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During the Fifth Inter-sessional Meeting of the Chairman’s Contact Group, Rome, 5-10 February
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Undertaking, and has accordingly prepared the present document.

This supplements document CGRFA-8/99/9, Revision of the I nternational Undertaking on
Plant Genetic Resources: legal and ingtitutional options.
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MATERIAL OF RELEVANCE FOR THE LEGAL AND
INSTITUTIONAL STATUSOF THE REVISED INTERNATIONAL
UNDERTAKING ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES, WHICH WAS REQUESTED
BY THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE CONTACT GROUP

. TERMINOLOGY GOVERNING ENTRY INTO FORCE OF AGREEMENTS

1. The standard formulation used in most multilateral Agreements is signature subject to
ratification, acceptance or approval. In such a situation, unless otherwise indicated, signature does
not establish the consent of a State to be bound by the Agreement. Consent to be bound depends
on a further treaty action, which may be described as ratification, acceptance, or approval. In
some instances, where a State has not signed the agreement, it is provided that it may adhere to or
accede to it at some later date, thereby consenting to be bound by it.

2. In FAO there is a practice of using a more simplified procedure for bringing into force an
Agreement. This involves the adoption of the Agreement by the Conference or, in the case of
regiona Agreements, the Council, followed by acceptance. In such a case, adoption by
Conference or Council is equivalent to signature, while acceptance is the treaty action by which a
Member or non-Member consents to be bound. Acceptance here is equivalent to ratification,
adherence, approva or accession in other multilateral Agreements. This simplified procedure is
recommended in the guidelines to Article X1V Agreements, as set out in Part R of the Basic Texts
of the Organization.

[I. TIMING
A. Article X1V Body

1. The Agreement needs to be approved by the Conference asit is global in nature (Article X1V
Constitution).

2. Accordingly, under Rule XXI GRO, the Director-General is required to notify Members of
any proposal for such an Agreement not later than the time when he dispatches the agenda of the
session of the Conference or the Council at which the matter is to be considered. This will require
the Agreement to be finalized and sent out to Members not less than ningty days (in the present
case, end of July) before the Conference session starting on 2 November 2001 (Rule Il GRO).

3. Itisthe practice that such Agreements be considered also by the Committee on Constitutional
and Lega Matters (CCLM) prior to consideration by the Conference or Council. In this present
case, it is appropriate that CCLM should consider this matter in view of its relationship to the
Convention on Biological Diversity. The only session planned for CCLM in 2001 is 2-3 October
2001.

B. OutsideArticle X1V framework

4. It would be possible for an Agreement to be formulated under the auspices of FAO but
outside its congtitutional framework. In such a stuation, FAO could convene a diplomatic
conference to consider and adopt an international agreement. Diplomatic conferences for the
adoption of multilateral agreements can be convened by the FAO Conference or by the Director-
Genera on the authority of the Conference. Such an approach would enable the Agreement to be
formulated without restraints as regards the timing of the FAO Conference, or of the Council,
further it would not allow the automatic institutional and financial commitment of FAO as with
Agreements concluded within the framework of the FAO Congtitution.
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[Il. TREATIESDEPOSTED WITH FAO

The following text is taken from the FAO web-site at http://www.fao.org/legal, at the link,
“Treaties’. Thefull texts of all the treaties are available in links from that page.

1. Under the provisons of Article XIV of the FAO Constitution, the Conference may
“... approve and submit to Member Nations conventions or agreements concerning questions
relating to food and agriculture” and the Council may “... approve and submit to Member Nations
agreements concerning questions relating to food and agriculture which are of particular interest
to Member Nations of geographical areas specified in such agreements ...”.

2. The conventions and agreements concluded under Article X1V of the FAO Congtitution, as
well as those treaties concluded outside the framework of FAO in respect of which the Director-
Genera exercises depositary functions, are listed in chronological order according to the dates on
which they were concluded. The Parties to each convention and agreement, appear in a phabetical
order with the dtatus of their participation (e.g. signature and deposit of an instrument of
ratification, approval, accession, adherence or acceptance). The date underlined on the list of

participants for each convention and agreement is the date of receipt of the instrument bringing
the treaty into force.

Conventions and Agreements concluded under
Article X1V of the FAO Constitution

Agreement for the Establishment of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (1948)
Constitution of the International Rice Commission (1948)

Agreement for the Establishment of a General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
(1949) - Amended text approved by FAO Council at its 113th Session (November 1997)

International Plant Protection Convention (1951) - New revised text approved by FAO
Conference at its 29th Session (November 1997)

Congtitution of the European Commission for the Control of Foot-and-Mouth Disease (1953)
Plant Protection Agreement for the Asia and Pacific Region (1955)
Convention Placing the International Poplar Commission within the framework of FAO (1959)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the
Eastern Region of its Distribution Areain South-West Asia (1963)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the
Centra Region (1965)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in North-
West Africa (1970)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Regional Anima Production and Health Commission for
Asiaand the Pacific (1973)

Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures
by Fishing Vessdls on the High Seas (1993)

Agreement for the Establishment of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (1993)
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Agreement for the Establishment of the Regional Commission for Fisheries (RECOFI) (1999)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Commission for Controlling the Desert Locust in the
Western Region (2000)

Conventions and Agreements concluded outside the framework of FAO
in respect of which the Director-General exercises depostary functions

International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (1966) - Protocol amending the
Convention concluded at Paris in 1984; - Protocol amending the Convention concluded at Madrid
in 1992

Convention on the Conservation of the Living Resources of the South-East Atlantic (1969) -
Protocol of Termination of the Convention concluded at Madrid in 1990

Agreement for the Establishment of a Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Asia and the
Pecific (1978)

Agreement for the Establishment of a Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Africa (1979)
Agreement for the Egablishment of a Regiona Centre on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development of Latin America and the Caribbean (1981) - Protocol to amend the Agreement
concluded at Panamain 1985

Agreement for the Establishment of a Regiona Centre on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development for the Near East (1983)

Agreement for the Establishment of the Intergovernmenta Organization for Marketing
Information and Technical Advisory Services for Fishery Products in the Asia and Pacific Region
(1985)

Agreement on the Network of Aquaculture Centresin Asiaand the Pecific (1988)

Regional Convention on Fisheries Cooperation Among African States Bordering the Atlantic
Ocean (1991)

Agreement for the Establishment of the Intergovernmenta Organization for Marketing
Information and Cooperation Services for Fishery Products in Africa (1991)

Agreement for the Establishment of the Near East Plant Protection Organization (1993)

Condtitution of the Centre for Marketing Information and Advisory Services for Fishery Products
in the Arab Region (1993)

Congtitution of the Centre for Marketing Information and Advisory Services for Fishery Products
in Latin America and the Caribbean (1994)

Convention for the Establishment of the Lake Victoria Fisheries Organization (1994)

Convention of the African Network for the Development of Horticulture (2000) - Text exists only
in French

Agreement for the Establishment of the International Organization for the Development of
Fisheriesin Eastern and Central Europe (2000)
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IV.MAIN CHARACTERISTICSOF BODIESESTABLISHED UNDER
ARTICLESVI AND X1V OF THE FAO CONSTITUTION

Article VI Bodies

Article X1V Bodies

Authority for Establishment

The Conference, the Council or the Director-General
on the authority of the Conference or Council.

Member ship
All Member Nations and Associate Members.
Sour ce of Financing
1. Entirely financed by FAO except the
participation of membersto Sessions.
Possihility for extra-budgetary support.

3. Cannot havetheir own autonomous budget from
mandatory contributions.

N

Secretariat
Secretary appointed by the Director-General.
Powers

1. Havean advisory role. Can adopt
recommendations on management issues, which
are not binding.

2. Can create subsidiary bodies, subject to the
availability of fundsin the relevant approved
budget.

3. Canestablish rulesof procedurefor subsidiary
bodies, but the latter must be in conformity with
the Rules of Procedure of the parent body and the
General Rules of the Organization.

4. Bodies may recommend amendmentsto Statutes
which must be transmitted to the Director-
General and beincluded in the agenda of the
Council or Conference.

Authority for Establishment

1. Established through International Agreement by
the Contracting Parties under Article X1V of FAO
Constitution.

Member ship

Non-members of the Organization can be members
but must contribute towards the expensesincurred
by the Organization with respect to the activities of
the body.

Sour ce of Financing

Bodies established under Article X1V of the
Constitution fall into one of the three following
categories:

- bodies entirely financed by the
Organization,;

- bodiesthat, in addition to being financed
by the Organization may undertake
cooperative projects financed by the
members of the body;

- bodies that in addition to being financed
by the Organization, have autonomous
budgets.

Secretariat

Secretary appointed by Director-General but the
Agreement may provide for the consultation with or
with the approval or concurrence of Members of the
body concerned.

Powers

1. May haveregulatory powersto adopt
management measures of apotentially binding
nature.

2. Can create subsidiary bodies, subject to the
availability of fundsin the relevant approved
budget.

3. Bodies may adopt amendments to Conventions
and Agreements which shall be reported to the
Council which shall have the power to disallow
them.

4. Therulesof procedure shall not beinconsistent
with the Convention or Agreement establishing
the body or with the Constitution.




CGRFA/CG-6/01/3

V. FINANCIAL PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE XIV AGREEMENTS

1. Bodiesentirely financed by FAO

Title of the Agreement

Provision

Comments

International Plant Protection
Convention (1951)

No provisions

New revised text approved by FAO
Conf. at its 29'" Session (Nov. 1997)
[not yet in force]

No provisions

Plant Protection Agreement for the
Asia and the Pacific Region — 1955

ARTICLEII
Regiona Commission

5. Expensesincurred by delegates of Contracting
Governmentsin attending sessions of the
Commission shall be determined and paid by their
respective Governments. The Director-General of
the Organization shall appoint and providethe
secretariat of the Commission from the staff of the
Organization who shall serve only during the
sessions of the Commission. The expenses of the
secretariat of the Commission shall be determined

and paid by the Organization.
Convention Placing the International ARTICLE X
Poplar Commission within the
framework of FAO —1959 Expenses

1. Expensesincurred by delegates of Member
Nations of the Commission and of their alternates
and advisers, when attending sessions of the
Commission, or subsidiary bodies, aswell asthe
expensesincurred by observers, shall be borne by
the respective governments or organizations.

2. Expenses of all the members of the Executive
Committee when attending sessions of the
Executive Committee shall be borne by the
countries of which they are nationals.

3. Expensesincurred by individualsinvited intheir
personal capacity to attend sessions or participate
inthework of the Commission or its subsidiary
bodies shall be borne by such individual s except
when they have been requested to perform a
specific task on behalf of the Commission or its
subsidiary bodies.

4. The expenses of the Secretariat shal be borne
by the Organization.

5. When the Commission or Executive Committee
hold sessions el sawhere than at the seat of the
Commission, all additional expenses related to
such sessions shall be borne by the host
government. The expensesfor publications
relating to sessions of the Commission ather than
thereport of such sessions, of the Executive
Committee and subsidiary bodies shall be borne by
the host government.

Agreement to Promote Compliance
with International Conservation and
M anagement Measures by Fishing
Vessals on the High Seas— 1993

No provisions
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2. Bodies that, in addition to being financed by FAO, may undertake
cooper ative projects financed by member s of the Body

Title of the Agreement Provision Comments

Agreement for the Establishment of ARTICLE VIII
the Asa-Pacific Fishery Commission — | g,

1948 penses
1. The expenses of delegates and their alternates,
experts and advisers occasioned by attendance at
sessions of the Commission and the expenses of
representatives on committees or working parties
established in accordance with Article 111 of this
Agreement shall be determined and paid by their
respective governments.

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, including
publications and communications, and of the
Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the immediately
retired Chairman of the Commission and of the
other two members of the Executive Committee
when performing duties connected with the
Commission’swork during intervals between its
sessions, shall be determined and paid by the
Organization within the limits of abiennial budget
prepared and approved in accordance with the
Constitution, the General Rules and Financial
Regulations of the Organization.

3. The expenses of research or devel opment
projects undertaken by individual Members of the
Commission, whether independently or upon the
recommendation of the Commission, shall be
determined and paid by their respective
governments.

4. The expensesincurred in connection with
activities undertaken in accordance with the
provisions of Article IV, paragraphs (e) and (f)*,
unless otherwise available shall be determined and
paid by the Membersin theform and proportion to
which they shall mutually agree. Cooperative
projects shall be submitted to the Council of the
Organization prior to implementation.
Contributionsfor cooperative projects shall be
paid into atrust fund to be established by the
Organization and shall be administered by the
Organization in accordance with the Financial
Regulations and Rules of the Organization.

5. The expenses of expertsinvited, with the
concurrence of the Director-General, to attend
meetings of the Commission, committees or
working partiesin their individual capacity shall
be borne by the budget of the Organization.

* W

(e) to encourage, recommend, coordinate and, as appropriate, undertake training and extension activitiesin all aspects of
fisheries,

(f) to encourage, recommend, coordinate and undertake, as appropriate, research and development activitiesin all aspects of
fisheries;

Congtitution of the International Rice ARTICLE VII
Commission — 1948 Expenses

1. Expensesincurred by delegatesand their
alternates and advisersin attending meetings of the
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Title of the Agreement

Provision

Comments

Commission and expensesincurred by
representatives sent to committees or working
parties established in accordance with Article V1,
shall be determined and paid by their respective
governments.

2. The expenses of expertsinvited, with the
concurrence of the Director-General, to attend
meetings of the Commission, committees or
working partiesin their individual capacity shall
be borne by the budget of the Organization.

3. The expenses of the Secretariat of the
Commission, and any expenses incurred by the
Chairman of the Commission in performing duties
connected with itswork in intervals between
sessions of the Commission, shall be determined
and paid by the Organization within the limits of
the budget of the Organization prepared and
approved by the Conference of the Organizationin
accordance with the General Rulesand Financial
Regulations of the Organization for the time being
inforce.

4, Expensesfor cooperative projects by Members
asauthorized in Article IV(c), unlessthey are met
by the Organization or from any other source, shall
be determined and paid by Membersin such
manner and proportions as they may mutually
agree. Cooperative projects shall be submitted to
the Council of the Organization prior to
implementation. Contributions for cooperative
projects shall be paid into atrust fund to be
established by the Organization and administered
by the Organization in accordance with the
Financial Regulations of the Organization.

Agreement for the Establishment of a
General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean — 1949

ARTICLEIX
Expenses

1. The expenses of delegates and their alternates,
experts and advisers occasioned by attendance at
sessions of the Commission and the expenses of
representatives sent to committees or working
parties established in accordance with Article VI
of this Agreement shall be determined and paid by
therespective Members.

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, including
publications and communications and the expenses
incurred by the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of
the Commission, when performing duties on

behalf of the Commission between Commission
sessions, shall be determined and paid by the
Organization within the limits of the relevant
appropriations provided for in the budget of the
Organization.

3. The expenses of research and devel opment
projects undertaken by individual Members of the
Commission, whether independently or upon
recommendation of the Commission, shall be
determined and paid by the Members concerned.
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Title of the Agreement

Provision

Comments

4. The expenses incurred in connection with
cooperative research or development projects
undertaken in accordance with the provisions of
Articlelll, paragraph 1(e), unless otherwise
available shall be determined and paid by the
Membersin the form and proportion to which they
shall mutually agree. Cooperative projects shall be
submitted to the Council of the Organization prior
to implementation. Contributions for cooperative
projects shall be paid into atrust fund to be
established by the Organization and shall be
administered by the Organization in accordance
with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the
Organization.

5. The expenses of expertsinvited, with the
concurrence of the Director-General, to attend
meetings of the Commission, committees or
working partiesin their individual capacity shall
be borne by the budget of the Organization.

6. The Commission may accept voluntary
contributions generally or in connection with
specific projects or activities of the Commission.
Such contributions shall be paid into atrust fund to
be established by the Organization. The
acceptance of such voluntary contributionsand the
administration of thetrust fund shall bein
accordance with the Financial Regulations and
Rules of the Organization.
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3. Bodies that, in addition to being financed by FAO, have autonomous budgets

Title of the Agreement Provision Comments
Agreement for the Establishment of | ARTICLE IX Amended text
aGeneral FisheriesCommission for | Finances approved by FAO

the M editerranean — 1949

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the autonomous
budget in accordance with a scale of contributions
to be adopted by the Commission.

2. At each regular session, the Commission shall
adopt its autonomous budget by consensus of its
Members, provided however that if, after every
effort has been made, a consensus cannot be
reached in the course of that session, the matter
will be put to avote and the budget shall be
adopted by atwo-thirds majority of itsMembers.

3. (@ Theamount of the contribution of each
Member of the Commission shall be
determined in accordance with a scheme
which the Commission shall adopt and
amend by consensus.

(b) Theschemeadopted or amended by the
Commission shall be set out inthe
Financial Regulations of the
Commission.

4. Any non-Member of the Organization that
becomes aMember of the Commission shall be
required to make such contribution towards the
expensesincurred by the Organization with
respect to the activities of the Commission asthe
Commission may determine.

5. Contributions shall be payablein freely
convertible currencies unless otherwise
determined by the Commission with the
concurrence of the Director-General.

6. The Commission may also accept donations
and other forms of assistance from organizations,
individuals and other sourcesfor purposes
connected with the fulfilment of any of its
functions.

7. Contributions and donations and other forms of
assistance received shall be placedin aTrust
Fund administered by the Director-General in
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

8. A Member of the Commission whichisin
arrearsin the payment of itsfinancial
contributions to the Commission shall have no
vote in the Commission if the amount of its
arrears equal s or exceeds the amount of the
contributions due from it for the two preceding
calendar years. The Commission may,
nevertheless, permit such aMember to voteif itis
satisfied that the failure to pay was dueto
conditions beyond the control of the Member but
in no case shal it extend theright to vote beyond
afurther two calendar years.

Council at its 113"
Session (Nov. 97) [not
yet in force]
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Title of the Agreement Provision Comments
ARTICLE X
Expenses

1. The expenses of delegates and their alternates,
experts and advisers occasioned by attendance at
sessions of the Commission and the expenses of
representatives sent to committees or working
parties established in accordance with Article VI
of this Agreement shall be determined and paid
by the respective Members.

2. The expenses of the Secretariat, including
publications and communications and the
expenses incurred by the Chairman and Vice-
Chairmen of the Commission, when performing
duties on behalf of the Commission between
Commission sessions, shall be determined and
paid from the budget of the Commission.

3. The expenses of research and devel opment
projects undertaken by individual Members of the
Commission, whether independently or upon
recommendation of the Commission, shall be
determined and paid by the Members concerned.

4. The expensesincurred in connection with
cooperative research or development projects
undertaken in accordance with the provisions of
Articlelll, paragraph 1(e), unless otherwise
available shall be determined and paid by the
Membersin the form and proportion to which
they shall mutually agree. Contributions for
cooperative projects shall be paid into atrust fund
to be established by the Organization and shall be
administered by the Organization in accordance
with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the
Organization.

5. The expenses of expertsinvited to attend
meetings of the Commission, committees or
working partiesin their individual capacity shall
be borne by the budget of the Commission.

6. The Commission may accept voluntary
contributions generally or in connection with
specific projects or activities of the Commission.
Such contributions shall be paid into atrust fund
to be established by the Organization. The
acceptance of such voluntary contributionsand
the administration of thetrust fund shall bein
accordance with the Financial Regulations and
Rules of the Organization.

ARTICLE XI
Administration

1. The Secretary of the Commission (hereinafter
referred to asthe “ Secretary”) shall be appointed
by the Director-Genera with the approval of the
Commission, or in the event of appointment
between regular sessions of the Commission, with
the approval of the Members of the Commission.
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Title of the Agreement

Provision

Comments

2. The Secretary shall beresponsible for
implementing the policies and activities of the
Commission and shall report thereon to the
Commission. The Secretary shall also act as
Secretary to other subsidiary bodies established
by the Commission, asrequired.

3. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its autonomous budget except those
relating to such staff and facilities as can be made
available by the Organization. The expensesto be
borne by the Organization shall be determined
and paid within the limits of the biennia budget
prepared by the Director-General and approved
by the Conference of the Organizationin
accordance with the General Rulesand the
Financial Regulations of the Organization.

4. Expensesincurred by delegates, their
alternates, experts and advisers when attending,
as government representatives, sessions of the
Commission, itssub-commissionsand its
committees, aswell asthe expensesincurred by
observersat sessions, shall be borne by the
respective governments or organizations. The
expenses of expertsinvited by the Commission to
attend, intheir individual capacity, meetings of
the Commission or its sub-commissionsor
committees shall be borne by the budget of the
Commission.

Congtitution of the European
Commission for the Control of
Foot-and-M outh Disease— 1953

ARTICLE XII
Administration

1. The staff of the Secretariat of the Commission
shall be appointed by the Director-General with
the approval of the Executive Committee, and for
administrative purposes shall be responsibleto
the Director-General. They shall be appointed
under the same terms and conditions as the staff
of the Organization.

2. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its Administrative Budget except those
relating to such staff and facilitieswhich can be
made available by the Organization. The
expensesto be borne by the Organization shall be
determined and paid within the limits of the
biennial budget prepared by the Director-General
and approved by the Conference of the
Organization in accordance with the General
Rules and the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

3. Expensesincurred by delegates, their
aternates, experts and advisers when attending
sessions of the Commission and its committees as
government representatives, aswell asthe
expensesincurred by observersat sessions, shall
be borne by the respective governmentsor
organizations. The expenses of expertsinvited by
the Commission to attend meetings of the
Commission or its committeesin their individual
capacity shall be borne by the budget of the
Commission.
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Title of the Agreement Provision Comments
ARTICLE XIlII
Finance

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the administrative
budget in accordance with a scale of
contributions. Thisscale of contributions shall be
adopted by the Commission with atwo-thirds
majority of its Membersin accordance with the
Financial Regulations of the Commission.

2. Contributions of Stateswhich acquire
membership between two regular sessions of the
Commission shall be determined by the Executive
Committee in accordance with the Financial
Regulations of the Commission; for this purpose
such criteriaas may be specified in the Financial
Regulations shall apply. The determination made
by the Executive Committee shall be subject to
confirmation by the Commission at its next
regular session.

3. Annual contributions provided for under
paragraphs 1 and 2 above shall be payable before
the end of thefirst month of the year to which

they apply.

4. Supplementary contributions may be accepted
from aMember or Members or from
organizations or individuals for emergency action
or the purpose of implementing specia schemes
or campaigns of control which under ArticleV
the Commission or Executive Committee may
adopt or recommend.

5. All contributions from Members shall be
payablein currenciesto be determined by the
Commission in agreement with each contributing
Member.

6. All contributionsreceived shall beplacedina
Trust Fund administered by the
Director-General of the Organizationin
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

7. At the end of each financia period, any
uncommitted balance of the Administrative
Budget shall beretained in the Trust Fund and
made available for the following year’ s budget.
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Title of the Agreement Provision Comments
Agreement for the Establishment of | ARTICLE XII
aCommission for Controlling the Finance

Desert Locust in the Central Region
—1965

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the Budget in
accordance with ascale of contributionsto be
adopted by atwo-thirds mgjority of the
membership of the Commission. Contributions by
Members shall be madein cash.

2. The Commission may also accept contributions
and donations from other sources.

3. Contributions shall be payablein currenciesto
be determined by the Commission after
consultation with each Member and with the
concurrence of the Director-General of the
Organization.

4. All contributions and donations and other
forms of assistance received shall be placedina
Trust or special Fund administered by the
Director-General of the Organizationin
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization. FAO should assist the Commission
in utilizing funds or donations that could not be
deposited inits Trust or special Fund.

ARTICLE XIlII

Expenses

1. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its budget except those relating to such
staff and facilitieswhich may be made available
by the Organi zation. The expensesto be borne by
the Organization shall be determined and paid
within the limits of an annual budget prepared by
the Director-General and approved by the
Conference of the Organization in accordance
with the Constitution, General Rules and the
Financial Regulations of the Organization.

2. Expensesincurred by delegates of Members of
the Commission and of their alternates and
advisers, when attending sessions of the
Commission, aswell asthe expensesincurred by
observers, shall be borne by the respective
governments or organizations. Expensesincurred
by the representative of each Member of the
Executive Committee when attending sessions of
the Executive Committee shall be borne by the
Commission.

3. Expenses of consultants or expertsinvited to
attend sessions or participate in the work of the
Commission or the Executive Committee shall be
borne by the Commission.

4. The expenses of the Secretariat shall be borne
by the Organization.

ARTICLE IV
Functions of the Commission

Thefollowing shall be the functions of the
Commission:
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Title of the Agreement

Provision

Comments

4, Administrative Matters
The Commission shall:

(@ consider and approve the report of the
Executive Committee on the activities
of the Commission, the Programme and
Budget of the Commission for the
ensuing financia period and the
biannual accounts;

(b)  keep the Director-General of the
Organization fully informed of its
activities and transmit to him the reports
and recommendations of the
Commission, its accounts, its
Programme and its Budget for such
action by the Council or the Conference
of the Organization as may be

appropriate.

Agreement for the Establishment
for Controlling the Desert Locust in
the Eastern Region of its
Distribution Area in South-West
Asa-1963

ARTICLE XII
Finance

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the Budget in
accordancewith ascaleof contributionsto be
adopted by atwo-thirds mgjority of the
membership of the Commission. The
contributions of the Members of the Commission
shall, initially, be calculated on the basis of the
financial contributionsworked out in respect of
the Membersin connection with the United
Nations Special Fund Desert Locust Project,
subject to such modifications as may be
determined by the Commission asthe result of
acceptances of the Agreement in addition to those
provided for in Article XX of the Agreement.

2. Contributions by Members may be made partly
in cash and partly in kind, the proportion of each
being determined by the Commission. For
budgetary purposes, the cash value of
contributionsin kind shall be calculated by such
means as the Commission may decide.

3. The Commission may also accept contributions
and donations from other sources.

4. Contributions shall be payablein currenciesto
be determined by the Commission after
consultation with each Member and with the
concurrence of the Director-General of the
Organization.

5. All contributions and donations received shall
beplaced inaTrust Fund administered by the
Director-Genera of the Organization in
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.
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ARTICLE XIlII
Expenses

1. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its Budget except those relating to such
staff and facilities which can be made available
by the Organization. The expensesto be borne by
the Organization shall be determined and paid
within the limits of an annual budget prepared by
the Director-General and approved by the
Conference of the Organization in accordance
with the Constitution, General Rules and the
Financial Regulations of the Organization.

2. Expensesrelating to attendance by one
delegate of each Member Government of the
Commission at sessions of the Commission or its
subsidiary bodies shall be borne by the
Commission. Expenses of alternates, advisers and
observers, shall be borne by their respective
governmentsor organizations.

3. Expenses of individualsinvited in their
personal capacity to attend sessions or participate
inthework of the Commission or its subsidiary
bodies shall be borne by such individual s except
when they have been requested to perform a
specific task on behalf of the Commission or its
subsidiary bodies.

4. The expenses of the Secretariat shall be borne
by the Organization.

ARTICLE IV
Functions of the Commission

Thefollowing shall be the functions of the
Commission:

4, Administrative matters
The Commission shal:

(@) consider and approve the report of the
Executive Committee on the activities
of the Commission, the Programme and
Budget of the Commission for the
ensuing financial period, and the annual
accounts,

(b)  keepthe Director-Generd of the
Organization fully informed of its
activitiesand transmit to him the
accounts, the Programme and the
Budget of the Commission, the latter for
submission to the Council of the
Organization prior to implementation;

(c) transmit to the Director-General the
reports and recommendations of the
Commission, for such action by the
Council or Conference of the
Organization as may be appropriate.
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Agreement for the Establishment of | ARTICLE XI
aCommission for Controlling the
Desert Locust in North-West Africa | Finance

—1970

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the budget in
accordance with ascale of contributionsto be
adopted by atwo-thirds majority of the
membership of the Commission. Contributions by
Members shall be madein cash.

2. The Commission may also accept contributions
and donations from other sources.

3. Contributions shall be payablein currenciesto
be determined by the Commission after
consultation with each Member and with the
concurrence of the Director-Genera of the
Organization.

4. All contributions and donations received shall
be placed in a Trust Fund administrated by the
Director-Genera of the Organization in
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

ARTICLE XII
Expenses

1. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its Budget except those relating to such
staff and facilities as may be made available by
the Organization. The expensesto beborneby the
Organization shall be determined and paid within
thelimits of the annual budget prepared by the
Director-General of the Organization and
approved by the Conference of the Organization
in accordance with the Constitution, General
Rules and the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

2. Expensesincurred by delegates of Members of
the Commission and by their aternates, experts
and advisers, when attending sessions of the
Commission, aswell asthe expensesincurred by
observers, shall be borne by the respective
governments or organizations. Expensesincurred
by the representative of each Member of the
Commission when attending sessions of the
Executive Committee shall be borne by the
Commission.

3. Expenses of consultants or expertsinvited to
attend sessions or participate in thework of the
Commission or the Executive Committee shall be
borne by the Commission.

4, The expenses of the Secretariat shall be borne
by the Organization.
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ARTICLE IV
Functions of the Commission

Thefollowing shall be the functions of the
Commission:

4. Administrative matters
The Commission shal:

(& consider and approve the report of the
Executive Committee on the activities
of the Commission, the Programme and
Budget of the Commission for the
ensuing financial period, and the annual
accounts;

(b)  keep the Director-General of the
Organization fully informed of its
activitiesand transmit to him the
accounts, the Programme and the
Budget of the Commission, the latter for
submission to the Council of the
Organization prior to implementation;

() transmit tothe Director-General of the
Organization the reports and
recommendations of the Commission,
for such action by the Council or
Conference of the Organization as may
be appropriate.

Agreement for the Establishment of
a Regional Animal Production and
Health Commission for Asia and
the Pacific— 1973

ARTICLE XV
Finance

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the Budget in
accordancewith ascale of contributionsto be
adopted by atwo-thirds majority of the
membership of the Commission.

2. Contributions shall be made in cash and shall
be payablein currenciesto be determined by the
Commission after consultation with each Member
and with the concurrence of the Director-General
of the Organization.

3. In addition to making their annual
contributions provided for in paragraph 1 or
supplementary contributionsin accordance with
paragraph 6 of this Article, Members of the
Commission may establish anational fund into
which they may pay moneysin their national
currency or in other currenciesto be used for
implementing the Commission’ s programmes and
projects. Any such national fund shall be
administered by the Member concerned.
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4. The Commission may also accept donations
and other forms of assistance from organizations,
individuals and other sourcesfor purposes
connected with the fulfilment of any of its
functions including emergency action.

5. Contributions and donations received shall be
placed in aTrust Fund administered by the
Director-General of the Organizationin
conformity with the Financial Regulations of the
Organization.

6. Supplementary contributions may be accepted
from aMember or Members for emergency
action or for the purpose of implementing special
schemes or campaigns of disease control which
under Article VIl the Commission or Executive
Committee may adopt or recommend.

7. At the end of each financia period, any
uncommitted balance of the budget shall accrue
to the Commission’s Special Account and shall
be availablefor the purposes outlined in Articles
VIand VII.

ARTICLE XVI
Expenses

1. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its Budget except those relating to such
staff and facilities as may be made available by
the Organization. The expensesto beborneby the
Organization shall be determined and paid within
thelimits of the biennial budget prepared by the
Director-General of the Organization and
approved by the Conference of the Organization
in accordance with the Constitution, General
Rules and the Financia Regulations of the
Organization.

2. Expensesincurred by delegates of Members of
the Commission and by their aternates, experts
and advisers, when attending sessions of the
Commission, aswell asthe expensesincurred by
observers, shall be borne by the respective
governments or organizations. Expensesincurred
by each Member of the Committee when
attending sessions of the Executive Committee
shall be borne by the Commission.

3. Expenses of consultants or expertsinvited to
attend sessions or participate in the work of the
Commission or the Executive Committee shall be
borne by the Commission.
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ARTICLE VI
Functions of the Commission

Thefollowing shall be the functions of the
Commission

4. Administrative matters
The Commission shal:

(& consider and approve the report of the
Executive Committee on the activities
of the Commission, the Programme and
Budget of the Commission for the
ensuing financial period, and the annual
accounts;

(b)  keep the Director-General of the
Organization fully informed of its
activitiesand transmit to him the
accounts, the Programme and the
Budget of the Commission, the latter for
submission to the Council of the
Organization prior to implementation;

(c) transmit to the Director-General of the
Organization the reports and
recommendations of the Commission,
for such action by the Council or
Conference of the Organization as may
be appropriate.

Agreement for the Establishment of
the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission
—1993

ARTICLE XIII
Finances

1. Each Member of the Commission undertakesto
contribute annually its share of the autonomous
budget in accordance with ascale of contributions
to be adopted by the Commission.

2. At each regular session, the Commission shall
adopt its autonomous budget by consensus of its
Members provided, however, that if, after every
effort has been made, a consensus cannot be
reached in the course of that session, the matter
will be put to avote and the budget shall be
adopted by atwo-thirds majority of its Members.

3. (@ Theamount of the contribution of each
Member of the Commission shall be
determined in accordance with a scheme
which the Commission shall adopt and
amend by consensus.

(b) Inadopting the scheme, due
consideration shall be givento each
Member being assessed an equal basic
feeand avariablefee based, inter alia,
onthetotal catch and landings of
speciescovered by thisAgreementin
the Area, and the per capitaincome of
each Member.
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(c) Theschemeadopted or amended by the
Commission shall be set out inthe
Financial Regulations of the
Commission.

4. Any non-Member of FAO that becomesa
Member of the Commission shall berequired to
make such contribution towards the expenses
incurred by FAO with respect to the activities of
the Commission as the Commission may
determine.

5. Contributions shall be payablein freely
convertible currencies unless otherwise
determined by the Commission with the
concurrence of the Director-General.

6. The Commission may also accept donations
and other forms of assistance from organizations,
individuals and other sourcesfor purposes
connected with the fulfilment of any of its
functions.

7. Contributions and donations and other forms of
assistance received shall be placedin aTrust
Fund administered by the Director-General in
conformity with the Financial Regulations of
FAO.

8. A Member of the Commission whichisin
arrearsin the payment of itsfinancial
contributions to the Commission shall have no
vote in the Commission if the amount of its
arrears equal s or exceeds the amount of the
contributions due from it for the two preceding
calendar years. The Commission may,
neverthel ess, permit such aMember to voteif itis
satisfied that the failure to pay was dueto
conditions beyond the control of the Member.

ARTICLE VIII
Administration

1. The Secretary of the Commission (hereinafter
referred to asthe“ Secretary”) shall be appointed
by the Director-General with the approval of the
Commission, or in the event of appointment
between regular sessions of the Commission, with
the approval of the Members of the Commission.
The staff of the Commission shall be appointed
by the Secretary and shall be under the
Secretary’ sdirect supervision. The Secretary and
staff of the Commission shall be appointed under
the same terms and conditions as staff members
of FAQ; they shall, for administrative purposes,
be responsible to the Director-General.

2. The Secretary shall beresponsible for
implementing the policies and activities of the
Commission and shall report thereon to the
Commission. The Secretary shall also act as
Secretary to other subsidiary bodies established
by the Commission, asrequired.
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3. The expenses of the Commission shall be paid
out of its autonomous budget except those
relating to such staff and facilities as can be made
available by FAO. The expensesto be borne by
FAO shall be determined and paid within the
limits of the biennial budget prepared by the
Director-General and approved by the Conference
of FAO in accordance with the General Rules and
the Financial Regulations of FAOQ.

4. Expensesincurred by delegates, their
alternates, experts and advisers when attending,
as government representatives, sessions of the
Commission, itssub-commissionsand its
committees, aswell asthe expensesincurred by
observersat sessions, shall be borne by the
respective governments or organizations. The
expenses of expertsinvited by the Commission to
attend, in their individual capacity, meetings of
the Commission or its sub-commissionsor
committees shall be borne by the budget of the
Commission.
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VI. DECISION-MAKING IN SELECTED AGREEMENTSAND CONVENTIONS
Convention Requwed Majority for Decisions
Agreement for the The Commission may, by atwo-thirds majority of Members, admit to

Establishment of the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commission

(FAO Article X1V)

membership certain States that are not FAO Members.

Unless otherwise provided in the Agreement, decisions and
recommendations of the Commission shall be taken by a majority of the
votes cast.

The Commission may adopt and amend, as required, its own Rules of
Procedure and Financial Regulations by a two-thirds majority of its
Members.

The Commission may, by atwo-thirds majority of its Members present
and voting, adopt conservation and management measures binding on
Members of the Commission, provided that if objections are made by
more than one-third of the Members, the other Members shall not be
bound by that measure.

The Commission shall adopt its autonomous budget by consensus of its
Members but, if not possible, by atwo-thirds majority.

The amount of the contribution of each Member shall be determined
under a scheme adopted (or amended) by consensus.

The Agreement may be amended by athree-quarters majority vote.
Amendments to Annexes (which identify the Area of competence and
the species covered by the Agreement) shall be adopted by a two thirds
majority of the Members.

Convention on Biological
Diversity

Extraordinary sessions of the Conference of the Parties (COP) shall be
held at the request of a Party supported by at |east one third of the
Parties

The COP shall by consensus agree upon and adopt rules of procedure
for itself and for any subsidiary body, aswell asfinancial rules
governing the funding of the Secretariat.

Observers may be admitted to meetings of the COP unless at |east one
third of the Parties present objects.

Amendments to the Convention and to any protocol to the Convention
shall be adopted by consensus or, if not possible, by atwo-third
majority vote of the Parties to the instrument in question present and
voting at the meeting and shall enter into force among Parties having
accepted them after at least two thirds of the Contracting Parties to the
Convention or of the Parties to the protocol concerned, except as
otherwise provided in the protocol, have deposited instruments of
ratification, acceptance or approval.

International Plant Protection
Convention (New Revised
Text 1997)

(FAO Article X1V)

Contracting parties shall make decisions by consensus or, if not
possible, by atwo-thirds majority of contracting parties present and
voting.

Special sessions of the Commission shall be convened by Chairperson
at the request of at least one-third of its Members.

Amendments to the Convention shall require the approval of the
Commission and shall come into force after acceptance by two-thirds of
the contracting parties.

Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior Informed Consent
Procedure (PIC) for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and
Pesticides in International
Trade

The COP isrequired to adopt for itself and any subsidiary bodies rules
of procedure and financial rules, aswell asfinancial provisionsre.
functioning of the Secretariat, by consensus.

Chemical Review Committee, atechnical subsidiary body, to make
recommendations to the COP by consensus or, if not possible, by atwo-
thirds majority vote of the members present and voting.
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Convention

Requwed Majority for Decisons

Observers may be admitted to sessions of the COP unless at least one
third of the Parties present objects.

The COP may transfer secretariat functionsto an entity other than those
identified in the Convention by vote of athree-fourths majority of the
Parties present and voting.

Amendments to the Convention shall be made by consensus or, if not
possible, by athree-fourths majority vote of the Parties present and
voting at the meeting and shall enter into force for the Parties having
accepted them after deposit of instruments of ratification, acceptance or
approval by at least three fourths of the Parties.

Amendments to Annex |11, atechnical annex identifying

chemical s/pesticides subject to the PIC procedure, shall be adopted by
consensus.

United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification

The COP shall agree upon and adopt, by consensus, rules of procedure
and financial rulesfor itself and any subsidiary bodies. The rules of
procedure shall include decision-making procedures for matters not
already covered by decision-making procedures stipulated in the
Convention, including required majorities for particular decisions.
Extraordinary sessions of the COP shall meet at the request of a Party
supported by at |east one third of the Parties.

Observers may be admitted to sessions of the COP unless at least one
third of the Parties present objects.

Amendments to the Convention shall be made by consensus or, if not
possible, by atwo-thirds majority vote of the Parties present and voting
and shall enter into force for those having accepted them after deposit
of instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by at
least two thirds of the Parties to the Convention which were Parties at
the time of the adoption of the amendment.

Any additional regional implementation annex or amendment to any
regional implementation annex shall be adopted by the requisite
majority, which shall include a two-thirds majority vote of the Parties
of the region concerned present and voting.

United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change

The Convention provides that the COP shall adopt rules of procedure
for itself and for its subsidiary bodies that shall include decision-
making procedures for matters not already covered by decision-making
procedures stipulated in the Convention, and further, may include
majorities required for the adoption of particular decisions.
Extraordinary sessions of the COP may be held at the request of any
Party if such request is supported by at |east one third of the Parties.
Observers may be admitted to sessions of the COP unless at least one
third of the Parties present objects.

Amendments to the Convention shall be made by consensus or, if not
possible, by athree-fourths majority vote of the Parties present and
voting and shall enter into force for those Parties having accepted them
after deposit of instruments of acceptance by at |east three fourths of the
Parties to the Convention.




