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Box 1: Decentralisation

Decentralization is defined as any act in which a central government formally 

cedes powers to actors and institutions at lower levels in a political-

administrative and territorial hierarchy (Agrawal and Ribot1999; Ribot et al., 

2006). The term decentralised forest management is used to refer to forest 

management regimes where forest management responsibility has been 

devolved from central government to local government or community 

institutions. The change to a decentralized forest management regime involves 

change in institutions such as legislation, and also change of organizations or 

actors (Alden Wily and Mbaya, 2001; Gautam et al., 2004; Kumar, 2002; Ribot, 

et al., 2006; Thanh and Sikor, 2006). 
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Community forest tree nursery in Guinea (Photo: FAO)
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 Kusaabel Community Forest Village Funds contributed towards the purchase of a farm 

tractor: Jakoi Sibrik and Nyangit villages, The Gambia.
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Community forestry meeting in Namibia (Photo: FAO)
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