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Brazil

   
poverty and inequality lead to hunger and 

malnutrition. Food and other basic goods and services 
that affect food security, health and nutrition - clean 

drinking water, a clean environment, safe housing conditions, 
schools, health care services - must be available for all people, 

including the poorest.

Why people in Vila Esperança are hungry and 
sick.

What needs to change to make life in Vila Esperança 
better.

How the community is helping itself and what we can do to 
help the community.

With about 180 million people, Brazil is the largest and 
most populous country in South America.
One out of fi ve Brazilians - over 40 million people - lives 
on less than two dollars a day.
Nearly 16 million people, including many children, are 
hungry.
Many people live in slums which lack basic services and 
work opportunities. 
Life in the countryside is hard: nine out of ten rural 
people lack access to clean drinking water and most rural houses 
have no toilets. Nearly fi ve million rural families are landless or struggle               
to survive on small pieces of land. 
Yet Brazil is not a poor country. It is one of the major food producers and exporters 
in the world.  Brazil is also doing well in education: almost all boys and girls (97 per cent) go 
to primary school. 
The Zero Hunger Programme, a massive national effort aimed to fi ght hunger, 
malnutrition and extreme poverty, was launched by the Brazilian government in 2003. 
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Side By Side and Worlds Apart

human rights: advantages that should belong automatically to everyone, such as life, education, 
health care, shelter, food
poverty: not having enough money for basic needs – food, shelter, clothing
commitment: duty, something a person should or should not do
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unemployment: not having work
land dispute: disagreement over who owns a piece of land
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dignity: sense of worth, pride or self-respect
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charity: something given to a person in need
relief programme: temporary help – money, jobs, food, clothing, clean water, shelter, health care 
- given to people in need
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native people: people who have lived in a particular region for thousands of years, the original 
inhabitants of a place
dam: a barrier built to hold the flow of water
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healthy balanced diet: a diet that provides an adequate amount and variety of foods to keep a 
human body healthy and help it grow
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