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1. The objective of this Undertaking is to ensure that plant
genetic resources of economic and/or social interest,
particularly for agriculture, will be explored, preserved,
evaluated and made available for plant breeding and scientific
purposes. This Undertaking is based on the universally accepted
principle that plant genetic resources are a heritage of mankind
and consequently should be available without restriction.

Article 2 - ggginitionﬂ and Scope

2.1 In this Undertaking:

(2) ¥“plant genetic resourcesh means the reproductive or
vegetative propagating material of the following categories
of plants: .

i. cultivated varieties (cultivars) in current use and
newly developed varieties;

ii. obsolete cultivars:
iid. primitive cultivars (land races);

iv. wild and weed species, near relatives of cultivated
varieties;

V. special genetic stocks {including elite and current
breeders!' line and mutants:

(b} “base collection of plant genetic resources" means a
collection of seed stock or vegetative propagating material
(ranging from tissue cultures to whole plants) held for
long-term security in order to preserve the genetic
variation for scientific purposes and as a basis for plant
breeding; ' _

(e} ‘'active collection" means a collection which complements a
base collection, and is a collection from which seed
samples are drawn for distribution, exchange and other
purposes such as multiplication and evaluation;

(d) vinstitution® means an entity established at the
- international or national level, with or without legal
personality, for purposes related to the exploration,
collection, conservation, maintenance, evaluation or
exchange of plant genetic resources;

' Extracted from Resolution 8/82 of the Twenty-second Session of the FAO Conference. Bome, &-
23 November 1983,
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(e) "centre" means an institution holding a base or active
collection of plant genetic rescurces, as described in
Article 7.

2.2 This Undertaking relates to the plant genetic resources
describved in para. 2.1 (a), of all species of economic and/or
social interest, particularly for agriculture at present or in

the future, and has particular reference to food crops.

Article 3 -~ Exploration of Plant Genetic Resources

1.1 Governments adhering to this Undertaking will organize or
arrange for missions of exploration, conducted in accordance with
recognized scientific standards, to identify potentially valuable
plant genetic resources that are in danger of becoming extinct
in the country concerned, as well as other plant genetic
resources in the country which may be useful for development but
whose existence or essential characteristics are at present
unknown, in particular: :

(a) known land races or cultivars in danger of beconming extinct
due to their abandonment in favour of the cultivation of
new cultivars;

(b} the wild relatives of cultivated plants in areas identified
as centres of genetic diversity or natural distribution;

(¢) species which are not actually cultivated but may be used
for the benefit of mankind as a source of food or raw
materials (such as fibres, chemical compounds, medicine or
timber).

3.2 Bpecial efforts will be made, in the context of Article 3.1,
where the danger of extinction of plant species is certain, or
is likely, having regard to circumstances such a&s the clearance
of vegetation from tropical rain forests and semi-arid lands with
a view to the expansion of cultivated areas.

Article 4 - Preservation, Evaluation and Documentation of
plant Genetic Resources

4.1 Appropriate legislative and other measures will Dbe

maintained and, where necessary, developed and adopted to protect
and preserve the plant geneti¢ resources of plants growing in
areas of their natural habitat in the major centres of genetic
diversity. ’

4.2 Measures will be taken, if necessary through international
cooperation, to ensure the scientific collection and safeguarding
of material in areas where important plant genetic resources are
in danger of becoming extinct on account of agricultural or other
development. '

4.3 Appropriate measures will also be taken with respect to
plant genetic resources held, outside their natural habitats, in
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gene banks or living collections of Plants. Governments ana
institutions adhering to this Undertaking will, in particular,
ensure that the said resources are conserved and mpaintained in
such a way as to preserve their valuable characteristics for use
in scientific research and plant breeding, and zre also evaluated
and fully documented.

s, It will be the policy of adhering Governments and
institutions having plant genetic resources under their control
to allow access to samples of such resources, and to permit their
export, where the resocurces have been requested for the purpoeses
of scientific research, plant breeding or genetic resource
conservation. The samples will be made available free of chargse,
on the basis of mutual exchange or on mutually agreed terms.

Ix. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

Article 6 - General

6. - International cooperation will, in particular, be directed
to:

{a} establishing or strengthening the capabilities of
developing countries, where appropriate on a national or
sub-regional basis, with respect to plant genetic resources
activities, including plant survey and identification,
pPlant breeding and seed multiplication and distribution,
with the aim of enabling all countries to make full use of
plant genetic resources for the benefit of their
agricultural development;

(b) intensifying international activities in preservation,
evaluation, documentation, exchange of plant genetic
resources, plant breeding, germplasm maintenance, and seed
multiplication. This would include activities carried ocut
by FAO and other concerned agencies in the UN Bystem, it
would alsc include activities of other institutions,
including those Supported by the CGIAR. = The aim would be
to progressively cover ail plant species that are important
for agriculture and other sectors of the economy, in the
present and for the future:

{c) supporting the arrangements outlined inm Article 7.

: including the participation in such arrangements of

- governments and institutions, ‘where appropriate anad
feasible;

td) considering measures, such as the strengthening or
establishment of funding mechanisms, to finance activities
relating to plant genetic resources.
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artioie 7 = gﬁtgt&@%i&g&i Arynng

3.1 The present interanstional srrangements, belng sarrisd out
gnder the muspices of FAO and other srganizations inm the Unitsd
wutions System, by natienal and resgionzl institutioms and
jnstitutions supported by the CBIAR, in partieular the IBPER, for
the explorstion, oollsctien, soppervetion, naintenanss,
ayaluation, gesupentation, exchangs and yEe of plant ganetic
regources will be further Aeveloped =and, whers BAOGSRARTY
complemented in order to develop & global sysians 20 a8 £ QnOUT®
thaty :

tay there develops an jmternationslly coordinszted nebwork af
netional, regional and internationsl centres, incliuding an
international nebtworik of base coliections iln gens banks,
gndar the suspises or the Jurisdiction of FRO, et have
sssumad the responsibility ko held, for the besnefit of the
international conmunity snd o8B the princivle &E
unrestricted exchangs, basé O sctive collectionz of the
piant genstic rasources af partisular plant gmecies;

(b}  the nusber of such centres will be §r@§f@§§i?@1g'iﬁ&$@aggé.
sn ms to schieve se complelte a COVELAUs &8 HeseBBaTY, iB
terms of speciss and geographical digtribution, acecunt
siss being taken of ths nesed 2oy duplication, of the
resources to be safaguarded and presarved;

izy  the activities of the centres thet are ralsted to ihe
sxploration, eallsction, sonssrvation, maintenancs,
rajuvenation, svslustion and szohangs of plant genatic
rasourses will be carrisd out with due sorount being taken
a® goisntific standardss

{4y sufficisnt support ig runds and fasilities will bBe
provided, abt the national and iﬁﬁ@tﬁati@@aé ievals, to
enabie the centres to sarxry out thelir taska;

(e} =2 gichbal information system, under the ccordinaticn of FaoO,
salating te plant genstic rescurces maintaingd in ths
sfors-mentioned collections, and iinked b sgystens
estabiished at the natliomal, sub-reagionzl and rsglonal
sevals, will De daveloped on the mestz of ralevant
srrangements that siready agigly

P
4]
s

gariy warning will be given to FRO, or to any institution
designated by ¥AO, of auy newards that <thrasaten the
afFicient maintenance and operation of =& pantys, wilth &
view to prompt internationsal action to safeguard Lhe
material maintained by the cenire;

(s the IBPER pursuss and davelops its present aotivities,
within itz terms of refersnce, in iiglison wit FAO:
{hy 1. tha gensral expansion and improveasnt of reiataad

wrofessionsl and institutional capability within
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developing countries, including training within
sppropriste institutions in bobh developad and
developing countries, is adeguately funded; and

ii. the overmlil soetivity within the Undertaking ultimately
susures & significent improvement in the capacity of

fAeveloping: . godntries. - for L othe o groduction &and

o distrivution of impreved srop varieties, as reguired
Lo support major incrsases in agricultural production,
especislly in dsveloping countries.

7.2 ®Within the context of the giobal =ystem any Sovernments or
institutions that sgree to participate in Lthe Undertaking, may,
furthermwors, notify the Director-Gemneral of PAO that they wish
the base collection op eollectiens for which they are responszibla
to be recognized as part of the internation2l network of base
eollestions in gene banks, under the auspices or the jurisdiction
of FA0. The centrs concsrnad will, whenevesr requssted by FaO,
meke materisl inm the base collection available to participants
in the Undertaking, for purposes of scientific researeh, plant
breading or genetic resource conservation, free of chirgs, on the
basis of mutusl sxchange or on mutuslly agreed terms.

Article 8 -~ ¥Financisal Berurity

8.1 Adhering Governments, and firancing agencies, will,
individualy and colliectively, consider adopting measures that
would place activities relevant to the - objective of this
Undertaking on a firmer finapcial |basis, with specigl
considerstion for the need of developing countries te strengthen
their capabilities in genetic resource activities, plant breeding
and seed multiplication.

8.2 Adhering Governments, and financing agencies, will, in
particular, explore the possibility of establishing mechanisms
which would guarantee the availability of funds that could be
immediately mobilized to meet situations of the kind referred to
in Article 7.1 (f).

8.3 Adhering Governments and institutions, and financing
agencies, will give special congideration te reguests from FAG
for extra~budgetary funds, egquipment or services needed to meet
situations of the kind referred to in Article 7.1 (f).

€.4 The funding of the establishment and operation of the
internationail network, insofar as it imposes additional costs on
FRO, in the main will be funded from extra-budgetary rescurces,

Article ¢ - Monitoring of Activities and Related Action by FAQ

2.1 FAO will keep under continuous review the international
situation concerning the exploration, collection, conservation,
documentation, exchange and use of plant genetic resources,

9.2 FRO wil, in particular, establish an intergovermmental body
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to monitor the operation of the arrangements referred to in
article 7, and to take Or recommend measures that are necessary
or desirable in order to ensure ths comprehensiveness of the
global system and the efficiency of its operations in line with
the Undertaking.
¢.3 In-the performance of its responsibilities outlined in gart
11 of this tUndertaking, FAO will act in consultation with those
Governmeénts that have indicated to FAO their intention to support
the arrangements referred to in Articlie 7.

IIT. OTHER PROVISIONS

article 10 - Phytosanitary Measures

10. This Undertaking is without prejudice to any measures taken
by Governments -in 1ine with the provisions of the International
Plant Protection Convention, adopted in Rome on 6 December 1951 -
to regulate the entry of plant genetic resources with the aim
of preventing the introduction or spread of plant pests.

article 11 ~ Information on the Implementation of this
gndertaking

11. At the time of adhering, Governments and institutions will
advise the Director-General of FAO of the extent to which they
are in a position to give effect to the principles contained in
the Undertaking. At yearly intervals, they will provide the
pirector-General of FAO with information on the measures that
they have taken or propose to take to achieve the objective of
this Undertaking. -
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ANNEX 1°
Resolution 4/a%

AGREED INTERPRETATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNDERTAKING
THE CONFERENCE,

Réco. i.in ihat:

plant genetic resources are a common heritage of mankind to
be preserved, and to be freely available for use, for the
benefit of present and future generations,

Further recognigzing that:

(a) the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources
constitutes a formal framework aimed at ensuring
conservation, use ana availability of plant genetic
rescurces,

(b) some countries have not adhered to the Undertaking and
others have adhered with reservation because of possible
conflict of certain provisions of the Undertaking with
their international obligations and existing natiocnal
regulations,

(¢} these reservations and constraints may be overcome through
an agreed interpretation of the Undertaking which
recognizes Plant Breeders! Rights and Farmers:® Rights,

Endorses the agreed interpretation set forth hereinafter which
is intended to lay the basis for an equitable and, therefore
solid and lasting, global system and thereby to facilitate the
withdrawal of reservations which countries have made with regard
to the International Undertaking, and to secure the adherence of
athera:

AGREED INTERPRETATION

1. Plant Breeders? Rights, as provided for undar UpPOV
{International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plant) are not incompatible with the International
Undertaking:

2. 4 state may imose only such finimum restrictions on the
free exchange of materials covered by Article 2.1 {a} of

conform to its national and international obligations;

3. states adhering to the Undertaking recognize the SnoTnouUs
contribution that farmers of all regions have made to the

 Exiract of the Twenty-fith Session of the FAQ Conference. Rome, 11-2¢ November 1989,
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conservation and development of plant genetic resources,
which sonstitute the basis of plant production throughout
thas worid, and which form the pagis for the concept of
Parmers? Rights;

the sdhering states consider that the best way to implement

the copcept of FarmersiRights  is to o epsure - the

songsrvation, sansgement &and wse of plasnt genatic
TEBOUrass, faor the benefit of pressnt znd  future
gensrations of fammers. whis could be achieved through
sppropriats mesns, menitored by the Commisgsion on Plant

Genstic Resources, incluading in particular the

international Fund for plant Gensiic Resources, =zlresdy
sstablished by FAC. To reflect the responaibility of those
countries whick have bensfitied mest fron the uss of
germplasm, the Fund would nenafit from belng supplemented
by further econtributions from adhsring governments, 28 &
basis te ba agreed upon, in order to ensures -for the Fund &
gound and recurring basis. The Internationsl Fund shoudl
e used to support plant genetic conservation, managemsni
snd utilization programmes, particularly within developing
countries, and thoss which are ipportant sourcas of plant
genatic material. gpecial priority should be pimced on
intensified educational programmes for piotechnology
spacialists, =and gtyengthening the capabilities of
developing countries in genetiec resource consarvation and
management, as well as the improvement of plasnt breeding
and ssed production.

T¢ ig understood that:

{a} the term “free access® does not mean free of charge,
znd

(b} the benefits to be derived under the International
tndertaking are part of a -aciprocal system, and
should be limited to couni.ies adhering %o the
tnternational Undertaking.

{adopted on 29 November 198%)
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TRE CONFERENOE,

Recpaniving thets

{#} plant genetisc rescurces ars » commoen heritasge of manking to
ba preserved, znd fo ba Iresly avallable fsr use, for the
Denafit of present angd future generstions,

by full sdvantage cap be derived from plant genstic regourcss
through an sffactive programes of plant breeding, and that,
while most such rasources, in the form of wilg plants and
olé landraces, are te be found in dsveloping oountries,
training gnd facsilities for plant BUrvey mad
identification, and plant bresding, sre insufficient, or
even not available in many of thosme sountries,

{e}  plant genstic rescurces are indispenzable for the genatin
improvemsnt of cultivated plants, bk have  been
insufficiently s#plored, and in danger of srosion and loasn,

Congidering thats

{8} in ¢hse history of mankind, unnumbsras gunayation ot
farsers have counssrved, improved and made availabls piant
genetic resourcesn,

(L) the majority of these plant genstic ressurces some from
daveloping countries, the contributisn o whose Farmers has
not bhaen sufficiently recoynized or ravardsd,

(e} ths Farmers, espacially those in developing countries,
should benefit fully from the improved and increased usa of
the natural resources they bave preservad,

{d} there is 2 nesd is continus the conservation {in sity and
8% __8itu), devslopment and use 0f the plant gsasiic
resources in  all countriss, snd o strangthen the
capabilitiss of Geveloping countries in thess Brans,

Endorges tha conaept of Farmsrs? Rights [Farmers? Rights wmean
rights arising from the past, present asd futurs contributions
af farmers in congerving, improving, and making aveilabie nlant
genetic resources, particularly thess in the cantres of
crigin/diversity., Thase rights are vested in the internationsl
Community, as trustaze for prezent and futurs genevations of
farmars, for the purposs of ensuring full bensfits o farmers,

e
£

wenty-fifih Session of the FAD Conderence. Hore, 11-20 Movember 10480
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and supporting the continuation of their contributions, as wel
as the attainment of the overall purposes of the International
Undertaking) in order to:

(a)

(b)

{c}

ensure that the need for conservation is globally
recognized and that sufficient funds for these purposes
will bs availabla; iR

assist farmers and farming communities, in all regions of
the world, but especially in the areas of origin/diversity
of plant genetic resources, in the protection and
conservation of their plant genetic resouxces, and of the
natural biosphere;

allow farmers, their communities, and countries in all
regions, to participate fully in the benefits derived, at
present and in the future, from the improved use of plant
genetic resources, through plant breeding and other
scientific methods.

(Adopted on 29 November 1989)
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ANNEX IIT*

Resolution 3/91

THE CONFERENCE,

{(a) the concept of mankind's heritage, as applied in the
International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources, is
subject to the sovereignity of the states over their plant
genetic resources,

(b) the availability of plant genetic resources and the
information, technologies and funds necessary to conserve
and utilize them, are complementary and of egqual
importance,

(c} all nations can be contributors and beneficiaries of plant
genetic resources, information, technologies and funds,

(d}) conditions of access to plant genetic resources need
further clarification;

Considering that:

(a) the best way to guarantee the maintenance of plant genetic
resources is to ensure their effective and beneficial
utilization in all countries,

(b} the farmers of the world have, over the millennia,
Gemesticated, conserved, nurtured, improved and made
available plant genetic resources, and continue to do so
today, .

(¢) advanced technologies and local rural technologies are both
important ana complementary in the conservation and
utilization of plant genetic resources,

(d) in situ and ex situ conservation are important anda
complementary strategies for maintaining genetic diversity;

Endorses the following points:

1. that nations have sovereign rights over their plant genetic
resources:; *

2 that breeders' lines and farmers! breeding material should
only be available at the discretion of their developers
during the period of development;

3. that Farmers' Rights will be implemented through an

“ Extract of the Twenty-sixth Session of the FAQ Conference. Rome, 9-27 November 1991,
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international fund on plant genetic resources vhich will
support plant genetic conservation and utiligzation
programmes, particularly, but not exclusively, in the
developing countries;

that the effective conservation and sustainabls utilization
of plant geneatic rasources is a pressing and permanest
need, and, therefore, the resources for the international
fund as well as for other funding mechanisms should be
substantial, sustainable and based on the principles of

: ggquity and transparency;

that through the Commission on Plant Genetic Resources, the
donors of genetic resources, funds and technology will
determine and oversee the policies, programmes and
priorities of the fund and other funding mechanisms, with
the advice of the appropriate bodies.

{Adopted on 25 November 1991)




