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Foreword

Growing societal demand for forest products and services require an increase in efforts 
to establish new forests. Where appropriate, intensively managed forest plantations can 
supply local and global markets with wood while contributing significantly to rural and 
industrial development. One of the most successful forest plantation species is Pinus 
radiata – radiata pine.  

FAO recognizes the need to back up any significant tree-planting with a deep 
understanding of all aspects of the species being planted. In 1960, FAO published a major 
review of radiata pine, written by C.W. Scott, which presented the state of knowledge 
at that time. After more than 50 years, FAO is pleased to present a comprehensive 
update of knowledge on radiata pine. While this new publication, by Dr Donald Mead, 
covers many aspects of the species – its discovery and domestication, site requirements, 
limitations, wood properties and end-uses, and its social and environmental roles – its 
focus is on the principles and practices of growing radiata pine sustainably. It also looks 
ahead to emerging challenges facing plantation forest management, such as the effects 
of climate change, new diseases and other threats, and how to manage plantation forests 
to meet changing product needs and societal demands. Thus, this book is relevant and 
helpful for growers of other tree species, and should also provide valuable insights to 
forestry students and a wide range of other people interested in forestry. 

Globally, there are just over 4 million ha of radiata pine plantations, mainly in 
Australia, Chile, New Zealand and Spain, making this species the most widely planted 
introduced conifer. As a plantation species, radiata pine has been a spectacular success, 
becoming the basis of strong wood-using industries in those countries and producing 
about 60 million cubic metres of wood per year. Even so, radiata pine provides only 
slightly more than four percent of the output of all planted forests. 

Dr Mead, a New Zealander, has been involved in forestry research and teaching 
about radiata pine for more than 50 years. He wanted FAO to publish this review of 
radiata pine management as a means to ensuring its wide dissemination. For FAO, this 
publication is a way of educating professionals and others on the importance of long-
term sustainable plantation forest management based on a profound knowledge of the 
biology, silviculture and use of a species. I congratulate Dr Mead for this outstanding 
contribution to global knowledge on plantation forest management and recommend the 
work to the global forestry community.

Eduardo Rojas-Briales
Assistant Director-General
FAO Forestry Department
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