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ocal governments, businesses or
individuals cannot take actions that take away
people’s access to food, and communities should be involved
in plans and actions that affect their food security.

[ This is my country ]

With 217 million people, Indonesia is the fourth most
populous country in the world.

Made up of more water than land, Indonesia has over
13 thousand islands, over half of which are uninhabited. The
country has ten per cent of the world's remaining tropical
rainforests that supply people with food, medicinal plants and
building materials.

Indonesia has seen many crises in recent years such
as civil conflicts and natural disasters: earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, El Nifio, floods and tsunamis.

One out of two Indonesians lives on less than two dollars
a day.

Over twelve million people - six per cent of the population -

suffer from hunger. One out of four children under the age of five (hearly five million)
are hungry.

Almost all young people under twenty-four years of age can read and write,
but only half of boys and girls are in secondary school.

Indonesia recently started a school nutrition programme in poor villages to
provide children with locally grown snacks made by parents and teachers.

@ead my story to find out. j
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How destroying our forest and polluting our
river affected our village.

What decisions we made to restore our environment.

How we learn to grow fruit and vegetables at school and
why this is good for us.




Trees, Fish and Orang-utans

orang-utans in the
forest! Like we used
to dol _ -

Hi, Jusafl We haven't
seen you for ages!

Seven year
d to be back again!

Why was the forest
destroyed? 4 g
I » - 7 !_1___ .

| A logging company from
AiY Jakarta cut the trees to sell in
other countries and earn
_money. Tropical wood from our />
A island is very valuable,__~f"

very valuable for our community.
It provided our village with so
many necessary things: fruits,
[ pices, oils, nuts.., -

Ma, it is wrong.
The forest was logged
illegally. See that house over ¢
there? Our community leaders
had a deal with the legging
com : they got a public
building and the company Aas
got a permit to cut
. the trees ]
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hey cheated us. Ou -
and food are gone and the community got
a very small part of the money that was

what shall we do? The forest
s gone and we have lost our ways of

A\ making a living and access to all
! these things. Is it right?




Trees, Fish and Orang-utans

Of course, It is our
right to have a say
in decisions that
affect us.

And the orang-
utans? Where
did they go?

They moved
further away.

- That is not fair! -
How come the community
leaders didn't ask us villagers?
This deal affected our lives!
Don't we have a right to know
what is going on?

But how do they move
the trees from here? They
_ are so huge and heavy! &

o : ; i ﬁif‘rzr th rqrfe -[:iu; '.:ushes offrﬁnd p-nllu‘l'usd
; e logs are Tlog own the water. The river use
FurThﬂ}:_“‘“ﬂYﬁgf“" T see the river. They are covered to be clear before the
N :mn“}gﬁ%m %E, is with a special chemical that logging started. Now look
jm% it iy locks like black wil. how muddy it is!

Meither swim, N,
nor fish... Because of

water pollution lots
of fish died,

Mow we can't
swim in the river
any more...




Many families
face this problem,
Rusmiati. They are
not able to feed
themselves through
their own efforts,

Far a fisherman, no
fish means less food
and no income.
And less food and
no work means A N%

hunger. A

So what can we do
about the vielation of
our right to food?

> Tomorrow
at the floating
market there will be
4 a big gathering of forest
| experts. They will give
you hints on what could
be done to protect your
land and water
and improve your
access to food,

to flghT illegal logging.

We can help clean up the river.
"\, We can get organized and
plant a new forest.

ook! What are
these women

we.uvrn

Yes. Hunger is a
violation of the human right
to food. Our leaders have an
obligation to ensure that all of us
are free from hunger. They must
a\ enable people to provide for
? themselves and their
A families.
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ese plnnfs grow in
our forest and need high trees to
climb and hang on to. When the
forest is lugged rattan is no
er there.

ur men used to
collect rattan near the
village, now they have to walk —-
far to find it... We need rattan
because we make many useful And then ~ |
hings out of it: fishing traps what do they
baskets, mats. do with these
things?
1
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They sell them and buy food,
clothes and other essentials

That is why it is important to
reforest logged areas.




Trees, Fish and Orang-utans

HAVING SAID 600D-BYE TO THE GAME PARK
RANGERS THE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE ON THEIR
WAY HOME,

Well, we have got
some good news too.

to grow our own
food and take

I THE NEXT MORNING.. I

So what secref
is waiting for
me at school?

-..where we
plant dif ferent
fruits and
vegetables.

; This is Jus

-uur cousin. 4

will be helping us in the
rden today. :

(- sp it into our \
suul groups...

..We shall have
a Watering Group,
a Weeding Group, a Compost
Group and a Fruit Group.




We have to collect
pineapples and other fruits,
put them in these baskets
and take them to the

do you do with
the fruit?

ere
and sometimes there is so
much fruit that we even

Don't you have a
garden in rnur
school?

3 Doaﬁhy?ur mum h
ways help you wit ;
wi . the gardening? ;-L‘
TR > Mo, todoy it is her tum.
¥ All mothers take turns to
~\_help us. They volunteer to cook
. our school meals too.

Different foods

Everything that our
v, _mothers prepare for us._4id

you have _
W, for snack? A0 &




Trees, Fish and Orang-utans

Do the L el
students
for this 'Fnl?:g? H

, the government <}
v supplies us with some
o 5 food and money for the
: school feeding
programme.
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Q Because the villagers

government help families
who lost their income
because of the

illegal legging.

demanded that the )

Ever since the trees were
cut and the river polluted it has not
been so easy. OF course, we would
prefer not to depend on the state's aid
but be able to get
our own food.

You mean, people
here cannot get
enough food

on their own?

Ghuf plant this is?

Who can tell me

_ ; You are right!
Sago palms need water for growth,
And we need sago to cook our food and
build our houses. Some families sell the
starch that comes from

It grows along the
river banks and in

Would you like to
plant some




There is a meeting of forest

experts at the floating market
today. They will show you where and
how to plant the seeds

Floating market?

That must be the
gathering the park
rangers invited us to.

. | Thank you for
coming. Let's go up the river |
to the place where we shall 8§

, plant sago trees. g

Your community, of course.
This land belongs to your village and
it is your right to decide how Yo use
the trees that grow on it.

i trees? Who will decide
3 " how to use them?

T ————

Unbelievable! One day this small -
seedling will provide us with 5
flour, biscuits, starch, brooms.. ]




Trees, Fish and Orang-utans

BACK AT THE RIVER BANK... e

!:: is fu bm;’ﬂ:fivu'
re! Hopefully,
the riw.r'p:rill be
clean again and fish
will be backl

Everyone
is flying kites!

Hopefully, our
rights will be
. respected!




[So, what do YOU think?
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Have you
thought about. ..

how many things changed for the people in the village when the
forest was destroyed?

how people who lose their ways of making a living can get the
food they need?

Is it fair that...

community leaders sometimes make important decisions without
involving the people?

the government should help people who have their access to
food taken away?

Everyone can do something

Find out what important decisions are being made by
your community leaders and encourage your family, friends,
neighbours and your school to get involved.
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