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In 2000, Gulf states led by Saudi Arabia
imposed a ban on the import of livestock 
from Somalia to prevent the spread 
of Rift Valley fever.
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These information graphics were 
developed to convey Somalia’s livestock 
data drawn from different sources. More
infographics can be downloaded from 
www.faosomalia.org. Published May 2014 

2Somalia is 

in global 
sheep exports. 

Somalia’s traditional livestock sector is 
based on nomadic pastoralism with a
 growing private sector-led export industry. 
The Horn of Africa nation comes second 
in global sheep exports after Australia. 
Its livestock sector dominates the economy,  
creating about 60 per cent of Somalia’s job 
opportunities and generating about 80 
per cent of foreign currency earnings.

In 2009, Saudi Arabia lifted a 9-year ban on the 
import of livestock from Somalia.  This meant 
that Somalis could start profiting from 
increased  demand for livestock during the 
Eid al-Aladha festival when Muslims
traditionally sacrifice an animal.

     Livestock Export Trends since 1999

70%

Source: USAID Somaliland Livestock  2013 

households 

Training of 
animal health 
 workers 

community 

Livestock export promotion 

Expansion of livestock infrastructure 

Livestock 

2014

Milk hygiene 
campaigns 

Laboratory  
diagnosis 

Source: Chatham House 2010.

SOAP JEWELRY

Source: Australian Farm Institute 2010.

Over 70% of all Somali livestock is exported 
to Saudi Arabia ahead of Hajj and Eid-Aladha, 
Ramadan and Eid-Alfitri festivals in the Muslim
 calendar making it a distinct and highly profitable
 market for Somalis. 


