Amblygaster leiogaster (Valenciennes, 1847)

English Name:  Smoothbelly sardinella Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name: M aar ehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Common to 15 cm; max.23 cm Specimen: MRS/0492/97

Distinctive Characters: Body moderately slender, belly rather rounded, scutes not prominent. 31-35 lower
gill rakerson first gill arch. Pelvic fin with 8 rays. Last two anal fin rays enlarged. Fronto-parietal bones
(on top of head) with 7-14 striations. Upper and lower bulges on supramaxillary bone symmetrical.

Colour: Back blue-green, flanks silvery and without spots. Dorsal fin dusky.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic and usualy inshore, forms schools in shallow coastal waters.

Distribution: Indo-West Pacific.

Remarks. Arnhlvgaster leiogaster doesnot appearto be especially common in the Maldives, since this is the
first record of its occurrence here. However, this may be due to the fact that it is not caught by the fishing

gears normally used here. The specimen reported here was taken during experimental fishing carried by
Marine Research Section using gillnets on 25th April 1996.
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Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus (Ruppell, 1837)
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Spratelloides delicatulus (Bennett, 1831)

English Name: Blue sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name:  Hondeli Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 7 cm Specimen: MRS/0034/86

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 11-13 rays. Anal finwith 100or 11 rays. Pectoral fin with 11-13 rays.
Slender, subcylindrical body. Pectoral fin shorterthan snoutand eye together. Dorsal finat mid body of fish.

Pelvic fin below the base of dorsal fin. Anal fin near the caudal, belly smooth. Body covered with thin.
delicate scales.

Colour: Dark bluish on back, sides and belly silvery. Fins hyaline.
Habitat and Biology: Pelagic and usually inshore, occurs in large schools within the atolls.
Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks. Spratclloides delicatulus is widely used bait for pole and line tuna fishing in the Maldives. It
does, however, appear to be much commoner in the south of the country than in the center and north.
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Spratelloidesgracilis (Temminck and Schiegel, 1846)
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EnglishName:  Silver sprat Family: CLUPEIDAE
Local Name:  Rehi Order: Clupeiformes
Size: Max. 9.5 cm Specimen: MRS/0031/86

Distinctive Characters. Slender body. Pectoral fin short and is dlightly shorter than eye and snout together.
Body covered with thin, comparatively large scales, Head scale-less. Belly without scutes.

Colour: Dark blue dorsaly, silvery white ventrally. A very distinct silvery lateral band from operculum
extends to the base of caudal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Pelagic and usually inshore, occurs in large schools within the atolls.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks. Spratelloides graci/is is one of the most widely used bait for pole and line tuna fishing and it is
very much preferred over other speciesof bait inthe Maldives. On the eastern side of Maldives it is commonest

during the southwest monsoon, while on the western side it iscommonest during the northeast monsoon. This
species was previously recorded as S japonicus.

i£
e
-
o - CRE N e R R €8 Fa o ow - e a4 & L N a e
S e A g e .F.=|Jl.r.r.+\}|_,il o g .u.r,r-q.n'_,ll-—".; AL e . i-"_'.i.-}
- e = - - =~ = @
- E . @ o g o .. rrr T I T rr S Tt o g
A il g g o -, ---—"..-n..: = R .-'.-: .ll'.r'_.ll';_..i b B e R KR E e
- o - - - - -
-a  wa oo s B A ma dagF mmogp Bih modd wE om & a T EELE 'Erra T
Sy gt g moer e ',!..-!.I'.n S g e Fam g pogyargor argpar ot o B gmodiop B G e moreop
- = - - - - - -
- FFa - P & R mar ) A T TN - - & EX |
e R L o o Rl e g " P B e B e ek e B er A o e Fer
- - - = - o - - - - o a
& - B - ¥ i A T L T i m A ¥ EE i i B msrdd B we
S i g R B n F oy A O\ B e R A R G g e B a0 e g e B e
- P - - -~ & - F
s ¥ ErEs & & i s F S F PO £ fEFF F BF F FTF FEs @
R N T R A e R S e R e R R it
- o F - - - - -
& & FBE s F 3 pw
L L] S -n-!d' Q]
s - -
P O B R R F T N dEEs P & @F R B R L
E e F e R g mm g TR AR R e e AR S R P A
5 = @ - I - = @
B #e EF S £d 4F #a md E N B & i mdll T T
W _pj_..a-l-' S, -_'...-J.d .i:_,i-.i-_.r_; P .r;i-_,.!i-l :i.: ,.F'_I'.:.J i .i.i':_.!.f.i T, M e 8
[ B ) aFs e ik d » » o F - mF w o Feoe @ Em - - * B ok
- — o L al '.l----1'-'--5..;--'.--.:Iu',...-I et rem mred Passis
- - e -
T F o BE aFs i m F - Py
bR " ar A e g Ko m g i ok K E e
- = = = -



	FISHES OF MALDIVES - Contents - Foreword - Acknoledgements - Map of Maldives - External Features of Fishes - INTRODUCTION
	Species description by Family
	CLUPEIDAE
	Glossary - Bibliography - Index - Plate 1 - 2 - 3 - 4 - 5 - 6
	Dhivehi Section - Foreword (in Dhivehi) - Preface by Minister of Fisheries and Agriculture (in Dhivehi) - Message by His Excellency Mr. Maumoon Abdul Gayyoom (in Dhivehi)



