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CONCLUSION

This text has set out to provide an overview of the legal issues relevant to
animal welfare for animals used in food production, and to outline the
essential elements of comprehensive animal welfare legislation. Throughout
the text the discussion has offered a variety of legislative approaches from
different national contexts, set against the backdrop of international
recommendations on animal welfare science and regulation.

The OIE's formal recognition of the scientific connection between animal
welfare and animal health, and the resulting development of the international
recommendations set out in the OIE Code, provide strong evidence of the
growing consensus on the importance of animal welfare standards. If and
when the WTO directly addresses the question of animal welfare under
international trade law, the OIE recommendations on animal welfare may
well become binding on WTO members. This suggests that countries that
are members of the OIE, members of the WTO or engaged in international
trade in animal-based or animal-derived food products have increasing
incentives to begin national discussions on drafting and enforcing legislation
capturing animal welfare principles.

There is some scientific evidence that compliance with animal welfare
standards strengthens both the health of farm animal populations (including
their resistance to disease outbreaks) and the quality of animal food
products. Animal welfare science identifies a number of common areas of
synergy between animal welfare, animal health and productivity (Fraser e al,
2009). Regardless of the ethical concerns, many countries may choose to
enact and enforce animal welfare legislation in the interest of increasing
production and trade in animal-based foods for both international and
domestic markets.

Although animal welfare is increasingly the subject of more comprehensive
regulation around the world, it remains a work in progress. Most detailed
legislation has been passed by European countries and countries aiming to
increase international trade in animal food products, while many other
countries have left the subject unregulated or regulated only in the most
minimal way. The decision to regulate animal welfare must be balanced
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against other government policies and with a realistic perspective of local
capacities and abilities to comply with legislative requirements. Depending
on the national context, the essential elements of animal welfare legislation
outlined in this text may well need to be modified, implemented
incrementally or supplemented with economic incentives or voluntary
schemes. The answer for each country will depend on local politics, priorities
and resources, and legislation should be developed with these clearly in view.



VI
REFERENCES

Broom, D. 2001. Does Present Legisiation Help Animal Welfare?, available at
www.agriculture.de.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency. Animal Welfare in Canada, available at
www.inspection.gc.ca.

Caponera, D.A. 1992. Principles of water law and administration: National
and International. Rotterdam, The Netherlands, AA Balkema.

Commission of the European Communities (European Commission).
2009. Options for animal welfare labelling and the establishment of a European Network
of Reference Centres for the protection and welfare of animals.

Commission of the European Communities (European Commission).
2008. EU Rural Development Policy 2007 — 2013, available at ec.ecuropa.eu.

DEFRA (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs),
United Kingdom. 2009. Animal Welfare: Research and Development Programme,
available at www.defra.gov.uk.

Delgado, C. 2003. Rising Consumption of Meat and Milk in Developing
Countries has Created a New Food Revolution. Washington, DC,
International Food Policy Research Institute.

FAO. 2009. Capacity Building to Implement Good Animal Welfare
Practices. Part 4.1. Rome (also available at www.fao.org).

FAO. 2003. Good Agricultural Practices, available at www.fao.org.

FAO. 2002. Law and Sustainable Development since Rio. Ch. 2, Part 3.2.1.
FAO Legislative Study No. 73. Rome (also available at www.fao.org).

Farmm Animal Welfare Council. 2009. Fwe Freedoms, available at
www.fawc.org.uk.



86 Legislative and regulatory options for animal welfare

Fraser, D., Kharb, R.M., McCrindle, C.M.E., Mench, J., Paranhos da
Costa, M.J.R., Promchan, K., Song, W., Sundrum, A., Thornber, P. &
Whittington, P. 2009. Capacity Building to Implement Good Animal Welfare
Practices: Report of the FAO Expert Meeting. FAO.

Fraser, D. 2008. Understanding Animal Welfare: The Science in its Cultural
Context. Oxford, Wiley-Blackwell.

Fraser, D. 2006. Animal welfare assurance programs in_food production: A framewortk
Jfor assessing the options. Animal Welfare 15: 93—104, available at www.fao.org.

Fraser, D. 2005. Animal welfare and the intensification of animal
production: An alternative interpretation. FAO, Rome (also available at
www.fa0.01g).

Greig, D. 1976. International law (204 ed.). London, Butterworths.

Harper, G. & Henson, S. 2001. Consumer Concerns about Animal Welfare and
the Impact on Food Choice, EU FAIR CT98-3678, available at ec.europa.eu.

Haupt, C. 2008. Agsessing the German Constitution's Animal Protection Clanse,
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Law and Society Association,
Montreal, Quebec, 29 May 2008.

The Independent. 2009. End "cruel’ religions slaughter, say scientists, available at
www.independent.co.uk.

Institute for Development Policy and Management, University of
Manchester. 2008. Evalnacion de Impactos de Sustenabilidad (E1S) de los Aspectos
Comerciales del Acuerdo de Associacion en Curso de Negociacion entre la Comunidad
Eurgpea y el MERCOSUR, available at www.sia-trade.org,

International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD).
2009. Canada Lannches WIO Complaint over EU Seal Ban. Bridges Weekly
Trade News Digest 13:38.

Israel Ministry of the Environment. Animal Welfare Trustees,
www.sviva.gov.il.



Legislative and regulatory options for animal welfare 87

Janis, M. 2003. An introduction to international law (4% ed.). New York,
Aspen Publishers.

Liphshiz, C. 2009. Haaretz. EU backs legalizing kosher slaughter, despite
activists' protest, available at www.haaretz.com.

Mitchell, L. 2000. The Economics of Animal Welfare Issues. Agricultural Policy
Reform — The Road Ahead, AER 802:58.

OIE. 2009. Members of the OIE Working Group on Animal Welfare
2007/2008, available at www.oie.int.

OIE. 2008. Regional Animal Welfare Strategy: Asia, the Far East and Oceania,
available at www.rr-asia.ole.int.

Prunier, A., Bonneau, M. & von Borell, E.H., et 2/ 20006. A review of the
welfare consequences of surgical castration in piglets and the evaluation of
non-surgical methods. Animal Welfare 20006, 15: 277-289.

Rahman, S.A., Walker, L. & Ricketts, W. 2005. Global perspectives on animal
welfare: Asia, the Far East and Oceania. Revue Scientifique et Technique de
'Office International des Epizooties 24, 597-612.

Thiermann, A.B. & Babcock, S. 2005. Animal welfare and international trade.
Revue Scientifique et Technique de I'Office International des Epizooties 24,
747-755.

Welfare Quality. 2009. Aims and objectives Welfare Quality project, available at
www.welfarequality.net.

World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA). 2007. UDAW —
Proposed Route to the United Nations, available at www.udaw.org.

World Trade Organization (WTO), Committee on Agriculture. 2000.
Eunropean Commmunities proposal, Animal Welfare and Trade in Agricnlture, available
at ec.europa.cu.

WTO. 2008. Understanding the WO, available at www.wto.org.



88 Legislative and regulatory options for animal welfare

LEGISLATIVE INSTRUMENTS
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minimum standards for the protection of calves [Official Journal L 340
of 11.12.1991].

Council Directive 91/630/EEC of 19 November 1991 laying down
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