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FAO SPECIES IDENTIFICATION SHEETS

FISHING AREA 51
(W. Indian Ocean)

PERCOPHIDAE*

Duckbills

Elongate benthic fishes. Head depressed anteriorly, the snout flat and broad, resembling a duck's bill; mouth
large, lower jaw projecting in front of upper; maxilla exposed; eyes large, the space between them very narrow;
2 spines on opercle, one on subopercle; minute conical teeth on jaws and roof of mouth (vomer and palatines).
Two separate dorsal fins, the first with 6 slender spines and the second with 13 to 18 soft rays; pelvic fins with 1
weak spine _and 5 branched rays, inserted well in _advance of pectorals, their bases widely separated; anal fin
lacking spines, with 15 to 25 soft rays; pectoral fins with 20 to 28 rays. Scales on body ctenoid rough); lateral
line curves below first dorsal fin to below middle of side, the anteriormost 2 or 3 scales with a keel.

Colour: generally brownish; vague dusky blotches along body.

Bottom-living, carnivorous fishes occurring in depths of 100 to 600 m. Because of their small size and
limited abundance, they are of no commercial importance.
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*Family diagnosis applies only to Bembrops and Chrionema
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SIMILAR FAMILIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

Platycephalidae (flatheads): numerous spines
and bony ridges on head and 8 or 9 dorsal fin spines
(6 dorsal fin spines in Percophidae).

KEY TO GENERA OCCURRING IN THE AREA*:

1a. Triangular flap of skin on rear end of
MaXilla ......oooiiii Bembrops

1b. No flap on skin at end of maxilla .................... Chrionema

Bembrops

LIST OF SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

(The genus Bembrops is in need of revision, and the synonymy given below is provisional. The names Bembrops
caudimacula and B. caudimaculata have erroneously been applied to the species in the Western Indian Ocean. B.
caudimacula (Steindachner, 1876) is a valid species known with certainty only from Japan.)

Bembrops platyrhynchus (Alcock, 1893)
= B. adenensis Norman, 1939
= B. nematopterus Norman, 1939

Chrionema chlorotaenia (McKay, 1971)
= C. chryseres (non Gilbert): Talwar, 1974

Osopsaron natalensis Nelson, 1982

Pteropsaron heemstrai Nelson, 1982

Prepared by P.C. Heemstra, J.L.B. Smith Institute of Ichthyology, Grahamstown, South Africa, and J.S. Nelson,
Department of Zoology, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

*Osopsaron and Pteropsaron are represented in the Western Indian Ocean by 2 small species that are known
only from off the coast of Natal, South Africa. They may be distinguished from Bembrops and Chrionema by
the anteriorly-directed spine at the front end of the maxilla, lower jaw shorter than upper jaw, and only 1
spine on the opercle
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PLATACIDAE

Batfishes
(placed by some authors, together with the Drepanidae, in the family Ephippidae)

Body very deep, rhomboid and strongly compressed, much changing with age. Head much shorter than high,
with front profile more or less parabolic; mouth small, horizontal, terminal, scarcely protractile; teeth more or
less clearly tricuspid, disposed in brushlike bands in each jaw; roof of mouth usually toothless. A single,
unnotched dorsal fin, decreasing in size with age; spinous part poorly differentiated, with 3 to 9 spines, increasing
in size posteriorly and nearly concealed by the scaly covering of the fin; 23 to 40 soft rays; anal fin with 3 spines
and 22 to 30 soft rays; pectoral fins short, rounded; pelvic fins present, greatly produced, becoming shorter with
age. Lateral line arched, about concurrent with back. Scales small, finely ciliated, becoming minute on head and
vertical fins.

Colour: juveniles: nearly completely black, fringed with orange-red. Subadults and adults: silvery grey with
blackish vertical bars, the first through eye, fading with age.

spines increasing
in lenght
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SIMILAR FAMILIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

Ephippidae: dorsal fin with a deep notch; dorsal
spines produced.

Drepanidae: pectoral fins long and falcate; mouth
protrusible forming a downward-pointing tube; dorsal fin
spines shorter and stouter.

Scatophagidae: 4 anal spines and snout profile
concave. , e

Ephippidae

Scatophagidae

KEY TO GENERA OCCURRING IN THE AREA*: .
4 spines

Platax only.

KEY TO SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

1a. Lateral line with 60 to 65 scalesS..........cceeiviiiiiiiiiiiiens Platax pinnatus
1b. Lateral line with 50 to 55 scales.........cccccvvivivieiiiiinnn.n. Platax orbicularis

*Species poorly distinct
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LIST OF SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

Code numbers are given for those species for which Identification Sheets are included

Platax orbicularis Forsskal, 1775 PLATAC Plat 1
Platax innatus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Prepared by A. Maugé, Ichtyologie Générale et Appliquée, Muséum National d'Histoire Naturelle, 43 rue Cuvier,
75231 Paris, Cedex 05, France

Revised by P.C. Heemstra, J.L.B. Museum of Ichthyology, Grahamstown, South Africa

lllustrations provided by author
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FAMILY: PLATACIDAE FISHING AREA 51
(W. Indian Ocean)

Platax orbicularis (Forsskal, 1775)
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VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO: En - Batfish
Fr - Poule d'eau
Sp - Dalapugan

NATIONAL: } —

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERS:

Body deep, rhomboid, strongly compressed. Forehead profile somewhat angular; teeth tricuspid, movable, in

brushlike bands in each jaw; median cusp of each tooth prominently stronger. Dorsal fin with 5 concealed spines

and 36 or 37 soft rays; anal fin with 3 spines and 25 to 27 soft rays; pectoral fins short and rounded; pelvic fins
produced. Lateral line arched, with 50 to 55 scales. Scales finely ciliated, small, becoming minute on fins which

are densely covered.



Colour: adults silvery grey with blackish vertical bars fading with age.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERS OF SIMILAR SPECIES OCCURRING IN THE AREA:

Platax pinnatus: 60 or more scales in lateral line (50 to 55 in P. orbicularis).

Species of Ephippidae: dorsal fin with prominent spines, produced; a deep notch separating spinous part
from soft part.

Species of Drepanidae: dorsal fin with 8 to 10 spines which are shorter and stouter (5 spines in P.
orbicularis); pectoral fins long, falcate, mouth protrusible, forming a downward-pointing tube when protruded.

Scatophagidae: 4 anal fin spines (3 in P. orbicularis); snout profile concave.

SIZE:

Maximum: 50 cm; common to 25 cm.

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION AND BEHAVIOUR:

From the Red Sea and east coast of Africa (southward to Port
Elisabeth) across the Western Indian Ocean to the coasts of Pakistan,
India and Sri Lanka. Outside the area, extending eastward through the
Eastern Indian Ocean/Western Central Pacific to China and Queens-
land (Australia).

Lives on coral reefs, in bays and along rocky shores, juveniles
occurring Occasionally in brackish waters. juvcniles often floating

motionless on the water surface. /'/ f ,
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PRESENT FISHING GROUNDS: 74
Throughout its range, but nowhere abundant. § {j %%
' 7
300
CATCHES, FISHING GEAR AND FORMS OF UTILIZATION:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species. ' Jl o
40°F 50° 60° 70°

Caught mainly with handlines and nets.

Edible and even palatable, but poorly favoured as food on
account of their foul feeding habits. Feebly marketed.

click for next page



	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	BONY FISHES
	LUTJANIDAE
	COLOUR PLATES
	Plate I
	Plate II
	Plate III
	Plate IV
	Plate V

	Aphareus furcatus
	Aprion virescens
	Apsilus fuscus
	Etelis marshi
	Lipocheilus carnolabrum
	Lutjanus argentimaculatus
	Lutjanus bohar
	Lutjanus fulviflammus
	Lutjanus gibbus
	Lutianus lemniscatus
	Lutianus johni
	Lutjanus lutjanus
	Lutjanis erythropterus
	Lutjanus russelli
	Lutjanus malabaricus
	Lutianus sebae
	Lutjanus vittus
	Lutjanus bengalensis
	Lutjanus biguttatus
	Lutjanus coccineus
	Lutjanus coeruleolineatus
	Lutjanus duodecemlineatus
	Lutjanus ehrenbergi
	Lutjanus fulvus
	Lutjanus kasmira
	Lutjanus lunulatus
	Lutjanus madras
	Lutjanus monostigmus
	Lutjanus quinquelineatus
	Lutjarus rivulatus
	Lutjanus guilcheri
	Macolor niger
	Paracaesio xanthurus
	Pinjalo pinjalo
	Pristipomoides typus
	Pristipomoides filamentosus
	Pristipomoides multidens
	Pristipomoides sieboldii
	Sympliysanodon typus
	Tropidinius zonatus

	MACRORAMPHOSIDAE
	Macroramptiosus scolopax

	MACROURIDAE
	MALACANTHIDAE
	Malacanthus brevirostris
	Malacanthus latovittatus

	MEGALOPIDAE
	Megalops cyprinoides

	MENIDAE
	Mene maculata

	MOLIDAE
	MONACANTHIDAE
	Alutera monoceros
	Cantherhines dumerili
	Cantherhines fronticinctus
	Cantherhines pardalis
	Stephanolepis diaspros
	Thamnaconus fajardoi
	Thamnaconus modestoides

	MONOCENTRIDAE
	Monocentris japonicus

	MONODACTYLIDAE
	Monodactylus argenteus
	Monodactylus falciformis

	MORIDAE
	MUGILIDAE
	Agonostomus catalai
	Agonostomus telfairii
	Crenimugil crenilabis
	Liza dumerili
	Liza richardsoni
	Liza abu
	Liza alata
	Liza carinata
	Liza luciae
	Liza macrolepis
	Liza melinoptera
	Liza parsia
	Liza subviridis
	Liza tade
	Liza tricuspidens
	Liza vaigiensis
	Mugil cephalus
	Myxus capensis
	Oedalechilus labiosus
	Valamugil cunnesius
	Valamugil seheli
	Valamugil speigleri
	Valamugil buchanani
	Valamugil engeli
	Valamugil robustus

	MUGILOIDIDAE
	Parapercis hexophthalma
	Parapercis nebulosa

	MULLIDAE
	COLOUR PLATES
	Plate I
	Plate II
	Plate III

	Mulloides flavolineatus
	Mulloides vanicolensis
	Parupeneus bifasciatus
	Parupeneus barberinus
	Parupeneus macronema
	Parupeneus indicus
	Parupeneus cinnabarinus
	Parupeneus rubescens
	Parupeneus cyclostomus
	Parupeneus forsskali
	Parupeneus pleurostigma
	Upeneus moluccensis
	Upeneus sulphureus
	Upeneus vittatus
	Upeneus bensasi
	Upeneus sundaicus
	Upeneus tragula
	Upeneus taeniopterus

	MURAENESOCIDAE
	Congresox talabon
	Congresox talabonoides
	Muraenesox bagio
	Muraenesox cinereus

	MURAENIDAE
	Echidna nebulosa
	Echidna zebra
	Lycodontis meleagris
	Siderea picta
	Thyrsoidea macrura

	MYCTOPHIDAE
	NEMIPTERIDAE
	COLOUR PLATES
	Plate I
	Plate II

	Nemipterus bleekeri
	Nemipterus japonicus
	Nemipterus metopias
	Nemipterus nematophorus
	Nemipterus peronii
	Parascolopsis aspinosa
	Parascolopsis boesemani
	Parascolopsis eriomma
	Porascolopsis townsendi
	Scolopsis vosmeri
	Scolopsis auratus
	Scolopsis bilineatus
	Scolopsis bimaculatus
	Scolopsis frenatus
	Scolopsis ghanam
	Scolopsis taeniatus

	NOMEIDAE
	Psenes squamiceps

	NOTOCHEIRIDAE
	Iso natalensis

	OPHICHTHIDAE
	Caecula pterygera
	Lamnostoma orientalis
	Muraenichthys schultzei
	Neenchelys buitendijki
	Pisodonophis boro
	Pisodonophis cancrivorus

	OPHIDIIDAE
	Brotula multibarbata
	Genypterus capensis

	OPISTOGATHIDAE
	OPLEGNATHIDAE
	Oplegnathus conwayi
	Oplegnathus peaolopesi
	Oplegnathus robinsoni

	OREOSOMATIDAE
	OSTRACIIDAE
	Lactoria cornuta
	Tetrosomus gibbosus

	PARALEPIDIDAE
	PEMPHERIDAE
	PENTACEROTIDAE
	Histiopterus typus
	Pentaceros capensis

	PERCOPHIDAE
	PLATACIDAE
	Platax orbicularis

	PLATYCEPHALIDAE
	Cociella crocodila
	Grammoplites suppositus
	Inegocia japonica
	Papilloculiceps longiceps
	Platycephalus indicus
	Rogadius asper
	Sorsogono tuberculata
	Suggrundus rodricensis
	Thysanophrys chiltonae

	PLEURONECTIDAE
	Paralichthodes algoensis

	PLOTOSIDAE
	Plotosus canius
	Plotosus limbatus
	Plotosus lineatus
	Plotosus nkunga

	POLYNEMIDAE
	Eleutheronema tetradactylum
	Polynemus indicus
	Polynemus plebeius
	Potynemus sextarius
	Polynemus heptadactylus
	Polynemus paradiseus
	Polynemus microstoma
	Polynemus sexfilis

	POMACANTHIDAE
	POMACENTRIDAE
	POMATOMIDAE
	Pomatomus saltatrix

	PRIACANTHIDAE
	Priacanthus cruentatus
	Priacanthus hamrur
	Priacanthus tayenus
	Priacanthus blochii

	PSETTODIDAE
	Psettodes erumei

	RACHYCENTRIDAE
	Rachycentron canadum

	REGALECIDAE
	SCARIDAE
	COLOUR PLATES
	Plate I
	Plate II
	Plate III
	Plate IV
	Plate V
	Plate VI
	Plate VII
	Plate VIII

	Bolbometopon muricatum
	Calotomus carolinus
	Calotomus spinidens
	Calotomus viridescens
	Cetoscarus bicolor
	Hipposcarus harid
	Leptoscarus vaigiensis
	Scarus arabicus
	Scarus atrilunula
	Scarus caudofasciatus
	Scarus collana
	Scarus cyanescens
	Searus enneacanthus
	Scarys falcipinnis
	Scarus ferrugineus
	Scarus festivus
	Scarus frenatus
	Scarus fuscopurpureus
	Scarus genazonatus
	Scarus ghobban
	Scarus gibbus
	Scarus globiceps
	Scarus japanensis
	Scarus niger
	Scarus persicus
	Scarus prasiognathos
	Scarus psittacus
	Scarus rubroviolaceus
	Scarus russelii
	Scarus scaber
	Scarus sordidus
	Scarus tricolor
	Scarus viridifucatus





