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FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

NEM PTERI DAE

Threadfin breans, Mnocl e breans
(Sone aut hors include Scol opsis and Parascolopsis in a separate fanily: Scol opsi dae)

Smal | to noderate-sized, slightly, conpressed fishes. Muth termnal, snall teeth in bands and in
Nem pt erus species canine teeth in upper jaw (sonetimes also in lower jaw); a backward-pointing spine
bel ow eye in Scol opsis and Parascol opsis species. Front of head scal el ess, scal es begi nning above eye
and on cheek; cheek with 3 rows of states; scales on body large, ctenoid (rough to touch), in longi-
tudi nal series, easily shed. A single, curved lateral line with small to noderately |arge scal es.
Dorsal fin single, with 10 spines and 8 to 11 soft rays, originating above pectoral fin bases, its
first spines sonetines prolonged into filaments; pectoral fins with 15 to 18,soft rays; pelvic fins
with 1 spine and 5 soft rays, their origin below or just behind the pectoral fin bases, Ist ray some-
tinmes elongate; a nmediumsized axillary scale present above each pelvic fin; anal fin with 3 spines
and 6 to 8 soft rays. Caudal fin forked or emargi nate, upper |obe often with a filanent.

Col our: extrenely variable; overall colour nay be browni sh, reddish, red and yellow, or greenish;
usual Iy, but not always, a few longitudinal or vertical broad bands on body, these bands often
di sappeari ng or beconming | ess obvious after death; filanments of fins usually yellow, sonetines red;
a spot sometinmes present near origin of lateral |ine and dark saddl e-1i ke marks occasionally on back.
Col our pattern of juveniles often differs fromadult fish and living fish can change intensity of
col our pattern.
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SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Denticidae: nore than 10 spines in dorsal fin.

Serrani dae and Lutj ani dae: those speci es which could be confused with the Nem pteridae have nore
than 7 soft rays in anal fin.

Sparidae: dorsal fin with 10 to 13 spines and 10 to 15 soft rays (10 and 8 to 11 in Nem pteri dae):
al so, nmolar teeth sonetimes present.

Pent apodi dae: gill menbranes broadly united to isthnus; also, soft anal finrays 7 to 11 (6 to 8
in Nem pteridae).

Miul |'i dae: 2 separate dorsal fins and 2 barbels behind chin.
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Key to Genera

sharp spi ne

S . serrated

1 a. Backward-pointing spine below eye; 8 to 11 soft
dorsal rays and 6 to 8 soft anal rays.

2 a. Spine below eye distinct (Fig. 1) ................ Scol opsi s

2 b. Spine below eye feeble (Fig. 2) .............. Parascol opsi s

Scol psi s s
1 b. No spine below eye; 9 soft dorsal rays and 7

soft anal rays ......... ... Nemi pt er us Fig 2

f eebl e spi ne

Par ascol opsi s

Li st of Species occurring in the Area*
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which ldentification Sheets are included)

Neni pterus aurifilum Neni pt er us tanbul oi des NEM P Nem 11
Nem pterus batinensis Nem pt erus taeni opterus

Nemi pt er us bat hybus NEM P Nem 1 Nem pt erus theodorei

Neni pterus bl eekeri Neni pterus totu NEM P Nem 12
Nemi pt erus cel ebi cus Nem pt erus upeneoi des (doubtful)

Nemi pt er us del agoae NEM P Nem 2 Nem pt erus virgatus NEM P Nem 13
Neripterus filiforms (doubtful) Neni pt erus worcesteri (doubtful)

Nemi pterus flaviventris (doubtful) Nem pterus zysron (doubtful)

Nemi pterus flavotinea (doubtful)

Nem pterus fureosus

Nemi pterus gracilis (doubtful) Par ascol opsi s erionrna
Neni pt erus hexodon NEM P Nem 3 Par ascol opsis inerms
Neni pt er us hypsel ognat hus (doubtful)

Nemi pt erus isacanthus (doubtful)

Neni pterus japoni eus NDUP Nem 4 Scol opsi s bi | i neatus

Neni pterus |uteus (doubtful) Scol opsi s cancel | atus

Nem pt erus nargi nat us NEM P Nem 5 Scol opsis citiatus

Nemi pt erus nesoprion NEM P Nem 6 Scol opsi s dubi osus

Neni pterus netopi as MEM P Nem 7 Scol opsi s frenatus

Nemi pterus nmnul | oi des (doubtful) Scol opsi s ghanam

Nemi pt er us nenat ophor us NEM P Nem 8 Scol opsi s | eucot aeni a

Nemi pt erus nemat opus (doubt ful) Scol opsi s margaritifer

Neni pt erus nemur us NEM P Nem 9 Scol opsi s nobnogr anma

Nemi pt erus oveni i des Scol opsi s per sonat us

Neni pt erus peronii NEM P Nem 10 Scol opsi s phaeops

Nemi pt erus petersi Scol opsi s taeni opterus NEM P Scol 1
Nemi pt erus ruber (doubtful) Scol opsis tenporatis

Nemi pt erus sansonensis Scol opsis trilineatus

Nemi pterus smithii Scol opsi s vosneri NEM P Scol 2
Nemi pt erus sunbawensis (doubtful) Scol opsi s xenochr ous

Neni pterus sundanensis (doubtful)

* The fam |y Nem pteridae is badly in need of revision. A nunber of doubtful species are included
here.
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N. tanbul ol des
NEM P Nem 11

N. japoni cus
NEM P Nem 4

N. virgatus
NEM P Nem 13

N. nemat ophor us
NEM P Nem 8

N. hexodon
NEM P Nem 3
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N. del agoae
NEM P Nem 2

N. bat hybus
NEM P Nem 1

N. nargi nat us N\
NEM P Nem 5

N. nenurus
NEM P Nem 9

N. nesoprion
NEM P Nem 3
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N. net opl as
NEM P Nem 7

N. tolu
NEM P Nem 12

N. peronii
NEM P Nem 10

N. taeniopterus
NEM P Scol 1

N. vosneri
NEM P Scol 2
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FAM LY: NEM PTERI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Nemi pt erus bat hybus Snyder, 1911

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE:  Synagris bathybius: Fow er, 1933

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Yellowbelly threadfin bream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body usual |y deeper than head, especially in large fish; head wi thout spines, its anterior part
scaleless. Dorsal fin single, with 10 spines and 9 soft rays; pelvic fins with an axillary scale;
anal fin with 3 spines and 7 soft rays. Upper |obe of caudal fin prolonged into a filanment; no

filaments in other fins.

Col our: body pink with 2 broad, yellow, |ongitudinal lines along flanks; belly with a broad,
bright yellow band fromthroat to base of caudal fin. No spot near origin of lateral line and no
dark saddl es on back. Dorsal fin translucent, pinkish or bluish, with a fine yellowline at margin
and fine wavy yellow lines in a nmedian band which broadens towards tail; pelvic fins translucent,
pi nki sh or bluish, sometinmes with very pale yellow nedian lines or blotches; caudal fin pink, with
a bright yellow upper margin and fil ament.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SIM LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Al'l other Nem pterus species: colour pattern different; also,
no caudal fin filanent in N delagoae, N marginatus, N pentalineatus,
N. peronii and N tolu.

Scol opsi s species: a backward pointing spine bel ow eye.

S| ZE (excluding tail filanent):

Maxi mum males 28 cm females 24 cm
common: 12 to 22 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Northern part of South China Sea
(possibly in deeper waters further south);
al so, northward to southern Japan.

I nhabi ts nmuddy sand bottons at depths
of 50 to 250 m smaller individual s-occur
in shallower parts of the depth range.

Feeds on notile, bottomliving aninals
i ncl udi ng crustaceans, squids and fishes.
Smal | fish take mainly bottomliving
copepods and ostracods.

Mal es grow quicker and to a |arger
size than fenal es.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Muddy sand grounds of the continental shelf.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified
Nemi pterus species in 1972 for area 71 (Western Central Pacific) was 49 400 tons (Philippines: 47 300

tons).

Caught with traw s and bottomlines; catch rates are highest in day-tine.

Marketed mainly fresh; also salted and dried, dry-snoked, fernented, and as fish sauce, fish
bal I s and cakes.
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FAM LY: NEM PTERI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Nemi pterus del agoae Smith, 1941

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Del agoa threadfin bream
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body sl ender (head and body depth about equal); head wi thout spines, its anterior part scal el ess.
Dorsal fin single, with 10 spines and 9 soft rays; pelvic fins with an axillary scale; anal fin with
3 spines and 7 soft rays. No filanments in fins.

Col our: 5 to 7 green/yell ow upward-curved stripes on body, curvature of upper stripes nore
mar ked, spaces between stripes silvery yellow, in fresh specinmens the stripes appear raised. No
spot below origin of lateral line and no dark saddl es on back. Dorsal fin rosy, with a yell ow orange

margin and a grey/blue band belowit; pelvic fins mlky white, with silvery axillary scal es; anal
fin mlky white or translucent blue, with 3 to 4 longitudinal yellow stripes; caudal fin rosy,
yellowi sh in mddle, deeper red on fork margin and tips of |obes; |ower nmargin may be whitish.



DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Al other Nemipterus species: colour pattern different; also,
caudal fin filament present in many species.

Scol opsi s speci es: a backward pointing spine bel ow eye.

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cmp Comon: 12 to 25 c¢cm

GECGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Bay of Bengal; also, westward to
East and South Africa.

Bottomliving, to depths of 100 m

Food and general biol ogy unknown.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Coastal waters throughout its range.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s and |ines.

Marketed fresh, dried and salted, dry-snoked, fermented, and as fish balls and cakes.
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FAM LY: NEM PTERI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Nemi pt erus hexodon (Quoy & Gainmard, 1824)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Synagris hexodon: Ginther, 1859

& em

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAO: En - Onate threadfin bream
Fr -
Sp-

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS

Body conpressed, deeper than head; head wi thout spines, its anterior part scal el ess. Dorsal
fin single, with 10 spines and 9 soft rays; pelvic fins with an axillary scale; anal fin with 3
spines and 7 soft rays. No filanents in fins; upper |obe of caudal fin pointed in young, blunt
in older fish.

Col our: 6 to 7 yellow stripes along flanks, the stripe below lateral |ine broadest. A spot
(upper part red, lower part yellow green) below origin of lateral line. Dorsal fin rosy, with a
yel low margin and a wel | -defined green/yellow band, parallelled above and bel ow by translucent blue
bands from base of 1st spine to upper half of last soft ray; pectoral fins rosy, the inner side of
pectoral base yellow, pelvic fins hyaline, with 2nd and 3rd rays pinkish; anal fin mlky white with
yellow line frombase of Ist spine to tip of last soft ray; caudal fin usually with white | ower
margin and yellow tip on upper lobe (yellowtip, |ess marked in young fish).
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DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG I N THE AREA:

Al other Nem pterus species: colour pattern different; also,
caudal fin filanment present in many species.

Scol opsis species: a backward pointing spine bel ow eye.

SI ZE:

Maxi mum 30 cm common: 15 to 25 cm  Cmy

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON  AND BEHAVI OUR:

I ndo- Austral i an archi pel ago and north-
ward to Hainan; perhaps nore w despread,
but not always correctly identified.

Bottomliving, to depths of at |east
120 m

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS: ARER

Coastal waters throughout its range. @

5508

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI O\

Separate statistics are not reported for this species. The total reported catch of unclassified
Nem pterus species in 1972 for area 71 (Western Central Pacific) was 49 400 tons (Philippines: 47 300
tons). No data are available for area 57 (Eastern Indian Ccean).

Caught mainly with trawms and |ines.

Marketed mainly fresh, whole; also dried and salted, dry-snoked, fermented, and as cakes.
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