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This paper summarizes and analyzes the information collected from fisherfolk
communities in the Meemu, Vaavu and Faafu Atolls of the Maldives, by the staff
of the Extension and Projects Section of the Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture
(MOFA), Republic of Maldives. The information was gathered as part of an internal
exercise of the Extension and Projects Section to help it get acquainted with these
atolls, which were the selected target area of a BOBP-sponsored subproject to assist
MOFA to develop a fisheries extension service, to build rapport with the fisherfolk
and to get a working understanding of their socio-economic status, the dynamics of
their communities and their needs and concerns. The document is intended for the
day-to-day use of the extension staff in generating objectives, prioritizing actions and
in guiding and facilitating their work, It is not a benchmark study representative of
the situation prevailing in the country as a whole.

The information was collected in a series of participatory rapid appraisals and
community focus group discussions undertaken by Aminath Zaheera, Aminath
Latheefa, Abdulla Jaufar, Adam Maniku and Shereen Nahida of the Extension and
Projects Section and Ahmed Naseer of the Woridview International Foundation, an
NGO, under the direction of N T Hasen Didi, Director, Extension and Projects

Section, during the latter half of 1989, and analyzed by them with support from the
BOBP.

The fisheries extension services project (EXT/FES/MDV), and this paper which
evolved out ofits efforts, have been sponsored by BOBP’s “Small-Scale Fisherfolk
Communities in the Bay of Bengal” (GCP/RAS/118/MUL), a project jointly funded
by SIDA (Swedish International Development Authority) and DANIDA (Danish
International Development Agency) and executed by FAO (Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations).

The BOBP is a multi-agency regional fisheries programme which covers seven
countries around the Bay of Bengal — Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Sri Lanka and Thailand. The Programme plays a catalytic and consultative
role: it develops, demonstrates and promotes new techniques, technologies or ideas
to help improve the conditions of small-scale fisherfolk communities in
member-countries.

This document is a working paper and has not been cleared by the governments
concerned or the FAO.
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A family travels in a dhoni from one island to another

(viii)
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