate in the formulation of food standards and texts for their global
application, to protect the health of consumers and ensure fair practices in the trade of food.
Today, 99% of the world's population is represented at the Commission through 175 member
countries, including 33 in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) accounting for 19% of all
member countries, and one member organization (European Community).

The Commission meets every year, alternating between the headquarters of FAO and of the
World Health Organization (WHO). There are also meetings of its Executive Committee,
attended by the Chairperson of the Commission, the Vice-Chairpersons, the members elected
from the geographical regions and the regional coordinators.

The Codex Commission functions with different types of subsidiary body.

The General Subject Committees (or horizontal committees) responsible for determining
global concepts and principles to apply to food in general or to selected foods or groups of
food (e.g. hygiene, additives, contaminants). They ratify or examine the relevant provisions of
Codex commodity standards. The Commodity Committees (or vertical committees)
responsible for drawing up standards for specific foods or groups of food. General subject or
commodity committees meet at intervals of one to two years, as appropriate. Their sessions
are convened and chaired by a host country designated by the Commission. These committees
are dissolved or suspended (sine die) when the Commission decides their work has been
completed.

The Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces have very limited, time-bound mandates. Their
meetings are also convened and chaired by a host country. Those currently active with the
participation of LAC countries are:

- Task Force on Food Derived from Biotechnology

! Cf. Understanding the Codex Alimentarius. Third Edition. WHO/FAQ, Rome 2006.
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6.

- Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance
- Task Force on the Processing and Handling of Quick-Frozen Foods.

The FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees have, among their objectives, the identification of
regional problems and needs relating to food standards and inspection. They normally meet
every two years, with representations sent from the countries of the respective region. The
coordinating country of a region also chairs the Coordinating Committee (for a maximum
term of two sessions). The 14" and 15" sessions of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee
for Latin America and the Caribbean were held in Argentina (2004 and 2006). The next will
be hosted by Mexico in November 2008.

The range of Codex Alimentarius sessions held between August of one year and July of the
next have been studied to determine the participation of the LAC countries.

Sessions from August 2005 to July 2006: Table 1

8.

10.

11.

12.

There were 8 horizontal committee sessions during this period. For the Caribbean, the country
with the highest attendance was Cuba (6/8); for North and Central America, Mexico (6/8) and
Costa Rica (8/8); while for South America, Brazil attended all sessions, followed by Chile
(7/8) and Argentina (6/8). As regards the remaining countries, 12 (mostly in the Caribbean)
did not attend a single session; 10 only attended one session; and 5 participated in 2 sessions.

The horizontal committee sessions with the highest attendance of LAC countries during this

period were:

e 14th Session of the Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification
Systems, attended by 42% of all LAC countries?, accounting for 17% of all countries
attending.

e 34" Session of the Committee on Food Labelling, attended by 30% of all LAC countries?,
accounting for 18% of all countries attending.

e 27" Session of the Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses, attended
by 24% of all LAC countries*, accounting for 13% of all countries attending.

With regard to the vertical (or commodity) committees, only one session was held during this
period, that of the Committee on Milk and Milk Products (New Zealand, March 2006). The
session was attended by no countries from the Caribbean and very few from Latin America
(Mexico, Nicaragua, Argentina and Brazil), representing 12% of the regional total and 10% of
all countries attending.

With regard to the 5" Session of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Food Derived
from Biotechnology (Japan, September 2005), there was again very limited participation from
LAC countries (Cuba, Costa Rica, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil and Chile), representing 18% of
the regional total and accounting for 12% of all countries attending.

The 29™ Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (July 2006) was attended by 58% of
LAC countries (4/14 for the Caribbean, 7/8 for North and Central America and 8/11 for South
America). However, this high regional proportion drops to 18% in terms of all member
countries attending the session.

Sessions from August 2006 to July 2007: Table 2

13.

There were 9 horizontal committee sessions during this period. The countries with the highest
participation were: for the Caribbean, Cuba (7/9), followed by Jamaica and Dominican

2 Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Cuba, Dominica, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Ecuador,
Guyana, Venezuela.

® Barbados, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Paraguay.

* Cuba, Costa Rica, Mexico, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Venezuela.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Republic (3/9); for Central and North America, Mexico (7/9), followed by Costa Rica (5/9);
South America was led by Brazil (7/9), followed by Argentina and Chile (6/9), then Paraguay
and Ecuador (4/9). Of the remaining countries, 9 (mostly in the Caribbean) did not attend a
single session; 9 countries participated in only one session; 5 countries participated in 3; and 2
countries participated in 3 and 4 sessions respectively.

The horizontal committee meetings with highest LAC attendance during this period were the
35" Session of the Committee on Food Labelling, attended by 58% of LAC countries,
accounting for 24% of all countries attending. The meetings on: General Principles; Food
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems; Pesticide Residues; and Food
Hygiene, were attended by 27% of LAC countries. However this proportion works out at
13%, 18%, 17% and 16%, respectively, when measured against all member countries
attending.

The other sessions of horizontal committees: Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses;
Methods of Analysis and Sampling; Food Contaminants; and Food Additives, were those with
the lowest LAC attendance: 18% the first, 9% the others. These proportions fall to 14% for
Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses, to 6% for Methods of Analysis and Sampling
and to 5% for Food Contaminants and Food Additives when set against overall country
attendance.

As regards the vertical committees, the ranking in terms of LAC attendance was: Fresh Fruits
and Vegetables (27%); Fish and Fishery Products (18%); Fats and Oils (15%) and Processed
Fruits and Vegetables (9%). The countries of South America were more consistently present
at these sessions: Brazil (3/4), Argentina, Chile, Ecuador and Peru (2/4). For the rest, Mexico,
Costa Rica and Cuba each attended two of four sessions.

As regards the 6™ Session of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Food Derived from
Biotechnology (Japan, September 2006), there was no attendance from the Caribbean
countries; only Costa Rica and Mexico from Central and North America; while South
America was represented by Argentina, Brazil, Chile and this time also Paraguay. This
translates as 18% LAC attendance, down to 13% as a proportion of all members attending.

The session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean
held in Argentina in November 2006 was attended by 8 out of 14 Caribbean countries; by 5
out of 8 Central and North American countries; and by 8 out of 11 South American countries
— a country representation of 64%.

Finally and notably, the 30" Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (July 2007) was
attended by 61% of LAC countries (4/14 Caribbean, 6/8 North and Central America, 10/11
South America). However, the LAC participation drops to 17% in terms of overall country
attendance.

The above study indicates that the LAC developing countries with the highest attendance at
Codex Alimentarius committee meetings are: Cuba for the Caribbean; Mexico and Costa Rica
for North and Central America, respectively; and Brazil, Argentina and Chile for South
America.
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Table N° 1: Meetings of Codex Alimentarius committees for the period August 2005 to July 2006

COUNTRIES

CARIBBEAN

Antigua and Barbuda

Bahamas

Barbados

Cuba

Dominica

Grenada

Haiti

Jamaica

Dominican Republic

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines

Suriname

Trinidad and Tobago

Caribbean Total
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(90 Inc *Arear)
uoISSIWWOY SniJejusW |y
X8P0D UOISS3S ,62

(50 1das ‘ueder) ABojouyosiolg
Wi} PaALIsQ poo4 uo

90104 sk [eluswuianohisiu]
J0H PV UOISSaS ;G

(90 yore ‘pueresz
M8N) S10NpoId YIIN pue
YIIA UO 991WILLIOD UOISS3S /)

(90 Ae ‘Arebunpy) Burdwes
pue sisAjeuy 0 SpoylsN
U0 993IWWOD UOISSAS /2

(90 AeiN ‘epeue)) Buijjage
004 U0 a3 IWWO0D UOoISSag Eﬁm

(90 1dv ‘spuepiayiaN)
SJUBUIWEBIUOD PUB SSAINPPY
Po04 U0 33IWWO0D UOISSaS ,8€

(so

AON ‘Auewlsg) sesn Aleisiq
|e19ads 10} SPO0H pue UORLINN
U0 993IWWOD UOISSAS /2

(90 Aein ‘001x8N) SO0
u1 sbni@ AJeuniaia A o senpisay
Uo 993WWoY UoIssas 9T

(90
1dy ‘|1ze1g) senpisay apIonsad
U0 381D UOISSS ,8€

(S0 MON ‘eijensny)

SWRISAS UONRIILIISD pue
uonoadsu| uodx3 pue Lodw|
Po04 U0 93PIWWO0D UOISS3S 7T

(90
1dy ‘aourid) sajdioulid [eiauss)
U0 3311WWOY UOISSaS (€2

COUNTRIES

CENTRAL AND NORTH AMERICA

Belize

Costa Rica

El Salvador

Guatemala

Honduras

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

CA and Mexico Total
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Table N° 1 continued
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COUNTRIES

SOUTH AMERICA

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil
Chile

Colombia

Ecuador

Guyana

Paraguay

Peru

Uruguay

Venezuela

South America Total

LAC countries participating

Total countries participating

% LAC participation*

* as a proportion of all LAC countries
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Table N° 2: Meetings of Codex Alimentarius committees for the period August 2006 to July 2007
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COUNTRIES

CARIBBEAN

Antigua and Barbuda

Bahamas

Barbados

Cuba

Dominica

Grenada

Haiti

Jamaica

Dominican Republic

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines

Surinam

Trinidad and Tobago

Caribbean Total
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COUNTRIES

CENTRAL AND NORTH AMERICA

Belize

Costa Rica

El Salvador

Guatemala

Honduras

Mexico

Nicaragua

Panama

CA and Mexico Total
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COUNTRIES

SOUTH AMERICA

Argentina

Bolivia

Brazil
Chile

Colombia

Ecuador

Guyana

Paraguay

Peru

Uruguay

Venezuela

South America Total

LAC countries participating

Total countries participating

% LAC participation *

* as a proportion of all LAC countries



