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Foreword

Efforts to achieve the hunger and poverty reduction targets reflected in the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals call upon the international community, particularly FAO and its partners, to assist
member countries and the rural poor in facing new global challenges of rising food prices, water
scarcity, energy demand and the impact of climate change on food and agriculture. Within this
context, FAQ, as the chair of UN-Water, jointly with the African Union and the Government of
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, took the lead in the process which culminated in the Conference on
Water for Agriculture and Energy in Africa: the Challenges of Climate Change organized in Sirte,
Libya in 2008. The process addressed food and energy security in Africa through a convergent
approach which integrates four critical resource factors water, energy, technology and knowl-
edge considering the actual and forecasted scenarios for climate change as the premise and
framework for action.

Essential to the process was the identification of investment needs as well as existing and
potential financial mechanisms to harness the development of water for agriculture and energy
in Africa. The Sirte Conference was a great opportunity to address the financial aspects of water
development in Africa, both in terms of costs and sources of funding, within the framework of the
Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) and to ensure that invest-
ment commitments are made or confirmed by national governments, bilateral, regional and
international financing institutions.

Building on the NEPAD-CAADP estimates that US$37 billion would be needed in investments
for land management and water control in Africa between 2002 and 2015, the preparatory work
to the Sirte Conference approved a detailed portfolio of about 1 000 projects and programmes for
investment in water control for agriculture and energy in the 53 African countries, with a total
budget of US$65 billion spread over twenty years.

The Sirte Conference was attended by over 400 officials including 37 Ministers and repre-
sentatives of various United Nations organizations and civil society. The Conference unanimously
approved the Sirte 2008 declaration reaffirming African governments commitment to agricultural
development and called for urgent and increased investment in water to meet the continents
growing food and energy demands.

To mobilize the financial support required for water development for agriculture and energy in
Africa, adequate follow-up activities should be planned and, as stated in the final declaration, a
road map and a mechanism to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the Sirte Declaration
are to be designed and implemented.

The scaling up and phasing of the investments into short, medium and long-term priori-
ties - as identified in the CAADP update and by the Sirte Ministerial Conference - should remain
relevant for many years to come, certainly for most of sub-Saharan Africa. What is, however, now
compelling is to build on the work of the Sirte Conference and to effectively boost investment in
water development to achieve food and energy security in Africa. By making such investments a
political and financial priority, the international community and the countries concerned would
contribute to achieving the targets of meeting the growing demand for food, alleviating poverty
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and sustaining economic growth. Just as African countries committed to allocate at least 10
percent of national budgetary resources agriculture and rural development in the 2003 Maputo
Declaration on Agriculture and Food Security, development partners will need to increase invest-
ment in the water sector to help broaden and accelerate the recent economic and agricultural
growth recovery process.

Food and energy security and achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG)
cannot be accomplished without substantial investment and donor support for water development
in Africa. A road map showing the path for the implementation of commitments made, timely
mobilization of financial resources, capacity building and technical assistance is urgently needed
in a joint effort led by the African Union, NEPAD and African Development Bank in collaboration
with FAO and all other development partners. Such an effort would ensure not only high levels of
financial investment allocation but also greater efficiency in planning and delivery.

Jacques Diouf

Director General of FAO

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Rome, April 2010
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