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1 For instance, Gereffi (1999:50) argues that between the early 1980s and the mid-1990s there have been 
changes in global sourcing of apparel for the United States market. Whereas in 1983 Northeast Asia 
accounted for 68 per cent of all US apparel imports, with Southeast Asia, South Asia and Central America 
and the Caribbean accounting for 8 per cent, 4 per cent and 4 per cent, respectively; in 1997 Northeast Asia 
accounted for only 33 per cent, while Southeast Asia, South Asia and Central America and the Caribbean 
accounted for 13 per cent, 10 per cent and 16 per cent, respectively. 
 
2 The process appears to be rather complex and depends upon, among other things, the retail channels in the 
US through which products are marketed, the level of capital required to produce commodities and whether 
or not demand might vary according to season. The pineapple sector is dominated by TNCs because of its 
high capital requirements (Raynolds, 1994:151), while production in the melon and oriental vegetables 
sector  takes place largely under contract, due to lower capital requirements and high seasonality of demand 
(Raynolds, 1994:152). 
 
3 Although Goldfrank (1994:272-5) identifies the major actors involved at the various stages of commodity 
chains, from shipping to retail, no attempt is made to quantify the distribution of revenue from these 
commodities between Chile and the United States. 
 
4 According to Talbot (1997:86), TNCs managed to cause a shift in coffee surplus from the exporting 
countries to the core, by exercising their market power in keeping the price of green coffee low while the 
price of processed coffee was increased artificially. 
 
5 The inter-quartile range (IQR) for these observations was 3.1, with lower and upper quartile values of 
80.4 and 83.4, respectively. As such, both the maximum (86.4) and minimum (78.9) observed values, were 
well within the largest and smallest calculated values outside of the box, respectively. 
 
6 Here the IQR was 2.0, with lower and upper quartile values of 85.0 and 87.0, respectively. Thus both the 
maximum (87.5) and minimum (83.7) observed values were well within the largest and smallest calculated 
values outside of the box, respectively. 
 
7 All of Costa Rica’s observations were within 11.8 per cent of the upper and lower quartiles. Costa Rica’s 
IQR was 7.8, with lower and upper quartile values of 15.9 and 23.7, respectively. Both the maximum (25.9) 
and minimum (12.8) observed values were well within the largest and smallest calculated values outside of 
the box, respectively. 
 
8 All of Nicaragua’s observations were within 8.3 per cent of the upper and lower quartiles. In this case the 
IQR was 5.6 and the lower and upper quartile values were 9.3 and 14.8, respectively. Both the maximum 
(18.5) and the minimum (4.3) observed values were well within the largest and smallest calculated values 
outside of the box, respectively. 
 
9 Ecuador was the only one of these countries to record outliers at either extremes of its box plot. Its IQR 
was 3.0, with lower and upper quartile values of 13.8 and 16.8, respectively. However, its minimum (9.8) 
and maximum (21.3) observed values were both slightly outside the smallest and largest calculated values 
outside of the box, respectively. 
 
10 Roche (1998) provides some evidence in support of better organization of labour in Costa Rica. He 
argues that the “longest strike in the banana industry, 72 days in 1984, did so much damage to the 
plantation of UFC in Palmar, Costa Rica, that the company found it uneconomic to rehabilitate the area” 
(p.120). 

Regarding Honduras, Roche (1998:119) continues with the emergence of the modern labor movement 
there in May 1954 “when approximately 12000 workers of the Tela Railroad company in Honduras, a UFC 
subsidiary, went on strike for 67 days”. 
 
11 Persistent fluctuations in the exchange rate between the French franc and the United States dollar imply 
that revenue growth was only 2.5 times in dollar terms. Moreover, while revenue peaked in 1992 in dollar 
terms, the corresponding maximum is in 1993, in French francs. 
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12 In the pre-SEM period, importers, wholesalers and retailers in France retained a median revenue share of 
81.1 per cent, compared with those in Germany, who retained a median revenue share of 81.6 per cent. 
 
13 France’s median share of the commodity chain actually decreased from 81.1 per cent in the pre-SEM 
period to 77.7 per cent in the post-SEM period, although with increased variability. 
 
14 As is evident from Figure 6.12, the median share of revenue retained in Honduras is slightly more than 
that retained in Cameroon and Madagascar, and shows considerably less variability. However, equally 
evident is the smaller number of observations in the case of Honduras, 12, compared with those of 
Cameroon and Madagascar; 21 and 14, respectively. 
 
15 As part of France, Martinique and Guadeloupe have guaranteed market access at higher prices than all 
other exporting countries, which explains why their median revenue shares of the banana commodity chain 
are considerably larger than those of all other countries. 
 
16 Madagascar and Cameroon were able to retain 16.0 per cent and 15.9 per cent of their commodity chains 
in the pre-SEM period, respectively, although with slightly increased variability than for the entire period 
under study. 
 
17 Mexico has managed to increase its median share of revenue in the banana commodity chain to 13.3 per 
cent, although with somewhat more variability than in the pre-SEM period. Additionally, it does appear 
that the SEM has been relatively favorable to Ecuador, whose median share of revenue retained along the 
French commodity chain increased to 10.4 per cent with considerably less variability. 
 
18 In the pre-SEM period, importers, wholesalers and retailers in the UK retained a median revenue share of 
81.4 per cent, compared with those in Germany, who retained a median revenue share of 81.6 per cent. 
 
19 Based on St. Lucia’s performance. Although St. Lucia’s median is somewhat lower than that of St. 
Vincent and Dominica, the latter two tend to be characterized by outliers and extreme values and somewhat 
greater variability than the St. Lucia data. 
 
20 Although there are three outliers in Dominica’s data (Figure 22) it is clear that the overall variability is 
much less, compared with the data for the entire 1978-98 period (Figure 20). 
 
21 As Talbot (1997:86) put it, the “main reason producing countries fared so well for so long seems to have 
been the International Coffee Agreements, which were instituted in response to collective action by 
producing states attempting to increase their incomes from coffee exporting”. 


