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Preface 

UNECE and FAO work together to promote sustainable management and the use of forests 
and forest products. In most countries in the UNECE region, good forest governance assures 
sustainable forest management and legal trade in timber and paper products. However, forest 
governance deficiencies in some countries within and outside the region, as well as the 
globalization of trade flows, increase the risk that illegally sourced or unsustainably 
produced timber may enter the market. 

 The public sector, as a major consumer of wood and paper products, wishes to 
regulate its purchasing to exclude any illegally harvested wood from its supply chain. At the 
same time, the public sector would like to accomplish this without creating unnecessary 
barriers to trade or discriminating against forest products by imposing more stringent 
requirements than those for competing products – many of which are less environmentally 
friendly. Governments are aware of their double role as consumers and regulators and 
several national governments, as well as regional and local authorities, in Europe, North 
America and Japan have recently adopted or are developing specific public procurement 
policies on timber and paper products. 

 The UNECE and the FAO jointly organized a Policy Forum in October 2006 that 
provided an overview of national and international conditions as well as international 
agreements that influence such policies. It also provided information on recently adopted 
national procurement policies and the viewpoints of international organizations and different 
stakeholders affected by such policies. This was accompanied by an informative discussion 
which showed that, despite different opinions and approaches, promotion of the sound use of 
wood remains the main goal of all parties. 

 These proceedings provide a status report on the public procurement policy 
discussion and make available the content of this Policy Forum both to the participants and 
to all those interested in the topic who could not be present. We hope that this publication 
will be useful for our member Governments and other stakeholders, and will contribute to 
their work. We would like to convey special thanks to all the speakers and participants in the 
Forum. Without the voluntary involvement of many individuals and organizations this event 
would not have been possible. 

Virginia Cram-Martos 
Director 
UNECE Trade and Timber Division 

Wulf Killmann 
Director 
FAO Forest Products and Economics 
Division 
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