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REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES

INTRODUCTION

1o  The Committeé on Fisheries (COFI) held its Third Session from 24 - 30 April 1968
at FAO Headquarters; Rome, Italy. The Session was attended by the reprasentatives of
33 nations, wembeérs of the Committes; 22 observer nations; and 13 international
organizations, A list of participants is given in Appendix A to this Report.,

2o The representatives were welcomed in an opening address by the Director-(eneral,
Mr, A.H, Boerma, whose remarks are reproduced am Appendix B fo this Report.

3. Before the Commitiee considered its Agenda, Rear-Admiral W. Langeraar, Chairman
of the Inter-Governmental Oceanographic Commission, a% the invitation of the Directore
General; deliversd an address, The text of this address is reproduced separately as
Appendix ¥ to this Report. .

4o The Committee adopted the Agends shown in Appendix C %o this Report; the docu-
ments which were before the Commititee are listed in Appendix D to this Reportd,

5, The Committee elscted D¢, Babacar Diop (Senegal) as Chairman, Mr. Klsus Sunnanac
(Worwey) as First Vice-Chairmsn, end the representatives of Chile, India, Japan and
the UsS.A. as further Vice-Chairmen.

6, The Committee placed on record its view that this election estsblished no pre-
cedent as regards the selection and ¢the elsction of its officers,

CONSTITUTIONAL ﬁATTERS CONSIDERED BY THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE FAO CONFERENCE

(8) Membership in the Commitiee on Fisheries

Te The Committee reviewed the system of balleting for the election of members of
the Committee on Fisheries, adoptsd by the Conference at its Fourteenth Session in

. Resolution 15/67, but came {0 the conclumion that it was too early to assess its
merits since it has been used on one occaziocn only.

"8, The Committee also noted without comment the actions taken by the Conference at
i%s PFourteenth Session regarding participetion by non-members of the Orgenization in
subsidiary bodies of the Committee (Resolution 17/67).

(b) Amendment to Rules of Frocedure of the Committee and to statutes of iis
gubsidiary bodies

(i) Rules of Procedure of the Committee on Fisheries

9 The Committee took note of Resolution 13/67 which was passed by the Confersnce
&t its Fourteenth Session and accordingly amended Rule II«§ of ite Rules of Procedure

t0 read: :

"5, Each Member Natiom of the Committee may appoint alternates
gnd advisors to its representative on the Committee",

(ii) Statutes of COFI subsidiary bodiss: number and length of sessions

106 At the invitation of the Conference in Resolution 21/67, the Commitiee decided to
amend the Statutes of its Sub-Committse on the Development of Cooperation with Inter-
national Organizations concerned with Fisheries and those of itz Sub-Committee on



Fishery Education and Training by the addition of the following paragraph to each of
these Statutes:

L7/ lMeetings

The Sub-Committee shall mormally bold such meetings in each
biepnium as are listed in the Program of Work for the relevant
period, subject, however, to the authoriiy of the Director-
Geoneral 4o meke exceptions when in his view such action is
necessary for the fulfillment of the Program of Work as approved
by the Conference; such ezceptions being reporited to the Session
of the Council immedistely following such action®,

(¢) Fonctions of the Commitiee on Fisheries

11. The Committee, having taken note of paragraphs 333 and 645 of the Report of the
Fourteenth Session of the FAO Conference regarding the relationship betweea the work
of the Committee on Fisheries and that of the Technical Committee on Fisheries of the
Conference, decided that at this stage the Committee on Fisheries need not take action
or comment.

(d) Seca—area fishery commissions

12 The Committee heard a report from the Secretariat that the amendment %o Article
VI of the Constitution of the Organization, which i% had discussed at its Second
Session and transmitied to the Council, had mot received the requisite majority for
adoption by the Conference at its Fourteenth Session. The Committee decided to sed
aside further consideration of the amendment, but recognizing, as it had at its Second
Session, the urgent need to prevent the over-exploitation of fisheries in areas not now
adequately served by regional bodies, but in which the fishery resources are important,
and to assure the maintenance of these resources,; as well as to prevent the danger, in
some instances, that resources might be depleted sven before developing nations in the
ares were able %o achieve the technical competence to use the resources at their doors;
the Committee in order to facilitate, within the framework of FAQ; cooperation among
nations with regard to fisheries, decided, et the suggestion of several delegations,

%0 vefer the problem %o its Sub~Commitice on the Development of Cocperation with Inter-
national Organisations concerned with Fisheries for further examinatiom and for a re-
port to the Fourth Session of the Committee,

GENERAL PROBLEMS OF IBTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN FISHERIES

(a) International progrems of merine and inland investigation
and development and support for regional fishery bodies

13, The Committee noted that the independent imternational bodies which were com-
posed very largely of Member Nations with well established fishing industries had al-
ready noteworthy achievements, especially in the coordination of national programs of
research and inm the common basic approach to problems of management; but the fishery
bodies established under the aegis of FAO were, in contrast, composed very largely of
developing nations whome circumstances were quite different, and whose contributions
to those bodies had of necessity been limited. These latter bodies depsnded on FAO
for secretariet and finsncial support, but the liwited means available under the regu~
lar budget of FAO were becoming less and less adequate to the needs of a growing number
of bodies with increaping responsibilities. So far PAO support bhad not been supple~
mented by contributions from the Member Nations of these bodies,

14, The Commitiee also noted that a suggestion that recourse should be had %o international
funding bodies, particularly the UNDP, for support of appropriate activities under the



aegis of regional bodies had been accepted in various quarters,

15, The FAD Conference at its Fourteenth Session recognised that the Organization's
Regular Program funds were not intended for the active promotion, planuing aud execuiion
of cooperative programeg by their Members and it; therefore, helieved that the various
multi=-laieral funding egencies, including UNDP, should svpport research and development
activities sponsored by regiomal fishery bodies and dirscted towards inocreased exploita-
tion of resources of fish and their more efficient wtilization and effective management,
The Conference accordingly recommended that the Commitiee on Fisheries underiake a more
detailed study with & view to formulating recommendations iz this regard,

16, The Coumititee, after discussion, agreed io request the Director-feneral 403

(a) arrange for discussions with the UNDP, with national bilateral aid
agencies mnd with other appropriate sgencies with a view to develop-
ing procsdures for the financial support of activities under the
aegis of regicaal fishery bodies, including examination of the possi~
bility of utilizing bilateral aid by developed countries as counter-
rart contributions on behalf of developing countries to mulvilaterally
supporied activitiss under the aecgis of regional fishery bhodiess
and to

(b) invite the vegional fishery bodies, estsblished within the framework
of FAO, to formulate specific proposals’ for support by mulii-lateral
funding agencies including the UNDP; and

(e) to refer to the ACMRR any problems concerning the relevant merits and
prioritien of sclentific problems which may bs identified during the
course of thess various consulitations and discussions,

1Te The Committes also referred the matter to ites Sub~Commitiese on Developuent of
Cooperation with International Organizations concerned with Fisheries for more detailed
coasideration which, depending on timing, should include consideration of the rasulis
of the Dirsctor-Ceneral's discussion with the UNDP and other project supporting bodies,
and alse the views of the vregional fishery hodies concerned, The Sub-Commitites should
identify the procedural ov administrative difficulties presented by the intermational
funding bodies. concerned, the difficuliies confronting the regional fisbery bodies in
pursuing their proposals, and aeny further action the Commitise on Fisheries might teke.

18, Reference was also made in the debate to the procedural and adminietrative pro=
cesses and the time factor, as they apply to regional field projects; decentralination
of decision making to project managers; identification of counterpart staff in good
time; end recognition of effective national research programws &s couwnierpart eifford

in kind in regional projects, It was also siressed that proposals for suppert of
activities under the aogle of regional fishery bodies should be complementery to,
rather then competitive with, those for new national projecis,

(b)_Lon tarm_problems of cooperation among internationsl agencies concernsd

with the oceans (UN Romglution 21135 ~ Regources of the Sea
19, The Committes heard & report from Dr. A.W.H, Needler (Canada) whom the Commitiee
had nominated to the Uroup of Experts on Marine Science and Technology assisting the
Secretary-Qeneral of the United Nations in the implementation of General Assembly resc-
lution 2172, Dr, Needler briefly reviewed the history of iths discussions loading o

the formulation of ths "Draft proposals relating 1o operative paragraph 3 of General
Assembly Resolution 2172 (XXI)" which were before the Committeo.

20, The Committee was unanimous in congratulating the authors of %he draft proposals
which it considered as a suitable basis for the disquasion.to be held in the Geuneral



Azsembly of the United Wations and forx decisions to be taken there and slsewhere,

While members were not able to comment on certain pointes of detail or %o express defiw
nite views regarding the ilmportant financial implications of the proposals, the Commife
tee supporited the proposals in principle as providing a satisfactory approach to closer
collaboration and comsulitation which was universally desired without calling Ffor the
creation of any entirely new organiszation.

21, The Commitiee noted alse that the propossls would be discussed in & number of
other imnternational fora, in which the representatives of mauny of the same MNember Na-
tiong might well be drawn from diifferent mational minisiries or agencies, It was,
therefore, of great importance that when MHember Nations expressed their pointz of view
in these dilfferent fora, thelr views should first be coordinated and harmoniged ai
nztional level,

22, In considering Section I of the proposals, the Commitiee firsmi of sll relterated
the importance of knowledge of the merine environment for the rational development of
the world®s fisheries; 1t conmidered that studies of physical ocesnography and of the
bagie produstivity of the oceans were of great practical value, The world®m fisheries
were s%ill expanding rapidly, but a3 the limits of the poteniial production of conven-
tional types of fish wero being more olosely approached, couprshensive, prompt and
accurate information on the general savironment was necessary if full asxploltation was
gventually to be achieved,

23 The Commitiee welcomed the proposal that the base of the I0C should be broadened;
and seversl representatives particulerly supporied the suggestlion that the 100, through
apprepriste modification of its statutes, ' should obtaln z joint secretariet, provided
by UNESCO, FAO, HMO and other agencises concerned who would participate squidebly in the
orgenizsation of the Commission’s work. The Commitiee agreed that this would opem the.
possibiiity for an expanded program of international cooperation for a betiter undersgtand-
ing of the mavine environment through science whioch would be formulated and coordineted
by much & broadened I0C, and wouvld he of material value %o FAC in discharging its compre-
hensive responsibility for fisheries which would remain unaffected, Participation by
FAG in the expanded program and in the support for I0C would im turn substantially
stvengithen the latter,

24, The Committee welcomed in principle Sectionm II of the proposals, im particular
that the General Assembly might eell upon Hember States %o increase their gupport for
international cooperation im the exploitation and development of living marine resources,
with emphasin on the work of reglional and other specialized fishery bodies; and that
the Joperal Assembly might draw to the attention of international funding organizations
the need for assisting developing countries +io participate more fully inm such work,

The Committes noted with sstisfaction the vecognition given in this Section to its own
role and that of FAO in the improvement of international collaboration inm relation to
Tishery development and conmervaiion, for which there was still considerable further
BCOP8.

25, The Commitites Lelt that Section ILI of the proposals dealing with marine mineral
regources lay outside its terma of reference.

26, The Commititee endorsed the approach inm Section IV om pollution of the sea ~ o
gubject with which it was dealing seperately under another item of ite agonda; aud
recommended that the %itle and scopa of Section V, which it also welcomed, should be
expanded $o include education snd training in mavine technology, as well as in sclence.
The Commities attached pariicular luwporitance to the arrangements propesed for education
ard training.

27, Hoting certein suggestions which had beon made to the Secretary-(eneral for con-
gideration inm connection with the drafiing of an introductory section to the propgsaisg
the Committes welcomed the ides of summariszing there the several problems pertaining to
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marine science and its applications which bad bhasn oxemplified iy the Report on Inters
national Ovean Affairs prepared by & joint ACMRR/SGDR/HMO(AG) workivg group, but folt
thet o quotation from the preface to the same report might lead Yo misundersiaanding,
and should preferably bo omitied from the Secretavy-General'u toxt,

PROBLENS AND ACTIVITIES OF INVTERVATIONAL FISHERY BODIRS HSTABLISHED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORE
OF FAO

28, The Commities briofly veviowed the astivitiom of the six regional fishery bhodiap
establishod within the framework of FAQ, namel -~ the WAD Fighery Uommitiee for tho Baonte
aern Gentral Atlentic, thoe Indien Ocean Fishery Commigmioa, who Indo-Puacific Finhoriew
Couneil, tho General Fighories Cowncil for the Meditesranogn, the Hogional Pishory Mdvi.
sory Commipslon for the South~West Atlantic (CARPAS) ond the Fuwopesn Inlond Fishories
Advigory Comminsion, The Lirgt two of those bodies hod beon outeblished on the veooms
mendation of the Comuittec on Fishevios einoce it bad looh wed, wnd thely #irst woosions
wore schedulod during the prepent FAO bionulwi.

29, Cooperation botueen FAO and ICES in convening w Joint ACHMER/ICES Working Ponty

on ‘the Fighery Resowurcen of the Scutheast and Bestorn Genitral ddlantic and in conducte
ing an ICES/FAO Symposium on the [iving Resources of the African Contlinental Shelf, ot
tracted favourable comment, both as exzamples of intor-agoncy cooperation and as means
for agsembling and svalusiing the scientific data pertaining o the problems of the
Fishery Commivtee for the Dastern Central Atlantvic, snd the vesearch and managoment pe-
guirements in the Sontheast Atlantic (seo paragraphs 32-35),

30, In discuseing the possibility of overlap of funciion beiween the Indo-Pacific
Fisheries Council and the Indian Ocean Iishery Commission, tho Committee noted iis deci-
plon taken at its Second Session that & single Pishery body For the Indien Ocean wase
noeded, The Cowmlttes alpo noted that ares and subject reaponsibilities of the IPPC,
a8 set out im the Article XIV Comveniion under which it was established, vere not very
specific, The desireble adjustment of its activiities wight be made merely by adopting
a resolution, rather than by ameadment of its Conmtitwution, The Committee, therefovs,
requonted the Direcior-Gensrgl $o nrge boih bodies 4o examing theiw ierms of referencs
end 80 %o sdjust their progreams as to minimize duplication of sotiviities,

31, There wan some discudsion on ihe interpretation of Aviicle 4 of the statutes of

the Indian Ocean Fishery Commissiou; ‘the Commitiee %eook the view that the Commission
could establish such subgidiary bodies ap i+t deems necogssry for the accomplisbment of
ite tewk, snd that this genaval power vam in no way liwited by a second clavse which
read "end in particular to deal with speciml problems avising in sub-divisious in its
aree of compatencd...”. In other werds the Commission; im the opinion of the Commities,
would be free, if it so decided, t0 establish subsidiary bodies with terms of referonce
covering any sub-divislons of tshe IOFC area, compotent fo deal with mll the fishery prob-
lema of such sub-divisions,

OTRER URGENT PROBLEMS OF RATIONAL UTILIZATION OF FISHERY RESOURCES

(w) Seutheast Atlantic (Draft Convention)

32, The Committoo hoad before 1t o dvaft for o Uonvenition on the Conperveiion of the
Living Roesouyses of ihe Sovthoast Atlantic, ubich wes peopored by thoe Secretariast on
the poquout of %he Comuitteo end ondorsed by the UGownedl et ivo Forty-Bighih Soosiow,
Thiv dyrafs hod boon digteibuted to dnterowtod wmombew nodions for cowment, wwud sussawlod
ef commenty go Far recoilved vere plpced befoyo the Gowmadtiew,

33, The Commitics alwe hed aveiloble o pummery Popory of the wocontd wosvion of 4ho
ACHRR/ICES Wowking Party on the Piskery Resouscos of the Howvern Uonival aud Southwest

Yoo



Aslentic, This was held to be a most useful statement on the study of the major
Gemersal stock of hake and the major pelagic stocks of the area under review, Although
there is need for an improvement in catch statistics, the dats on hake had been suffi-
gient for The HWorking Party to e able to make a positive pronouncement about the state
of ths stocks, namely thet "further increases in fishing effort will give mo appreciable
zustaineble increase in total catch". MNoreover, as a first step fo rational management,
the Working Pavty suggested the immediate adoption of & minimum mesh sigze of 110 mm and
had welcomed the unilateral action of Spain in iatroducing this minimum mesh sige for
Spanish traviers, This mesh sige would result in little if any immediate loss of valu-
able fish, snd would result in some increase in the sustained yield from the present
effort, 1% waw pointed out that the need for management action is already urgent, es~
pecially ag ¢ven the statemsnt by the Joint Working Party related to the sitvation s it
was in 1966 (the date of the latest detailed statietics available) and since then the
fishing effort haw continued its rapid rise at the rate of 20-30 percent annually.

34, The pelagic stocks also are already heavily fished, and there is evidence of a
gpecies change in ocatches parallel 4o that which has ocourred in other regions and is
aswociated with sirong, and perhaps excessive, effects of fishing upon the stocks,

354 The Committee went on to discuss a pomEsible timetable for further action towarde-
the cowvening o a Conference of Plenipotentiaries for the purpose of discuegsing, amend-
ing a8 nocessary, and adopting a Convention. Some representatives felt that further
preparatory worlk through the medium of a working party and further circulations of drafis
would be nseful. The Commitiee decided, hovwever, to recommend to the Director-Ceneral
that all further comments should be circulated and & revised draf{ be prepared by the .
Secretariat and circulated well in advance of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries, which
should be orgenized in two consecutive phases, During the first phase a full techbnical
examination of the drait convention would be carried out, seeking a consensus as far as
poszible and ldentifying the area whore there were fundamental differences of viewpoint.
The Conference in its second phase would then, in plenipotentiary session, take the deci=-
gions on the fimal wording of the convention and adopt an agreed version.

(b) Southwest Atlantic

36, The Committee noted that the FAO Conference at its Fourteenth Session had accepted

in principle o proposal by ithe Delegation of Argentina fo convens a Conference of Nations
interested in the high~szeas fisheries of the Southwest Atlantic during the current biennium,
subject to the availabllity of funds. The Conference had also requested the Mrector-
Gensral to consult with the Government of Argentina and other nations concerned, and begin
appropriate sction. The Divector-General had therefors invited members of the South-West
Atlantic Regional Fisheries Advisory Commission (CARPAS), in the first instance, to express
thelir views, Although only one official reply hed been received so fap (from Uruguay N
the representative of Avgeantina was able to confirm that his Government waz satisfied with
the course of action proposed by the Director-General and that the third member of CARPAS
aed also informelly indiceted agreement.

37s  The Committes recognized the problems of the Tisheries of the Southwest Atlantic

a® being uwrgent in character and recommended to the Director~Uensral that a scientific
gvaluation of the situation of the siocks of the ares as @& whole should be undertaken,
baped on exiating sclentific date. This might best be arranged by establishing a joint
w rking party of scientific oxperis under CARPAS and ACMRR. The Committee recognized
:08 this request had budgetary implications in the present biemniuwm and expressged the
nepe that the Divector-Usmeral would, inm view of the urgenoy of the matiter and its inter-
eat to o lergo group of countries,; find it possible to make avallable the necessary funds
within sie cpproved budget.

38, The Commitise reqguesnied the Direcior~Ueneral to prepare, in the light of the scien~
tifie eveluation o be made, a draft convention providing for a fishery body for the

Southwest Atloniic of o typs similar to that proposed for the Southeast Atlantic, and to



circulate the draft for comment to all nations concerned, The Committes folt that the
possibility of establishing a working party on the Southwest Atlantic %o review the draft
convention might be loft open for the time being, it being recognized that & Conference’
of Plenipotentiaries similar to that proposed for the Southeast Atlantio might bae found
more expeditious and practical. The Committee decided to keep this matter on its Agenda
for its Fouwrth Session, which might then be in a position to decide whether to recommend
that FAO convene & Conference of FPlenipotentiaries late in 1969, provided funds could be
identified by the Director-~General for this purpose,

(c) Atlantic tuna

39, The Committee took note of the fact that there had been, to date, ratification or
deposition of insiruments of adherence from four nations of the International Convention
for the Comservation of Atlantic Tunas: namély, U.S5.A., Japan, Chana and South Africe.
The Convention would come into effect upon the deposit with the Director—(ensral of in-.
gtruments of ratification, approval or adherence by seven governments,

40, Several Hembers indicated that their preparations towards ratification or adherenca
were in an advanced stage and the Committee, therefore, locked forward to the eniry imto
force of the Convention in the near future and urged oiher interested Member Nations
which had not already become parties to the Convention to take the necessary steps as
gsoon a8 possible, R '

" 41, The Committes noted that the Director-Ceneral in the meantime was preparing to

set up o small ad hoc group of experts under the FAQ Expert Panel for the Facilitation

of Tuna Research in order to ussemble the existing scientific data and analyses relating

to the Atlantic tuna stocks so as to give the International Commission for the Conservation
of Atlantic Tunas a good start when it came into being, This desmirable action would mot,
of course, set any precedent regarding the ways by which the International Commiwmmion,

when ‘it came into being, would obtazin necessary scientific advice, Similer oconsidera-
tione applied to soientific work being undertaken by FAO in preparation for the establish-
ment of other international fishery commitices,

42,  The Commititee noted that the group was not apecifically mentioned in the schedule
of meetings approved by the Conference, but hoped nevertheless that it could be convened,
preferably through some compsnsatory adjusiment in the schedule, The Commitiee was
informed that the membership of the proposed group wouwld be developed by the Direcior-
General in consultation with the Chairman of the FAQ Expert Pansel for the Facilitation
of Tuna Reasareh taking account of the expertise available im several countries,

(d) Other arcas and stocks

43, The Committee took note of recent actions and msituvations regarding certain other
areas and stocks, namely whales, tunas, trawl-fisheries (especially those carried out by
long-range fleets), and shrimp.

44. The Committee noted and welcomed the continued close collaboration between the FAQ
Depariment of Fishericesz, the Bureau of International Whaling Statistics, amnd the Inter=
national Whaling Commission on the scientific appraisal of the state of ssverzl stocks of

whales,

45, The Committes noted that increasingly mobile fleets engaged in tuna f{ishing ox in
trawling when faced with falling cateb rates or with restrictions on fishing in one region
could readily move to en entirely different part of the world at comparatively short notice,
Problems of rational utilization in different areas were thus becoming interrselated,

46, The Coumittee considered that problems regarding the rational utilization of stocks
of fiah whether rslating to scientific study or to action should in the firsi instance bhe
dealt with by regional fishery bodies which alresady exist or were being established and



wiich sheounld concert their situdies and actions wvhen two or more of thewm were affected,
Pha Commiittee folt that more information was needed or the probable interaction between
regulatory actions taken by different regional bodies,

AT he Sub-Committee on the Development of Cocperation with International Orgaviza-
vions concerned with Fisheries should follow developments in this regard as part of iis
contintal review of the offectiveness of regional srrangemenis for the rational utiliza-
tion of resources,

48, Hrile the Commititea did not favor any substantial expansion of the work of the
Deparinent of Pishories rolating to global ptudies of fisherios which supply o worlde
wide warket, it agreed that attention should be given %o specific problems, especially
those for which there is ot present no reglonal body supporiing effective studies,

In pordicnlay tho Commitiee noted the recent visit of two ptel? members Yo the Gulf
bordorad by Iran, Ivag, Kewait, Saudli Arebie, Babrein, Qatar and the Trucial Btates,
and looked forward to the early completion of thelr »aeport, which would be circulated
40 intoregted Member WNetione and mads evailable %o the IOFC,

49,  Pho Committee decided to keep the whole matter uwnder rveview aud on its Agenda
for the Fourith Session,

GENERAL TRENDS AND ORCGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF FAO IN THE FIZLD
OF FISHERIES DURING 1970/71 AND SUBSEQUENTLY

50, The Commltitee recalled that at the time the Depariment was created dominant feg-
tures of the world fishery situation were their rapid development, increasing mobility

of highly efficient fishing fleets and growing pressure on the fish resources which threat-
ened to lead to & leveling off of catches and increasing waste of fishing eoffori, The
Committee was emphatically of ihe opinion that thess tendencies were becoming even more
egecentuated at the present time, and thaet & situation of urgency, perhaps of crisis would
develop over the next twe decades; while there would remain the urgent need for a sirong
figheries indusiry o hkelp meet world food needs for protein. The capacity of the world's
‘merine fishery reosources 40 provide sustainable yields of fish and shellfish of familiar
forms was now estimated to he only somewhere between two and foupr times the present

catch, Thus the room for oxpansion of catches of fish ete., of sizes st present uti-~
lized by men wawm rapidly narrowing and there would arise the need for substential adjust-
ments involving uee of some smaller species, more effective managemen® of the "convention-
21 ptocks, increases in efficiency of fish finding and caetching means, protection of the
anvivonment to ensure continued basic productivity, and perheps intervention increasingly
%o cultivate the resources, As far a8 marine resources were concerned internstional
action wee implied in the very mature of these adjusimentis in the utilization of common

FOB0UTGO8,

59 The Committee, therefors, regarded it as ite duty agasinei thio background to empha-
size that thevre continued 0 be an urgent need for strong and continually growing support
for the fishery activities of PAO; regret was expreesed thai it had not been possible to
mainteln the rate of growth of the Depariment of Fisheries ithat had been envisaged et the
timo of its inception by the Confeorence at its Thirteenth Session, snd apprehension as %o
$he future conseguences of thic limitation of the capacity of the Deopariment to take the
actions proposed by ¢he Commities in relation to many specifio and immediate problems.
Phe Commitiee roiterated that fisheries had o number of very speciel, even unique charac-
torioticny most of them were international since, although the fishing offort was opsen-
$lally notionel, mony of the reogources wore of common property and the oocean environment
o o whole hed & moblle cheyanoter; woxcovor, tho extont and siate of mest of the resources
could only be ssoopped through international sotions involving all vy mout interested
countrios, Hout of the seientific, and many of the cconomic, sociological, technical,
adninigtretive and logel matters velating %o fishorles hed %o be considored in inter
national Powe, fhese considerations had lod the Confarence 4o accord o speclal siatus



for fisheries in the Orgapization by establishing the Department of Fisheriesm, and it
appearsd to the Commities that there was even more rsason now than hefore Fov continue
ing to sirengthen ithe fishery activities of FAQ, which had, as pointed out at the bime
the establishment of the Commitiee was being proposed, Ffallen wery much bebind the needs
in past years,

52, The Committee had before it tentative proposals for the development of programs
and structure of the Deparitment of Fisheries in 1970/71@ These proposals did not pre-
suppose any specific determination of the level of the budget for the Orgenizetion as &
whole or the share that would be allocvated to the Department of Pisheries, Horeover,
the ad hoc Committee on Organisation had not completed its tasks. The Commithee,
thersfore, counsldered it opporitune ito comment om the intermal siructure, and slso as
regards the orgenigation of the supervision and administration of {the fisld prograus.
The Commities, therefore, addressed itself mainly to these two problems, noting that

the fundamental chenges for field work at FAO Headguarters foreshadowed by the Director-
General could affect the workload and gtruciture of the Department of Figheries.

53 The Commities weB in agresment that even groater emphasis should be placed on the
development of the fighery imdustries, particularly in developing couniries, and, oub-
ject to further examination at its next Session of tha deteiled proposaels, endovsed in
principle the three=divisional sitructure proposed which would redisiribuite responnibile
ity for the work of the Department among & Fishery Remsources Division; = Fishery ¥conomics
and Institutions Division, and @ Fishery Industry Division, The Commities rocognised
that o number of fiolds of activities in all three divisions would nesd substential
etrengthening but that the establishment of a third divisiom per s¢ would inwolve only
the addition of one professional post, namely that of Director, A three=-division
gtructurs would regroup functione and the corresponding branches and other sub~divieions
30 as %o facilitateo meeting the exzpected workloads arising from the demands and tosks
being made on the Depariment as & consequence of the world fishery siitunation.

54, ‘There was, inm particular, urgent nesd in the developing countries m0 %o equip them-
gelves = with respeoct to facilities, men and ships, and technical and scientific knoyl-
gdge - that they could enter high-seas fisheries, develop mew typss of enterprise, sud
gustain theiyr positions im those indvstries once they bad entered them. This pro=
supposad technical assistance at 2 high level of technical expertise, the avallebility

of development funds and guidance for their effective invesiment. Thim in turn
guired the support of the Department of Fisheries at a high level of vechnlical compes
tenceg, It wag in this context, therefore, that the Commities affirmed that a sitvong
centraliged organisation within the Depariment of Fisheries which would suppord
Department's field programs through effective implementation of the reguler program,
as well as by direct and mpecific servicing, was essential,

58 In the light of its limlted present knowledge of the framework for the evenitual
reorganization of FAO as a whole, the Committee endorsed the proposels for centralizing
within the Depariment of Fisheries the funciions of supervising and operating the Field
programs in the Office of the Assistant Director-Ceperal, it being undersiocod that this
Office wounld hava close links with the divisions of the Depariment, drawing uvpon tha
seientific and technical staff am required in support of the field prograws.

56, The Committee, agreed that the propossle baefore it were generally im balance, end
gave appropriate emphasis %o subjects which the Committee had at sarlior sessionsmngled
out as degerving particular attention,

57 The Commiitiee decided 4o place the further consideration of FAU's programs in the
field of fisherigs on the agenda of itz next mession, sco that it mighit have an oppor tu-
nity of re-~examining the Director-General's proposals for the work of FAOQ in the field
of fisheries during ?970/7%9 when they had assumed more definition.
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OUHER MATTERS DISCUSSED BY THE FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE FAO CONFERENCE
AND BY THE COMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AT ITS SECOND SESSION

(a) futurs of World Fisheries Abstracts

58, The Committee reviewed the proposel for changing the World Fisheries Abstracis
from sn wbsiracting medium to & review journal, which had been referred to it by the
Fourteenth Session of the Clonfereénce, It noted the advance in coverage of various
areag of subject maiter which had {taken place since the Abatracts hed been initiated in
1950, In the aquatic sciences the main needs were being met by sxisting services,
including thoge provided by FAQ, Fishing vessels were now well documented in oommer~
cial publications; fishing gear rather less so and somewhat scattered, but review arti-
vles would merve this subject better; the same applied to fish processing technology.
While coverage of fighery economics was also scattered specialists were keeping abreast
of i%, but there was need for reviews in this subject, particularly for the bensfit of
adminisiration, The Committes accordingly endorsed the proposal to replace World
Fisherios Abstracis by a quarterly journsl containing primarily technical review arti-
eles with the main empbasis on recent advances in fish utilization technology and fish-
ing gear technology, but including also some broad review articles om world fishery
development or fishery problems of an international nature,

(b) Verious gspecys of appraisal and management of fishery rescurces

(i) Horid Fishery Congress

59, The Committes had before it an analysis of the objectives of & possible World
Fishory Congress, together with a draft provisional agends and suggestions om tinming and
means of financing it. This material bad been assembled by the Secretariat at the
request of the Committee during its Second Seseion. '

60. Opinion in the Committee, after a lengthy discussion, was fairly sharply divided
botueen those who saw clear advantages in holding the World Fishery Congress or a World
Technical Conferenceé on Fisheries, to follow the Second World Foed Congress, and those
-who still feolt wnconvinced that such a Conference would be useful at thies time in propor~
tion %o the effort and funds invested in i, On the one bhand, some representatives were
impressced by the advaniages of holding a multi-disciplinary conference where the inter-
play of ideaw would be atimuwlating and fructifying; while others felt that s continuwation
of the PAD pories of world congresses on more specific fields of work might prove more
generally useful,

61, In the end; the Committee decided to defer making & definite recommendation and to
refer consideration of this proposal to its Sub-Committes omn the Development of
Cooperation with Intermational Organigzations concerned with Fisheries, for s clearer
dofinition of the issues involved and for a further elaboration of the draft provisional

‘agenda,

62, It wae understoed that the cost of the Conference would have to be met from exira-
budgetary sources which would also need to finance extra temporary staff and other sup~
porting wmervices to brimg the workload on the Department of Fisheries within its abasorp-

tive capacity.

(#i) Appraisal and management of fishery resources

63, The Committee wae informed about work undertaken under the Indicative World Plen
(IHP) on marine resources evaluation, the present mtatus of which could be briefly sum-
marised oy follows: In many areas no great increase in yield from the preferred stocks
could be expeoted, but there exisied lightly exploited stocks of fish similar to those
heavily exploited elsewhere, the potentiasl of which, however, was probably lees than

those of the over-exploited stocks. There wae also & very large unexploited potential
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of small fish and other types of resource much ap Antarctic keill; small oveawic fish,
oceanic squid, eic, The potential of under—cxploited stocks of familisr form was probe-
ably of the order of amegniitude of 100 to 200 million tons, pevhaps nearer the lower limit
¢f this range; the potentisl Ifrom krill might be 50 million tons, and of other types some
hundreds of millions, but any realization of these would depend on the developmeni of quite
new typeg of fisheries and.new producis. The Commities requested +that this evaluaition
work, especially im thoe IUF vontext, should continue, Az to the concvept of the mansgement
of fishery resources the Representative of Japan indicated that his Goverument maintesined
+he pogition which it had declared 4o Commission I of the Fouriteenth Session of the Confere
BN03,

64, The Commities moted that techniceal stafl of the Jepartment of Fisheries were cooper-
ating with various internatiomal bodies, for ozample the Initernstional Coumission for ilhe
Yorthwest Atlantic Fisgheriewm snd the Ianjernsiional Whaling Commission and believed that
this was beneficial %o @ll parties concermed and should continue.

(¢) Harino Pollution

65, The Commitites noted verious actions being teken with respect to this subject by
the Depariment of Fisheries in association with UNESCO and INCO and other intergoverumental
as well ae intornatlonal organiszations concerned with fisheries, warine science, end mari-
time affairs, Perbeps the mest lmmediztely important of these was the suggestion origi-
naiing in the ACC Sub-Committes on Marine Sciguce and its Applications for the establishe
ment of o Joint Group of LExports on the Scientific and Related Injer-disciplinary Aspecis
of Marine Pollution. The Committee expressed its interest im this proposal and, for ite
part, supported it, especlally as 1% might be expected to replece more than one existing
group and thus not only slmplify internetional arrangemenis in this field but improve
their efficiency and economy. The Commities siressed that the specifis responsibilities
of TAEA, INCO and othor bodics should be left for thome bodiem Yo dimcharge, bubt that the
propoeed Joint Group of BHzperits and the inter-locking system of commitiecs and secretariats
ghould sitrive {o ensure full and closer cooperation in this matter by these bodien and co-
ordinated actlons by their wember nations,

66, It was noted alsoe that UN inter-sgency coordination at secretariat level would be
ensured on the marine glds throusgh the ACC Sub-Commititee om Maring Science and its Appli-
cations, and for inland water matiers by the ACU Sub-Committee on Weiler Hesources Develop-
ment; the common problems being resolved through appropriate action of the ACC as neces-

288Xy

(d4) Expert advice to I'A0 im the field of fisheries

67, The Committas briefly reviewed the arvangemenis for obisining expert advice lm the
field of figheries from the ACHRR, the FAO Expert Panel for the Facilitation of Tuna He-
search, the Continuing Working Pariy om Fishery Statistics inm the North Atlantioc Avea,
the FAO Panel of Experis on Figh Utiliszation and gd hoc groups,

68, The Committes, in ondoreing the work of ACHMRR and the Tuns Fanel, siressed ithe impor-
tance of mainteining flexibility in the operation of these bodies, pariiculaerly ip socuring,
in agroement with Member Nations, tho collaboration of individual experts in theiv personal
capacitien; these arrangements chould be scheduled well ia advaunce in order jo facilitaie
the participation of the experts and their rolease by Hember Naitions,

69, The Committee also approved the proposed program of work of the reconstiiuted FA0
Panel of Fishery BExperts on Fish Utilization.

TG, The Commitise noted the recommendetion of the FAO Conference at iis Fovricenth Sog-
gion for the eoteblishment of o stending edvisory group on inland fisheries and hopsd

shat offeot could eventually be given to this recommendaiieon. In the meanwhile it eon-
dorsod the proposel %o vonvens an 2d hoo Advisory Croup on Inland Fiph Culture and Related
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Figlde to meet during the current biennium,

110 The Committee invited the Department to consider the possible need for arrangements
for obtaining advice in the fields of industry and fishing fechnology.

T2, The Committee was informed that the Continuing Working Party on Fishery Statistics
in the North Atlantic Area (CWP) as well as ICES and ICNAF who participated with FAO in
the CHWP, had suggested certain changes im its composition and its title,

13, The Commitiee accordingly decided to recommend to the Council to teke steps %o have
the statutes of CWP amepded so that it would be composed of experts of whom FAO, ICKNAF and
ICES would each appoint up to four, each organization following its own constitutlional
procedures;

(1) its title would henceforth be "Coordinating Working Pariy on Atlantic
Fishery Statistics"; and

(2) it would be made clear that as far as FAO was concerned the CWP was
established as a joint working party of expertz under paragraph 2 of
Article VI of the Constitution and that the Director-General would
continue %o appoint to it individuals in their personal capacity to
participate on behalf of FAO,

74. The Committee, moting the usefulness of the work of the CWP, further recommended

that FAO should continue to provide the secretariat services of the CWP, to be responsible
for publishing reports of annual asessions of the CWP, and for sharing the cost of statisti~
_cal forms, as in the past, with ICNAF and ICES, "

156 In recommending the new title of this body, the Committee noted that the statistical
procedures and concepts developed in the North Atlantic area were valuable in relation fo
other areas in the Atlantic Ocean, and that opporturity should be faken, whenever it arose,
t¢ apply these procedures and concepts in other parts of this Ocean,

(e) World Weather Watch forecast of requirements for fisheries

76, The Committee noted that following the discussion at its Second Session, the Direc-
tor-Gensral had asked Member Fations for their views on needed forecasts for fishery pur-
poses as outcoms of the World Westher Watch. A number of nations had responded with ad-
ditional suggestions regarding inter alia fishermen's charts (as recommended by ACMRR),
additions to the proposed list of forecast products, and the desirability of further devel-
opment of short term weather forscaste and of obtaining bottom temperature as well as sur-
face temperature data. The Representative of the World Meteorological Organization asked
if the comments of the Committee could be transmitted %o his Organigation in time for con=-
sideration at the WMO Commission for Maritime Meteorology (CMM) session in August this
Jear. )

77. The Committes noted the comments which had been received from Member Nations and
requested the Director-General to transmit these, in suitable form, to HWMO,

78, The Committee further noted that the TOC had sestablished & new project which was
complementary in the oceanographic sphere to WWW in the meteorological sphere, namely ths
International Global Ocean Station System (IGOSS)o The Committee hoped that suitable
collaboration might be worked out beiween these two projects through appropriate inter-
Agency arrangemenis,
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ESTABLISHMENT AND ACTIVITIES OF SUB-COMMITTEES, SUBSIDIARY
HORKING PARTIES OR STUDY GROUPS UNDER RULE XXX-10

(a) Sub-Committes on the Development of Cooperation with
International Organizations concerined with Fisheries

9. The Committee heard a brief verbal report on ths work of the Sub-Commitiee Tfrom
its Chairmen, Hr. J. Labarthe Correa (Peru), and agreed that the work of this Sub-
Committee was valuable and that it should continue.

80, The Committee felt that the Sub~Commitiee should be strengthened in the field of
inland fisheries and particularly with respect 1o problems in Africa and accordingly
decided to amend the list of members of the Sub-Committee contaimed in its statutes
(Resolution No., COFI/1/1) by adding Chad and Uganda, The Representative of Uganda,
having no mandate Yo accept, advised that he would report this action to his GQovernment.

81, The Committee took note of a draft provisional agenda for the forthcoming Second
Seszion of the Sub~Committee, and suggzested the deletion of two sub-items, The Commi 4~
tee recoghiszed; however, that the final determination of its agenda should be laft to
the Sub-Committes iiself, in the light of the further deliberations of the Commitiee,

(b) Sub-Committee on Fishery Education and Training

82, The Commitiee emphasized the importance of education and training at all levels in
the field of fisheries, and fook note of the current activities of the Department of
Fisheries in this matter. The Committee urged the Department of Fisheries to give a

very high priority to the continuation of the development of its mctivities in this field,
especially the preparations for the First Session of its Sub-Committee on Fishery

Education and Training., The Committee considersd that the several items suggested for
possible inclusion in the agenda for the Sub-Committee might be recast to develop mors
definitely those terms of reference of the Sub-Committee which relate to the identifiocation
of needs for education and {raining and of manpowsr forecasts, The Committee emphasiged
that due consideration should be given to training on ths indusirial and technological side,
including fishermen and engineers, as well as for scisntists; +the Committee alsec stressed
that many nations needed systems for more generalized training for fishery and extension
officers and other nop-epecialists in the field of fisheries,

83, The Commit{a@ noted that the I0C had established a Working Growp omn Training and
Education in Cceancgraphy and hoped that olose cooperation would be developsd betwsen
ite own Sub-Committee and the I0C Working Uroup.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION

84, The Committee, in conformity with Rule XXX-4 and 5 of ths General Rules of the
Organization and Rule II~-1 of ite Rules of Procedure, decided to hold its Fourth Sesaion
in Rome about April 1969. In accordance with Rule XXXIV-3(b) of the Gensral Rules of
the Organization, the Committee left the precise timing to the Director-Genseral in con-
sultation with the Cheirman, and suggested that the Session should last about one waek,

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

85, The Representative of the United States of America informed the Committee of a
message by the President of his country proposing an International Decade of Ocean
Exploration and gave o gonsral description of its concepts and of the fields which ware

t0 be coverad, The Committee expressed warm interest in the proposal and congratulated
the United States of Americas on having put it forward, It decided to request the Director-



Gerdgrel to obtaln full information regarding the proposals and plece 1% before the
Sub-Conmitice on the Development of Cooperation with International Organisations cone
cerned vith Fisherler, Tor fupther siudy so that the Committee itself eonld give 1%
full cousideradtion at its Fourik Seswion, The Commitise aloo suggested that the
Director—lGeperal obitain the views of ACHMER en relevant aspeciu of the proposal. The
Comnitiee vas informed that the I0U Buresu and Consultative Coumeil had placed this
matier on the agonda of it%w Eighth Session o take place im June 1968,

86, The observars of the following international bodies madeo glatements to the Com~
Ritiee on various itews of the Agenda: INCO, UNESCO, WMO, CPPH, ICES, I0C ond NEAFC.

87, The Commities having no further buminess fto fransact adopted Lis report.

HATIERS REQUIRIHG THER ATTENTICHN OF THE FAO COUNCIL
88, The Following matiers specifically require the attention of the Cowmnoils

o) Hatters of pubstance opes which Council action is roeguired

(1) Awendment %o Rule IL-5 of the Commitiee's Rules of Froosduve (para. 9).
Thiz needs %o be confirmed by the Couuelil,

(i) Recommendation to the Council that the Siaitutes of the Continuing
Working Party on Fishery Statistics in the North Atlantic Avea (CHWP)
ho amonded aw to lite composition, title and ro-defiaition of 4%& atetusg
ander Article TI-2 of the Comstitution (paras. T2~75).

b) Subjects upon which some diseuesion im the Council wight provide useful

guidance for furthey consideration by the (ommitieg

{1) The Committee’s roview of the prosent mym%mm of ballovting for iho
a eleetion of members of the Committec on Fisheries (para. 7);

(i3) The Committos's decision ¥hat it neod not at this plage take notion or
commans on the relatlonship between ite own work end that of the Tech-
aical Coumities on Fisherics of the Comferemce (para. 11);

{1i1) Tho Commitiee's vious om the draft proposals releting o operative para=
greph 3 of General Assembly Resolutiom 2172 (XXI) om the resources of
tha sag, ospecially ithe proposal that the baso of the I00 chould be
broadensd ond that 14 should obtain & Joint secretariot provided by
UHESCO, PAQ, WO and other agencleos cvoncerneds; +the proposal tbat the
Genoral Assombly might call wpon neomber atates 4o increase thelr supe
port for. isternaiioncl cooperation in the expleitation snd development
of living marine rosowrces; <that it might drav %o the aidention of
international fuading orgapigations the noed for nesisting developing
sountirics %o pavriticipate more fully in the relovant work of regional
and other opacialiped fishery Vodies; and propesalo on pellution of
the sea and on oducation and training (pavas. 19=-27);

(iv)} The Committee’s views ou (ke general trends .and orgrsinotion of tho
vork of FAQ im tho fleold of Fichevies durlng 1970/71 =nd subsaquently
(porase 50-57)¢

(v)

( lf\?m Do

o Gomnittos’o vliows on the fuitwroe of Yoxld Vishories Abgirasto

583
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(vi) fThe Commities's views on Marine Pellution and the proposal for the
. establishment of & Joint Group of Experts (para. 65).

(vii) The Committee's ondorsement of the propesal to convene au ad hoo
Advisory Group on Inlsnd Fish Culture and Related Fields during the
current bienmium (para. 70).

89, Items (b) (iii) (iv) and (v) above will be taken into account by the Director-
Gene7al when formulating his proposals for the regular Program of Work and Budgot for
1970/71, '






APPENDIX A

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

MEMBER NATIONS

Argenting

CORDINI, Dr. J. M.

Dirsotor Ueneral de Pesca y
Conservacidn de la Fauna

Secretaria de Agricultura y Ganaderis

Passo Colén '

Buenog Alres

TURAZZINI, R. J.

Primer Seorstario

Representante Permansnte Suplente
de Argentina ante la FAQ :

Embajada de la Repdblioca Argentina

Piazza dell'Esquilino 2

00185 Rome

Ausiralis

SETTER, €. Q.

Assistant Secretary
Department of Primary Indusiry
Canberra -

BOLDUAN, R. C.
Agriocultural Attaché
Australian Enbassy
Via Sallustiana 26
00187 Rome

Cameroon

Canada‘

NEEDLER, Dr, A W K.
Deputy Minister of Fisheries
Depariment of Fisheries
Ottawa 8, Ontario

SPRULES, Dr. W. M.

Direcior of International Fisheries
Department of Fisheries

Ottawa, Ontario

FREYSENG, P. Ao

FAQ Lislson Officer
Embasgsy of Canada
Yia G. B. de'Rossi 27
00161 Rome

Geylon

CRUSE, S.

Coungellor

Embassy of Ceylon

Via Qiuseppe Cuboni 6-8
00197 Rome

Chad

MIELOT, J.

Cthef du Service des P8ches

Service des Eaux ot Fordts,
Pdches et Chasses

B. P« 447

Fort Lamy



thile

BORIES, 4.
Director NHacional

Ing¥ituto de Fomento Pesqueroc
Pedro VTaldivie 2633

Santiago de Chile

Gosta Rica

DI NOTTOLA BALESTRA, Excmo. Sr. faxlos
Hopresontanis Permanente de
Coste Rica ante. la FAOQ
Wignibn Permanente do Coste Rice
ante ia PAQ
Via Vittorio Veneto 56
00187 Rona

DI SUKI, G.

Repregentanie Permanente Altermo
do Costa Riocs mate le FAO

Kisibn Permanente ds Costa Rica
ante la FAO

Tia Vittorio Veneto 56

00167 Boma

Donmark

SCHOUBIE, G.

Aspistant Hend of Depariment
Hiniotry of Figheries
Copenhagen

France
ZEGDLY

POUYA, Jo

Diresoteur des Plches meritimes

Secrdtariat génbral de la Marine marchande
3 Pluce do Fomtenoy

Parin Te

HORBAUE, €.

ddministratour oivil su Secrétariad
général de la Harine marchande

Direotion des Péches maritimes

3 Place do Fontenoy

Paria e

LACGARDE, Dre Bo Ao
Adninistrateur en chof de
I'Insoription meritime
Seordtariat général do la Marinoe marchande
3 Place de Fontenoy
Paris Te

18

DELAILS, M.

Chef du Service d'Ocbanographie

0ffice de la Recherche scientifigque et
technigue d'Outre-Her (ORSTOM)

24 rue Bayard

Paris 8e

Germany, Federal Republie

HESECK, Dr. G, _
Director of Fisheriocs
Federal Hinistry of Food,

Agriculture aund Forestiry
53 Bonn

MOCKLINGHOFP, G.
Reglerungsdirektor
Poderal Hinlstry of Food,

Agriculture and Forestry
53 Bounn

Indie

ROSE, G.

Joint Seoretary
Hinistry of Agriculture
Hew Delhi

Andonesis

ZACHHAN, ¥,

Director-Qensral of HExploitation
of Haritime Resources

Department of Haritime Affaira

Djakarte

SOESANTO, V.

Senior 0fficer, IFisheries
Deopartnment of Haritime Affairs
Djakarta

dran

AHMADI, Ao Ao

Undor-Beorstary of Hatural Remources
Hinistry of Hatural Resources
Teheran



Italy

VITELLLI, Dott. ¥.

Dirvettore Generale

Direzions Generale della Pomcs larittime
Hiniptere dells Harine Mercantile

Viale Agis

EUR, 00144 Rome

MEGLIO, Dott. .

Direttors

Divisione Politica dolly Pevew
Hinistero della Herina MNergantile
Viale Asia

EUR, 00144 Roma

OLIVA, Dotis Ao

Consiglisra

Diresione Generale dolls Posee Harititina
Minisdero delle Marina Merocantile

Viale Asie

EUR, 00144 Roma

CAPODILUPO, Dott. B

Diresione (enarale dolle Pomca Haritéiuwa
Hinistero della Harime Nercantile

Yiale Asig

EOR, 00144 Rome

HMATTA, Dotte ¥.

Esperto Oopo

Laboratoric Cenirnlo do Idrobiologia
Piazzo Borghewe 91

00186 Roma

PARELLA, Dott. B,

Baperte aggiunte

Laboratoric Centrals de ldroblologin
Pilesza Borghese 91

00186 Roma

DIAMANTINI, Brunella

Comitato Nasionale dolle Ricerche (CNR)
Riporse Marino ¢ del Fowndo Naerine

Yia Cornelic Colmo 7

00161 Roma

SALERNI, Dotte de

Igpettore Cenerale Veterlnarie
Diresione Oenerale Sorvisl Vetorinapl
Hinigtero dolla Sanitd
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APPENDIX 3B

ADDRESS BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL

My, Chairmen, Dismtinguished Delegates,

It gives me great pleagure to welcome the members of the Committes on IMisheries at
the opening of its Third Session at the FAO Headquarters in Rome.

This iz the first opportuniity I heve hed of meeting this Commnitiee as Director-
General. For some Delegantes also this is & first attendance.

I extend & cordial welcome also to Momber Wations of the Organizatiom and of the UN
who are present as observers. I also welcome the represemtatives of the Secretary-(General
of the United Nations and from our sister Agencies of the United Nations femily, and also
those who are here from other international organizations concerned with fisheriesg. I
wish to address & speclal word of welcome to Admiral Lengeraar, Hydrographer of the Royal
Wetherlands Navy and Chairmen of the Intergovermmental Oceenographic Commission. I have
invited Admiral Langeraar to deliver & keynote address which you will hear later thip morme
ing.

It gives me particular pleasure, my dear Admiral, %o welcome such & distinguished
countryman o FAO, and I hope that your stay im Rome will be & happy one.

The happy precedent which we are following teday waes established at esrlier sessions
of this Committee, each of which hag been sddressedly s man of eminence who spoke in a
pergsonal capaclity on & subjeot of general interest to the Gommittes,

Mr. Chairmen, the Commitiee will bave to consider important matters within its prinecipal
torms of reference, namely international collasboration in fisheries, and will alsc have
o review the work of 1AO in that same field.

During my long essociation with FAO I have been aware of the rapid developwent of the
world's fisheries. Since asswming duly as Director-General of this Organization I have
become more keenly aware of the international problems and the need for international col-

laboration which are particularly relevant to the development of rational use of the resources
of the world's oceans and fresh waters, The recent resolution of the UN General Assembly

on marine resouwrces and, on the geabed have once more directed attention to these problems.

I have followsd the course of the Secretary-General's enquiries with close personal interest,
since I am convinced of the necessity of devising effective machinery for inter-govermmental
‘consultation and action in these matters. To my mind, thess are not erid discussions con-
cerning buraauvcratic processes, but are pert of @ lively and topiocal debate on how best to
develop the resources of the eceans, It iz quite clear that for this pwrpese special machi-
nery must be introduced and perfected because of the common property nature of mosit of the
gea resources. Their oxploration, which also calls for close intermational cooperation, ism
in the eerly steges of poientific investigation. There is need for funds and for effori on
an entirely new ac&le if maximum benefits are to be derived from the wealth available from
the living resources of the mearly three-quarters of the earth's surface covered by the

peaz and by inlend waters. Within this global approach thers are of course regional and
national interesis, where distinct research and development actions will be nesded for

each of the major ocesns of the world, in which a2ll users and research interests should

play their part.

I would like to expand & lit¢tle on the dirsction which the Secretary-General eppears
%0 be teking in these matters, om the advice of his OGroup of Experts on Marine Secience and
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Technology. You nominated to this Group your Chairmen, Dr. A.W.H. Needler of Canada,
and the FAO nominee was Mr. F.E. Popper, your Secretary. An expanded program ol scienti-
fic investigetion of the marine environwent is visualized ag & Yagis for the exploitation
and development, on the ome hand of the living marine resources and, on the other, of the
marine mineral resources. This expanded program would need to be wndertaken by an interw
governmental body, preferably one already in existenos and ocoupying @focal positiom. It
hag been suggested that the Intergovernmental Oceanogreaphic Commission, whose terms of
reference are already close to those required for this purpose; should ba broadened so as
to emable it to undertake this wider task, and coordinate and formulate the expanded pro-
gram. For my part, I believe we ghould welcome & development of this mature. The broad-
ened I0C would need strengthening to coordinate the joint conduet of verious projecis imn
which the Agencies concermed, including FAO, would partiecipate. Further coordination of
activities YWy UN Agencies im this field would be provided through the Administrative Com-
mittee on Coordination and its Sub-Committee on Marine Science and its Applications. The
ACC comsimts of the Executive Heads of the specialized agencies meeting under the chairman-
ship of the Secretary-leneral of the United Nations.

With regard to the exploitation of marine stocks of fish, much iuternational machinery
already exists there are more than 20 international fishery bodies, mainly regional im
charactere It was in the context of a rapidly growing need for coordination and iths
avoidance of duplication that the Conference at its Twelfth Session resolved that FAO
ghould he given the status of being the leading inter-govermmental bLody in encouraging
rational harvesting of food from tlie oceans and inland waters. The Conference, therefore,
egtablished this Commitiee on Figheries inter alia to conduct pericdic general reviews of
Tishery problems of an international character and to appraise such problems end their pos~
gible golutions. This Committes has already stimulated closer cooperation between exigt-
ing bodies, and has identified areas vhere international action is needed.

At the same time, the fishery sector of FAO was reised to the status of a Department
with some spirengthening of staff end resources. I kuow, however, that the Department's
resources are gtill inedsquate Yo discharge its increzsing duties with full effectiveness.
I% is clear that continued sirengthening along the lines envisioned at the Thirteenth FAQ
Conference will be necessary if FAO is to play ite appropriate pert in the new machinery
which is likely to be established as a result of the Secretary-Ueneral’'s report to the
General Assembly, The Ueneral Assembly of the United Fations may well call upon Member
States to increase their support for international cooperation, and draw to the attention
of all intermational funding organizations the need for assisting developing countries To
participate more fully in this worke

1 believe that the temtative proposals for the general organization of the work of
FAO in the field of figheries during 19’(0/7 1 and spubsequently, which 1_1ave been placed be
fore you, are timely. These tentative proposals will bave to be defined during the next
few months as part of the process of preparing my overall proposals for the Program of Work
and Budget of FAO for 1970/71. In elaborating these proposals I will have to take into
account & nusber of factors including the important structural review of the organization
of FAO whick is now im progress and, of course, the views of member governments as oxpress -
@d by their representatives, TYour Committee iws the main forum for such an expression 9f
views ond its composition maekes 1t particularly competent for this tesk. That ability is
pupported by the presence of go many observers from countries which are not members of the
Committee.

I will follow your work with the greatest interest and I wish you every success in
your deliberations. May I reiterate my personal welcome to all of youe I am glad that
so meny high repking fizhery adminisirators and seientistes are able o attend here in pexw
sony end I wish you all & very pleasant and profitable stay in Rome.

L I B A
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