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of- astzonal legislavimn, imtermaticoal

agsists in the developaent -5 54

conventions, codes. of pracrice and guidelines for the pritection of
bicklaversity relsted ve agriculture, forsstry and fisheries. Furtharmore
FRO, being a co-dponsor of the CGIAR, cooperates closely with tie
Internavicnal Xgrigiltufal Resgearch Tentres c& issues of Lmordancs far
bBiodiversity. FAY'® close links with tihe Intsynacional Plint Gemerie
Fescurcs Institute (IPGRI} are of partisular relevance ip this comtexr.

. T orefery to wyr Tax <f 12 August: Turther te the decisions of rhe Zecaong
Zomegsicon of ohe I targovertmgntsl Cormittes on the ConvenZion on Biclogirms"
DiwversiCy wiun regard L0 tht esisbligbmens oFf a Secresariar of tho
Caonwention, and in s¢cordance with Article 24 parsgraph 2 of the
Coavenuion, PAS wishes 2 netify the interim Sedéretariass, and, through iz,
‘nhe Conference of rhe Partios, of ing intsragt oino DAXLLLIDETInS (T A Soins
Smoratariat. FAC sess-ivs role v dealing wirh biodiversisy for feed. and
agriouliture 35 Deing fomplementary £o the rale of orher UF Crganizations,
in parvicular to UNEP and UNESTO.  FAG therefore envisages the
FarTicipation, in & Joing Secrsrariat, of fhese . and pessibly other
Organirationsg. ' V h
P Biciogical diversity is the basis for sgriculnurs, foresrry and
fisheries. FAC is The Tnizad Natioas specialized BQENCY responsible for
Tood and agriculture. Lncluding forestry znd fisneries. Article 1 nof whe
TAT COnSUiLUTION TBQUESIE TNat the organization fshall oromoze and. whnere
appropriate, shall recommend naticsal and internarional actisn with respect
To: inter aliz the comservation of Aatural resdurces anmd rhe adoprion of
rmproved methods Of 2griauliure sroduciicnl’ In Carvding owf nnis part of
its Tmendate as regards the DLOLic tatural rescurce base, FAD concemrranes
LT Tecrmical compereng®: on those Living refourcesd wnion ars Surraazly koown
T e of use te humanity, sepecizlly for food and agriculturs 3
3. TN worx oft Diodiversity starfed in FAD in the early 13%0s.  Sincs
“nen, the Organizacion has played 2-plonesriag role in develoging concepts
and spplicacions of genetic ‘resdurces o agriculture, ingiuding the
concepoualization ok thée zelévant Frogramme Areas of UNCED Azsnda 21, FAD
18 Tug the pranclipalifspository im the UN System of expertise sa :
nrodiversivy for Jood and agricultufe. - Iz smsiscs its e moerghip 13 rhe
definition of policiss Ifor the cduservation and sustsipable use ©f gsnpenic
resources in food amd agriculrurs through nmational progrirmes end prodecss,
- coxpiles, anzliyses and interprets informazion through publicatioos and
meerings, and lssues TEpOris on the sState of geneunic ragources. I also

o

‘example, ‘the Organizacism, guided - its

4. In the case ‘of ‘plaavs, for
member countriesi- hag over the vears develnped a Global Syszem for the
comservation and sUstiinanle usilizaticn of plant gegetic resources which
:nciudes: s legalframeworx, the Internaticsal Usndersaking for Plan:
Gamertlc Resources "I1I10 countries have adhered to the Tndertakingi; a
unigue, permanent, inctergovermmental Iorum, the Coxmmission on Plant 3enet

y
Resqurces (1237%gUHtries 2re merbere of the Codemissicn); a number of sther
iaternatitnal dgrgemancs {sLCh as e Jonfereice Resoliution on Parmers’
Fights) &nd coded OF -conduvt (suth as the Interdational Code of Conduc: for
Plane Germplasd €ellecting dnd Trangfer): a World Information ard Early
Warning System on ‘Plant Genetic REsourtes;: ind {fitermstidoal nezworks ©
Fitu collections and in sity conmesrvatisn areas.

-~

h
§

5. tooking ro the furure, in line with rhae recoowmendations of URCE TED, end
a8 Tegussted by the FAO Conference, FAD member countries are curreatly

 negotiating 2 revision of the Internaticns]l Undertaking for Plant Senetic

Pesources, o bring ir inoto full harmony with the Coavention on Biological
Tiwersiry. FEO, thxreough a country-driven process, is also prepaxing a
iret Report onithe State of the World Plant Genetic Resourses 2 well as a2

11



10 - .

coated Global Flan of Action, to be adopted at an International Techaical
confersnce on Plant Genetic Resources, planpned for 13%6, oener exarples of
PR s work in lime with the provisions of the Tonwventien ipclyde, inteX
alizm. a livestock genetiT resgusdes programue, currently under daevelopment,
and the imternationsl Code of Zonduct for Responsible Fighing, o rrentls

peing negociated by Gouniries in FAS.

£ AL, together with UNEP and UNESIC, was one of the Agencies wiich
rollabarared in nhe drafiing of the Convenciom.  ILs rgpresantaltives
subsequently participated iz all phaees of the negotiation of the
Copvention and 1ts adoprion.  FAD has also golilaborated closgely witnh the
"mterim Secrerariart in The Firss and Sscond I002DE, and in the tachuical
meering in Mexico, participating in all meetilngs Doth as membexs cof the
rnterim Sacretarian, and ag observers

g -

_ For the reasons given above, FAC should e considered as meetinc the

eriteria that would apply te participation wn a joint gecretariar, on the
iy

£

magis of item 4.3.3 of UNEP/CED/IC/Z/

-'j

a. N A0 would provese conzributing te the work of a doint secrefarist as
focilows: o

{a) FAD would second one or two professionals =¢ tne (ED Segretariat. TR
cmers of the secondment, including persgnnel and operating expenses,
would be coverad by the ragular budger of the IED Secrstarial. % s
understood Lnat Whis representis oo exiva fimanciel Durdezn becausa
expertise of agro-biodiversity would have anyway o De imcluded in th
Secretariat. <The sgtaff members would enmsure lizisem with FAO, zod
+hus stremgthen the secretariat’s Capacity o deal with matters
pertaining to agro-biclegical diversivy. .

{#] Through this liaison, FAO would plade at the disposal of the
Conference of Parties and the Secretariat ITs ingriturional memory,
expertige and isplementaticn mechanigms inm mMATters concerning
niclogicsl diversity 2t the level of genes, groanisms and scoeystens
of interest “ar agriculture, forestry and fisheries. This knowledge
mage would be chennelled through an appropriate internal mechanisn
whnich would liase with the Secretariat. FAD would zlsa provide a
collaborative bridge with relevant igternational agrisultural research
institutions. ’

{c) Parcicipaticd in the Secretariat will enable FAD o main close
copegultation with the Conference of Parties, and the CAnh Secretariat
in the development of FPAQ's own policies, : d inm carryipng out its
prograrmes aund activities on agro-biodiversiry. This semeultation and
murual reporting will particularly apply to the follow-up of
Resclutizn 3 of zhe Naireooi Fimal Act, where FAD wae invited to seek
soluticps to outstanding matters of the Cunventicn {azcess to exasting
ex @ity collecticos mot acquired in accordance with the Cooveatics,
and FParmera’ Rignts) within izs Global Systeam on Flant Genetic :
Regources. Scme of these efforzs may lead to lntermaticoal agreements
which could praovide a basis for possible protocoles of the CED.

(d) Purthermors, FAO would carTy out specific studies, prepare -

dmcumentation and crganize technical Deetings ac the request of the
cerence of Parties and the Secretariat oo sutually agreed teIms.

9. FAO’s participaticn in the Secretiriat of the Convention along these
linmes would promote cocperation and avoid unnecessary duplicatict between
rhose responeible for agriculture and those concersmed vith the exvirommenc

ar naticnal and interpational levels. The regulting synergy should promote

the more sfficient irplementaticn of the provipicme of the Cotrventicu o8
Biglogical Diversity.
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