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NOTES for Table - 1

Prevalence of undernourishment and progress towards the World
Food Summit (WFS) and the Millennium Development Goal (MDG)
targets in developing countries

1. World Food Summit goal: halve, between 1990-92 and 2015, the
number of undernourished people.

2. Millennium Development Goal 1, target 1C: halve, between 1990 and
2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger. Indicator
1.9 Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy
consumption (undernourishment).

3. Latest report period refers to 2005-07 estimates and baseline refers
to 1990-92. For countries that did not exist in the baseline period, the
1990-92 proportion of undernourished is based on 1993-95 and the
number of undernourished is based on their 1990-92 population and
this proportion.

Countries revise their official statistics regularly for the past as well as the latest
reported period. The same holds for population data of the United Nations.
Whenever this happens, FAO revises its estimates of undernourishment
accordingly. Therefore, users are advised to refer to changes in estimates
over time only within the same The State of Food Insecurity in the World
publication and refrain from comparing data published in editions for
different years.

Figures following country name refer to the prevalence categories
(proportion of the population undernourished in 2005-07):

[11  <5% undernourished

[2]  5-9% undernourished

(3] 10-19% undernourished

[4]  20-34% undernourished

[5]  >35% undernourished

Developing countries for which there were insufficient data are not listed
in the table

* Ratio current/baseline number of undernourished -
Ratio for WFS target = 0.5

**  Ratio current/baseline prevalence of undernourished -
Ratio for MDG target = 0.5

***  Although not listed separately, provisional estimates for Afghanistan
and Iraq (Near East and North Africa), Papua New Guinea (Asia and
the Pacific) and Somalia (East Africa) have been included in the
relevant regional aggregates.

World estimates for developed countries include countries in Europe
(Western Europe, Eastern Europe, former CIS in Europe and Baltic
States) in addition to Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan, New Zealand,
South Africa and United States of America.

**%% Fritrea and Ethiopia were not separate entities in 1990-1992 but
estimates of the number and proportion of underourished in the
former Ethiopia PDR are included in regional and subregional
aggregates for that period.

***%% |ncluding North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa.

KEY

- Proportion less than five percent of undernourished
na  Data not available

0.0  Zero or less than half the unit shown

ns  Not statistically significant

SOURCES
Total population: UN Population Prospects, 2008 revision
Undernourishment: FAO estimates

NOTES for Table - 2

Selected development and food security indicators for countries
in protracted crisis

1. The Human Development Index (HDI) generated by UNDP is a summary
composite index that measures a country's average achievements in
three basic areas of human development: health, knowledge, and a
decent standard of living. Health is measured by life expectancy at
birth; knowledge by a combination of the adult literacy rate and
combined primary, secondary, and tertiary gross enrolment ratio; and
standard of living by GDP per capita (PPP US$). Each component is
given a score, which is then averaged to create the overall index which
ranges from 0 to 1.

2. Calculated using figures for humanitarian ODA from Development
Assistance Committee (DAC) bilateral donors and multilateral agencies
(as defined under the OECD-DAC) divided by total ODA (excluding
debt relief) from DAC bilateral donors and multilateral agencies.

3. Figures are based on all humanitarian ODA disbursements (actual
amount spent, as opposed to amount committed). Source: OECD-DAC
database.

4. Figures are based on all ODA disbursements (actual amount spent,
as opposed to amount committed) and calculated by subtracting
humanitarian ODA and debt relief from total ODA.

Source: OECD-DAC database.

5. Data comes from the OECD-DAC online database for the humanitarian
ODA figures and population figures come from the World Bank World
Development Indicators website. Figures calculated by dividing average
humanitarian ODA (2000-08) by average population for the period.

6. Data comes from the OECD-DAC online database for the development
ODA figures and population figures come from the World Bank World
Development Indicators online database. Figures calculated by dividing
average ODA (2000-08) by average population for the period.

7. Figures are based on commitments and measure the percentage of
development ODA allocated to agriculture, averaged over the period
2005-08. Source: OECD-CRS database.

8. Source: World Bank.

9. Source: World Bank.

10.  This indicator signals a country’s dependency on aid by measuring the
extent to which its capital - schools, roads, railways, hospitals and land
improvements — is financed with external resources. It serves as a proxy
for a country's capacity to finance social protection systems domestically.
Figures calculated based on ODA and cover loans and grants from the
DAC member countries, multilateral organizations and non-DAC donors
(World Bank. 2009. World Development Indicators 2009, Global Links,
Table 6.15 - Aid dependency, pp. 376-379. Washington, DC).

1. DES = dietary energy supply available for human consumption (FAO).

KEY

a 2007
b 2006
¢ 2005
d 2003
e 1990

na Not available
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The State of
Food Insecurity in the World

Addressing food insecurity in protracted crises

Following more than a decade of seemingly inexorable increases in the number of
undernourished people, estimates for 2010 presented in this edition of The State
of Food Insecurity in the World show a slight glimmer of hope, with the first fall
since 1995. But that still leaves nearly a billion people going hungry, and it is too
early to know if this is the beginning of a downward trend or merely a momentary
dip in the number of undernourished.

This year, The State of Food Insecurity in the World focuses on a particular
group of countries, countries in protracted crisis, where levels of undernourishment
are estimated to be at almost 40 percent. It examines the difficulties faced in trying
to turn around the situation in such countries, not least the difficulty of moving
beyond the mindset of humanitarian intervention towards a broader-based
development agenda.

The report highlights actions that can be taken to rationalize the way
protracted crises are handled. These include more holistic assessment of the crisis
itself, including a deeper understanding of the drivers of crises; building on local
community responses and institutions; introducing or supporting social protection
mechanisms such as food-based safety nets; and moving from food aid to a
broader-based food assistance approach.

The final section of the report provides recommendations on ways to improve
engagement with countries in protracted crisis. These focus on improving the
analysis and understanding of protracted crises; supporting the protection,
promotion and rebuilding of livelihoods and the institutions that support and
enable livelihoods; and changing the architecture of external intervention in
protracted crises to match the reality on the ground.

As this edition of The State of Food Insecurity in the World shows, there are
many challenges facing countries in protracted crisis. But they are not insurmountable
— there is hope. Through improved understanding of the nature of protracted crisis
comes the ability to respond more effectively. Lessons from the experience of
many countries show that with careful attention to livelihoods, strengthening
longer-term assistance to existing local institutions, investing in social protection
mechanisms and transitioning from food aid to food assistance are all powerful
and fundamental tools for addressing the root causes of protracted crises. This
report illustrates that there are many positive experiences to learn from through
which to better address the multiplicity of issues, including that of extremely high
undernourishment, in countries in protracted crisis.
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