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In t e res t  t o  F i she ry :  F i shed  commerc ia l ly  by  Span i sh  t r awle r s  ( f rom Vigo ,  Hue lva ,  and  Cád iz )  in
t h e  a r e a  o f  S e n e g a l ,  G u i n e a  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  o f f  C o n g o  a n d  A n g o l a  ( 4 º  t o  1 0 º S ) .   T h e  s h r i m p s  a r e  f r o z e n
on  boa rd  and  ma in ly  so ld  on  the  Span i sh  marke t s  ( e .g . ,  Ba rce lona ) ,  bu t  a l so  in  F rance  (Marse i l l e s ) .
Crosn ie r  & Jouann ic  (1973 :12)  r epor t ed  on  a  fo rm which  they  a s s igned  to  th i s  spec ie s  a s  "éven tue l l e -
men t  commerc ia l i s ab le"  on  the  con t inen ta l  she l f  o f  Madagasca r .

Pened ia  -  Raf inesque ,  1815 ,  Ana lyse  de  l a  Na tu re ,  98

T h i s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  P e n a e i d e a  a n d  i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f  c o m m e r -
c i a l ly  impor tan t  spec ie s  o f  Na tan t i a ,  among  which  those  tha t  a re  economica l ly  o f  the  g rea te s t  va lue .

L ike  i n  t he  o the r  f ami l i e s ,  t he  gene ra  and  s pe c i e s  a r e  l i s t e d  he r e  a l pha be t i c a l l y .

 PEN Art 1 

Ar temes ia  longinaris  Bate ,  1888,  Rep.Voyage Chal lenger ,   (Zool . ) ,  24 :281

Synonymy:  Ar temes ia  brev inar i s  Nob i l i ,  1901 .

FAO Names :
a rgen t ino  (Sp) .

Argen t ine  s t i l e t to  sh r imp  (En) ,  Creve t t e  s ty l e t  d 'Argen t ine  (F r ) ,  Camarón  es t i l e t e

Local  Names:  Camarón (Argent ina,  Uruguay) ,  Camarâo serr inha,  Camarâo de Argent ina,  Camarâo
fe r r inho ,  Camarâo  ba rba  b ranca  (Braz i l ) .

L i t e r a t u r e :  B o s c h i ,  1 9 6 9 .

Dis t r ibu t ion :  Wes te rn  At l an t i c :  eas t  coas t  o f  Sou th  Amer ica  f rom Rio  de  Jane i ro ,  Braz i l  (23 ºS)
t o  P u e r t o  d e  R a w s o n ,  A r g e n t i n a  ( 4 3 º S ) .

Habitat: Depth littoral to 68 m. Bottom sand and mud. Temperature 8º to 22ºC, mostly between
15º  and  21°C.  Sa l in i ty  32 .9  to  35 .5 0 / 0 0  Cl .

Size:  Maximum total  length 106 mm     ,  145  mm, except ional ly  152 mm,     .

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  F i s h e d  f o r  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a ,  m o s t  i n t e n s i v e l y  o n  t h e  A r g e n t i n a  c o a s t .
T h e  s p e c i e s  i s  c a u g h t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a s  P l e o t i c u s  m u e l l e r i ,  b u t  d u e  t o  i t s  s m a l l e r  s i z e  i t  i s  o f
l e s s  commerc ia l  impor t ance  than  the  l a t t e r  spec ie s .  In  Argen t ina  the  annua l  ca t ch  o f  th i s  spec ie s
( in  me t r i c  tons )  amoun ted  to  500  ( in  1973) ,  400  ( in  1974) ,  120  ( in  1975)  and  255  ( in  1976) .  Aqua-
cu l tu re  expe r imen t s  wi th  th i s  spec ie s  have  been  s t a r t ed  in  Argen t ina .

Atyopenaeus formosus  Dall ,  1957,  Aust .J .Mar.Freshwat .Res. ,  8:199

FAO Names:  Orange  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  orange  (Fr ) ,  Camarón naranja  (Sp) .

Loca l  Names :  Orange  p rawn ,  Go-home  p rawn  (Aus t ra l i a ) .

D i s t r i b u t i o n :  I n d o - W e s t  P a c i f i c :  N e w  G u i n e a ;  P a p u a ;  n o r t h e r n  A u s t r a l i a  ( D a r w i n  t o  n o r t h e r n
New Sou th  Wales ) .

Hab i t a t :  Dep th  2  to  9  m.  Bo t tom sandy  mud  o r  mud .  Mar ine .

Atypopsnaeus  formosus  Dal l ,  1957

Artemes ia  longinar is  Bate ,  1888

FAMILY PENAEIDAE Rafinesque, 1815

 PEN Aty 1 
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Size :  Tota l  length  27  to  75  mm    ,   44  to 91 mm    ;  maximum carapace length 17 mm   ,
21 mm      .

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  M i n o r .   R a c e k  ( 1 9 5 9 : l 0 )  r e p o r t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h i s  s p e c i e s  i n  c o m m e r -
c i a l  ca t ches    i n  New Sou th  Wales  (ve ry  r a r e ) ,    and  Queens l and  ( abundan t  i n  h ighe r  s t r a t a ) .   Munro

(1968 : l4 )  l i s t ed  the  spec ie s  among   " sma l l e r  spec ie s  r ega rded  a s  hav ing  no  commerc ia l  va lue" .

Penaeus  s tenodacty lus  St impson,  1860,  Proc .Acad.Nat .Sc i .Phi la . ,  1860:43

Synonymy:  Penaeus  podophthalmus  S t impson,  1860;  Penaeus  compress ipes  Henderson ,  1893;
A t y p o p e n a e u s  c o m p r e s s i p e s  -  A l c o c k ,  1 9 0 5 ;  P a r a p e n a e o p s i s  b r e v i r o s t r i s  K u b o ,  1 9 3 6 ;  M i y a d i e l l a
peduncula ta  Kubo,  1949 ;  Miyadie l la  podophthalmus  -  Hol thuis ,  1955.

FAO Names :  Pe r i scope  sh r imp  (En) ,  Creve t t e  pé r i scope  (F r ) ,  Camarón  pe r i scop io  (Sp) .

Local  Names:  Maimai  eb i  ( Japan) .

Di s t r ibu t ion :  Indo-Wes t  Pac i f i c :  Ind ia  to  the  Malay  Arch ipe lago ,  Hong  Kong  and  Japan .

H a b i t a t :  D e p t h  1 1  t o  2 7  m .  B o t t o m  m u d .  M a r i n e . 1

Size: Maximum total length 40 mm     ,

In te res t  to  F ishery :  The  spec ies  i s  caught  in  la rge  numbers  throughout  the  year  on  the  wes t
coas t  o f  Ind ia ,   i n  sma l l  numbers  on  the  eas t  coas t  (Kun ju ,  1967 ;  Kur ian  & Sebas t i an ,  1976) .  I t
i s  a l so  of  minor  economic  impor tance  in  the  In land  Sea  of  Japan  (Yasuda ,  1956) .

  

Penaeus  a f r i canus  Ba l s s ,1913 ;   Denkschr.Med.-Naturwiss.Ges.Jena,  7 :105

FAO Names:  Swimming shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  nageuse  (Fr ) ,  Camarón nadador  (Sp) .

Local  Names:  Swimming prawn (South  Afr ica) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  South  West  Afr ica  and  South  Afr ica  (Kunene  River  to  S t .  Lucia) .

Hab i t a t :  Dep th  l i t t o ra l  zone  to  28  m.  Mar ine  and  e s tua r ine .
 

Size: Maximum total length 67 mm     ; mature  a t  about  33  mm.

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  A t  p r e s e n t  s l i g h t ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  D a y  ( 1 9 6 9 : 1 0 2 )
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i e s  i s  " n e t t e d  i n  t h e  s h a l l o w s  o n  s u r f - b e a c h e s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  e s t u a r i e s "
be tween.  Fa lse  Bay and  St .  Lucia .  According  to  Longhurs t  (1970:299,300)  abundant  s tocks  have  been
r e v e a l e d  a t  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S . W .  A f r i c a ,  b u t " n o  c o m m e r c i a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  y e t
occur red" .  The  spec ie s  i s  cons ide red  o f  poss ib le  fu tu re  impor tance  commerc ia l ly .

  

Parapenaeus  acc l iv i s  M.J.  Rathbun,  1902,  Proc .U.S .Nat l .Mus . ,  26 :41

S y n o n y m y :  M e t a p e n a e u s  a c c l i v i s  -  A l c o c k ,  1 9 0 5 ;  P e n a e o p s i s  a c c l i v i s  -  D e  M a n ,  1 9 1 1 ;
Erythropenaeus  acc l iv i s  -  Kish inouye ,  1929.

FAO Names:  Tora  ve lve t  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  chamois  tora  (Fr ) ,  Camarón gamuza  tora  (Sp) .
I

Local  Names:  Tora  eb i  ( Japan) ,

Metapenaeops is  acc l iv i s  (M.  J .  Rathbun,  1902)   PEN Meta 1 

Macropetasma a fr icana  (Balss ,  1913)   PEN Macro 1 
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Dis t r ibut ion:   Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Japan .

Habi ta t :   Depth 9 to  46 m.  Marine.

Size :  Maximum to ta l  length  90  mm.

Interes t  to  F ishery :  In  severa l  a reas  of  the  In land  Sea  of  Japan  M. acc l iv i s  i s  an  economica l ly
impor tan t  spec ies ,  be longing  to  the  three  most  abundant  spec ies  there  (Yasuda ,  1956:379;  1957:30) .

Metapenaeus philippinensis  andamanensis  Wood-Mason, 1891,   Ann.Mag.Nat.Hist.,  (6)8:271

Synonymy: Penaeus (Metapenaeus) coniger andamanensis - Alcock, 1901; Penaeopsis  coniger
andamanens is  -  De  Man,  1911.

FAO Names:  Rice  ve lve t  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  chamois  des  r iz iè res  (Fr ) ,  Camarón gamuza  de
ar roza l  (SP) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  India ;  Malaya;  South  China  Sea ;  Japan .

Habi ta t :  Depth  150 to  350 m.  Mar ine .

Size :  Maximum to ta l  length  135 mm.

In te res t  to  F i shery :  So  fa r  no t  f i shed  commerc ia l ly ,  bu t  accord ing  to  Crosn ie r  & Jouann ic
(1973: l0)  "éventue l lement  commerc ia l i sab le"  on  the  cont inenta l  she l f  of  Madagascar .  Also  Jones
(1969:747)  and  Kur ian  & Sebas t ian  (1976:96)  were  of  the  opin ion  tha t  the  spec ies  may be  of  fu ture
i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  a  f i s h e r y  o f f  t h e  w e s t  c o a s t  o f  I n d i a ,  a n d  i t s  e c o n o m i c  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a r e  t o  b e
s tudied .  Yasuda  (  1957:  30)  l i s ted  “Heterocarpus  coniger"   among the  commercia l ly  impor tant  shr imps
of  the  In land  Sea  of  Japan:  poss ib ly  the  present  spec ies  i s  meant .

Remarks :  See  a l so  under  Metapenaeops is  phi l ippi i  (Bate ,  1881) .

Penaeus  barbatus  De Haan,  1844,  In  Von Siebold ,  Fauna  Japonica ,  Crus tacea ,  (6 /7) :P l .  46 ,  F ig .  3

Synonymy:  Parapenaeus  barba tus  -  Smi th ,  1885 ;  Parapenaeus  akayeb i  M.J .  Ra thbun ,  1902 ;
Trachypeneus  barbatus  -  Alcock ,  1905;  Penaeus  (Metapenaeus)  akayebi  -  De  Man,  1907;  Penaeops is
barbatus  -  De  Man,  1911;  Penaeops is  akayebi  -  De  Man,  1911;  Erythropenaeus  akayebi  -  Kish inouye ,
1929.

FAO Names: Whiskered velvet shrimp (En), Crevette chamois barbulée (Fr), Camarón gamuza barbudo (Sp).

Local  Names:  Aka  ebi  ( Japan) ,  Chat  mai  ha ,  Red r ice  prawn (Hong Kong) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Japan;  Hong Kong;  Taiwan;  Thai land;  Indones ia ;  Malaya .

Habi ta t :  Depth  20  to  70  m.  Bot tom mud,  somet imes  rocky.  Mar ine .

Size :  Maximum to ta l  length  108 mm.

Interes t  t o  F i she ry :  Metapenaeops i s  bar ba t a  f o r m s  a  r a t he r  i m por t a n t  pa r t  o f  t he  s h r i m p .  c a ugh t
i n  t h e  I n l a n d  S e a  o f  J a p a n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  L o n g h u r s t  ( 1 9 7 0 : 2 9 0 )  i t  f o r m s ,  w i t h  T r a c h y p e n a e u s
curv iros tr i s  and  Pampenaeops is  tene l la  45% of  the  ca tches ,  bu t  i s  of  course  commerc ia l ly  of  less
va lue  than  the  l a rge  spec ies .  In  Tha i l and ,  S ingapore  and  Malaya  the  spec ies  a l so  fo rms  pa r t  o f  the
commercia l  shr imp ca tches  (Longhurs t ,  1970:285,289) .

Metapenaeopsis andamanensis (Wood-Mason, 1891)  PEN Meta 2 

Metapenaeops is  barbata  (De  Haan,  1844)  PEN Meta 3
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Size :   Maximum to ta l  length  73  mm      ,  76 .3  mm       ;     maximum carapace  length  18 .9  mm     ,

- 15 -

Penaeops is  borradai le i  De Man,  1911,  Siboga Exped.Mon. ,  39(a) :73 .

FAO Names:  Reef  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  des  réc i fs  (Fr ) ,  Camarón de  ar rec i fe  (Sp) .

Li te ra ture :  Dal l ,  1957:174,  F ig .  13 .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Laccadive  Archipe lago;  Indones ia  (Sumatra ,  Moluccas ,  Lesser
Sunda  Is lands) ;  Aus t ra l ia  (Torres  S t ra i t ) .

Habi ta t :  Depth  1  to  3  m.  Cora l  reefs .  Mar ine .

Size :  Tota l  length  23 .5  to  39  mm    ,                .24  to  64  

In te res t  to  F i shery :  Motoh  (1977 :6)  l i s t ed  the  spec ies  a s  a  commerc ia l ly  impor tan t  penae id ,
a n d  r e f e r r e d  t o  M u n r o  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  M u n r o  ( 1 9 6 8 : 1 4 ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  r a n g e d  t h e  s p e c i e s  a m o n g  t h e  " s m a l l e r
spec ies  regarded  as  having  no  commerc ia l  va lue" .  The  fac t  tha t  M.  borrada i le i  i s  a  ra re  spec ies  and-
seems  t o  be  r e s t r i c t ed  t o  co r a l  r e e f s ,  make s  i t  un l i ke l y  t ha t  i t  e ve r  w i l l  be c om e  o f  c om m e r c i a l
in te res t .

Metapenaeopsis  crassiss ima Racek & Dall ,  1965,  Verh .K.Ned.Akad.Wet . (Natuurkd . ) ,  (2)56(3) :26

FAO Names:  S tout  ve lve t  shr imp (En) ,Crevet te  chamois  ga i l l  (Fr ) ,  Camarón gamuza  toro  (Sp) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Western  Aust ra l ia ;  South  Aust ra l ia .

Habi ta t :  Depth  7  to  18  m.  Bot tom mud.  Mar ine .

S ize :  Max imum to ta l  l eng th  140  mm.

Interest to Fishery: Listed by Racek (1973:155,159) among the prawns of commercial importance,
in  which  he  inc luded  the  spec ies  which ,  because  of  the i r  s ize  or  abundance  a re  cons idered  to  be  ab le
" to  suppor t  an  organized  f i shery" .

Parapenaeus  dale i  M.J .  Rathbun,  1902,  Proc .U.S .Nat l .Mus . ,  26 :40

Synonymy:  Metapenaeus  dale i  -  Alcock ,  1905;  Penaeops is  dale i  -  De  Man,  1911 ;  Ceratopenaeus
da le i -  K i sh inouye ,  1929 .

FAO Names:  Kish i  ve lve t  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  chamois  k ish i  (Fr ) ,  Camarón gamuza  k ish i  (Sp) .

Local  Names:  Kish i  eb i  ( Japan) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Japan;  Korea ;  Nor th  China .

Habi ta t :  Depth  33  to  132 m.  Mar ine .

21.4 mm      .

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  T h e  s p e c i e s  i s  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  K o r e a   ( Y o s h i d a ,    1 9 4 1 : 1 5 ) ,
Nor th  Ch ina  (L iu ,  1955 :18 )  and  t he  In l and  Se a  o f  J a pa n  ( Y a s uda ,  1956 : 383 ;  1957 : 30 ) ,  bu t  e v i den t l y
nowhere  of  major  impor tance .

PEN Meta 6

PEN Meta 5
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Metapenaeops is  goodei  (Smi th ,  1885)

Parapenaeus goodei Smith, 1885, Proc.U.S.Natl.Mus, 8:176

S y n o n y m y :  ?  P e n a e u s  p u b e s c e n s  S t i m p s o n ,  1 8 7 1 ;  A r c h i p e n a e o p s i s  v e s t i t u s  B o u v i e r ,  1 9 0 5 ;
P a r a p e n a e o p s i s  r a t h b u n i  B o u v i e r ,  1 9 0 5 ;  M e t a p e n a e u s  g o o d e i  -  A l c o c k ,  1 9 0 5 ;  P e n a e o p s i s   g o o d e i  -
Bouvier ,  1908;  Penaeopsis  vest i tus  -  Schmit t ,  1924.

FAO Names: Caribbean velvet shrimp (En), Crevette chamois caraibe (Fr), Camarón gamuza de1 Caribe (Sp).

Dis t r ibut ion:  Western  At lan t ic :  Bermuda;  Nor th  Carol ina  (U.S .A.)  to  Bahia  (Braz i l ) ;  West  Indies .

Habi ta t :  Depth  20  to  300 m.  Bot tom sand,  mud.  Mar ine .

Size:  Maximum carapace length 19 mm     ,     21 mm     .

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  T h e  s p e c i e s  i s  f i s h e d  f o r  f o o d  o f f  N .  a n d  N . E .  B r a z i l  ( P a r â ,  M a r a n ã h o ,
Cearà ,  Rio  Grande  do  Nor te ,  Alagoas  and  Espi r i tu  Santo) .  I t  i s  of  secondary  impor tance  commerc ia l ly
a n d  i s  e a t e n  f r e s h  o r  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  d i s h e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  i t s  s m a l l  s i z e  a n d
r a t h e r  h a r d  s h e l l  i t  i s  n o t  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i e s  w i l l  b e  u t i l i z e d ,  e x c e p t  w h e n  c a u g h t  a s  a n
admixture  in  ca tches  of  la rger  spec ies .

Metapenaeops is  h i laru la  (De Man,  1911)

Penaeops is  h i laru lus  De  Man,  1911,  Siboga Exped.Mon., 39(a) :8 ,71

FAO Names:  Mins t re l  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  chamois  ménes t re l  (Fr ) ,  Camarón gamuza  bardo  (Sp) .

Li te ra ture :  De Bruin ,  1965:81 ,  F igs .  1b ,d .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  S .E .  Afr ica  to  Malaya .

Habi ta t :  Depth  30 .  to  35  m.  Mar ine .

Size:    Total  length  52 to  57mm    ,    50 to  70mm     ;   carapace length 8.5  to  11 mm     ,  10 to
15mm       .

(T); 

I n t e r e s t  t o  F i s h e r y :  M i n o r .  M u t h u  ( 1 9 7 1 : 1 5 0 )  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  s p e c i e s  f r o m  c o m m e r c i a l  c a t c h e s
made of f  the  eas t  coas t  of  India  (Visakhapatnam and Kakinada) .

Remarks :  For  the  taxonomic status of this species and its relation to M. mogiensis ,  see under
the  la t te r .

Metapenaeops is  lane l la ta  (De Haan,  1844)

Penaeus  lamel la tus  De  Haan,  1844,  In  Von Siebold ,  Fauna  Japonica ,  Crus tacea ,  (6 /7) :P l .  46 ,Fig .  4

Synonymy:  Pampenaeus  lamel la tus  -  M.J .  Rathbun,  1902;  Metapenaeus  lamel la tus  -  Alcock ,  1905;
Penaeops is  lamel la tus  -  De  Man,  1911 ;  Ceratopenaeus  lamel la tus  -  Kish inouye ,  1929.

FAO Names:  Humpback shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  bossue  (Fr ) ,  Camarón jorobado (Sp) .

Loca l  Names:  Hokkoku eb i  ( Japan) ,  Hunchback  prawn,  Humpback prawn (Aus t ra l ia ) .

Dis t r ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pac i f ic :  Japan;  Malays ia ;  t ropica l  Aus t ra l ia . ,

Habi ta t :  Depth  31  to  200 m.  Bot tom cora l .  Mar ine .
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carapace length 10 to 14.5mm  ,  8  t o90mm       ;

19 mm      .carapace length 15 mm    ,75 mm       ;

- 17 -

Size :  Maximum to ta l  length  66 .3  mm   ,

Interest  to  Fishery:  The species  is  f ished commercial ly  in  Japan.  Kubo (1949:431)  mentioned i t
f rom the Tokyo f ish market ,  while  Yasuda (1957:30)  l is ted i t  among the species  important  in  the
f ishery in  the Inland Sea of  Japan.  The nature  of  the bot tom where the species  is  found makes that
i t  wil l  probably never  be of  very great  commercial  value.

Metapenaeopsis  latus  Kubo,  1949,  J .Tokyo Coll .Fish. ,  36(1) :434

FAO Names:  Broad velvet  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  chamois  t rappue (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza espaldudo (Sp) .

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  Japan.

Habitat :  Depth 350 m. Marine.

Size:  Total  length 59 mm     ; carapace length 15.2 mm     .

Interest  to  Fishery:  The species  is  only included here because i t  was l is ted as  " important
in f ishery" in  the Inland Sea of  Japan by Yasuda (1957:30,36) .

Parapenaeus mogiensis  M.J.  Rathbun,  1902,  Proc.U.S.Nat l .Mus. ,  26:39

Synonymy: Metapenaeus mogiensis  -  M.J .  Rathbun,  1906;  Ceratopenaeus mogiensis  -  Kishinouye,
1929.

FAO Names:  Mogi  velvet  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  chamois  mogi  (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza mogi  (Sp) .

Li terature:  De Bruin,  1965:81-84,  Figs .  1 ,2.

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  Red Sea and India  to  Japan and N.E.  Austral ia .

Habitat :  Depth 11 to  30 m.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 69 mm     ,
19 mm     .

Interest  to  Fishery:  Minor .  The species  is  l is ted by Kurian & Sebast ian (1976:96)  among
commercia l ly  impor tan t  prawns  of  India ,  bu t  they  refer  only  to  s t ray  ca tches ,  probably  obta ined
during exploratory t rawling.  Muthu (1971:148)  l is ted the species  from commercial  catches taken off
the east  coast  of  India  (Visakhapatnam and Kakinada) .

Remarks:  The present  knowledge of  the taxonomic s tatus  of  M. mogiensis  and related species  is
rather  confused.  Older  authors  synonymized M. mogiensis  and M. hi larula (De Man,  1911) .  De Bruin
(1965:82-84,  Fig.  1)  showed that  the two species  are  dis t inct .  Recent ly Starobogatov (1972:376,405-
406,  Pl .  10,Figs.  128,129,  Pl .  11,  Figs .  158,159)  considered the Ceylon mater ial ,  which De Bruin
assigned to M. mogiensis  and  M.  hi larula,  d i fferent  f rom ei ther  species  and made i t  the types of  two
new species ,  M. bruini  and M. ceylonensis  respect ively.

Metapenaeopsis novaeguineae  (Haswell,  1879)

Penaeus novae-guineae  Haswell ,  1879,  Proc.Linn.Soc.N.S.W.,  4:43

Synonymy: Penaeopsis  novae-guineae  -  Gee,  1925.

Metapenaeopsis  lata  Kubo,  1949 PEN Meta 10
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FAO Names: Northern velvet shrimp (En),  Crevette chamois nordique (Fr),  Camarón gamuza norteño (Sp).

Local  Names:  Northern,  velvet ,  prawn (Austral ia) .

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  t ropical  Autral ian waters ;  New Guinea.

Habitat :  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 101 mm.

Interest  to  Fishery:  Ci ted by Racek (1959: l0)  under  the name Penaeopsis  (Metapenaeopsis)  barbata
as  abundant  in  commercial  catches in  Queensland,  rare  in  New South Wales .

Remarks: In older literature numerous species have been confused under the name M. novaeguineae.

Penaeus palmensis  Haswell ,  1879,  Proc.Linn.Soc.N.S.W.,  4:43

Synonymy: Metapenaeus palmensis  - Alcock, 1905; Penaeopsis palmensis  - De Man, 1911;
Metapenaeopsis  barbeensis  Hall ,  1962.

FAO Names:  Southern velvet  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  chamois  méridionale  (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza
sureño (Sp) .

Local  Names:  Southern velvet  prawn (Austral ia) .

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  Malay Archipelago and northern Austral ia  ( from Shark Bay,
Western Austral ia ,  to  Sydney,  New South Wales) .

Habitat :  Depth 18 to 22 m. Bottom mud.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 105 mm.

Interest  to  Fishery:  Ci ted by Racek (1959:10) ,  under  the name Penaeopsis  (Metapenaeopsis)
novae-guineae,  as  a  species  abundant  in  commercial  prawn catches off  New South Wales  and Queensland.
But  their  small  s ize  "renders  them commercial ly  unimportant"  (Racek,  1957:12) .

PEN Meta 14 

Penaeus  phi l ippi i  Bate ,  1881,  Ann.Mag.Nat .His t . ,  (5)8 :181

Synonymy: Penaeus phi l ippinensis  Bate,  1888;  Penaeopsis  phi l ippi i  -  De Man,  1911;  Penaeopsis
phi l ippinensis  -  De Man,  1911;   Leptopenaeus phi l ippinensis  -  Kishinouye ,  1929;   Penaeopsis
(Metapenaeus)  phi l ippi i  -  Ramadan,  1938.

FAO Names:  Phi l ip  velvet  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  chamois  Phi l ippe (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza Fel ipe (Sp) .

Li terature:  Champion,  1973:187-195.

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  East  Afr ica to  the Phi l ippines.

Habi ta t :  Depth 150 to  894 m.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 130 mm.

Interest  to  Fishery:  Of potent ial  commercial  importance off  S.W. India;  caught  in  good numbers
off  the Kerala  coast  during exploratory t rawling (Kurian & Sebast ian,  1976:96) .

PEN Meta 13

 Metapenaeopsis  phi l ippi i  (Bate ,  1881)

Metapenaeopsis  palmensis  (Haswell ,  1879)

Standard
Proc.Linn.Soc.N.S.W.

Standard
Metapenaeopsis palmensis (Haswell, 1879)

Standard
PEN Meta 13

Standard
Ann.Mag.Nat.Hist.

Standard
Metapenaeopsis philippii (Bate, 1881)

Standard
PEN Meta 14



- 19 -

Remarks:   Due to  the confusion that  has  exis ted concerning the ident i ty  or  dis t inctness  of  this
species ,  M. coniger  (Wood-Mason,  1891) ,  M.  andamanensis  (Wood-Mason,  1891)  and other  re la ted species ,
previous records have to  be considered with some reserve.

PEN Meta 15

Metapenaeopsis   rosea  Racek & Dall ,1965,  Verh.K.Ned.Akad.Wet . (Natuurkd.) ,  (2)56(3):29

FAO Names:  Pink velvet  shr imp (En) ,  Crevet te  chamois  rosée (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza rosado (Sp)

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  northern and northeastern Austral ia .

Habitat :  Depth 7 to  29 m.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 120 mm.

Interest  to  Fishery:  Lis ted by Racek (1973:155,159)  among the species  of  commercial  importance.

Metapenaeus s tr idulans  Alcock,  1905,  Ann.Mag.Nat .Hist . ,  (7)16:518,526

Synonymy: Penaeopsis  s tr idulans  -  De Man,  1911.

FAO Names:  Fiddler  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  violoneux (Fr) ,  Camarón viol inis ta  (Sp) .

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West Pacific: Arabian Sea to the Malay. Archipelago, New Guinea and New Britain.

Habi ta t :  Depth 9 to  90 m.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum total  length 100 mm.

l
importance (Tirmizi ,  in  Li t t . ) .  Near  Bombay i t  i s  caught  in  fa i r ly  large numbers  ( in  "dol"  nets)

l
Sri  Lanka (Longhurst ,  1970:283)  and Malaya (Tham, 1968:212) .

Interest  to  Fishery:  In  the northern Arabian Sea the f ishery for  this  species  is  of  minor

especial ly  in  October  and November (Kurian & Sebast ian,  1976 :96) .  I t  is  l ikewise f ished for  in

Metapenaeops i s  to loens i s  Hal l ,1962 ,  F i sh .Pub l .Co lon .Of f . (U .K. ) ,  17:33

FAO Names:  Tolo velvet  shr imp (En),  Crevet te  chamois  tolo (Fr) ,  Camarón gamuza tolo (Sp) .

Distr ibut ion:  Indo-West  Pacif ic :  Sr i  Lanka;  Malaya.

Habitat :  Depth 69 to  73 m.  Marine.

Size:  Maximum carapace length 24 mm.

Interest  to  Fishery:  Ci ted by Longhurst  (1970:283)  as  abundant  in  shr imp catches along the east
coast  of  Sr i  Lanka,  but  of  less  importance than some Penaeus  species .

Metapenaeopsis  rosea Racek & Dall ,  1965

Metapenaeopsis  s tr idulans  (Alcock,  1905) PEN Meta 16

Metapenaeopsis  toloensis  Hal l ,  1962 PEN Meta 17
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