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Citing ancient records, the editors of this
book explain how honey was used
extensively in Egyptian medicine.
Although ancient use relied on local
honeys, today there are controlled,
licensed products that have undergone
the scrutiny of regulatory bodies. With
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collectors and growers are widely
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recognized as important stakeholders in
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products outreach programmes. In most
cases they may not attend or participate
in traditional forestry education
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extension agents, who serve this
clientele, lack information and
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challenged to serve these stakeholders’
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Most of the world’s population that derive
their livelihoods or part of their livelihoods
from forests are out of the information loop.
Exclusion of public users of natural
resources from access to scientific research
results is not an oversight; it is a systemic
problem that has costly ramifications for
conservation and development. Results of a
survey of 268 researchers from 29 countries
indicate that institutional incentives support
the linear, top-down communication of
results through peer-reviewed journal
articles, which often guarantee positive
performance measurement. While the
largest percentage of respondents (34
percent) ranked scientists as the most
important audience for their work, only 15
percent of respondents considered peer-
reviewed journals effective in promoting
conservation and/or development.

Respondents perceived that local
initiatives (27 percent) and training (16
percent) were likely to lead to success in
conservation and development, but few
scientists invest in these activities.
Engagement with the media (5 percent),
production of training and educational
materials (4 percent) and popular
publications (5 percent) as outlets for
scientific findings were perceived as
inconsequential (14 percent) in measuring
scientific performance. Less than 3 percent
of respondents ranked corporate actors as an
important audience for their work. To ensure
science is shared with those who need it, a
shift in incentive structures is needed that
rewards actual impact rather than only
“high-impact” journals. Widely used
approaches and theoretical underpinnings
from the social sciences, which underlie
popular education and communication for
social change, could enhance
communication by linking knowledge and
action in conservation biology.
(Please also see Dr Shanley’s guest article
in Non-Wood News 19.)
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NWFP Working Documents  

A new volume has been added to FAO’s
NWFP Working Documents – No. 8: The
poor man’s carbon sink: bamboo in climate
change and poverty alleviation, by Maxim
Lobovikov, Yiping Lou, Dieter Schoene and
Raya Widenoja.

Bamboo, best known by many as food for
giant pandas, has been overlooked in the
current climate change regime. Bamboos
are missing from the Marrakech Accords
definition of forests, as well as from
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) Assessments and IPCC
Guidelines for greenhouse gas inventories
and reporting. Botanically not trees but
grasses, and related to wheat, rye, barley,
maize and sugarcane, bamboos cannot,
verbatim, form forests consisting of trees,
as defined by the Kyoto Protocol.
Nevertheless, with good reason they have
been dubbed the “poor man’s timber”. The
label conveys a near perfect match of
bamboo to the goals of the Clean
Development Mechanism in forestry,
namely, poverty reduction and carbon
sequestration.

An electronic version of this document
will be available shortly from our NWFP
home page. Hard copies are available free
of charge from FAO’s NWFP Programme at
the address on the first page or by sending
an e-mail to non-wood-news@fao.org
(Please see page 12 for more information.)

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM
FAO’S NON-WOOD FOREST
PRODUCTS PROGRAMME
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coloured photographs of several of these
fruits and nuts. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT

THE AUTHORS: Dr Om Prakash Pareek, Central

Institute for Arid Horticulture, Bikaner –

334006, India (Res. – A-239, Karninagar

Lalgarh, Bikaner 334001) or Dr Suneel Sharma,

Professor, Faculty of Horticulture, CCS Haryana

Agricultural University, Hisar 125004, Haryana,

India. E-mail: sharma.suneel@yahoo.com 
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Medicinal plants in conservation 

and development  

Hamilton, A.C. (ed.). 2008. Medicinal
plants in conservation and development:
case studies and lessons learnt. Salisbury,
United Kingdom, Plantlife International.
ISBN 978-1-904749-15-8.
(The photographs from this book have
been used to illustrate the back page of
this issue of Non-Wood News; please also
see pages 32–33 for more information.)

Underutilized fruits and nuts 

Pareek, O.P. & Sharma, S. 2009.
Underutilized fruits and nuts. Jaipur, India,
Pointer Publishers. ISBN 978-81-7910-
282-4.
This book has been published in two
volumes. The first volume outlines the
“diversity and distribution” of underutilized
fruits and nuts and provides collated
information on their value in “food and
nutrition security”, in “livelihood and
income security”, on “development of
value added and commercially useful
products” and for the “rehabilitation and
conservation of the ecosystem”. The
available information on distribution, uses,
botany and culture of 56 subtropical and 39
temperate fruits is also included.
Appendixes cover “botanical and other
names of the fruits suitable for humid,
semi-arid and arid regions of tropical,
subtropical and temperate areas”,
“families, genera and species” and the
“food value” of these fruits and their “use
in agroforestry systems”. 

The second volume gives available
information on distribution, uses, botany
and culture of 157 tropical fruits that have
potential to be promoted for systematic
cultivation. The “epilogue” at the end of this
volume outlines the suggestions on the
required activities intended to be of help to
develop participatory research and
developmental work on neglected and
underutilized fruits. 

The fruits of the subtropical and
temperate groups (in the first volume) and
those of the tropical group (in the second
volume) have been further divided into
three sections, i.e. fruits for humid, semi-
arid and arid regions to enable selection of
the right species for cultivation to suit a
given environment. The fruits in each
section have been arranged alphabetically
according to their common names.
Botanical and other names of the fruits and
nuts have been given in the text. The book
has been illustrated with line diagrams and

OTHER RECENT PUBLICATIONS

FAO DIVERSIFICATION BOOKLETS

These booklets aim to provide
information on the diverse types of
possible diversification and income-
generating activities possible at the
farm and local community level. Each
booklet focuses on a different type of
farm or non-farm enterprise or
technology that can be adopted by
small farms or local enterprise groups.
The target audiences for the booklets
are people and organizations that
provide advisory, business and technical
support services to small-scale farmers

and local communities in low- and
middle-income countries.   

A recent booklet in this series
focused on NWFPs: Non-farm income
from non-wood forest products,
extracts of which can be found on 
page 5.

For more information, please contact: 

Rural Infrastructure and Agro-Industries

Division (AGS), FAO,, Viale delle Terme di

Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy. 

E-mail: AGS-registry@fao.org;

www.fao.org/Ag/AGGS/publications/en/

diversification.html �

Year Vol. Title

2004 1 Beekeeping and sustainable livelihoods (E, F, S)

2004 2 Livelihoods grow in gardens (E, F, S)

2004 3 Poultry for profit and pleasure (E, F, S) 

2004 4 High hopes for post-harvest (E, F, S)

2004 5 Processed foods for improved livelihoods (E, F, S)

2009 6 Milk for health and wealth (E)

2009 7 Make money by growing mushrooms (E)

2009 8 Higher value addition through hides and skins (E)

2009 9 Sheep and goats for diverse products and profits (E)

2009 10 Rural transport and traction enterprises for improved livelihoods (E)

2009 11 Growing vegetables for home and market (E)

2009 12 Non-farm income from non-wood forest products (E)

2009 13 Farm ponds for water, fish and livelihoods (E)


