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'fWUIRING THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

nternational Code of Cornuc:1 on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides

e Committee gave broad general acceptance to the Code and agreed that the Code be
presented to the Council (para. 217).

Furthermore the CcAittee, noting that it would be for the Council to consider and
decide on the C),.nr:--Hoission of the Code to the Conference, recommended that the
Director-General ta the comments in its Report into consideration and take such
initiative as he demed favourable to achieving a consensus in the Council (para. 218).

In addition to the above matter, the Council may wish to note the following points in
the Report of the Committee.

The Committee:

Implementation of the Progr of WOrk 1984-85

endorsed the objectives of the Major Programe which
improve rural incomes, levels of nutrition, security of
the balance of trade (para. 9).

stressed the importance of improved nutrition, food
processing, and the involvement of small farmers, women
developmental process (para. 9).

were designed to
food supplies and

conservation and
and youth in the

urged the Director-General to continue his consultation with UNDP to
increase UNDP resources for agriculture (pare_ 11).

emphasized the role of TCDC, in the context of declining resources, and
requested the Orghnization to further assist Member Countries in this area

11.-a 11).

ccmmended thr,, co6tinued increase in training activities and the insis
on E-lithi)r (paca. 14).

maL

.,.-ccjts and

pu,pose (para,

increses in the Africa and Near East Regions of
uten by Regional Offices (para. 14).

,imum use be made of the results and reoLmmeAdations of
tkat project reports be systematically maintained for
10).

rei ìut the ,Ilght p,ognm:-.5 a under Major Programme 2.1 Pgrioulture
Find mé-17-1,,, a numbi,L ,Df ieccmflenb, concernin:i them (paras. 20 chrough
71-;)

ladium- and L,-,ng-rm Eced and 2'r:rìcu1tural Development
and Suontlq Pro:Iza.mm-J of Wock and !7udget 19C6-7

ondo,2,6 th.?: selection of si:rategjeJ, pciucities, programme changes and
(1', action as uabcdied in cl-io pio]:osed Programe of WOrk and Budget

fbc kgricultlYze (paca. 80).

special recognition of the problems of Africa (para. 80).

endorseu the th.L-nst and balance of the pl_czamme proposals of the
-1-5cLoc-Ca1eual as presented in document CaAG/85/5, welcomed his
e-cpi-essioa of priorities for the work progrnmme and supported the
Secret::.Lr continuing efforts to optimize the use of the finite
resources lable to PAO (para. 81).

_;:ecnte: l'uv'cnez

.___11 _
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agreed that the proposed ihereases in the t H-77C
programmes were fully justit1e in the light
developing countries and of FAO's role in this

stressed the major importance of the contributior the at ion to
the mobilization of investment resources (para. 85).

made observations on individual progranmes 2.1.1 through 2.1.8 (paras. 86
through 154).

The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food Security

suggested that the document should be widely distributed, including to FAO
field experts (para. 156).

stressed the need to fill the information gap, concernth oi.ix cxpu tn

the statistics on production and trade, and to al.1:ss io nutu1tionol
socio-economic significance of these crops, lotitbly through ioeci

consumption surveys (para. 158).

emphasized that legumes, vegaL6bles and fruits contributed to nutrition
and food security in several ways (para. 162).

emphasized that simultaneously with the promotion of new the
exchange of information and experiences should be stimulate'i, els indi.cated
in the paragraph (para. 166).

stressed the need for preparing easily understandFue info
on the importance of production, consuaption, m, A

minor crops for field and village personnel (para. 57).

recommended the existing mass media be mobilizeJ Lc, 1:2i-ca.:co i'uHfe of

minor crops to the public at large, the primaiy arc secclidclry
extension services and in particular the Yartous no-od:eecemtal
organizations (para. 167).

stressed that policy measures to promote miner corps shoubl to be
effective, the provision of powerful incentives (par, 1LCA

made four recommendations to Member Governments (para.

recommended urgent action at national level with the of

bilateral and multilateral cooperation (para. 170).

Processing of Food and Non-F A, cultura Products

endorsed the importance of the role played by ad-co-Industries in agri-
cultural and general economic development of countries
(para. 173).

stress,, th importance of relevant governocit fllioies in providing
incentives o links between agriculturai preJueLion, agro-processing,

credit facilities and distribution (para. 17fl.

iii) emphasized that the successful establishaent of aaro-industL7ies required
that full attention be given to the ecmpilation of 7elevant statistical
data; appropriate infrastructure; availability of sufficient raw materiel

supply; quality standards and control; socio-econcmic impaet; manpower

availabilit of appropriate skills in planning, e;:,7eoution and evaluation
of the industry and the respective rolH. of the pub1ic ,m10 private sectors
(para. 175).

(iv) stressed the need for research and development and emphasized the

potential for TCDC and ECDC activities in agro-inCI)szial 0e7e1o1;ment at
region-,7.i and sub-regional level (para. 177).
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recommended that more attention should be accorded to development of
packaging materials from local resources (para. 179).

stressed the present importance and future potential of apiculture and
recomended that the Director-General give consideration to the

feasibility of establishing an expert panel on apiculture, as well as to
alternative means of supporting apicultural development (para. 180).

emphasized the need for training of local personnel, including women, in
all aspects and at all levels of agro-industrial development (para. 181).

recommended that present efforts related to the Composite Flour Programme
be pursued and further collaboration encouraged (para. 183).

recommended that collaboration with UNIDO in the field of agro-industrial
development be extended and reinforced with other UN organizations and
non-governmental organizations (para. 185).

endorsed FAO's strategies and policies related to ,agro-industries'
development and recommended that FAO continue to strengthen its activities
in this field (para. 186).

'cultural Price Policies

agreed with the specific objectives of the study of price policies which
the Director-General had decided to undertake (para. 188).

agreed that the document to be submitted to the 1985 FAO Conference should
be a basic guide to all countries, particularly developing countries, in
their formulation and application of food and agricultural price policies
(para. 189).

drew attention to a number of issues of primary importance on price
policies, e.g. multiplicity and ranking of objectives; agricultural price
policy and the economy as a whole; complementarity of price and other
policy measures; input subsidies; consumer food pricing; regional pricing;
and implementation of price policies (para. 191).

requested the Secretariat to keep in mind, to the extent possible within
the constraint of the time limit, the Committee's suggestions, as
tabulated in the paragraph, for the completion of the report for the
Conference (para. 197).

endorsed the intention of the Director-General to submit the revised
report on agricultural price policies, taking into account its views and
suggestions, to the FAO Conference in November 1985 (para. 200).

n ernational Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides

unanimously agreed with the need for the Code in view of the continuing
and increasing use of pesticides essential for agricultural development
and of the potential serious risks for human and animal health and their
effects on the environment as a result of indiscriminate or uninformed
aplications or misuse (para. 204).

endorsed the basic objectives of the Code which were to identify potential
hazards in the distribution and use of pesticides, to establish standards
of conduct and to define responsibilities for all those engaged in the
regulation, distribution and use of pesticides (para. 205).

stressed the importance of adequate training and instruction for users of
pesticides and appreciated that the Code covered these aspects
(para. 209).

agreed that endorsement of the Code should not be delayed (para. 216).
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gave broad general acceptance to the Code and agreed that the Code be
presented to the Council (para. 217).

noting that it would be for the Council to consider and decide on the
transmission of the Code to the Conference, recommended that the Director-
General take the comments in its Report into consideration and take such
initiative as he deemed favourable to achieving a consensus in the Council
(para. 218).

Other Business

confirmed, for its Ninth Session, the standing agenda items dealing with
the Implementation of the Programme of Wbrk, the Mediumr and Long-Term
Outlook for Food and Agricultural Development and the Summary Programme of
Wbrk and Budget (para. 221).

recommended that under its standing agenda item "Food and Nutrition" it
should discuss the "Pole of Food Quality and Standards in Food Security,
Trade and Health" (para. 222).

recommended that the following topics be considered for inclusion in the
provisional agenda dealing with selected development problems: dryland
farming systems; the effect of tenure and fragmentation of farm holdings
on agricultural development; requirements and strategies for improved
production of roots, tubers and plantains (para. 223).

Date and Place of Next Session

(i) recommended that its Ninth Session should be held in Rome in March 1987,
and that the Director-General, in consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee, propose the exact dates and ensure that the Session was
scheduled before the sessions of the Programe and Finance Committee in
the spring of 1987 to enable them to consider the recommendations of the
Committee (para. 225).
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INTRODUCTION

1, The Eighth Session (Rome, 18-27 March 1985) was attended by representatives of 88
of the 103 Member Nations of the Committee, by observers from 3 other Member ;.D1:; of
FAO, by observers from 1 Member Nation of the United Nations and by the Permanent
Observer of the Holy See. Representatives of 8 other bodies and organizations of the
United Nations, representatives of the European Economic Community, and of 2

intergovernmental organizations, and observers from 13 international organization5 also
participated. The list of Members of the Committee is attached as Appendix D, alAd the
list of delegates, representatives and observers as Appendix C.

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

In accordance with Rule I of its Rules of Procedure, the Committee elected Horacio
M. Carandang (Philippines) as Chairman of the Committee, lAblfgang A.F. Grabisch (Fede:
Republic of Germany) as First Vice-Chairman, and Mohammed Abdelhadi (Tunisia) as Seci
Vice-Chairman,

In Memory of Josef Majcher

The Committee observed one minute of silence in memory of
Mr. Josef Majcher, Alternate Representative of Poland to the FAO, who died tre.gically on
Saturday, 16 March. The Committee expressed its sincere condolences to the fmily --od to
the Government of Poland for this untimely loss.

Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable for the Session

The Agenda as adopted is set out in Appendix A, and the list of documents is given
in Appendix D.

The Committee appointed the following members to the Drafting Committee:

Algeria, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, Finland, France, Gabon, India, Japan, Kenya,
New Zealand, and the United States of America. Jean-Pol Name (France) served as Chairman
of the Drafting Commitee.

Statement by the Director-General

The Committee heard a statement by Mr. Edouard Saouma, Director-General, which is
attached as Appendix E.
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REVIEW OF FAO'S PROGRAMME OF WORK IN THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

Implementation of the Programme of WOrk 1984-85 1/

The Committee reviewed the implementation of the biennial Programe of Work of the
Organization, within its mandate. The discussion was based on Document COAG/85/3
"Implementation of the Programme of Mork 1984-85" which dealt with activities implemented
in 1984-85 by the Agriculture Department and the Economic and Social Policy Department,
and joint activities with the Regional Offices and joint divisions which fall under Major
Programe 2.1 - Agriculture. The Committee also considered the document COAG/83/3-Sup.1
which contained progress reports on selected development problems discussed at its

Seventh Session, i.e. (a) malnutrition: its nature, magnitude and policy implications;
(b) follow up to the WOrld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD):
role of women in agricultural production; (c) plant protection: development of a global
strategy: (d) animal health: national and international strategies for action; and
(e) proposals for the establishment of a Draft International Convention for Plant Genetic
Resources.

The Committee noted that the general format of the document, approved at its
Seventh Session, had been retained, and welcomed the addition of brief examples of
previous FAO activities. It appreciated the statistical analysis provided in Annex
Tables 1-9 of COAG/85/3 and recommended that such analyses continue to be provided in the
future. Some members urged that continued efforts should be made to provide tables with
more disaggregated data. The Committee also appreciated the fuller identification of
regional activities in accordance with the request made at its Seventh Session.

The Committee endorsed the objectives of the Major Programe which were designed
to improve rural incomes, levels of nutrition, security of food supplies and the balance
of trade. It stressed the inportance of improved nutrition, food conservation and
processing, and the involvement of small farmers, women and youth in the development
process. It emphasized the need for greater consideration of environmental concerns such
as the maintenance and restoration of the ecological balance.

The Committee welcomed the focus on optimal use of land and improved inputs,
conservation of natural resources, control of epidemic livestock diseases, food security,
the fight against food shortages and famine in Africa, participation of the rural poor
and women in the development process, and improved management for agricultural
development.

The Committee noted that during 1983-84, the Major Programe 2.1 - Agriculture
supported an extra-budgetary field programe of US$ 375 million. It noted with concern
the decline of 13 percent in these resources from the 1980-81 level, mainly as a result
of the fall in United Nations Development Prograune (UNDP) funding. It urged the
Director-General to continue his consultation with UNDP to increase UNDP resources for
agriculture. The Committee appreciated the catalytic nature of the Technical
Cooperation Programe (TCP) in support of the Major Programme at field level amounting to
US$ 38 million, or 9 percent of total field programe expenditure in 1983-84. The
Committee emphasized the role of Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries (TCDC),
in the context of declining resources, and requested the Organization to further assist
member countries in this area.

The Committee commended the increase in direct support to Member Countries,
through FAO staff and consultants, which amounted to about 15 percent of Headquarters
professional staff time in 1984. It noted with satisfaction the major contributions of
the Regional Offices, accounting for about 25 percent of the total. The Committee
endorsed the greater use of consultants and appreciated that this had enabled an
increased output with a minimal increase in Headquarters staff. The need for FAO to have
adequate capacity to monitor an increased number of consultants was noted.

The Committee commended the increase in technical staff time devoted to back-
stopping field projects, which included over one third of Headquarters staff time under
the Major Programe in 1984 and highlighted the increasing role of the Regional Offices
in this work.

1/ COAG/85/3; COAG/85/3-Sup.1
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The Committee commended the continued increase in training activities and the
emphasis on smaller groups, which allowed more participatory learning. It especially
appreciated the inclusion of more women in these training activities. The Committee
noted with satisfaction the expanded training activities undertaken by the Regional
Offices and requested further increases in the Africa and Near East regions. The
Committee endorsed the greater use of national institutions and of the Regional Rural
Development Centres in Africa and Asia, in implementing training activities.

The Committee noted that, while there had been an increase in the number of
meetings in 1984, the emphasis had been on meetings with a smaller number of
participants. It commended the increase in meetings concerned with TCDC networks and
recognized the contribution of the Regional Offices in this regard.

The Committee endorsed the publication programme and supported the emphasis given
to training and research manuals, case studies and short booklets rather than voluminous
publications.

The Committee appreciated the efforts made under the Major Programme to mobilize
assistance for agricultural development and agricultural services in developing Member
Countries and to ensure the most effective use of FAO's limited resources. The Committee
supported the priority given to the following key areas: methodologies for involving the
rural poor and women in development; improved planning at all levels; increased
awareness of the balance between population, agricultural production, consumption and
welfare; optimization of delivery systems for agriculture; the use of low capital
intensive technology; and the effective application of research and technology at farm
level.

The Committee recommended that maximum use be made of the results and recomr
mendations of field projects and that project reports be systematically maintained for
this purpose. It supported the efforts to maintain the high quality of field inputs
through the introduction of more rigorous procedures of field evaluation.

The Committee expressed its appreciation of the comprehensive overview of FAO's
activities, as presented in COAG/85/3. However, some members suggested that statistical
information be provided in a way consistent with the biennial budget period. The
Committee was informed that the Review of the Regular Programe, submitted to the Council
and Conference, provided a performance appraisal of each major programue and evaluations
of specific activities. Some members considered that a quantitative, more in-depth
assessment of selected areas on the implementation and success of the programmes in
meeting their objectives was needed in future reviews of the Committee on Agriculture
(COAG).

2.1.1 Natural sources

The Committee fully supported the priority activites under this programme which
focused on improved assessment of data on land and water resources, greater use of
renewable sources of plant nutrients combined with efficient fertilizer use, improved
water use, irrigation systems and organizations, and support to soil conservation
programmes.

The Committee commended the study on the "Potential Population Supporting
Capacities of Lands in the Developing World" and endorsed the application of the
methodology at the country level concentrating initially on those needing it most. It

supported the work on assessment of water resources and irrigation potential.

The Committee supported efforts to promote integrated plant nutrition systems,
combining renewable sources of plant nutrients and mineral fertilizers. It endorsed
increased attention to symbiotic nitrogen fixation, particularly the local production of
inoculants and to the expanded use of Azolla.

The Committee endorsed the emphasis on demonstration and training in efficient
fertilizer use through the Fertilizer Programme. It commended FAO's efforts to attract
extra-budgetary support for such activities, particularly to the International Fertilizer
Supply Scheme (IFS). It was urged that donors provide increased support to this
programme.



29. 2he Committee
crop p.i:oduction.
veges ric.] roc
agro-ecDlogical

2.1.2 Cróps

The Committee supported the priorities established for the programme which focused
on increasing crop production in food deficit countries and encouraging Member Countries
to adopt modern production processing and marketing techniques, especially in the small-
farm sector where special attention was given to the participation and training of men.
It welcomed the progress made in the field of food production and appreciated the
research results which had been demonstrated within different socio-ecological
environments,

recognierl the important contribution made by FAO in increasing food
It suppoct-A the development efforts concerning crops such as
and tubes which were considered as fundamental staple foods in many
of'. the tropical world, particularly in Africa.

30, The Commit'L Aed that more attention be given to local food crops, which
considably to national food security and improvement of nutrition.

31, The r,h1LiCceo supported FAO's efforts
plent hroedic, aud in planl: genetic resources

such breeding prc.7r&mes. It noted
cultural practices o,:e 1:e.ing collected,

and international institutions,

in the improvement of cultivars through
to improve the use of land races and wild
that materials which might b.7, Lost under
mostly by local institutions, hut also by

?2 The WmmiCoe recogni2ed the significant efforts made under the programme in the
fLol of pjdnt proCecLion hy giving emphasis to the provision of technical information to
8L3meo:c Youncries in the framework of activities related to locust and migratory pests,

pr,,-hacvest crop losses, plant quarantine, entomology and integrated pest
c&tt)'ol, as wail e,s wood management.

33 The Commicc&e ueccDt .fforts in the formulation and implementation of seed
prcduotion, qualiCy control E-. 1 distribution programmes to ensure the availability of
seed o'J.' Che necery cultivas and stressed the need to provide increased support,
partioul,trly co rifrjua through FAO's Seed Programe.

34. The Committee supported the assistance given to national institutions in the
formation of networks or regional groups through which technology transfer could take
place under TCDC arrangemonts and thereby strengthen their competence in applied
rese&i:oh, develoGwlit and ttining. The Committee also supported the important efforts
under way in c:aurying out ,Johstration activities in cooperation with local and regional
instituLions, , Ind in usio national institutions and consultants from developing
countries.
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The Committee recognized the importance of giving greater attention to the
institutional aspects of irrigation. It agreed on the need to improve irrigation
organiaLions through increased farmers' participation and to increase the involvement of
women in irrigated agriculture. The Committee stressed the importance of snall-scale
irrigation in promoting food selfsufficiency in areas of difficult access. A large number
of members stressed that the development of large-scale irrigation projects, particularly
in Africa, were also important.

The Committee appreciated the support given to field projects in soil and water
conservation and endorsed efforts to include soil conservation in national development
programmes. It supported the increased use of national institution for undertaking
research on the effects of soil erosion on land productivity and seeking improvements to
shifting cultivation systems.

The Committee endorsed the gradual reorientation of farm management activities
towards strengthening farming systems development, especially for small farmers. It

stressed the importance of training programmes at regional and national levels, as well
as the practical field application approach which encouraged better planning, monitoring
and evaluation.

The Committee recognized the need for training in all fields under this programme
and recommended increased emphasis in this area.
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The Committee commended the emphasis given to assisting Member _-untries todevelop comprehensive agricultural mechanization strategies. It -,7-cgni T Jiat theadoption of new policies had favoured
more cost-effective mechanization ehich LA openedup new areas of cultivation in several food deficit countries, and throu$) je)!-t ventureshad established local manufacture of tractor units and equipment. The Committee

supported the expanded training of village blacksmiths to repair and produce hand toolsand animal draught equipment.

The Committee noted the support being given to the retwork on farm
mechanization, an activity jointly implemented with the Economic ocial Commissionfor Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the United Nations InC.Astrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) and the efforts, together with the International Labour Organization
(ILO), UNIDO and Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), to establish a similar regional
network for Africa.

The Committee commended the special emphasis on the utilisation of locrl huilding
materials employed in the rural structures and storage activiti i s 1 the
regional training programme on rural buildings in Africa.

The Committee commended the contribution of the Special Acticc 1-1: the
Prevention of Food Losses (PFL) in focusing attention on the magnitude of Focd losses and
in extending technologies and institutional capacity to reduce them. Th. Ccuaj.tt noted
the regional PFL training programmes being conducted at the Internat: J1 1- 7.ute of
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and the African Regional Centre for Technoic

The Committee stressed the importance of improving traditional --; processing
technologies and recognised that the agro-industrial sector in developi.ng countcies will
have to expand rapidly to keep pace with demands for processed foodstuCf. TL vielcomed
the increase in sericulture and apiculture activities, both of which prowtded e6diLional
income for the small farmer. The Committee recognized the Lmportance ot Tegional
Training Courses and workshops on the practical application of apprcpriate Ledhnologies
and the utilization of agricultural by-products and wastes. It alsc sti,:ds':;e the need to
continue work on rice processing and on hides and skins improvent)nt.

2.1.3. Livestock

40, The Committee endorsed the priorities of the livestock prtramme with C.:s major
components on animal disease control, animal production improvemeoL and meal and ciPlk
development. It fully supported the actions regarding the important sa'Ac,-ecdildmid role
of livestock development in the farming pattern of develooing countries- Ine Ccfmittee,
in particular, expressed satisfaction with the activities implemented ; L:)v a,11d.qiaHng the
critical health and feed situation for livestock populations in 111,7,n f=',Zric'an ceuntries,

The Committee confirmed the importance of animal health in livestoch prciuction
and in livestock trade and livestock products. It ccgmended FAO for the pudmpt
taken in regard to rinderpest in Africa and the Near East, as well as the support given
to the preparation of the Pan-African Rinderpest Campaign (PARC). It urged P7-O Lo
continue its efforts to mobilize funds for the Lmplementation of the large-scale CEmr,aign
in Africa. The Committee appreciated that comprehensive 'rt had also bsen carried out
regarding other important animal diseases, as well as on lon: leum control measmes, in
particular trypanosamiasis and tick and tick-borne diseases.

The Committee recognized the importance of activities cauried out on fodder tu
and shrubs, application of remote sensing to grazing land management and integration of
forage legumes into cereal rotations. The Committee welcomed the activities on feed
utilization including the emphasis given to animal feed security in drought-prone
countries in Africa.

43, The Committee appreciated the successful work carried out uryler the Artificial
Insemination and Breeding Development Prograane (AIBDP). It noted the activities on
animal genetic resources, conservation and management were ircinted partly in

collaboration with the United Nations Environment Programme (UN, and included the
preparatory work for the establishment of data banks.
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The Committee supported the activities carried out on improved animal production,
in particular the work on small animal development, on buffaloes and on the regional
networks for the exchange of experience on draught animal power.

The Committee reconfirmed its support for the International Meat Development
Scheme (IMES) and the International Scheme for the Coordination of Dairy Development
(ISCDD) and welcomed the assistance provided to a large number of developing countries
through these schemes.

The Committee welcomed the results of the evaluation of the FAO/DANIDA Dairy
Development and Training Programe and fully supported the continuation of this very
important activity in line with other specific training and education activities related
to animal production and health.

2.1.4 Research and Technology Development

The Committee welcomed the establishment of the Research and Technology
Development Division and endorsed the Division's role as the focal point for FAO's work
in this important area. It noted that the Division brought together the activities of
the Centres for Research Development, Remote Sensing, Environment and Energy Programmes
Coordination and the Executive Secretariat of the Technical Advisory Committee of the
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research.

The Committee supported the emphasis given to research management and the
increased number of training activities in this area. It appreciated the support given
to inter-country research cooperation and to research development by review and planning
missions to Member Countries and endorsed the active role of FAO in the Consultative
Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) and the support provided through the
Executive Secretariat of the Technical Adivsory Committee. The Committee recognized that
research support was integrated in the field programe activities of other technical
divisions and that the contribution of the research development sub-programme to the
field programe was, therefore, substantially larger than indicated in the Annexes to
COAG/85/3.

The Committee recognized the increasing application of remote sensing to the
monitoring of agricultural drought in Africa, particularly its contribution to the Global
Information and Early Warning System and welcomed the strengthening of the remote sensing
geographic database and training programe.

The Committee welcomed the cooperation between Headquarters and Regional Offices
in the development of energy activities and agreed with the emphasis given to the
development of regional and subregional networks on various aspects of rural energy. It
commended the work of the European Cooperative Network on Rural Energy.

51, The Committee noted that activities concerning the environment contributed to
strengthening the Organization's work in arid-land management, natural conservation
strategies, natural resource assessments and biological nitrogen fixation, and welcomed
the contribution of joint FAO/UNEP projects in these areas. The Committee stressed the
importance of environmental concerns, particularly the maintenance and restoration of the
ecological balance, in agricultural and rural development.

The Committee recognized the contribution of isotope and other research techniques
in plant nutrition, plant breeding, biological pest control, pesticide residues and noted
the increasing requests from developing countries for training in the use of these
techniques. It endorsed FAO's efforts, together with the WOrld Health Organization (WHO)
and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in furthering the use of irradiation
for food conservation and disinfestation.

The Committee noted the success of the Current Agricultural Research Information
System (CARTS) in furthering, in many countries, the collection and dissemination of
information on their ongoing research activities.
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2.1.5 Rural Development

The Committee supported the emphasis given to programmes towards the alleviation
of poverty and hunger in rural areas and felt that such an orientation should continue.

The Committee welcomed FAO's efforts in assisting countries in the implementation
of the WCARRD Programme of Action.

The Committee endorsed the importance given to projects on people's participation
and emphasized the need to collaborate with non-governmental organizations in this
regard. It stressed the importance of the decentralization of administrative machinery
to strengthen the involvement of people in development.

The Committee appreciated the increase in training activities, and their expanded
coverage of small and women farmers. It welcomed the assessment of trained manpower and
agricultural training institutions carried out by FAO in Africa and requested that
necessary follow-up activities be undertaken.

The Committee welcomed the importance given to the programmes concerning women in
development and noted the change in the title of the Service to "unen in Agricultural
Production and Rural Development". It welcomed the promotion of activities supporting
women as agricultural producers and active participants in development.

The Committee supported the assistance given to the Regional Centres for Rural
Development, which had already been established in Asia and the Pacific and in Africa,
and hoped that the Centres for Latin America and the Caribbean and the Near East would be
established soon.

The Committee endorsed the important role played by FAO as the lead agency in
rural development which facilitated the coordination of the activities of the UN system.

The Committee endorsed the work carried out on crop and livestock market
organization and the conduct of national seminars on marketing constraints. It commended
the practical training programmes and the issue of training manuals. The Committee
welcomed the regular collection and analysis of fertilizer marketing costs in Asia and
the Pacific as a basis for more cost-effective supply of fertilizer and other inputs to
the small farm sector. The Committee further endorsed the support given to the
association of Food Marketing Associations in Asia and the Pacific, and in Latin America
and the Caribbean, to the Network for Technical Cooperation in Agricultural Marketing and
Food Supply.

The Committee endorsed the agricultural banking activities and noted that these
are mainly channelled through the Regional Agricultural Credit Association8. It
commended the TCDC activities - study tours, staff exchanges and training courses - of
the associations, which receive limited financial support from the FAO sponsored Scheme
for Agricultural Credit Development, The Committee stressed the importance of continued
work to ensure the access of rural wamen to agricultural credit.

2.1.6 Nutrition

The Committee recognized the need to improve the level of nutrition, especially of
rural low-income groups, and expressed appreciation of the Organization's activities in
this field. The Committee supported the integration of nutritional aspects in agri-
cultural and rural development programmes, and the assistance given to countries in
nutrition planning. It appreciated the support given to national institutions in
incorporating nutritional aspects in their programmes and training activities.

The Committee noted with satisfaction the work accomplished by the Codex
Alimentarius Commission as well as the increased participation of developing countries in
its efforts. It appreciated the dialogue between the Codex Alimentarius Commission,
European Econamic Community (EEC) and Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA)
secretariats in view of facilitating the implementation of Codex standards. It also
welcomed the technical support given by FAO to developing countries in implementing such
international standards.
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The Committee stressed the continued need for training in nutrition and nutrition
related aspects, and welcomed the increase in the number of women participating in such
training. It also expressed satisfaction with the training materials prepared.

2.1.7. Food and Agricultural Information

The Committe commended the role of the Global Information and Early Warning System
on Food and Agriculture (GIEWS) in alerting govenments of imminent food shortages. It
noted with satisfaction the issue of timely warnings by FAO of a deepening famine
situation and widespread food shortages in Africa in 1983-84 and the role of the Joint
FAO/WFP Task Force on Africa in closely monitoring the food supply situation. The
Committee fully supported the Director-General's proposal to strengthen GIDE further to
enhance its capability in assessment of crops, pre-famine conditions, and food aid
requirements as well as the identification of affected populations. It also agreed on
the need to provide assistance to governments in setting up national and regional early
warning systems.

The Committe noted the continuing work in expanding and improving FAO's
agricultural data base. The Committee welcomed the more analytical approach to examining
problems and prospects in food and agriculture in the regular situation and outlook
reports and specific studies. Such analyses required a more comprehensive and reliable
data base and therefore the Committee further supported efforts to improve the collection
and handling of data to complement this work. It urged even greater emphasis than in the
current programme of work on training in statistical data collection, processing and
analysis.

The Committee noted the broad range of situation and outlook reports and
publications and stressed the need for them to contain timely and up to date information
useful to Meml:_;ar Countries in formulating policies and investment programmes. The
Committee welccm the fact that annual publications such as Commodity Review and Outlook
included special features on topical commodity and trade issues. It also endorsed
efforts being made to improve information on commodities of particular interest to
developing countries.

2.1.8 Food and Agricultural Policy Analysis

The Committee agreed to the priority given under this programme to activities
relating to the attainment of national and international food security. It endorsed the
efEotts to improve world food security, particularly as follow-up to the revised concept
oE wpcld food security, which aimed at increasing food production, stabilizing supplies
and improving access to food. It agreed that in view of the widespread food shortages in
Africa, spacial attention should continue to be paid to the problems and constraints
affecting Ifood production and supplies in that continent. The Committee supported
effoot eing made under the Food Security Assistance Scheme to assist low-income
COm in establishing national food security policies and programmes.

70, The Committee agreed that the FAO intergovernmental commodity bodies were
-Loming a useful function both in improving the information available on the commodity

situation and outlook and in providing a forum for consultations on crucial commodity and
trade policy problems. It endorsed the technical support provided to other organizations
Lo such areas as preparation of commodity research and development projects, and
assistance to L Teloping countries in the formulation of national commodity policies
under the pr r on Commodity Policy at the Country Level (CPCL).

7t. The CoirrItLee stressed that countries themselves, particularly in Africa, should
evolve ,:Lrategies of agricultural develowent that took past experience into account.
Such Ojoning had to be complemented by improved monitoring of project implementation.
It thifo,. supported the substantial direct input into national training efforts
provided by planning assistance and training projects conducted by FAO. It welcomed
direct oEfers oE TCDC activities made in this area.

72. The Committee also emphasized the need to promote Economic Cooperation among
Developing Countries (ECDC), to accelerate econamic progress, particularly in Africa, and
stressed the need to strengthen FAO programmes in this field.
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The Committee welcomed initiatives taken by several countries to increasingly

decentralize their planning and development activities in the agricultual and rural
sector. It supported FAO's efforts to prepare guidelines, drawing from the eparience of
these countries in implementing such multi-level planning, to assist countries to de-
centralize their planning.

Medium- and Long-Term Outlook for Food and Agricultural Development 1/
and Summary Programme of Wark and Budget 1986-87

The Committee discussed Agenda Items 4, Mediume and n -Term Outlook for Food and
Agricultural Development, and 5, Summary Programme of WOrk and Budget 986-87 together,
in line with its own established practice as well as that of the Council and Conference.

The discussion was based on two documents: COAG/85/4 "Mediumr and Long-Term
Outlook for Food and Agricultural Development", and 00AG/85/5 "Summary Programme of WOrk
and Budget 1986-87".

Document COAG/85/4 on MediumeTerm Objectives followed closely the format of its
predecessor, as well as of similar sections contained in the Programme of Nark an: Budget
document. The Committee noted that the document provided a useful reviel7 cS loeeTeterm
goals and strategies for world agricultural development followed by a presenLation oE the
medium-term outlook and related objectives for the eight programmes of Major Prcgramme
2.1 - Agriculture. Due account had been taken of the effects of most recent
international policy developments, including the disappointing results in the
implementation of the International Development Strategy (IDS) for the Third United
Nations Development Decade. The Committee agreed that it was imperatiqe to apply these
strategies and seek achievement of the Organization's objectives in the remainder of the
Decade.

It was stressed that developed countries and international organizations should
continue to offer timely technical and financial assistance in terms, conditions, amounts
and composition that would make such assistance really effective.

The Committee noted that document COAG/85/5, entitled "Summary Programme oE Work
and Budget 1986-87", was an extract from the document bearing the s,74me title which wmis to
be submitted to the Eighty-seventh Session of the Council in June 1985. The decument
before the Committee was restricted to the strategies, priorities, means of action and
proposed programme activities under Major Programme 2.1 - Agriculture, an0 was intended
to enable the Committee to analyse and assess the general lines of wark and programas
changes regarding the Agriculture and Economic and Social Policy Depauoaents, and the
related work of Regional Offices and Joint Divisions.

79, The Committee expressed satisfaction that both documents puovided ccmprehensive
information for this purpose. In particular, the tabular fnformation therein p7evidTe
details of original 1984/85 allocations, net proposed changes and 1936-87 allocatioee
all levels of FAO programme structure down to the sub-programme level. Prognemme
narratives,, moreover, made specific mention of foreseen outputs to the e;:tent feasible at
this stage.

80. The Committee fully endorsed the selection of strategies, priorities, programme
changes and means of action as embodied in the proposed Programme of Wbrk and Budget for
Major Programme 2.1 - Agriculture which reflected the wishes of Member Countries as
expressed in the recommendations and resolutions of the Conference and Council, the
Regional Conferences and other intergovernmental fora. The Committee fully supported
these programme priorities which centered on the two pivotal themes of promotion of food
production and increase in food security, and noted programme of action would focus
particularly on the achievement of impact at field level and support to ECDC. The

Committee endorsed the special recognition of the problems of Africa which was apparent
throughout the proposals. The Committee appreciated the assurance of the Director-
General that its views would be taken into consideration in formulating his full
proposals for the Programe of WOrk and Budget 1986e87.
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The Committee recognized that the proposed Programe of WOrk for 1986-87 for Major
Programme 2.1 was a coherent response to FAO long- and medium-term objectives. Without
prejudice to the respective positions of the Member Nations regarding budgetary con7
siderations which were not the object of discussion in COAG, the Committee endorsed the
thrust and balance of the programe proposals of the Director-General as presented in
document COAG/85/5. The Committee welcomed the Director-General's expression of
priorities for the work programe and supported the Secretariat's continuing efforts to
optimise the use of the finite resources available to FAO. In this regard the Committee
acknowledged the importance of maintaining an adequate focus and balance between
programmes which reflect these priorities.

The Committee was informed that the proposals for Major Programme 2.1 implied a
budgetary increase in real terms of 3.7 percent. This increase was to be largely offset
by reductions in other Chapters, in line with the Director-General's strenuous efforts to
transfer resources from administrative and other areas to FAO technical and economic
programes, without prejudice to the Organization's effectiveness in delivering its range
of seevices and executing its programes.

In view of the importance of programmes under 2.1 - Agriculture, the magnitude of
problems faced by most developing countries in ensuring sustained agricultural growth and
adequate nutritional levels in the current world economic situation, and given the
enormous requirements of Africa, the Committee agreed that such an increase had to be
seen as the result of severe budgetary restraint rather than as a reflection on the
capacity of the Organization to respond to Member Countries' requirements. Sane members
stressed the favourable development of the current international economic situation in
the developed countries which was more propitious to an increase in resources.

The Committee agreed that the proposed increases in the technical and economic
programes were fully justified in the light of their importance for developing countries
and of FAO's essential role in this respect.

The Committee recognized the invaluable support of the Regular Programe for the
Field Programe and their inextricable links. It noted with satisfaction the growth of
Trust Funds. It also stressed the major importance of the contribution of the
Organization to the mobilization of investment resources. The Committee noted with
satisfaction that in 1984 alone, 41 projects prepared by FAO had been approved by
financing institutions with the mobilization of some US $2.4 billion for food and
agricultural development.

2.1.1 Natural Resources

The Committee noted the need for further expansion of land and water resources as
well as increased production from presently cultivated areas in order to meet the food
production targets in the medium term. It agreed that further quantification and
evaluation of the different potentials and limitations of lands for increased production
was necessary. It stressed the need for increasing soil productivity and more intensive
and rational use of land and water resources. It endorsed FAO's approach to ensure these
objectives are achieved while conserving the productive capacity of land.

The Committee endorsed the medium term objectives of this programe and supported
the activities and priorities as proposed for the 1986-87 biennium.

The Committee supported the development, through application of modern techniques,
of Geographic Resource Data Bases as important tools for planning agricultural develop-
ment, both by FAO and Member Governments. It recognized the particular importance of
such systems for national assessments of crop and population potentials incorporating
socio-econamic, cultural and other factors as recommended by the 1983 FAO Conference. It
recommended that high priority be given to training national staff in the use of these
techniques to ensure sound planning and optimum use of available land and water
resources.

The Committee endorsed the need foe increased and more efficient use of
fertilizers to improve soil fertility. It urged donors to increase their support to the
Fertilizer Programe and the International Fertilizer Supply Scheme. It supported the
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rea'L]: use o.:,1 enewable sources of plant nutrients in the context of an integrated plant
nutrii=ion H-2/sLs-,. It welcomed the additional emphasis on Biological Nitrogen Fixation,
organic recycling and promotion of improved soil management practices.

The Committee emphasized support to irrigation development, particularly
small-scale irrigation in Africa. It welcomed the regional consultation on irrigation
development in Africa.

The Committee agreed that to optimize returns from investments in irrigation,
greater attention should be focused on increasing irrigation efficiency. It supported
the work of the International Support Programme for Farm Water Management in the transfer
of experiences in water use and management.

The Committee noted the activities to promote soil conservation and welcomed the
increased collaboration with the Forestry Department in this field. It supported the
study to identify constraints on successful development of soil conservation programmes
and on quantification of soil loss and long-term productivity loss. It recommended
continued assistance in the reclamation of degraded lands, including activities for
improvement of waterlogged and saline lands.

The Committee stressed the importance of integrated farming systems involving
complafientary relationships between the various enterprises of crops, livestock,
horticultuT:a, fish and forest and it agreed that the development of such farming systems
using a systems approach should be given high priority.

The Committee agreed that farming system development required a multi-disciplinary
whole-farm approach and the establishment of benchmarks through farm analysis. It noted
that particular attention would be given to the socio-economic acceptability of any
changes in farming systems. It supported the Farm Analysis Package (FARMAP) training
programmes, the collection and analysis of input/output data, and the promotion of TCDC
amongst Member Countries.

The Committee welcomed the shifts in resources to strengthen priority areas and
the efforts to attract extra-budgetary resources for activities under this programme. It
noted with satisfaction the overall emphasis on multidisciplinary training which was a
priority activity under this programme.

2.1.2 Crops

The Committee .7oreed that the long-term goals and medium-term objectives and
strategies of the prflcamme would contribute to increasing production of basic food
crops. It stressed in order to attain sustained crop production increases, Member
Countries should be encouraged and assisted, particularly the developing countries, to
adopt appropriate techniques with respect to production, processing, marketing and
extension, with particular attention to the small farmer. It agreed that emphasis should
be given to the diversification of food crops and the development of projects related to
seeds of the appropriate cultivars, which are important factors in increasing food
production and food security. It strongly supported the approach to demonstrate applied
research results at the grass-root level, particularly those which would increase yield
levels of the most important food crops through better breeding and agronomic practices,
based on improved integrated crop production/protection technology.

The Committee welcomed the proposed activities which would contribute to the
promotion of food crop production through assistance to governments in multiplication and
distribution of good quality seed with particular emphasis on Africa. It noted with
satisfaction the strengthening of ongoing field projects in the African region and the
launching of further pilot activities for the transfer of appropriate technologies
covering staple food crops, grain legumes and root crops. It recognized the important
contribution in the development of minor crops, which were fundamental staple foods in
many agro-ecological zones of the tropical world and enhanced the food security of many
developing countries.

The Committee supported the continued emphasis on plant genetic resources
particularly related to major food crops, vegetables, fruits and cash crops, oriented to
collection, conservation, documentation and training. The Committee agreed that such
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2.1.3 Livestock

the new emphasis on training and application of bio-

the continuing work on sericulture and apiculture.

The Committee agreed that livestock played a vital multi-purpose LK,Je in

developing countries both in the medium and long term. It stressed thet the repioly
o,:ewing demand for animal products in these countries called for major effoets to deN,elop
th,Jie considerable potential for livestock production. Over the mediu-tem,
orcJuetion in developing countries ought to grow by more than 4 percent annually.

The Committee also stressed that, since deficiencies in feed and feeding syste s
were a most important factor limiting livestock development in the developing countio
particular emphasis should be given to the adoption of appropriate strategies for live-
stock feeding, with particular emphasis on the improvement of grasslands &Hi foege
resources with a view to reducing dependence on grains. Such strategies ci1d aleo
enhance the use of any breeding programmes and genetical livestock improvement
selection or upgrading. The economically useful indigenous stock such
tolerant livestock should be given special attention and be rapidly multipliecL
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eetivities should be expanded particularly in developing countries. Special emphasis
ld be given to the evaluation of plant genetic resourees and their use lo plent

P:eodihg. The results of the first session of Commisiee on Plant Genetic Pseneee7,
»ere recalled and it was suggested that its recelenCations Le taken into considereieh,

T- :eAittee reconfirmed its support to the Seed Improvement lement
ecdramme eimieg at strengthening institutions in developing regions L

k_antiol and distribution of seed and planting material. It endorsE'i the
oet2,tni'.etIon ef seminars, workshops and training courses on various aspectr,
pecinetion in cooperation with national and international organizations. The Cre Leee

stresse-1 the importance of financing for the production and timely supply of geel
L.;-el-to-facmers and supported the allocation of additional resources to this =.1:.ea.

The Committee stressed the need to strengthen work on agrometeorological
applications through monitoring and forecasting basic food crops production, especially
in drought-affected areas, thereby contributing to the Global Information and Early
Warn:LE-10 System,

let. Committee stressed the need for investment in farm mechanization along with
the estaelishaht of sound mechanization policies, careful selection of ecicipment,

e:nt oL appropriate mechanized farming systems and related training.

1W1., Ine CommiLtee supported the launching of pilot programmes based on improd
int:geeted crop production/protection technology, to be carried out in farmers fields ih

, operation with national extension services.

103. 3i eommittee also supported crop protection activities with regard to the
pie\7e,1;Lea end reduction of yield losses caused by crop parasites, and the programme on
CcoeeeiNie Action for Plant Health.

10, , The Committee recognised the importance of storage, drying, handling, processing
ead oistribution systems particularly in support of post-harvest food loss prevention.

enpoouted the promotion of local construction skills and the expansion of training in
cf steuctures.

'Ojr.. The Committee stressed the importance of the PFL Action Programme developing new
,iloh;r1L coopel:eting mechanisms for research and development, and increasing awareness of

tee:'--:1a,,es;: loss prevention. It welcomed the extended commodity coverage to include

The Committee fully supported the strengthening of national capabilities for
:Ang and processing agricultural products concurrently ',e::ch increasing food

p02,:lnetioh It recognised that agro-industries had an important role in making better
uee of ree neiterials and by-products and in increasing employment and export earnings.



117. The Committee supported the activities on the evaluation,
management of animal genetic resources and the development of artific1:e.
Important epacts of this work would continue to be implemented in close
with UNEP. The Committee also supported the proposal to establish foul:
banks in collaboration with regional organizations concerned.

119. The
production
prcdueion et:(.
Jne 0-rmitte

'
-Lvieorted Jo'
of the seimal

and

regional

118. The Committee welcomed the full integvation of the dairy develora?-it
under the ISCDD and the Regional Dair Develoment and Training Teems in :Lose col-
laboration with the Regional Offices. IL agreed that planning, )11)-thFilent tion sud
c.-r-dPiation of integrated dairy progeammes Ee,Yr des'elu nk-

pal7ticipation of donbc countries am' full commjtmnt of .¡:,:tejpi ent countr; ;%,o10
giqe Lenevdc' omphasiH to dairy develc. lt as d majo,7 cempPtraliL otf rutai
Tile Committee ,T:.:Ted that Africa at the Latin America and CEtt:ibcie611 Regions shbuld

L wit.hin the IMDS, including the establishment of a TCR_ ,", "k-NY)f oc
i.ndust development in the latter Region.

sue endorsed the focus of animal production activit' imv-ovdd
c, for small farmers and pastoralists, the promotion ot approt-Aiate

i.,nolcgies and the integration of draught animal power loto farming sfs'oe.a2,
welcomed the emphasis on seep, goats and pigs, as well as poultry, clucs

better suited to small r sou und management by rural women. IL strcogly
active promotion of the 1:::EC concept in the development and implemertaciar)
production activities.
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111, The Committee endorsed the priority and emphasis given to animal acr-,.ucoe.jthat support be given to the improvement of veterinary services and die,ere.,;e
this wouLd contribute significantly to supporting increased animal prcjuction iofuture.

112- The Committee agreed that full use should be made of the plann1ngavaile hrough the International Meat Development Scheme (INDS), the er 1

Scheme for the Coordination of Dairy Development (ISCDD) and toe 'L
Control of African Animal Trypanosamiasis and Related Development in OL t_ _7e,e,eJe
action programes for production increases in the medium and long Leon. FJ. 7w, ftrA3:,
urged that the level of activity of IMDS be not reduced in future.

The Committee fully supported training activities as the continuing backbone of
the livestock programme.

The Committee endorsed the activities included in the livestock programme in the
Summary Programme of Mork and Budget 1996/87. It welcomed the emphasis given to st,F,I.J
farmers through active support for rural lopment in all aspects of animal pr(7./,,

health and animal products processiiie marketing.

The Committee welcomed the intensification of the,work on the control
pest and on vaccine production. It urged that FAO continue and Efrether strencuih,c,h
active participation in the Pan-African Rinderpest Campaign (PARC), in pa7JticuL:i: vjLii
major efforts to mobilize the substantive financial resources required Eou the in0-,-
mentation of the large-scale Campaign. The Committee also stressed rime ini,cctance o:
continued support to other emergency diseases and longer term disease control Yawigns,
including foot-and-mouth disease and tick-borne diseases. The Committee recontirroed its
support Eor the activities under the Programme for the Control of African Animal
Trypanoscmiasis and Related Development,

116 The Committee commended the initiative taken on increased availability en,'L
utition of feed resources, with particular emphasis on feeding systems appropria:., LI)
swell favm conditions and on the promotion of TCDC programmes. The Committee ,fJx(ie)
the importance of i71e: assistance to drought-prone countries in Africa in the pret.):-
of feed security 1: end strategies.
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2.1.4 Research and Technology Development

The Committee endorsed the priority and emphasis given to research and technology
development in both the proposed Programme of WOrk for 1986-87 and in the medium term.

The Committee recognized that research and the development and application of
appropriate technologies were key factors in agricultural and rural development. It

emphasized the need for strengthening national policies and capabilities in research,
technology development, transfer and application. In this respect the Committee stressed
the need to intensify efforts to develop appropriate technologies for integrated dry-land
farming systems.

The Committee agreed that research and technology development should take into
account the resource endowments and ecological and socio-economic conditions of each
country and that environmental problems associated with maintaining agricultural
productivity required additional attention.

The Committee emphasized the need for improved methods to relate research
priorities to national development and for improved management techniques and approaches
to research policy formulation. It agreed that the proposed strengthening of training on
research management was fully justified.--

The Committee stressed the hmportance of TCDC in research and the application of
technology and supported continued efforts to strengthen regional and sub-regional
cooperation in this area. It also emphasized the need for continued efforts at the
national level to establish functional links between research, extension and the farmer
and to increase research cooperation between agricultural research institutions and
universities. In this regard, the CARTS was recognized as an important tool in
disseminating information on current research activities and existing research
capabilities, both at national and regional levels where it helped to foster TCDC.

The Committee stressed the importance of the Global Information and Early Warning
System and recognized the important contribution of remote sensing technology, both to
this system and to the broader area of acquiring information on renewable natural
resources as a basis for development and for assessing and monitoring natural resources
in agriculture, forestry and fisheries. The Committee agreed that the proposed
strengthening of FAO's remote sensing applications at the national, regional and
international level, including increased inputs to the Global Information and Early
Warning Systems, was fully justified.

The Committee recognized the important potential contribution of bio-technology to
agriculture in the medium and long term and the essential role of isotope research in
this area. It supported the continued use of isotopes, radiation and reù.-1;:ed tech-
nologies in solving various food and agricultural problems in developing Leoions and
endorsed the proposed strengthening of technology transfer and training in nuclear and
agricultural bio-technology. The Committee also recognized the value of food irradiation
as a means of reducing food losses and urged that increased efforts b? made ;:o transEer
this technology to developing countries. The Committee highlighLed
function in these areas of the Joint FAO/IAEA Division.

The Committee stressed the importance of meeting the growing need for energy
supply in developing countries in order to increase food and agricultural production and
improve living conditions in rural areas. The Committee recognised the need for both
increasing the efficient use of commercial energy in agriculture and the development and
promotion of appropriate new and renewable sources of energy, including nod c1

which could provide a complementary or alternative source of energy for rural deveJof,
ment. It agreed that in 1986-87 increased emphasis should be given to promoting proven
technologies on new and renewable sources of rural energy through regional ntds and
TCDC approaches in cooperation with the Regional Offices, and to facilitaLlnq the
exchange of information on proven technologies between developing and developed
countries.

The Committee recognized the importance of environmental concerns in efforts to
increase and sustain food and agricultural production and rural 6.exelopment and
emphasized the need to address effectively the problems of pollution and degredation/
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depletion of natural resources. The Committee agreed that emphasis should be given,
during the next biennium, to technical assistance for the development of national
environmental strategies for agriculture and rural development, including forestry and
fisheries. It also supported the developnent of environmental guidelines for agri-
cultural and rural development projects in selected major agro-ecological zones, and
strengthening the exchange of environment related information.

2.1.5 Rural Development

The Committee agreed that the eradication of hunger and poverty should be the main
objective of rural development. A strategy for small farm development was central to
rural development as well as to food security. FAO's programme should be aimed at
assisting countries to provide the institutional and technological prerequisites for the
successful implementation of such a strategy. Programmes for greater income and
employment generation, both in the farm and non-farm sectors were considered essential
for marginal and landless farmers. The Committee recognized that these aspects, covered
in the WCARRD Programme of Action, were fully reflected in FAO's medium and long term
strategies and objectives.

The action of FAO in promoting a WCARRD-inspired orientation in national policies
and programmes was welcomed. The Committee supported assistance to countries in
establishing suitable monitoring systems to assess the impact of such policies and
programmes on the WCARRD target groups as a basis for policy intervention. It emphasized
the importance of TCEC in rural development and requested that FAO's support to the
Regional Centres for Rural Development be continued.

The Committee emphasized the importance of agrarian structural change for rural
development and supported FAO assistance to countries in planning and implementation of
agrarian reform and land settlement.

The Committee endorsed the programme for people's participation through
cooperatives and organizations of small farmers and women, and supported NGO involvement
in support of such organizations and activities. It stressed the need for employment
generation activities and for improvement in the organization of agricultural delivery
systems to small farmers.

The Committee strongly supported continued emphasis on the role of women as
farmers and rural producers, particularly with regard to food crops, and urged greater
efforts to reach them through extension, training, credit and marketing. It stressed the
need to introduce technological improvements for promoting the role of women in
production, processing and food conservation.

The Committee supported the sub-programme for agricultural education, extension
and training and its greater orientation to the needs of small and women farmers. It
approved the strengthening of agricultural training institutions and extension systems,
as well as the promotion of locally appropriate training materials and low-cost group-
training and audio-visual materials. The Committee supported follow-up activities to the
major assessment carried out in Africa for the development of further trained manpower in
agricviture. The Committee emphasized the need to narrow the gap between research
findi ; and their actual application by farmers at field level.

The Committee approved the programme for building up national capacities to carry
out development support communications programmes and for the use of low-cost
communication technology for grass-root level training in support of agricultural and
rural development.

The Committee supported the programmes for strengthening incentives for small
farmers through effective policies and progranunes, and marketing extension services. It

stressed the need to strengthen food marketing institutions as a contribution to food
security and continued attention to the role of women in marketing. The Committee also
supported the improvement of input and fertilizer marketing systems.

The Committee stressed the importance of more effective domestic resource
mobilization and of improving the performance and viability of institutional agricultural

credit infrastructures. It welcomed the greater emphasis on linkages between credit,
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input supply, marketing and extension services. It supported the attention to c

insurance, credit guarantee and revolving funds schemes, which were closely
agrieuerEl credit operations.

2.1.6 Altrition

1:13. The Committee agreed that food and nutrition consideiotions should o)ntinue co h?
ricorieD_aLed into strategies for agriculture and developmenc at elJ 1eois anc1

establishing national food policies. It recommeu0ed that a simflar scL,iteij folio
for assessing the nutritional impact of projects the fishery sector. It stressed that
nutrition situation in a country depended critically on an equitable access to food.

The Committee ooncurred with the work undertaken to encourage greater use of minor
and under-exploited food crops by rural and semi-urban populations in order to improve
food supplies, to promote nutritional improvement and mitigate vitemin and mineral
deficiencies. It observed that rapid urbanization created nutritionelly hazardous
situations and supported nutrition policies and programmes required to meet the

situation.

The Committee recogolzed the importance ef ueieg Fety of food
supplies and providing consumer protection. It ee led the role .nificance of
the Joint FAO/WHO Hood Standards Programme and noted the active ineelveoes by a
nietber of governments in support of its activities. It recognized that the llpaet of,

food quality control measures and the application of standards on food supply,. "laecie and

hultan health was far greater than was generally realized.

The Committee recognized the importance of limiting or eliminating contamination
of foods. It weloamed new developments in the use of food irradiation and supported the
transfei of this well established technology to developing countries in order to protect
the health of the local population and to facilitate international trade. Regarding work
on Tilootoxins, it was proposed to strengthen international collaboration, aliso with the
Ctgaeization for Eoonamic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

In line with the related recommendation at its SeveLh Session, the Committee
ehdocsed the reallocation of resources between two sub-programmes to reflect technical
assistance requirements of member countries in nutritJon policy at the country level,
with pT-A7ticular emphasis on urban food systems, nutritional aspects of food security

Ind the formulation of food price policies.

The Committee stressed the importance of troining in all cts of nutrition
eetTylts; including in the analysis of nutritional_ty related dat useful input in
formulating food and agricultural policy. The Oemmittee snpp,rt the establishment of
Iflitkitional data bank and urged that it be maintained and updated on a continuous basis.

,7 Hood and Agricultural Information and Analysis

144, Thr,. Committee noted the importance of oollecting and publishing,
and ce:mprehensive food and agriculture' statistics to supply basic
decision-making and monitoring rural and agricultural development,
security and poverty. It agreed that further impopvements were n:
particularly by strengtheRng the statistical services in deveioplic
suggested that FAO should endeavour to develop a methodology to estim:
of the subsistence sector to food production. The Cemmittee also s;:.ressed the need be
give greater attention to the promotion of stat: "Acs on local crops, Tt reccahJed
that IFAO should continue to provide technic;-. assistance to f,iembet Countries on
integrated food and agricultural statistical s, utilizing the P990 NpLld Census
of Agriculture programmes, and focusing on the role of small farmers,

145. The Committee welcomed the intent to promote and implement the 1996 ml_ld
of Agriculture within the framework of national informaCion sysi-ems for food
agriculture. The Committee also supported the proposal of implementing if00(-:
agricultural surveys within this framework to meet the need for n3tiona3
policy formulation and for monitoring and evaluating agrarian re6orm
development.

timely, reliable
informatioo ;_ cpr

including food
in this field,

.::ountries. It

he contribution
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In particular, the Committee supported the proposals for comprehensive asse6e-mente
of the ifc()d and agricultural situation at regional levels and for improvement oE Eeed,
livestock statistics, price statistics and trade matrices, including analysi5 of trae
flows amongst developing countries, especially within the oontext of ECCC in agriculture,

The Committee agreed with the high priority given by the DirectoT:-Genee
substantial strengthening of the Global Information and Early Warning SysL,1,1 in
In this connection, the Committee welcomed the plans to undertake more intensive
,lioring of crop production and the food supply situation for countries likely Cc

'reed emergencies, to provide technical assistance for establishing and streno
national early warning systems, to improve communications links and reporting netiles
critically affected countries and to improve the estimation of food aid requirements.

2.1.8 Flood and Agricultural Policy

The Committee concurred with the objectives of this Programe in the medium term
and appreciated in particular that tv o of the principal aims of the Director-General's
selected priorities, namely increased food security and the enhancement of Ecoteamic
Cooperation among Developing Countries (ECDC), were well reflected in major activities 0,7
the Progremme.

The Committee supported the proposal to update and refine the data base for
Agriculture TOward 2000 (AT 2000) in the light of the developments since the late 1970s.
Some members observed that in the consideration of long term goals and objectives in the
food and agricultural sector, the time horizon might have to be extended beyond Year
2000, as the end of the decade neared.

The Committee noted that follow-up work to the study on price policies would
continue in support of national policies and inter-country cooperation in the area of
policy formulation and implementation and incentives for food production.

The Committee stressed the importance of expanding cooperation among developing
countries. It supported proposals to review opportunities for ECDC, including problems
of integration groupings and regional cooperation schemes, and to follow-up the technical
consultation on agricultural inputs to be held in June 1985.

152, The Committee supported the medium term objectives regarding commodity policies
and trade including the stabilization of world commodity markets; expansion of
agricoltural trade, particularly the eoff)et earnings of developing countries; and the
prom:Lion of ECCC in trade. It endors,ed the programe of activities to be undertaken in
1986-(;7 towards these goals, through FAO's network of intergovernmental commodity groups;
analysis of developments in agricultural protectionism and its impact; examination of the
scope for developing countries to expanel their export earnings through ECDC in trade; and
assistance to developing countries in the design and implementation of national commodity
pDlicies, It noted with satisfacLion the intention to continue to provide technical
suproet on agricultural commodities to other international organizations notably the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and the General Agreement on
Terift'r, and Trade (GATT), and to extend it to new organizations, such as the

Inteional Jute Organization. Sor a number of agricultural eeodities, it was

st,eeH:.d nat the FAO intergovernmental groups provided the only internaLional fora where
the peobLens cnneerning these cemmodities were Ciscussed by governments and efforts were
made Lo find solutions to them. Also in connection with the ave activities, the

.f.7.te supported the proposal to undertake a major study on ECDC in agriculturalLy trade.

153. As reoards the enhancement of world food security, the Oommittee stressed the
importance o progressive implementation of national, regional and international food
security systems in line with the aims and scope of the broadened concept of world food
security. Tb tts end, the Committee acjreed in particular on the need for assistance to
develooing counti:ies to develop national and regional food security policies and
progres, to enhance food self-reliance, to improve food stocking, to increase levels

of nutrition, and strengthen marketing and distribution systems. The COmmittee fully

suppp'eted the activities on world food security planned for 1986-87, including the

stcengthening of the analytical basis of the work of the Committee on Wbrld Flood Security

(CFS); the workshops on aspects of food security crucial to the needs of developing
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opuntries; and the expansion of the activities of the Flood Security Assistance Scheme,
particularly to oover traditional non-cereal food crops in its policy advisory and
project work.

154. The Committee underlined the need for continued support by ENO for countries to
analyse problems in agricultural and rural development, formulate policies and prepare
and implement plans and projects. This was particularly relevant at a time of economic
uncertainty and financial stringency that demanded rapid adjustments to be made to
development programmes and policies. It therefore supported the proposals made in the
area of agricultural policy analysis and planning assistance including training and
con-mended the continued focus on Africa during the 1986-87 biennium.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION

The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food Security 1/

The Committee oonsidered the document COAG/85/6, "The Pole of Minor Crops in
Nutrition and Faod Security". It reviewed the significance of these crops for nutrition,
food security, rural income and national economies, and discussed measures required to
enhance the importance of minor crops in reducing hunger and malnutrition in the +context
of agricultural and rural development and self-reliance.

The Committee welcomed the increased emphasis placed on minor crops as essential
elements in improving nutrition and food security. The Committee suggested that the
docunent, which provided valuable information and a good focus for agricultural planning,
should be widely distributed, including to FAO field experts.

The Committee noted that "minor" crops was an inappropriate term to qualify foods
which were generally of primary importance in traditional diets, provided a large share
of essential nutrients in the diet, particularly of paor people in developing countries,
and played a major role in subsistence farming. The Committee suggested that a more
appropriate name be found to designate such food crops.

The Committee noted that the nutritional, social and economic and even therapeutic
significance of minor crops had often been underestimated in the past for a number of
reasons. In particular, information was lacking on quantity and varieties produced and
consumed because these crops were often not recorded in the statistics on production and
trade. The Committee stressed the need to fill this information gap, and to assess the
nutritional and socio-economic significance of these crops, notably through food
oonsumption surveys.

The Committee emphasized that the lack of information and of adequate attention to
these crops were particularly detrimental in view of the unique role these foods +could
play in alleviating seasonal food shortages in rural areas and in ensuring food security.
In that respect, the role already played by millets in the arid and semi-arid areas of
Africa was highlighted and trials of adaptations in similar eoozones outside Africa were
mentioned.

The Committee emphasized the famine relief characteristics of roots, tUbers and
drought resistant plant foods. The Committee also noted the sometimes negative
nutritional effects of modern imported foods. In this respect the Cbmmittee noted with
concern that the substitution of traditional roots and tubers by imported cereal products
in the South Pacific Islands had been associated with the emergence of a number of
nutritional diseases.

The Committee stressed the particular importance of products from trees, shrubs,
wild foliage and mushrooms in the oontext of nutrition and food security. Chestnuts had
until recently played an essential role in the nutrition of populations in the
Mediterranean countries and were threatened by destruction by a fungal disease. In other
regions, after a decline, increasing quantities of food were being provided by the date
palm tree. In general, the role of forest products in food consumption, inoome gener-
ation, soil protection and other direct and indirect elements of nutrition and food
security oould not be overemphasized. Other gathered products, which were +commonly
consumed in some areas but had been hardly studied, deserved the same quality of analysis
as the major crops.

The Committee noted that pulses and oilseeds, which had been by-passed by the
Green Revolution, were now receiving increasing attention because of their agricultural
potential and nutrient oontent. This was done by increasing availability of improved
varieties of planting materials, research, input subsidies, price support and marketing
facilities. The Committee emphasized that legumes, vegetables and fruits contributed to
nutrition and food security in several ways. In particular they were often grown and
processed by women. In addition to increasing family food supplies, this enabled the
women to earn more income and enabled them to buy necessities for their children and the
whole family.
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163. The Committee noted with concern the existing constraints on the promotion and
development of minor crops, particularly with regard to improved processing and handling,
marketing and distribution (particularly to the low-inoome consumers) and training and
education. The Committee emphasized that substantial efforts to overcome these
oonstraints were required at all levels.

164. The Committee suggested six broad oamponents for the promotion of minor crops at
the country level:

identification of minor crops with potential to improve nutrition;

identification of policies, programmes and projects to promote minor
crops, including farming systems, home and school gardens and labour-
saving food processing technologies;

review of agricultural research priorities at national level within the
context of food and nutrition strategies;

assessment of the influence of existing policies on the availability and
consumption of these crops and adjustments when necessary;

development of markets and access to markets for small producers;

improvement of the statistical measurement of minor crops.

165. The Committee recognized that institutions such as the International Crops
Research Institute for Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), IITA, and the International Centre of
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) had implemented significant research on roots, tubers and
other minor crops but that on the whole the reorientation of agricultural research
centers towards minor crops had been too recent and boo limited. Results of research
muld induce improvements in the oonsumption of minor crops even in the short term,
thereby limiting the pressure of food imports in urban and also rural areas.

166. The Committee emphasized that simultaneously with the promotion of new research,
the exchange of information and experiences should be stimulated, notably within the
context of South-South Cooperation, among agricultural and technological research
institutions including also research centres specialized in one or more roots, tubers or
other important minor crops.

167. The Committee stressed the need for preparing easily understandable information
material on the importance of production, consumption, marketing and processing of minor
crops for field and village personnel. It recommended the existing mass media be
mobilized to promote the image of minor crops to the public at large, the primary and
secondary schools, extension services and in particular to the various Non-Governmental
Organizations (NG0s). In this connection, the Committee welcomed the preparation of a
manual for field staff on minor plants in arid Africa and of another manual directed at
policy makers. Countries would need to prepare their own teaching materials, adapted to
local oonditions, with the collaboration of social scientists and nutritionists.

168. The Committee stressed that policy measures to promote minor crops should include
the provision of powerful incentives to be effective, including remunerative prices and
credit to the producers who were often small farmers or women, subsidized quality seeds,
fertilizers and pesticides, access to markets and marketing and storage and transport
facilities. Simultaneously, promotional campaigns to the oonsumers were essential. In
this oontext, the Committee noted that strategies to promote minor crops were intimately
linked with anti-poverty and self-reliant development strategies and that, therefore,
minor crop development warranted national and international support.

169. The Committee reoammended that Member Governments should:

(i) assess through appropriate agriculture and oonsumption surveys the
importance of the locally produced traditional crops in the subsistence
sector and their economic and nutritional importance in the context of
the national food supplies.
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take into account the nutritional value of the minor crops and their
cultural place in the community in order to prevent the decline of the
most important traditional crops.

develop appropriate agricultural policies through adequate producer
prices and credit facilities to increase their production, storage and
commercialization.

develop with international research institutions appropriate processing
technologies to obtain from minor crops, convenient foods for the urban
market corresponding to local tastes and preferences so as to decrease
food dependency.

170. The Committee recommended urgent action at national level with the support of FAO
and of bilateral and multilateral cooperation.
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SELECTED DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

Processing of Food and Non-Food Agricultural Products 1/

The Committee considered this item, which had been proposed by the Seventh Session
of COAG, on the basis of document COAG/85/7.

The Committee noted that the scope of the background document was limited to the
presentation of the Agriculture Department's activities in food and non-food agricultural
products processing under the sub-programme 2.1.2.6. Noting that the document did not
deal with another important part of the Department's involvement in agro-industries,
namely dairy and meat industry, sane members stressed that the discussion would have
benefitted from the inclusion of these sectors. Fisheries and forest industries were not
covered as they fell under the responsibilities of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) and
the Committee on Forestry (CORO) respectively. The Committee expressed its appreciation
of the quality of the document and of the concurrent exhibition of FAO's activities in
agro-industrial developments, showing examples of achievements in this field.

The Committee endorsed the importance of the role played by agro-industries in
agricultural and general economic development of countries. It agreed on the importance
of the role of agro-processing in reducing post-harvest losses, especially among
perishable products, in substituting imports and ensuring food security. The important
role of the transnational companies was mentioned both in the marketing and processing of
food and non-food products. The Director-General was asked to consider the possibility
of undertaking a study on this matter taking into account ongoing studies by FAO and
other work of the UN system.

The Committee recognized that agro-industry lacked a clear identity in that it
fell between agriculture and industry. It stressed the importance of relevant government
policies in providing incentives and links between agricultural production, agro-
processing, credit facilities and distribution.

The Committee emphasized that successful establishment of agro-industries required
that full attention be given to the compilation of relevant statistical data; appropriate
infrastructure; availability of sufficient raw material supply; quality standards and
control; socio-econamic impact; manpower availability of appropriate skills in planning,
execution and evaluation of the industry and the respective roles of public and private
sectors. It was also important to select appropriate technologies adapted to the local
situation, and diversification based on market potential. Due consideration should also
be given to the availability and adaptability of credit and banking facitities to the
special needs of agro-industries, particularly smaller enterprises and more specifically
those involving women; the possible labour-displacement effect; the use of agro-
industrial residues; environmental impact, protection measures and costs; and energy
requirement, including the potential for use of renewable energy sources.

The Committee emphasized the importance of cooperatives in assisting small
farmers in agricultural production, processing and distribution of their produce. In
particular, cooperatives and marketing boards were necessary to link producers and
processors; to maintain quality in processing, to stabilize income, reduce price
fluctuations and ensure higher returns to producers.

The Camittee stressed the need for research and development, followed by
dissemination of scientific and technological knowledge through appropriate channels. It
also emphasized the potential for TCDC and ECDC activities in agro-industrial develc )

at regional and sub-regional level.

The Committee emphasized the need to give due consideration to the application of
biotechnology in environmental pollution control and agro-processing, but agreed that
care should be exercised in applying these new techniques.

/ COAG/85/7
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179. The Con. regretted that packaging and packaging materials had not P.,,en
covered in the background document and drew attention to the fact that packaglno
rcl_cds, usually imported by developing countries, could be a major cost component of
lie final product. It recommended that more attention should be accorded to development

pec,aying materials from local resources.

130. The Committee stressed the present importance and future potential of apiculture
for mamy developing countries, and noted the increasing field programme support given to
Member Countries. A proposal to establish an expert panel on apiculture under the
au:-;pces of FAO was supported by many members. Other members, while recognizing the
impectance of apiculture, expressed reservations about the terms of reference of such a
Lianel, their relevance to priorities in FAO's Programme of Wbrk, the financial impli-
cations, and possible duplication with other existing international bodies. The
On4cittee recommended that the Director-General give consideration, in the light of the
allo, to the feasibility and possible modalities and costs of the proposal, as well as
to alternative means of supporting apicultural development.

The Committee emphasized the need for training of local personnel, including
women, in all aspects and at all levels of agro-industrial development.

The Committee commended the activities of the Regional Training Centre on
Sericulture for Asia and the Pacific Region, and recommended that similar training
facilities also be established for Africa.

The Committee noted the importance of the Composite Flour Programme in curtailing
heavy dependency on wheat imports. It recommended that present efforts be pursued and
further collaboration encouraged.

The Committee agreed on the need to give more attention to agro-industrial
eevelopment in Latin America and the Caribbean.

135. Committee noted with satisfaction that close cooperation already existed with
Ti the field of agro-industrial development, and recommended that this collab-

a.e s extended and reinforced with other UN organizations and non-governmental
0,7Ci eions.

In conclusion, the Committee endoLsed the strategies and policies as presented in
.aegent COAG/85/7 and recommended that FAO continue and strengthen its activities in

aeec-incustrial development.

Apric ltural Price Policies 1/

;:bmmittee discussed agricultural price policies on the basis of document
".A.gricultural Price Policies".

188. The Committee agreed that while food and agricultural pricing was an issue of
neirDEN ;Arortance in all countries, considerable diflference of view existed as to what
u . aN.cop).iate objectives, policy instruments eed of applying them effectively.
The Ceit:ee ' .herefore eepe(eciated the decision n{: Lhe Director-General to undertake a

of eelicies ah,A egreed with the specific objectives of the study, as set out
L-tc. _lien to the document.

T11 ,niìLce agrced that the document to be submitted to the 1985 ENO Conference
e 1-Psic ccIe to-all countries, particularly developing countries, in their

of food and agricultural price policies.

19(-', emph,l.zed the importance and complity of agricultural price
LI11(... 2at ad staes of development, both aAd centrally-p]anred
,--(=e-teieee olJjeci7.is, extent and forms of their priee policies dif;:eted, all

in;:erorl in i:_ood and agricultural pricing. Such policies were noL oasy 1:0
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formulate or to apply and experience indicated a number of weaJa, in earlier
policies. This applied particularly to the case of food oommoditis in developing
countries, where there had been an undue bias towards urban populations and against the
interests of producers.

191. The Committee drew attention to a number of issues of primary importance in price
policies:

Multiplicity and ranking of objectives: Price policies typically had a
numbat of objectives, such as the provision of price incentives to
farmers and the protection and support of the farm sector, encouraging
improvements in production methods, price stability, and the prevention
of consumer price increases. The most important of all objectives,
however, was that of ensuring the adequacy of producer incentives.
Producer confidence in price levels and their stability was itself a
strong incentive. Pricing of food at artificially low levels was likely
to be self-defeating in the long run.

Asricultural srice and the econom as a whole: It was essential
that agricultural price policy was formulated and applied with close
attention to the links which prices had with other aspects of economic
policy. Experience had amply demonstrated in both developing and
developed countries that agricultural prices, fiscal policy and the
balance of payments were interdependent. 'libo often, institutional
arrangements for economic policy decisions provided inadequate
representation of agricultural concerns in macro-economic policy
decisions.

Com.lenentarit of srice and othe 'c easures: Price measures had
always to be operated in oonjunct on with other measures in order to be
effective. Infrastructural requirements - investment, technologies,
farmer education - were examples of prerequisites for adequate
production responses to prices. Assured availability of necessary
inputs to production as well as of oonsumption goods was also a strong
production incentive. Marketing was especially important and marketing
margins tended to be hiT 'st notably, in Africa. Parastatal marketing
bodies had led to incraaitaad marketing costs in some instances, although
this result had to be viewed against the situation which would have
prevailed in the ah,3ence of pa.ras'catal operation. In order for the
pricing policies of deveU)Jping oonntries to be effecte and for their
export products to have freer to markets it aaa neces:a»a7 that
all forms of protectionism be reduced and ultimately eliminated,

Crliteria for price suppor levela: The two main determinants c d in
seLting price levels ti,ge;:s were the cost of productioa and
international prices. Fo;:h raised problems, e.g. oost of production
neglected demand influ'ccc:-c and was difficult Lo decermine, while
international prices u3:: aa,,r_en thought not bo Ua representative of
underlying long terffl daland treads and ,,are oJten unstable.
Multiple criteria therl, a appop,'iate basis frA price

1/nich had adso to aaaaaa that produce: prices were in an
aceeptablE, relationship with oonsumer prices and priora of non-
agricultural products,

Input sub:aides: Subsidies '17,o .,'educe the oost to jaaiv-i.a oìf -,,uts to
p-o=d/,otion, sucl, as ZerLi:11r, machinery or j-.;_lia"cion vre
widely 'sed 13.)la as ru alternative Lo higher produaer price
encourage faster adoption of specific inputs. They had the e_17,10:d;,e of
having a lo,:ar i ct on prices of other commodities a,- v-.e.11 as ci Ueing
easier to direc disadvantag:A taumers, areas and t,:uop, Input
suUsidies ()Quid r lead to 1Di:017:Ilea's and were difficult te. iit,ldraw,
In some , they we:: i2educed or limited and
reliance ple.ccd ce. output
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Consumer food pricing: Subsidies on consumer food prices have not always
been targeted in the past to benefit the poorest..pie. Although Asia
had used targeted food schemes more than countries in other regions,
experience in targeting to benefit poorer people was increasing. Flood
aid oould be used to help to finance such price policies.

Re COmmodity prices in countries within the same region
have 0_ en differed widely, encouraging illicit trade and making
national price policies more difficult to iuplement. A close consult-
ation between such countries on their agricultural price policies might
improve the situation. A universally applicable model for regional
cooperation in IT,eicing policies was not easy to devise and implement
because of differences between their input and production oosts,
consumer preferences and traditional diets.

Implementation of price policies: Price policies were not easv to
implement effectively. They were demanding of funds and of trained
personnel. Many variables had to be considered and unwanted side
effects could arise. Timeliness was a major operational requirement.
If policy were to influence the allocation of production resources,
prices had to be announced in advance of farmers' production decisions.
It was usually desirable to limit the coverage of price support measures
to major food staples and export commodities. Accurate and timely
informat ion on price developments and market cee::ations were needed for
effective management.

The Ciittee discussed at length the bearing of external factors, particularly
the influence of the agricultural price and trade policies of develared countries on
world market prices, and the feasibility of effective price policies in developing
countries. The situation was oamplex and different points of view were p.L: forward.

The Committee agreed that national and regional policies of deveJoned countries
had a dominant impact on world agricultural trade. They therefore exercised a decisive
influence on international agricultural prices and on the external framework within which
developing countries had to fonuulate their price policies.

Many members, however, pointed to strongly adverse impacts of certain policies of
developed countries which had led to increased price fluctuations and uncertainties, as
well as to a lowering of world prices of some commodities of se:port interest to
developing countries. They considered that in comparison with de-ieloped countries,
developing countries played a small role in determining international market prices,
which were also subject to manipulation by transnationals.

Some other members, however, considered that any such adverse impacts were
considerably less than had been described and that too little account had been taksn of
eesults bzneicial to some developing countries, includiee i,epiilorcd trade opportunities

Lemè III, the provision of food aid, and assi:e givel to some developi
countries for their agriculture and for their price policie was also pointed out
that developed countries differed considerably as to the eeLent of their influence on
world agricultural trade and prices which, in some instanceei;,aC marginal.

Many reeLers recognized that International Gaumodity P.T:eemeritr eere tf,nt but

stressed th,a7, same of these Agreements were not satisfactory to them.

The Committee noted that updating of the statistical series oi :he provisional

report was under way. It y:equested the Secretariat to keep in 7ind tc the P;:tent

possible within the constraini_ of the time limit the following ::ns foe the

completion of the report:

d er analysis of the bearing of developed onntry rJlicies on

developing country prices and price policy options, diseogrsgating

reTiongst groups of developed countries, including centrally-planned

oountries;
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greater stress on -e ic links of price policy;

further examination of criteria for decisions on price levels including
closer examination of oost of production, international prices and
prices of substitutes;

additional analysis of experience with input subsidies, including their
use for disadvantaged areas;

additional analysis of marketing institutions and margins;

further analysis of income distribution effects of price policies
including their hnpact on small farmers;

additional oonsideration of problems of implementation of price
policies;

more evidence on supply responses to price changes, including an
analysis of the effects of the removal of price distortions.

The Committee also believed that greater use of charts and tables would enhance
the readability of the final report.

The Committee agreed with the work programme of FAO on price policies outlined in
the paper and emphasized the importance of its role in helping countries to hnprove these
policies. It was essential that countries be assisted in hnproving agricultural price
data. The Committee gave particular hnportance to the training role of FAO in price
policy analysis including its macro-economic aspects.

The Committee endorsed the intention of the Director-General to submit the revised
report on agricultural price policies, taking into account its views and suggestions, to
the FAO Conference in November 1985.

International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides 1/

The Committee discussed the item on the basis of document COAG/85/9 "International
Code of Conduct on the Distribtuion and Use of Pesticides" which had been prepared
rollowing a recommendation by the Second Government Consultation on International
Haumonization of Pesticide Registration Requirements held in Rome, 11-15 October 1982,

The Committee recognized that the present version of the Code was the end result
of ,A& and extensive oonsultations with Member Nations, appropriate UN organi,
oth.i: international organizations, non-governmental organizations and the p,t_ciC:
irlusy. The Cbmmittee noted that the final version of the text ihcoLToraCcH(1
17.,:c,m CO members received in respOnse to the circulation of an eaulier

The Cbmmittee expressed its appreciation for the thorough . T7ation of this
:atdocuatent and agreed that it provided a very balanced and c ear presentation of

..);11c) and highi technical subject.

The Commi unaniillously agreed witC Che need for such a Code in view nf
umItinuing and inc:asing use of pesticides essential for agricultural de,,,)w2t
t!1,3 :otential serious risks for human and animal health and their eLcnC. rthts-
viLonment as a result of indiscriminate or uninformed applications or misuse,

The Committee endorsed the basic objectives of the God(.., which were to : 'fY
p,)Lential hazards in the distribution and use of pesticides, to establish stan. s of
z,aduc',7 and to define responsibilities for all those engaged in the regulatini)
distcibution and use of pesticides. Many members felt that the Code coulo

(:»ate provisions for standards of safety in the manufacturing of pesticicHr
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The Committee recognized that the Code, in its pret formulation, was eeir,-e,-
-ir1ecory r)u legally binding. It was a set of provisions and basic pri,teples

eee, oted 1;-,,a sovereign rights of each State to issue its own legion (nd
ceenle'cioes.

Most members, although wishing to see stronger provisions in the Code, agreed the
a realistic and practical approach would be to accept the Code in its present foe,
the spii.it of cooperation and goodwill among all concerned. The draft was a compeeme
text which took into acoount the many and diverse views expressed by Member Governments.

A few members expressed +concern about some of the terminology in the Code, e.g.
"banned", "severely restricted", "risk" and "hazard". It was suggested that the WHO
definition of "risk" and "hazard" should be adopted.

The Committee stressed the importance of adequate training and instruction for
users of pesticides and appreciated that the Code oovered these aspects. The need to
carry out trials with pesticides, under controlled conditions and with adequate safety
measures, in those countries where they were to be used, was emphasized by a number of
members. The importance of biological pest control and integrated pest management was
also noted.

Some members referred to the problems arising from the export of pesticides by
developed countries and expressed concern at the noneinclusion of the "prior consent"
clause in Article 9 on Information Exchange.

Several members emphasized that the Code and the accompanying guidelines provided
a practical framework for the control of pesticides, especially in countries that did not
have adequate registration schemes. Technical assistance would be required to set up
schemes and facilities in same of these countries.

Many members stressed the need for urgency in accepting the Code, it was also
suggested that FAO join the International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS), as its
activities would complement those of the other sponsors.

A number of members emphasized the need to monitor the acceptance of the Code, and
the suggestion was made that, in addition to adoption of the Code, the subject o'1'
monitoring requirements should also be pl n _he aaenda of the 1985 session of
FAO Conference.

The observei. from the Internaton?2, e_oup of Na:Lionel Associations of cjircaLni
Manufacturers (GIFAP) stated that h ergerq7ation supi.e-cLed the Code and would con;Tju

to give high priority to close cooperation with governments in observing the pziaripes
and practices enumerated in the Code.

The Committee complimented FAO for the timely initiative in developing the Cooa,
which would serve the interests of pesticide exporting and importing opuntlies
pasLicide indv.itLy and users, and would lead to safer use of pesticides. V14-03E.

r21:;:e,:1:, the Code was an important first step, open to further improvement.

The Committee agr2ed that endorsement of the Code should not be delayed. T;- e)ut

be a milestone for FA5-II- the Code were put into effect on the occasion of qs Z7uude':;-1

anniversary,
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219, The COmmittee noted that, in accordance with Rule TV of its Rules of Procedure,
the Director-General, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, would prepare a
provisional agenda for its Ninth Session.

The Committee reiterated the recommendation made at its Fifth Session that the
final selection of subjects should take into account the need to ensure a satisfactory
balance between technical and socio-economic areas of work and a reasonable coverage over
time of the various programmes falling within the (competence of the Committee.

The COmmittee confirmed the standing agenda items dealing with the Implementation
of the Programme of Wbrk, the Medium- and Long-Term Outlook for Food and Agriculture
Development and the Summary Programme of Wbrk and Budget.

The Committee recommended that under its standing agenda item Flood and Nutrition
it should discuss the "Bole of Paod Quality and Standards in Paod Security Trade and
Health".

The Oammittee recommended that the following topics be considered for inclusion in
the provisional agenda dealing with selected development problems:

Dryland Farming Systems

The Effect of Tenure and Fragmentation of Farm Holdings on Agricultural
Development

Requirements and Strategies for Improved Production of Raots, TUbers and
Plantains.

A number of members suggested further items for the Agenda: Land Capability and
Population; Agricultural Extension Services (including the role of men); Manpower
Resources and Institution Building; Integration of Agriculture and Borestry in Land Use
Systems; and Settlement Strategies for Pastoralists.

Date and Place of Next Session

In accordance with Rule XXXII-3 GRO and Rule II of its Rule of Procedure the
Committee recommended that its Ninth Session should be held in Rame in March 1987. It
further recommended that the Director-General, in consultation with the Chairman of the
Committee, propase the exact dates and ensure that the Session was scheduled before the
sessions of the Programme and Finance Committee in the spring of 1987 ta enable them to
consider the recommendations of the Committee.
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AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTH SESSION

INTRODUCTION

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairmen

Adoption of the Agenda

REVIEW OF FAO'S PROGRAMME OF WORK IN THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SECTOR

Implementation of the Programme of WOrk 1984-85

Medium- and Long-Term Outlook for Food and Agricultural Development

Summary Programme of Work and Budget 1986-87

FOOD AND NUTRITION

The Role of Minor Crops in Nutrition and Food Security

SELECTED DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS

Processing of Food and Non-Food Agricultural Products

Agricultural Price Policies

International Code of Conduct on the Distribution and Use of Pesticides

OTHER MATTERS

10, Other Business

Date and Place of Next Session

REPORT

Adoption of the Report.
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F.G. "J=OuLIDES

Ambassador, Permanent Representative
of Cyprus to FAO

A2t,1:nate

LL ZANNETIS
Attaché, Pemanent

44esentation of Cyrpus to FAO

C.',!ECHOSLOVAKIA/TCHECOSUQUIE/
:!IECHOSLOVAQUIA

l'-pLessn'cative

C. MACC.0

..ittanent rep,:c,entative of the
Cbechosloqu Socialist Republic to FAO

BnM3,-;PM,C PEoPLF'S REPUBLIC OF KOU'4/
REPUBLIQUE POPULATRE DEMOCRATIQdE Ff CQICED/
flEfUDLICA POPULAR DEMOCRATICA DE COREA

Rep..esentative
LI HYOK CHOL Rome
Counsellor, Deputy Permanent
Representative of the D.P.R. of
Korea to FAO

DEMOCRi,T,c PEOPELS REPU2IJC Kc,RE

REPJBLIE FOPULA1RE JEDO:BATIPOE DR
REPUBIaCA POPULAR DEMOCRAT DE Cro(?,

(contind)

Alternates
YUN SU CHANG Rome
Third Secretary, Permanent
Representation of the D.P.R. of
Korea to FAO
CHYONG YUN HYC7b,
Third Secrct!., Permanent
Representation of the D.P.R. of
Korea to FAO

DENMARK/DANEMARK/DIN7,HCA

Representative
G. NIELSEN Copenhagen
Director, Danish Agricultural
Information Office

Alternates
J. GLISTRUP Rome
Permanent Representative of
Denmark to FAO
V. HJORT Rome
Alternate Permanent Representative
of Denmark to FAO

.AqNICAN REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE
NICAINE/REPUBLICA DOMINICANA

ECUADOR/EQUATEUR

Representative
S. EL-FELALY Ha
Researcher, Soil and Water
Research Institute

C DI MOTIOLA BALESTRA Roma
Embajedor, Representante Permanente
de Costa Rica ante la FAO

Suple Le
Y. GAGO (Sra.) Roma
Ministro Consejero, Representante
Permanente Alternode Costa Rica ante la
FAO

CUBA

Representante
L. ARIZ UTDIM Roma
Embajador, Representante Permanente de
Cuba ante la FAO

Pi, ..MAULGARAT (Sra.) Roma
Segundo Secretario, Representación
Permanente de Cuba ante la FAO
P. REYNALDOS DUEN2C
Tercer Secretar', Representación
Permanente de Cuba ante la FAO

S. CARBALLO VIVES (Sra.) Roma
Agregado Diplamatico, Representación
Permanente de Cuba ante la FAO
M.-J. FEMWDEZ (Sra.) Rama
Agregado Diplamatico, Representación
Permanente de Cuba ante la FAO

CYPRUS/CHYPRE/CHIPRE

Representante
H. MORA Quito
Consejero Comercial, Ministerio de
Industrias, Comercio e Integración

EGYPT/EGYPTE/EGIPTO

Alternate
Y.A. Rome

Counsellor, Al. _ce

'sentative of
Repuc of Egypt to FAO

(

,J,
2,'.,J1 6,1J r_s1,1J1 jf,

CL 87/9 - C4 -

Rome

Rome



EL SALVADOR

Representante
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GUATEMALA (continued)
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Alternate Permanent Representative of the
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Representative
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CL 87/9 - C6 -

Roma

Roma

FAO

Roma

Roma
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Représentant
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Représentant permanent adjoint de la
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la FAO

JAPAN/JAPON

Representative
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Permanent Representative of Japan to FAO

Alternate
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Alternate Permanent Representative of
Japan to FAO

KAJIYA Tokyo
Specialized Agencies Division, United
Nations Bureau, Ministry of Foreign
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H. IWAMOTO Tokyo
International Cooperation Division,
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Adviser
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Director-General, Japan FAO Association

JOREAN/jORDANIE/JORDANIA

Representative
A.A. RAZEG Rome
Second Secretary, Embassy of the
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KENYA/KENIA

Representative
J.K. MUTHAMA Rome
Ambassador, Permanent Representative
of the Republic of Kenya to FAO

Alternates
P.M. AMUKOA Rome
Alternate Permanent Representative of
the Republic of Kenya to FAO
M. MWATHI (Ms.) Rame
First Secretary, Permanent Representatin
of the Republic of Kenya to FAO

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF/COPEE, REPUBLIQUE DE/
COREA, REPUBLICA DE

Representative
KOO-BUM SHIN Rome
Agricultural Attaché, Alternate Permanent
Representative of the Republic of Korea
to FAO

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF/COREE, REPUBLIQUE DE/
COREA, REPUBLICA DE (continued)

Alternate
JOUNG -HO KIM Rome
Alternate Permanent Representative of
the Republic of Korea to FAO

LESOTHO

LIBERIA

Representative
D. BALLAYAN Rome
Agricultural Attaché ,Alternate Permanent
Representative of Liberia to FAO

LIBYA/LIBYE/LIBIA

Representative
B. EL MABROUK SAID Rome
Permanent Representative of the
Socialist People's Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya ',o_
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MADAGASCAR

Représentant
A. ANDRIATSIAFAJATO Rome
Ambassadeur, Représentant Permanent
de Madagascar auprès de la FAO

Suppléant
R. RABE Rome
Représentant Permanent Adjoint de
Madagascar auprès de la FAO

MALAWI

MALAYSIA/MALAISIE/MALASIA

Representative
M. YASIN SALLEH Rome
Assistant Agricultural Attaché,
Alternate Permanent Representative of
Malaysia to FAO

MEXICO/MEXIQUE

Representante
F. CUANALO DE LA CERDA Mexico City
Subsecretario de Agricultura y
Operación, Secretaria de Agricultura
y Recursos Hidráulicos

Suplentes
J.R. LOPEZ PORTILLO ROMANO Roma
Representante Permanente de México
ante la FAO
M. RUIZ ZAPATA (Sra.) Rana

Segundo Secretario, Delegación
Permanente de México ante la FAO
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Director-General, Ministry of
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M. RAVN (Mrs.) Rome
Acting Permanent Representative of
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Representative
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Representante
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Représentant
BENNIS Rome
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Representative
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Permanent Representative of the
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Associate
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Economic Adviser, Ministry of Agriculture
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Adviser
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Official, Royal Tropical Institute
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Representative
P.N. BAIGENT London
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E.M. CRAWSHAW Rome
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P.A. BLANDON Managua
Ministro Adjunto de Cooperación
E:Tterna
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H. M. CARRION Roma
Etbajador de Nicaragua ante la FAO
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NIGER

NIGERIA

Representative
J. LADAN Rome
Permanent Representative of Nigeria
to FAO

Representante
J. GAllO Roma
Embajador del Pert ante la FAO

PHILIPPINES/FILIPINAS

Representative
H.M. CARANDANG Roma
Alternate Permanent Representative
of the Philippines to FAO

Alternate
M.L. GAVIN° (Mrs.) Roma
Agricultural Analyst

POLAND/POLOGNE/POLONIA

Representative
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Senior Specialist, Polish National
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APPENDIX E

STATEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

This is the Eighth Session of this most important Committee. I am glad to note
that it is now attended by 96 Governments as compared with the 64 delegations to the
First Session in 1972.

We would, of course, like it to comprise even more Member Nations, but it is
becoming increasingly difficult for the poorer countries to send delegations of even one
person to technical meetings of this kind.

Your main task is to consider the proposed Summary Programme of WOrk and Budget
for the two major Departments of Agriculture and Economic and Social Policy, including
the relevant activities of the Regional Offices and Joint Divisions.

There are, however, certain other very important items on your agenda, not least
the standing item on Nutrition and the Code of Conduct for Pesticides Use.

Your meeting comes at a time which may prove to be a turning point in world
history. Public attention is focused upon the efforts of the super-powers to stop the
nuclear arms race leading us ever faster into an eventual Armageddon.

At the same time, it has been brought to bear on the desparate situation of most
of Africa in which we can already witness hecatombs, with the dreadful prospect of many
more to follow. Never has the Angel of Death been so abroad in the land.

In the face of the enormous calamity we can see in Africa today, problems such as
debt, inflation, terms of trade, export or production subsidies, seem petty and prosaic.

Yet they are part of the scene of world tension and potential conflict. Moreover,
they are matters which must receive attention as also the subject matters of this
Committee.

The old lesson remains truer than ever: unless more food can be produced by the
poor to feed the poor in the developing world:, drought, famine, refugee movements and
conflicts will turn continents into flames.

In the two years since you have met, the polarisation in the comparative
performance of agriculture in the developed and developing world has increased.

The overall increase in food production by the developing countries of Asia surged
to nearly 10 percent, providing a striking demonstration of how political will, appro-
priate policies and technical inputs reversed a situation that in 1977 was projected as
resulting in a cereal deficit ranging between 16 to 35 million tons by 1985.

On the other hand, in Africa the worst drought of the century brought food
production growth rates down to zero.

Differing rates in population growth widened the gap between these two regions
even more. In Africa, population increased at 2.9 percent annually by mid-1984 compared
to 1.8 percent for Asia.

In North America, agricultural output declined by more than 17 percent in 1983.
But it quickly recovered by 16 percent the following year. In Europe, the EEC is still
struggling with the vexed problems inherent in a reform in their Common Agricultural
Policy.

These widely fluctuating levels of food and agricultural output emerged, in

tandem, with persisting weak demand in international markets.
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As a consequence, overall stocks of food products in 1984 have tended to rise.
Commodity prices, on the other hand, failed to respond to the global recovery, because
the benefits of this have been so uneven. This has eroded the capacity of the poor
countries to pay for their food imports and has rendered them even more dependent on food
aid and more vulnerable to its dangers.

We are thus faced today by the tragic paradox of severe food shortages existing
amidst global abundance. We are witnessing, once again, the pressures to reduce economic
losses by curbing production of food, even at the cost of bankrupting developed farmers,
while elsewhere millions of destitute unable to buy food are facing death by starvation.

Under Agenda Item 3, you will be discussing "Implementation of the Programme of
WOrk and Budget 1984-85". This paper circulated by the Secretariat contains both a
factual presentation of work accomplished and an assessment of the problems.

I would like to limit my comments to the significance of some of the major
accomplishments.

Data flowing from our Global Information and Early Warning System, for example,
enabled me early in 1983 to issue the first alert on the Africa famine - a warning that
went largely unheeded by the international community it must be admitted, until skeletal
faces stared at us from our television screens in the fall of 1984.

This unfortunate fact induces me to insist that at any rate, this part of the UN
system did take note of the situation and did try to mobilise action.

We can build on the achievement of FAO's system to date, by enhancing the system's
capability in assessment of crop and pre-famine conditions and food aid requirements, as
well as rapidly identifying affected populations.

We have produced a preliminary report on price policies. This emphasises the
complexity of the mechanisms and effects of price policies while confirming the simple
point that their effectiveness pivots around the courage and determination governments
bring to their design and implementation. Your discussions should enrich completion of
the study and the eventual Conference deliberations on this issue.

We have completed the study in Trained Manpower Requirements for Africa. The
Fifth Warld Food Survey will be ready, on time, for submission to the Conference.

The study on African manpower requirements provides a foundation for policies in
the training use and deployment of the most valuable of development resources: human
beings. And the Fifth Warld Food Survey - coming as it does after the landmark survey in
1977 - puts into the hands of policy makers a valuable tool for formulating policies for
the rest of the decade.

Turning now to the proposed Summary Programme of WOrk and Budget, the extracts
before you reflect the strategies, priorities and changes I propose in the major
programes as a measured response to the changing problems in the next biennium.

The programes of the Agriculture Department and those of the Economic and Social
Policy Department were both given high priority in the proposed increases in resource
allocation for the next biennium. In selecting priorities for these programme shifts and
programme increases due account was taken of the recommendations received from various
FAO technical bodies, the Regional Conferences, the Council and the Conference.

If the general economic climate were more favourable, I would have considered it
my duty to strengthen even further the technical programes in these Departments in
response to the growing needs of our Member Nations, particularly in the developing
world. The prevailing circumstances of austerity in the national how7vec,
commanded restraint. Nevertheless, I have.again pL-oposed for the ne::c bienniuia a
significant strengthening of the technical prcgcarrEnes, in particular in b. are of
concern to this Committee. I look forward with interest to receiving the o:. 1:°Jot
COAG before placing my proposals before the Programme Committee and the Fi!, -ce
Committee, the Council and ultimately the Conference.
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The programmes for the Agriculture and Economic and Social Policy Departments as
well as our Regional Offices and Joint Divisions in the UN Regional Commission addressthe central issue: how to assist countries more effectively to meet the demand for food
that is not met today and yet could increase by a third over the next decade.

Our development experience indicates that a permanent solution to hunger rests
basically in the future of the rural poor. Agriculture remains basically in the hands of
the snall farmers. Only they can produce the food we need. Adequate food and consequent
political stability will come only when we help the poorest producers acquire effective
access to the factors of production - and a just share in its results.

We also know that hunger and poverty are exacerbated when treated as purely
technical issues without reference to the people caught in a complex web of social and
economic relationships. Hunger and poverty are consequences of the real problem, namely:
the unjust and inefficient economic, social and political structures that distort and
constrain the development process.

The priorities that are expressed in the Programme of Work therefore attempt to
attack these realities of life.

The first step must be to give priority to promotion of food production. We must
enlarge the bread basket.

The major thrust of the Agriculture Department therefore is in food production.
Its programes in natural resources, crops, livestock, research and technology focus on
this objective.

The four main approaches are: (i) assessment, development and management of
natural resources for agricultural production; (ii) promotion of domestic food crop
production on a sustained basis through the transfer of adapted technologies and the
increased availability of essential inputs; (iii) international action in animal health
improvement and improvement of livestock production systems; and (iv) research
development and multidisciplinary technology transfer and application.

We seek a strengthening of the focd information and Early Warning System - a
measure that will win dividends in lives saved.

Our in-depth study on the agricultural problem in Africa will help design policy
frameworks that will encourage farmers to work their way back from the ruins of the
shattered agriculture in that continent to self-reliance.

The Summary Programme of WOrk and Budget also outlines measures to strengthen
FAO's capabilities to assist developing countries to implement structural reforms
required in food and agriculture. It identifies programes of education and extension in
Africa and, equally important, on the role of women in food production and processing.

Our proposed work for the 1990 World Census of Agriculture, improvements of price
statistics and economic accounts for agriculture will provide governments with the
analytical tools they will need for effective work in the 1990's.

Relieving hunger and malnutrition is at the core of FAO's concern. The
consequences of malnutrition - lethargy, apathy, mental impairment and early death - are
well known. But the dame it wreaks on human lives and the economy is no longer seen as
dramatically and clearly as sheer starvation. This is the main reason why nutrition
constitutes a standing item in the COAG Agenda and why the Eighth Session will examine
the role played by what are misleadingly called "minor crops" in nutrition and food
security. The fact is these crops provide a significant portion of the essential
nutrients for the diet, specially for the poorest groups. They contribute to the
stability of food supplies at the most critical level: the household.

Furthermore, there is increasing recognition that they provide a food cushion in
ecological locations unfavourable to other crops. And economists are beginning to
reassess the contribution such crops provide to household incomes, as they pave the way
for producers to proceed from subsistence into the cash economy.
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I now turn to Agenda Item 9: "International Code of Conduct on the Distribution
and Use of Pesticides".

Generally, the comments of governments and international organizations have
indicated strong support for this Code. The response of the pesticides industry to
recent discussions and revisions has been encouraging.

This is not a perfect draft. It represents the first but significant step, by the
international community, toward effective use of these valuable agricultural inputs,
while safeguarding those who use them.

Undoubtedly, the Code can be improved. I look forward to your constructive
reactions, on the basis of which we can bring forward a generally acceptable draft for
adoption by the Conference.

In concluding, I am aware of our shared concern: how poverty inexorably strips
from so many men, women and children the gift of life in a world where wealth has
increased but remains unevenly shared to an extent that transcends economic and political
theories.

This Committee can provide not only direction and guidance on measures to reduce
hunger, but also a moral influence to redress the balance between the comfort of the rich
and the survival of the poor.

This is not an ideological issue but a human one. As a poet once wrote, "We are
all strangers and pilgrims here on earth. If then we can, each of us, make for the other
a space of warmth and confort, is that so little a thing?".

Thank you.








