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Average annual change in forest cover (1980-90)
Percentage

annual changeAround the world, forests are a vital source 
of income, employment, food, shelter, envi-
ronmental protection and other benefits. In 
many areas the rate of deforestation has 
reached a worrying pace. Improved manage-
ment of forests needs to emphasize sustainable 
forest use. 
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Source: FAO
The designations employed and the presentation of material in 
this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on 
the part of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authori-
ties, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.



