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FAO FORESTRY PAPERS

3 Rev.1
3 Rev.2
a1

4/2

101

10/2

11

12

13

14

14 Rev.1

15

16

17

17 Sup.1

17 Sup.2

Forest utilization contracts on public
land, 1977

(EFS)

Planning forest roads and harvesting
systems, 1977 (EF S)

World list of forestry schools, 1977 (E/F/S)
World list of forestry schools, 1981 (E/F/S)
World list of forestry schools, 1986 (E/F/S)
World pulp and paper demand, supply
and trade - Vol. 1, 1977 (EFS)

World pulp and paper demand, supply
and trade - Vol. 2, 1977 (EF S)

The marketing of tropical wood in South
America, 1976 (E S)

National parks planning, 1976 (E F S)
Forestry for local community
development, 1978 (Ar EF S)
Establishment techniques for forest
plantations, 1978 (Ar CE* F S)

Wood chips — production, handling,
transport, 1976 (CE S)

Assessment of logging costs from forest
inventories in the tropics — 1. Principles
and methodology, 1978 (E F S)
Assessment of logging costs from forest
inventories in the tropics — 2. Data
collection and calculations, 1978 (E F S)
Savanna afforestation in Africa, 1977
(EF)

China: forestry support for agriculture,
1978 (E)

Forest products prices 1960-1977, 1979
(E/F/S)

Mountain forest roads and harvesting,
1979 (E)

Logging and transport in steep terrain,
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Multiple-use forest management
in the humid tropics

Opportunities and challenges for sustainable
forest management

The multiple-value nature of forests has long been
appreciated and used by forest-dependent people in the
tropics. Explicitly managing for some or all of these values —
multiple-use forest management - is stipulated in the laws
of many countries, but its formal implementation in the
tropics is thought to be rare.

This paper reports on three regional assessments carried
out to identify and draw lessons from on-the-ground
initiatives in multiple-use forest management in the
Amazon Basin, the Congo Basin and Southeast Asia. In all
three regions, information was collected through
interviews with country-based forestry experts, forest
managers and technicians. A complementary, Web-based
questionnaire further examined the reasons for the
successes and failures of multiple-use forest management
initiatives.

The paper concludes that forest managers need more
support if they are to realize the potential of multiple-use
forest management. Greater effort is needed to eliminate
unfair competition from operators whose sole objective is
to extract timber, with little or no concern for multiple uses.
In most countries, the demarcation of a permanent forest
estate and the development of national land-use plans
would increase investment in multiple-use forest
management. Improving the value of logged-over forest
through silviculture would also increase the uptake of
multiple-use approaches.
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