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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 

 

The recognition that deep-sea fisheries, as a result of technological development and market demand, 

are, in many areas, being exploited at increasingly unsustainable rates and, in some cases, with 

considerable damage to benthic habitats, has lead to concern on the part of many States over the 

conservation, management and governance of deep-sea fisheries.  

 

The management challenges of deep-sea fisheries, and particularly demersal deepwater fisheries, were 

discussed at the twenty-sixth session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) in 2005. FAO has 

undertaken a range of activities to address recommendations in this context.  

 

The Expert Consultation on Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas was convened in answer to the 

concerns and suggestions made at the twenty-sixth session of COFI and took place from 21 to 23 

November 2006 in Bangkok, Thailand. Experts from a range of disciplines and geographic areas were 

brought together to analyse four main aspects of deep-sea fisheries in the high seas: the overall 

resource, management of the resource, legal issues, and high seas marine protected areas.  

 

This consultation followed DEEP SEA 2003, an international conference on governance and 

management of deep-sea fisheries held in New Zealand. The Expert Consultation sought to further 

develop understanding of the management of deep-sea fisheries and endeavoured to advance guidance 

on potential technical guidelines for the conservation and management of deep-sea fisheries.  

 

The Expert Consultation is the first of a number of activities addressing issues of high-seas deep-sea 

fisheries. Funding was provided by the Government of Japan (through a project entitled, “Promotion 

of sustainable fisheries: support for the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable 

Development”).   

 

The Consultation was organized and convened by Dr Dominique Gréboval with support from Dr Ross 

Shotton (co-convener) and Blaise Kuemlangan. Input and assistance was provided by Jessica Sanders 

(FAO Consultant) and Louise-Anne Le Bailly offered secretarial support.   

 

This report includes an overview of the presentations and discussions held during the consultation, and 

also presents the conclusions and recommendations agreed upon by participants. Four background 

documents commissioned by FAO are published in this report, together with additional 

complementary documentation and presentations that were provided by participants.  
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ABSTRACT 
 
This Expert Consultation was convened in order to address continuing global concerns 

regarding deep-sea fisheries in the high seas and to build on outputs from previous 

conferences. The impetus for the consultation also emerged from recommendations of the 

twenty-sixth session of COFI (2005). Four main aspects of deep-sea fisheries in the high seas 

were highlighted: the overall resource, management of the resource, legal issues, and high 

seas marine protected areas. The consultation sought to improve knowledge of management 

issues and constraints. Activities that build on this information will follow in 2007 and 2008.  

 

This document contains an overview of the meeting and the main conclusions and 

recommendations developed by the participants. In addition the four background papers that 

were commissioned for the consultation, as well as complementary presentations and 

documents presented in Bangkok are included.  
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