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FAO contributes to dialogue on Water,
Food and the Environment

As a contribution to the Dialogue on Water, 
Food and the Environment, the FAO Regional 

Office for Asia and the Pacific and IUCN – the 
World Conservation Union have undertaken a 
joint initiative to investigate the relationships 
between living aquatic resources, rice agriculture 
and the livelihoods of the people who manage 
these systems.

This assessment is intended to address the 
concern that the ecological and livelihood 
functions and values of rice fields and adjoining 
wetlands are not fully appreciated in development 
planning.  A participatory assessment was 
conducted in Attapeu Province., Lao PDR to 
determine the role of aquatic resources in the 
nutritional status of people engaged in rural 
livelihoods and to determine any opportunities, 
constraints or threats that may exist concerning 
the management of aquatic resources and future 
development in the province.

People from the three communities of Tamoyot 
Village, Sanamsai District, Saisi Village, Saisetha 
District, and Gayeu Village, Samakisai District 
participated in activities designed to assess the local availability and use of aquatic 
resources, their importance in local livelihoods, and the over-all health and nutritional 
status of the villagers.

The findings indicate that strategies for rural development, food security, and poverty 
alleviation in these areas need to pay special attention to aquatic resources management 
to ensure the health and well-being of rural people. Integrated management of freshwater 
and wetland resources is necessary to meet objectives of increased rice production whilst 
maintaining the viability and productivity of the aquatic resources upon which rural 
livelihoods depend.
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