EDid you know that...]

i

poverty and inequality lead to hunger and
malnutrition. Food and other basic goods and services
that affect food security, health and nutrition - clean
drinking water, a clean environment, safe housing conditions,
schools, health care services - must be available for all people,
including the poorest.

@ome facts about my coun'rr'il

With about 180 million people, Brazil is the largest and
most populous country in South America.

One out of five Brazilians - over 40 million people - lives
on less than two dollars a day.

Nearly 16 million people, including many children, are
hungry.

Many people live in slums which lack basic services and
work opportunities.

Life in the countryside is hard: nine out of ten rural
people lack access to clean drinking water and most rural houses
have no toilets. Nearly five million rural families are landless or struggle

o survive on small pieces of land.

Yet Brazil is not a poor country. It isone of the major food producers and exporters
in the world. Brazil is also doing well in education: almost all boys and girls (97 per cent) go
to primary school.

The Zero Hunger Programme, a massive national effort aimed to fight hunger,
malnutrition and extreme poverty, was launched by the Brazilian government in 2003.

EQead my story to find ou'r..]

S

Why people in Vila Esperancga are hungry and
sick.

What needs to change to make life in Vila Esperanca
better.

How the community is helping itself and what we can do to
help the community.




Side By Side and Worlds Apart

IN THE CLASSROOM OF SANTO | |
ANTONIO MIDDLE SCHOOL
MRS. FERMARDES TEACHES

you know that
millions of people
in Brazil and all over
the world live in poverty and
face serious problems
in their daily life.

People are hungry
every day. They cannot
read and write. Many cannot
find even simple work. They
live in poor houses without
toilets and drink dirty water.

Isn't the Government

supposed to help solve
these problems? That is /

is working hard to solve
them and to meet its
commitment on human
rights. But these
problems continue for
many reasons.

we need to
be aware of the
preblems. Often,
they are all around
us but we do not see
them. Would you like
to know more about
one of the poorest
parts of our town?

all responsible for the world we live in.
Everyone's participation
is needed to solve these problems.

Yeeeesssl!l!

human rights: advantages that should belong automatically to everyone, such as life, education,

health care, shelter, food

poverty: not having enough money for basic needs - food, shelter, clothing
commitment: duty, something a person should or should not do




THE TEACHER HAS ORGANLIED A SCHOOL TRIP
TO VILA ESPERANCA, JUST QUTSIDE A BI&
BRAZILTAM CITY. THE PEOPLE WHO LIVE HERE
LEFT THE RURAL AREAS BECAUSE OF POVERTY,
UNEMPLOYMENT AND LAND DISPUTES.

Yeah, T know.
My mother worries
that I will not grew
and be healthy because
I don't have all the foods I need.

unemployment: not having work

How old are you?

I stopped
going to school
a few years ago.
| /' 1 started working
to earn some money
and help my mother and

my younger brothers,

land dispute: disagreement over who owns a piece of land




I sell
candies, work
as a guard and

wash cars.
Sometimes I sta
in the street
until late at
night, sometimes
I even sleep
in the street.

She would like ¢
to. She looks in
the rubbish for

things that can be
sold and brings
home whatever
can be eaten.

What do you mean?!
You eat food from
the rubbish?!

And your father,
what does he do?

He was killed
when I was
little.

Did the police

who did it?

eatch the people]

; She is

locking for a job,
¥ but city people do

not of fer work to
people from Vila
Esperanga. They think
we are thieves, we are
dirty and are not able
to do the jobs well.

We suffer a lot
because they see
us this way,




Yes, we have no choice.
Mary people get sick.
drink this water? We do not know if it is
because of the garbage,
bad food or dirty water...

our ::Inthr.t But it iz
mot %0 nice, becalse

Vila Esp-u-m;n.
She is very
important in this
community.
She would like f| |Itisour

to show you pleasure to
around. have you here.
. This place is
not as nice as
where you live,
but the pecple here are honest

and are struggling for dignity
and respect for their rights.

Well, P-:u.inir..
I't is a responsibility of government
to ensure that we have basic services such
as water supply, sanitatien, education, and
health care. For a long time it seemed that we
\ live with my were invisible to government and to :m:lr_iy

\ family. m that our m?t

I wonder why rou have
no running water and
garbage collection
here.

dignity: sense of worth, pride or self-respect
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Have you not
demanded
your rights?

Itis
NOT ACCEFTABLE

that poor pecple live in miserable
conditions. Things must change.

That's why we created the

Association of Vila Esperanga. And

we need support, not as charity,

but because it is our right.

¢ Things are now getting better, but it can still
be difficult for people who don't have a birth
certificate or residence document to sign-up
for these programmes. Besides, relief
programmes are not enoughl
We want to work, study
: and buy our own food.

¥ ""-'FF

charity: something given to a person in need

But don't they
know how bad
living like this Maybe not.
is for you? Almost all our
children suffer
from diseases that
could be easily
avoided.

Yes, some relief
programmes distribute food
or even money to buy food.
It's the Government's
. obligation to do what it can to
% ensure our right to food and
- to a dignified life.

Dona Maria,
I saw on TV that the
Government helps poor people.
Do you get this help?

Would you like
to know what Dona Maria
fand the people of Vila Esperanca
are doing to improve their lives?

relief programme: temporary help - money, jobs, food, clothing, clean water, shelter, health care

- given to people in need
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Well, our life here is very hard. If you lock
around closely, you will notice that we lack
things you take for granted. Many children do
not go to school because they have to help their
families. Others become street children because
they have no home.

And where did you,
come from? '

left their villages
hoping to find work
in the city. Others
were forced off
L their own land. Also,
r” some of the native
people living in Vila
Esperanga were
forced to move here
when the dam

was built,

L
T

:i-rfli' 1,

¥
There are still struggles over how this land
should be used. The city is growing and some
people want to force us out.
They have even burned some huts and
destroyed people’s gardens.

When we came here more than twenty
years ago this was abandoned land.
There was no fence and no owner. So we
occupied the land and built cur huts,

were able to build good houses.
Others still live in canvas tents
_and sleep on the ground.

But Dona Maria,
that’s not fairll
People must learn
about the situation.

television
stations should
publicize your

You are right, Pacla;
it isn't fair. But people often
prefer to ignore things that are
disturbing or unfair in society.

native people: people who have lived in a particular region for thousands of years, the original

inhabitants of a place

12 dam: a barrier built to hold the flow of water



o
tell us story
of Pedro. /

N

..but those who call

themselves landowners do
not seem to care about

human rights and dignity.

All they are interested in is
selling this land. Good idea,
' - Ronaldo.
Pedro was one of the first to arrive in Vila Esperanga
they tried to force us out, he attracted attention to owr

problems. He collected signatures, ed
dethongtrations, wwete ke fo kel aad nitiond

newspapers and TV and created the Association

B He is old mr.l:l sick l
t st
Thanks to new "~.?’.':''_r‘"r.".‘ﬂ'i-.'.‘:::I
mes ctions
p-mrk of h.man .':igh$s
groups, our community gets
support from
many Sources.

i Come on, children, let's ll
we will gain our have a snack. Remember,
rights! This is wha ! . people have the right to be

jobs % | freefrom hunger, but they
mﬁ "‘::l“*‘"' - also have the right to
' us smiling and be have a healthy,
despite all the e bedenced 'I.‘III:‘.
problems. children will go o :
school and have a
better future.

healthy balanced diet: a diet that provides an adequate amount and variety of foods to keep a
human body healthy and help it grow
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