
36

IndonesiaIndonesia

local governments, businesses or 
individuals cannot take actions that take away 

people’s access to food, and communities should be involved 
in plans and actions that affect their food security.

How destroying our forest and polluting our 
river affected our village.

What decisions we made to restore our environment.
How we learn to grow fruit and vegetables at school and 

why this is good for us.

With 217 million people, Indonesia is the fourth most 
populous country in the world. 
Made up of more water than land, Indonesia has over 
13 thousand islands, over half of which are uninhabited. The 
country has ten per cent of the world’s remaining tropical 
rainforests that supply people with food, medicinal plants and 
building materials.
Indonesia has seen many crises in recent years such 
as civil confl icts and natural disasters: earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, El Niño, fl oods and tsunamis.  
One out of two Indonesians lives on less than two dollars 
a day. 
Over twelve million people – six per cent of the population – 
suffer from hunger. One out of four children under the age of fi ve (nearly fi ve million) 
are hungry. 
Almost all young people under twenty-four years of age can read and write,
but only half of boys and girls are in secondary school. 
Indonesia recently started a school nutrition programme in poor villages to 
provide children with locally grown snacks made by parents and teachers. 

Did you know that...

This is my country

Read my story to fi nd out...
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orang-utan: a large, long-armed monkey native to Indonesia
logging: removing trees from a forest for timber
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pollute: to release harmful substances into the environment
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violation: when somebody breaks a law or a rule
right to food: the right of every man, woman and child to always have enough food for a healthy 
and active life
obligation: a duty, something a person should or should not do
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swamp: wetland covered by shallow water 
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The End
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Have you 
thought about...
how many things changed for the people in the village when the
forest was destroyed?

how people who lose their ways of making a living can get the   
    food they need?

Is it fair that...
community leaders sometimes make important decisions without 
involving the people?

the government should help people who have their access to 
food taken away?

Everyone can do something
Find out what important decisions are being made by 
your community leaders and encourage your family, friends, 
neighbours and your school to get involved.

So, what do YOU think?
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