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PREPARATICN OF THIS DOCUMENT

This Is the raport of the Expert Consuitation on tha Marking of Fishing Gaar, as approved by the participoants ot the conclugion
of the meeting held in Victoria, Britich Columbia, Canada, 15-19th July 1891,

The Report is comprised of thres parts. Part | containg a summary record of the discuzsions of various issues involved in
preparing the Guidelinos and Technical Specifications for the marking of fishing gear. Part Il containe the Guidelines for the
Application of a Standard Systom for the Marking of Fishing Goar. The Lizt of Participants is given in Part lll. The Appendices
are pregented in o supplemant.

PRESENTATION DU DOCUMENT

Voicl le rapport, tel qu’approuvé par les participants, de [a Consultation d’experts sur le marquage des ongine de pache, qui
s'est tenue & Victorla, Colombie britannique, Canada, du 14 au 19 juillet 1991,

Ce rapport ost divisd en trois parties. La premidre est un résumé des discussions qui ont porté sur les différentes questions
dvoqubes lors de la préparation d'un systéme normalisé de marquage dee sngins de pdche. Lz seconde partie comprend les
directives relatives & I'application pour le marquage des enging de péche. La liste des particlpants est dennée dans la troisidme
partie. Les appendices gont présentées doans un supplément,

PREPARACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO

Este es of informe de la Consulta de Expertos sobre ol marcado del equipo de pes‘ca, aprobada por los participantas
al final de la reunion celebrade en Victoria, Columbia Britdnica (Canada), del 14 al 19 julio de 1991,

El informe comprende trec partes. La Parte | contiene un registro sumario de lae discusiones de varios aspectes vineulados

o la preparacién de un sistemo paro ¢l maracado del equipo do Pescado, La Parte If contiene los Bases de un Sistema pars el
marcado del aquipo de pascado, lLa Lista de Participantes figura en Ia Parte I,

Distribution/Distribucidn

FAQ Member Nations and Associnte Members/Etats Membres et membres

asgociés de la FAOQ/Estados Miembros y Miembros Asociados de fa FAD

Participants at the meeting/Participants & la consultation/Participantee en o
consulta '

Other Interested Nations and international arganizations/Autres pays et
organisations naticnales ot internaticnales intéressés/Otros paises y
organizacionas nacicnales e internacionales interesados

FAO Figheries Department/Département des péches da la FAD/Departmento de
Pegeon de la FAO

Fisheries Officers in FAC Regional Offices/Fonctionnaires des paches dans les
Bureaux régionaux de In FAQ
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ABSTRACT

The Repert of the Consultation reviaws the decisions taken by COFl and the interest of IMG in the establichment of
& standardised systom for the marking of fishing gear, which lead up to tha Consultation. The various advantages of having
a standard system are highlighted and the requirements that such a sygtom should meet ore listed. Comments and suggestions
with regard to the lights and shapes to be displayed by fishing vessels are directed to MO for their consideration. The Report
concludes that o standardised system for the marking of fishing gear s both decirable and feasitle,

The sacond part of the document gives guidelines for the application of & Stondard System for the Marking of Fishing
Gaaor and is formulated in such a manner that administrations can incorporate the procedures and systems into their fighing
ragulations. Recommendations with regard to the marking of fish aggregations devices and Artificial Reefs ara given.

In the Appendicas {presentad in a supplement), Appendix 1 gives examples of Marks and Yage thot can bo used to
mark fishing gear. Appendix 2 gives rocommandations with regard to where tha tags should be ottached to the various fishing
gears and Appendix 3 danle with the Rules to be observed In marking fishing gear so that its presance ond extent s obvious
to otheor seafarers.

RESUME

Le rapport révise lee décisions du Comité des péches et I'intérét de I"Organisation Maritime Internationale [OML 3 la
création d'un systéme de marquage des enginc de pécha développé par In Consultation. Les avantages d'un systéme normaligé
sont énumérée, Los observations ot suggestions concernant les feux et eignaux prévus pourlec naviret devraiont 8tre soumises
& I"OMI pour que colls-ci los axamine. Le rapport conclut qu‘un systdme normalizéd de marquage dee angine de péche ast possible
et désirable,

La deuxidme pariie du ropport donne les directives relatives 3 I'application d’un systdme normalisé de marquage des
engins de péche et fournit les &léments de bosé nécessaires 3 la rédaction d'une Iégislation appropriée. Des recommandations
concernant le marquage des dispositifs d'attraction du poisson et des récifs artificiels sont données.

Dans les appendices (prépentées dans un supplément), I'appendice 1 donne des exemples des marques et décrit les
caractéristiquas techniques proprament dites. L'appendice 2 donne les recommandations ol les margues doivent étre fixés oelon
le type d'engin de péche et I'appendice 3 traite les rdgles du marquage des engins pour signaler leur position zux outres
navigateurs. .

RESUMEN

El informe de la consults revisa la decisién del Comité de pesca y el interés de |a Organizacidn Maritima internacional
(oW} en la crescin de un sistema uniformo para o] marcado del aquipo de pesca. Lac ventsjas de un sistema uniforme acentfian
Y los requisitos listan. Las obgervaciones y sugarenciae se refioren o lus luces y formas utilizadas per las embarcaciones que se
precentardn a la OMI pora su consideracidn. El informe coneluye que un sistema uniforme pata el marcade del equipo de pasca
oc pasible y daseabls,

En la sequnde parte del dacumento, se dan los orlentacionas pars ia aplicacién de un sistema unifarme para el marcade
del equipo de pescn y estas oricntaciones tionen también el objetive de servir de base para la proparacidn de una legislacion
adecuade. También so dan recemendaciones con relacién al marcado de los dispositives de ngregaecion de los.peces vy de los
arrecifes artificinles.

£l Apendice 11 da ejomplos de mareas y las especificnciones técnicas concretae, El Apendics 2 ofrece recomendaciones
sobre ol lugar en que deburén colocarse [os distintos ortes de pesca y of Apendice 3 trata do log reglamentos del marcado del
equipo de pesco para indicor lo poglcién a los otros marinos. {Apendices as en uno Suplemento)
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PART I

REPORT OF THE CONSULTATION
INTRODUCTION:
1. At the 18th Secsion of 1the FAD Committee on Fisheries, it was noted that for the purpose of datermining ownarship,

no International ragulations, guidelines or common practices exist for the marking of fishing gear deployaed cutside of national
Jurladictions, Some delegations noted the problem as it related to the protoction of living marine resources from entanglement
In fishing nets and in the case of discarded fishing gear. 1t was noted that tho elaboration of a standard for the marking of fishing
gear waould be of banefit to coactal etates and recommendad that further studies should be undertaken.

2. In connaction with this discuesion, most delogations agroed that there was aleo a need tor a reviaw of lighte and chapes
displayoad by voseele angaged in fishing and certain types of fishing gear. The Comrmittes invited the Director-General of FAQ
to bring this mattaer to the attention of the Internationat Maritime Organization {IMO), and noted that careful consideration must
be given to the costo that any changes may imply.

3, The Marltime Safety Committee {MSC] of IMO consldered the request of the Diractor-Ganerat for a raview of the
ragulations ralated to lighte and shapes {Collision Regulations) at its Fifty-eighth Session, 21-26 May 1980, and, after
coneideration raferred the issue to its Sub-Commitiee on Navigation which met 3-7 Septamber 1290,

4. Tho Sub-Committes on Navigation decided that consideration might ba given to a possible amendment of Rule 26 of
the 1972 Collision Regulations and requested Members to submit comments and proposals on tha naed to amend Rule 26 atits
next seaslon,

5. Tho Sub-Committea on Navigation aleo noted that FAQ imtended to convone an Export Consultation on tha marking
of fishing gear, whera the identification of ownership of Jost, abandonad and unattended fishing gear was to heo considered.
Since this Issue constituted a hazard to sea mammals and birds as well a5 to the safety of navigation the Sub-Committee would
conglder racommendations resulting from the FAQC Expert Consultation.

6. In order to prepare for the Expert Consultation on the marking of fishing gear, an ad-hoc Working Group wag convened
in Rome, 28-29 January, 1291. The Group reviewed existing international and national rules and regulatione concerning the
masrkings of fishing gesar and addressed the magnitude of the problem. [n this connection the working group idontitiad:

i) the need to mark fishing gear for the purpose of establishing ownership of the gear;
il} the need to mark fishing gear for the purpese of indicating ite position in tha sen;

ili) the need to review, and pethops make recommendations faor changas to Rule 26 {and aggsociated Annex )
of the Regulations for Preventing Collisione st Ses {COLREGS) for the display of lights and shapes by fishing
vessels engaged in fishing.

7. The Committae on Fisherles, at its Nineteenth Session held in Rome, 8-12, April, 1991, was adviged of the findings
of the Working Group and that an Expert Consultation would be convenad in Canada in July 19981 to dovelop a aystem for the
marking of fishing gear on the basls of existing technology. The Report of the Consultation would be considered by FAO regional
fisherles bodies whose commants will be taken into consideration prior 1o refarring the standards nnd guidelines to IMO for issuos
reloting to safety of navigation and subeaquent discussion to the Twentieth Session of the Committes.

8. Tho Expert Consultation on the marking of tiching gear was hald in Victoria, Britlsh Columbla, Canada 14-19 July 1991
where guidaelines for a syatem were preparad. A number of experis participated In tha Consultatlen and are listed in Part Hll of
thiz Report. In adopting the Report, one of the participants requested his rasorvations with ragard to the Guidolines for the
Marking of Fiching Goar be notad. v
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THE BASIS FCR & SYSTER FOR THE MARKING OF FISHING GEAR
9. A system for the marking of fiching gear wae developed on the basio of the following raquiremonts:

i} a simple and Inexpensive system by which marks could be eacily attached to fishing gear that would not
Interforae with the performance of the gear, and which would pormit sasy identification of ownership of ganr
and tha identification of the position of gear In the water,

fi} o system that was withaut prejudics to international conventions, notiona! and bilaters! practices.
lii} implemeantation would be at minimum cost to Governmants.

v} + tha system should benefit fichors, Including eafoty ot sen considerations, as wall as contributa to responclble
.+ fishing as reloted to protoction of the environment.

10, The Consuitation discussed whether it wan neceseary te include all types of fishing gear in developing o nystem, or
whather b syetem should only include geare that were not attached to a veseef and were therefore unattended, It was dacided
that all gears ehould be included in the syetem, and it was noted that the guidellnos for the implementation of a system would
allow Govarnments to select only thase gears that were required to be marked in any natlonal situation.

1. The Consultation also recognized that while there was clearly o noed to develop a system for the marking of tishing
gear to improve respongible fishing practices, there was equolly a need for other users of the seas, lakes and rivers to examine
thoir practices with a view to discharging thelr reeponsibilities in connection with tho protection of tho environment. In this
conneclion a number of unacceptable practicas were discussed which chould be brought to nttention of IMO.

12, During the discussion concerning the preparation of a system for the marking of fishing gear, the expeorts were sssistec
by disploys of some of the available equipment for the marking of fishing gear for ownership as well as for ita position in tha
water. It was notod that the costs of the equipment displayed ranged from simple, i maxpenclva wchnology to more advonced,
yet moderately priced equipment,

MARKING OF FISHING GEAR TO DETERMINE OWNERSHIP

13, In the diseussion soncerning tho need te mark fishing gear os 0 means to identify ownership of such gaar, the
Consultation noted that this practice is already common for some gears around the world. The practise doveloped from a cloar
nead for fishers to identify thelr tishing gear ns 2 means to prevent its theft and interference of the gear by other fishers. In the
same way, the Consultation considared that extending thie practice to the marking of other gears, in particular the astablishment
of an accoptable standard method of marking fishing gear for ownership, would banafit fishers in thoir damage claime for gear
dostroyed by atheor ugors of the gen, This could resuitin a more effective insurence cover for fishera in cartaln parts of the world.

14, - It was further noted that the ldentification of fishing gear for ownership could significontly contribute to fisheries
management where the amount ot gear deployad by any fisher waa restricted.

15, In the digcussion on the effect of matking fishing gear for ownership as 8 means to provent tha discard of gear at sea,
the Censuitation notad that the removal of iderditification marks from gear before discarding gear overboerd could be a slimple
task and therefore not a sufficient deterrent to stop such practices, However, if a system could be implamented requiring fishers
to report the position of fost gear to # competent authority, without penalty, thers wauld thug bo little Incentive for many 1o
remove ldentitication marks. The roporting of positions of lost gear would, howaever, have & signifleant benefit in determining
the magnitude of lost gear as an environmental hazard,

16, In thie conneetion, the Coneuitation noted that manufacturers of non-biodegradabin fishing goar materiale should e
raquirad to provide meeans by which their material could be identifiod and for which rocords of commerciol salos of such materisl
would enable government authoritios to trace discarded gear to the purchagers of such material. In this way, the Consultation
believed that the practise of discarded goar at sas would be more sffectively discoursged.



17. It was further noted thot Governments may wish to give attention to providing appropriate meane of sncouraging fisheors
to bring any redundant gear ashore for subsequent disposal, for instance by an incentive scheme, and thus ramove any nood for
its discard at sea. A number of other uses of used fishing gear were recognized by the Consultation.

18. Concerning the neod to maintain a register of ownership of fishing gear, tha Consultation was of the opinicn that
Administrations needed only to congider providing a regicter of ownership of gear where such gear iz not assoclated to, nor part
of, a licensad or registered fiching vescel. The only additional roquirement for a reglster would ba whera the amount of gear
permitted by regulation iz restricted. The Consultation wes therefore, of the opinion that the requiremont for a register waa
minimat and the adoption of the system for marking fishing gear would be of minimbai cost to Governments.

MARKING OF GEAR T€=) INDICATE POSITION

12, Virtually gl fishers mark their deployed gear, if not attached to the vessel, with some kind of buoy or float go ns to
ensure it con bo relecated and retrieved and to warn other marinere of the prosenco of tha gear. Although such markings may
bo required in some regione by national legislation or international agreoment, thera is no global standard for such marks and
actual practice vorios widely.

20, Tha Consultation tock note of existing practica and the general obligation to mark nnything pincad in the gea that might
present o hazard to other mariners. The requirements of the Conventlon’on the Conduct of Fishing Operations In the North
Atlantic {the so-calied London Policing Conventionl, which is not actually in force, were noted ag examples of how some types
of gesr can be marked to indicate position,

21, There waos agreament that in order to protect the fishers and their gear and to warn mariners and their vessels of the
presence of deployed fishing gear, a standard system of lights and shapes would he useful,

22, The Consultation also agreed that the technical specifications of such o system would need to be distributed to oll
mariners £o that all would know and undarstand the marks, lights, radar reflactors and shapes that might be ancountered ot ges.
Such information would need 10 be included in training pragrams not only for fishers but other mariners as well,

23. It was pointed out that eome fishing gear that presents a surface hazard may oxtend for many milos and may or may
not ba attached to the fishing vescel from which it was deployed: in many cases the gear may be encountored by a transitting
vessel when there is no fishing veseel in sight at all. Accordingly, such gear should ba marked so as to indicate both its position
and extent.

v

24. Any visible mark will Indicote the position of that portion of the gear to which it is directly asttachad But will not
necessarily indicate the extent of the gear as a whole, In fact, none of the currantly employed marking tochniques do much to
indicote extent of geor. For axample, even if a fong set of gesr wae marked at one mile intervale with white lights {a current
practice} the white lights could easily be mistalten for a number of small craft with nothing between them or & sarias of marks
of bottom set gear with no surface connection between them, etc.. Accordingly, come more specific means were raquired to
be deviged to indicate o continuous line of surface hazard,

25, In thic regard, it was agraed that the solution at night is to adopt the use of yellow lights for the marks, at suitable
intervals, for such gear. The yellow is indicative of a special hazard and cautions the mariner to remain well clear. §f adoptad
in this circumatance it would alert the mariner to be alert for similar marks in o line of gear presanting o surface hazard. In the
daytime, colcured flags might serve the same purpose. Additionally, for both night and day, radar reflogtors should be omployed.

26, Tha Consultation agreed that radio bencon buoys, transpondere and other more sophisticated devices might well be
of gignificant usa to the fisher, but wera not likely to contribute elgnificantly to the golution for the general mariner,
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27, A further problom was nated by the Consultation in respect of vessels, such os geiners, which are hampored to o
significant oxtant by their gear and for which the lighz or shape indicating the direction of deploymont of the gear is aecenticlly
moaninglese due to constant manceuvring. In such cases, ac noted in the COLREGS soction holow, an affective colution may
he to extend the uze of the yellow/amber lights prescribed for purse seiners 1o use by other simitarly encumberad vessels,

28, The Congultation agroed that FAD staff should be given the task to further develop the technica! details of tha merkings
in accordance with the above diccussions,

LGHTS AND SHAPES

29, The Expert Consultation considerad the issues raised in the report of the Ad Hoc Working Group, and in the guldance
from COFI, ns ralatad to Rule 26 of the Internationnl Regulations for Preventing Cellisions at Sea, 1372‘(COLHEGSI, and Annax
11 10 the COLREGS, with respact to the lights and shapes displayed by fishing vessels engaged in fishing, to determine whether
ony recommendations should bo mada for revisions to the COLREGS,

30. Thoe Consultation agreed thet FAO should offer tha comments and suggeslione below to the Intarnational Marltime
Erganization (MO} for thelr consideration. Three items for possible revision were agraad:

Firat, that tho option of displaying a {fish) basket in lisu of two canes apaxag togethor by vessels under 20 motros {Ruls
26 (B)i} and Rule 26 {c}(il} should bo diseontinued and all such vesesls ba roquired to display the two conoe,

Thic recommendation is based on the perceived inconsiztent interprotation of the bagket shape and the lack
of ovailability of the traditional basket in many areas of the world.

Secand, that the lighte provided for, on an optional basic, in Annex 1l for une hy fiehing vessels engaged in fishing In
closo proximity to other vessels engaged in fishing should be:

B made mandatary for flshing vessels over 20 metres in length; . '
it} required when fishing in sight of any other vessel {rather than just other vessels angaged in fishing).

Thie recommendation is based on the view of the Consultation that the display of such lights ¢an provide
usotul infarmation to all mariners In sight, not merely other. nearby fishing vessels, And, gince the information
sa displayed is useful, mariners should be able to rely on its display at all times, not just when the fisher
chooses to exercise the option.

Third, that the lights provided for in Annex Il for display by purse seiners should slso be prescribed for use by other
vessols engagad in fishing operations when those operations invelve extensive alterstion of course or apoed, or both,
and whon the vessel is hampared by its gear.

This recommendation is baged on the view of the Consultation 1hat certain tishing veesais other than purse
seiners (such as, for example, Danish seiners) when setting and working thelr gear, are severely hampered
by their gear and may be mangeuvting in ways that could appear unpradictable or confusing to a non-ficher
mariner,

The Consultation noted that if the nbove changes to COLREGS (Rule 26 {dl) and Annex Il were to bo made,
the Title of Annex I} would also need to ba changed.

31. In a different vein, the Consultation discussed several other isgues but recommended na other changss to COLREGS.
The Consultation noted the increasing use of high power strobe lights in some regions by fishing vesoele at anchor at night and
not engaged in fiching, and noted thot the current use of such lights is to cover the fact that a prepear lookout is not being
maintained {in viclation of Rule 5 of the COLREGS). The Consultation was advised that ths lights are required by insurance
companies writing coverage on the veasels and recognized the value of the lights in drawing attention to the presonce of those
vessels. While noting the viclation of Rule 5, the Consultation was, nevertheless, of the opinion that the practice of using strobe
lighte should not be discouraged,



32, The Consultation slzo took note of the growing use of high powered (eg. halogen) deck lights te lluminate working
arans at night. Cortainly such lights may often obscure the vessel’s novigation lights and may ales limit the ability of the watch
to cea bayond tho loom of the lights. At first glance, thie would seem to be in violation not only of Rule 26 {a) but alzo the
practiee of good geamanship. On further consideration, however, itis clear that the high power deck lights provide a major safety
enhancoment for fichers operating machinery and handling fiching gear on docks. Given Rula 20 {b) of the COLREGS, what is
requirad-ie for vesool operators to make every attempt to chield end direct the beams of their work lights so a8 to confine the
light to the work area, and away from the watch In the pilot house and the lookout.

33. The Consultation noted that, in the COLREGS, a single white light iz prescribed for a vessol of loss than seven metres,
a sziling vessel and a vessel under cars, and therefore white lighte should proferably not be usad to mark the position of fishing
gear. The Coqsultatlon agreed that consideration should ba given to the use of yellow/amber lights on deployad flehing gear.
Similarly, it was noted that the lights and shapes prescribed in Rule 26 {c)fi} provide ne meaningful information to approaching
vessels as ta the axtent of fishing gear extending more than 150 metres horizontally from the fishing vessel. Indeed, such gear
may extend for tens of miles and be encountered long before the deployving fishing vesse! is in sight.

34. Accordingly, the Consuitation agreed that there le a need for spacific surfsce marking on deployed gear, that the
ctandards for such marks naed to be made known to the maritime community as a whole and that there is some justification for
adopting yellow lights for such gear 1o indicate the special hazards associated with it and the need to give it o wide berth. Since
the issue is marking of gear rather than vessels, however, the Consultation agreed that the standard marking chould not be
included in the COLREGS.

3B, In this regard, concern was expresced that in some developing countries the technology to produce yellow fights Instoad
of white might not exist at present. The Consultation noted that there would likely be some simple solutions to that problem
{such ns colouring the inside of existing lenses| but whers the problem was intractable & phase-in period might be necessary,

CONCLUSION:

36. The system described in the guidelines for the marking of fishing gear meets the criterin established in paragraph 09
of this report and can be adopted as n system.

37. Additionally, the system will substantially contribute to the ability of member States to moaet their abligations under
MARPOL. The marking system should rasult in less gear being abandoned nt sea and a greater likelihoed of lost gear reporting
systems being effective, potentially enhancing the ability to ratrieve such gear,

&



PART I

GUIDELINES FOR THE APPLICATION OF A
STANDARD SVYSTEM FOR THE MARKING OF FISHING GEAR

1. INTRODUCTION

Thesa guldelines have boon doveloped with reguard to the format followad by the Food and Agriculturs Orgenization for the
Standard Systam for the Marking of Fishing Vessels. The guidelines ore in two parte. The first cutlines an approach to devatoping
o standard system for the marking of fiching gear; the second providas actunl tachnica! spacifications for the marke and where
thay should be placed on various types of gear. These guidelines are also designed to provide a basis for drafting appropriate
legislation. They will provide administrators, owners ond users of fiching gear with a roference and & moane of providing
information and guidanca 1o the fiching community,

Az with the marking of fishing vessely, it is likely, in the firet instance, that the standard system and epacifications for the
marking of fishing gear recommonded would be used on & voluntary basis.

The two main purposes of the guidelines ara to:
il identify ownerchip of the fishing gear, and
ii} identify its position.
The first requirement is more easily met since the methods of identification are technicolly elmple and internationally epproved
marking systems can be readily appliad. The identification of the position of the fiching geor ls mare complicated because of the
possible conilict with other forms of position identifiers employed by other users of the seas, rivars and lakes, In some casas,
International Cenventions are in force regulating the use of such merks. For these ressons, some guidance is given on how
conflict with other systems can be aveided,
2. GENERAL PROVISIONS
2.1 Purpese and Scope
2,1.1 Fishing gear should bhe marked for identification of ownership and its position as an oid to fisherlas
management, safety of navigation and the protection of the maritimo environment.
2.1.2 For tho purpose of the stondard system, fishing gaar to be marked refars to any typo of fishing goar
or fishing implement used in any fishery.’

2.2 Definitions

Fizharies Administration: The governmant body er any designated authority responsible for the
management and control of fisheries and empowered to impose fishing regulations.

Qumer: An owner is the person, persons or entity holding title 1o tha fishing gear. This term may

include skippers and any other parsons for the time being responsible for the speration of the
fishing gear in question.

2.3 Stwndard Marking System Objectives
The objectives of the standard system are to:

1] provide 2 simple, workable, and enfarceable means of identliying the ownership and position of
fishing gear

' This deas not imply that all fishing gear need necescarily be marked but only that which Iz considered practical and
necessary,



iif}

7
provide a system which can ba universally adopted

aid resource management systome and meot obligations of international convontions

3. THE MARKING SYSTEM
3.1 General
3.1.1 Fisharlas Administrations should onsura that suitabls marke Indicating cwnership are nttached to

3.2

3.1.2

313

3.1.4

alt fishing geoar carrled on or deployed from any vessel, or used for the purpose of fishing from
boaches, lakes or river banks, ete. Such a roguiroment should apply only whare an Fisheries
Administration conaiders it practical and necessary to the proper managemant of ita {isherios, It
may aleo assist in moeting it obligations under appropriate international conventions. Initinlly, their
introduction should ba without prejudice to any existing national marking sysiem which falls within
tha ambit of these guidelines.

So that the marks can identify the owner of the gear, o unique identifier {marker distinguiching
symbeol, ate.} chould ba fssuaed by tho Flsheries Administration to the owner of tho gear. This will
ha capable of being crosa-referenced 1o the Regicter of Gear refarred to in 3.2.3. Applications for
gear marks ora referred to under 4.1,

Appendix 1 {in a Supplement} describes tags and other means for the identification of ownership.

Appendix 2 (in a Supplement} indicates where the tag er mark should be fixed to the ficking gear.

Register of Marks

3.2.1

3.22

3.2.3

3.2.4

Marke should be of a type and design approved by the Fisheries Administration and fitted in
accordance with technical spaeifications provided below. '

The marks should be:

- simple

- inexpenslve

- aasily manufacturad having regard to locally avallable matarials

- easily read or deciphered

- easily attached or bonded to the fishing gear

- able to stay attached

- durable

- degigned not to interfere with the operation and parformance of the
fishing geer and, in the case of tags, capable of accepting a variety
of printed or embossed data.

Such marking may be a condition of any fishing licence and should be recorded in the form of a
fishing gear register. The register should also contain details of fishing gear which is not subject
to a licensing regime but is nevertheless considered by the Figheries Administration to require
marking.

The ragister should record as a minimum the following information:

. type of mark

- serial number

- date lssued

- namo and addrass of owner
- type of geor [FAO Code)

- material

- general aren of use; and

- pringipal target species
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Record of Gear Lost or Found

3.3.1 A record/rggister of fishing gear reported s being found, Tost, shandened, or otherwise dicposed
of? should be maintsined by the Fisheries Administration. This racerdfragister should include dotaile
of:

- type of gear

- any fiching gesr marks

- tho markings on the gear

- date, tima, pogition of loss, depth of water ete.
- roncon for logs {if known}

- weather conditions

- any other relavant information.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF OWNERS OF GEAR AND ASHERIES AUTHORITIES

4.1 Any owner wishing to use fishing gear should malto opplication to the Fisheries Administration for the issue
of an approved gear mark or for npproval of the owner's own mark. In dolng so, the applicant should provide
the fallowing details:

- name, nddress, name of boat {if relevant)
- gear type

- material

- expoctad crea of use”

- principal target species®

4.2 Where gear is lost from a vessel, tha ewner of the gear concerned chould immediately warn other mariners
tiiving details of the lost gear. Skippers of foreign vessals which have lost gear while fishing in the waters
of & Coastal State should-be required to report to the Fisheriee Administration of the Coastal Stota concorned.
The Fisherles Administration should promulgate the details and lagt known position of any goar lost by the
most effective local means such as navigation warnings broadcast as marine- safety information eg.
Coastguard as information services. .

4.3 Where gear is not used from a vessel and it is lost or abandoned, deteails of the goar chould be reported to
the Fisheries Administration by the owner of the gear.

4.4 In the event that the skipper of the vesse! concerned is not the owner of the lost or abandonad fishing gear,
tha skipper wili:

i} have the report endorsed by the owner or agent of the gaar;
it be considered by the administration concerned as a reprasentative of the ownar if it is impractical
1o meet the conditions of {i} above.

GEAR BAANUFACTURERS

5.1 Manuincturers could be encouraged to keep registers of the type of gear or parts theroof, the materials of
construsticn and the name and address of the customer®.

5.2 Retailers, if difforent from the manufacturer, could also be encouraged to keep customer recards in the form

required by the owner to report 1o the Fisheries Administration for the allocation of the mark.

Includee fishing gear scld or put ashore and destroyed,

Gear which is not subject to o lieensing regime as described in para 3,2,3 may be axempt from this raquirament.

A standard form may euffice which could also bs used by the owner in support of his application for the allocation of
a “mark”.
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RECOVERY OF LOST OR ABANDONED FISHING GEAR

6.1 The Fisheries Adminisiration should ensure that owners of fishing gear have ndequate equipinent for the
racovery of gear.

6.2 in the avent of the failure of the owner to recover any lost or abandoned gear, particularly if it:

- ) presente a hazard to navigation or surface and sub-surface vessels
- fouls reefs

- fouls spawning bads

- becomes an impediment to fishing, or

- continues to ghost fish

ths Fisheriae Administration should take approprinte action te recovar the gear.
6.3 Figheries Administrations should encournge the re-ugo of recoverad goear.
SALVAGE OF LOST OR ABANDONED FISHING GEAR
7.1 Notwithstanding national legislation covering salvage, the foliowing rules should apply;

i) Fishing gear found or picked up at sen whether marked or unmarked should be deflvered as soon
ag possible to the competent authority responsible for dealing with wrecks, including fiching gear.
In some casec this may not be the Fisheries Administration, but an suthority responsible for
materials found at sea, for example,

H) The competent authority shell inform ewners, national or fareign, of the gear found {if adequataly
marked] and arrange to regtore the gear to them or their ropresentative after the interests of the
salver have bean gusranteed.

iii} In additien to the rights of the salvor, the Fisheries Administration, In cocparation with the

competent authority, may levy o tee for each piece of geor rotrisved. This Income may be used to
offset the costs of recovery by the Figheries Administration as set out in paragraph 6.2 ahove.

LIABILITIES
8.1 It should be an offence under national faw for any perscn to deliberataly discord or dump any gear or piece
of tishing gear, whether marked or not, into the aquatic environment, except in those cases which involve

farce majeure or other circumstances invelving the cafety of the fishing vessal or its crew.

8.2 Nething in these guidelines shall be seen a5 a waiver of an owner’'s obligations under Civil 2nd Criminal Law
in respect of clalms for damage or injury to third parties resulting from gear lost or diecharged. -

PENALTIES

.1 A Fisheries Administration may impose appropriate penalties and fines on an ownesr, in particular, for the
following actions:

i} deploying fishing gear for which the owner has failed to obtain a mark:

if} deploying fishing geor without displaying the nllocated marl;

i) deliberate removal of & mark prior to abandeoning gear®,

iv} use of marks allocated to another owner or to other gear

v} providing falee declarations to Fisheries Administrations on the use or digposal 'u'f fizshing gear.

6

The onus of proof of ownarship would lis with the Fisherles Administration.



10.

T1.

10

CONTROL
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10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

The owners of all fishing gear placed in the sea should ba responsible for marking it with appropriato devices
ag fllustrated in Appendix 1 [presented in a Supplement}, Fisharics Administrotione shall carry out inspection
on a regular basis to ensure that owners mark their fishing gear in the approved manner.

Fisheries Administrations may aflocats a mark to a company, fisharmen’s organization or slmilar ontlzy if it
can be demonstrated that the individual unit of fishing geor can bs usad by more than one group of users or
vessele on a rotational or common poal bagis. Such identification marks should ba foliowed by an individual
gear identifier and the owner shall kesp 2 log of the locaticn of the gear.

For fishing gear which is to be deployed In waters of o State for which the administration allocating the mark
has no jurisdiction, the administration of the country In whose waters tha gear is to be daployed may require
the owners to:

] supply details of the mark® or
fi} spply for a new mari,

In the case of motherships, the fishing gear used by catcher vessels may corry the mark of the mothership.

In the advent of a tag being lost, the owner should provide to the Figherisg Adrministration o declaration
detailing the circumstances of the loss.,

PMARIING POSITION OF GEAR

11.1

11.4

Core should be 1aken that lights and shapes which indicate the position of fishing goar do not coenflict with
navigation marks or systems. Furthermore, due sccount should be taken of:

i} the international reguiations for preventing collision at sea:
i any local rules governing river, lake or coastsl navigation;
i) any regulations pertaining 10 offshore structures.

Pots and traps, fyke nets, stake nets, and other similar gear, should be marked with a buoy or other device
ot the surface to indicate its position.

Where practiceble, all position indicaters attached to fishing gear shall:

i be as conepicucus as possible in & clear daytime atmosphere from a distance of at least two miles
at seo level;

i} carry radar and light reflecters

i) carry lights with characteristics which do not conflict with those of navigational marks and visible
on a clenr night at a distance of not less than two miles;

iv} fitted with fluorescent coloured flag or flags a5 an aid to daytime visibility.

Extremities of fishing gear set below the levet of the sea and extending fram an ancher or parent vessel, ghall
ke marked both at its extremities and at intermediate positlons. The distance hetwoen intormadiate markes,
and botween the intermediate markers closast 1o the extremities and the extramity markers chall not exceod
one mile. In the case of #ishing gear attached to o vessel, the extremity of the gear nearer to the vessel nead
not carry o marker.

For fishing gear set within the upper two metres of the water column, and therefore a hazord 1o small
trangitting vessels shall be marked at its extramities by marler buoys carrying top marks which ghall coneist

Such conditions could be expected in the case of joint venture or access agresments.
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of two spherical morks, one above the other no more than one metre apart. The diameter of the upper of
these two marks shall be be amaller but no less than half that of the lower one. The lights attached to the
buoys at the extremity of the gear ghall be of & different characterictic to those fitted to intermedinte buoys,
{See Appendix 3}{in a Supplement)

Suitabie electronic devices such as trensponders which automstically and continuously indicate their position
by means of signals reloyed through satellites or radio systems may be employed with the approval of
Fisheries Administrations in addition ta marks. However, due regard should be paid to the need and chbligation
of Fisherias Administratlons to anaure that such davices do not condlict with other similar devices employed
for navigation ond search and rescue purposes.

In a similar manner, Fisheries Administrations must ensura that signals emitted by homing devices fitted to
fishing gear do not interfere with intarnationally allocated rodio frequancies,

With respact to active gear such a6 used in anchor seining, fly dragging and purse teining, the dahn-buoy
empioyed shall meet the minimum specifications for buoy set out in 11,3,

Fisherias Administrations may permit the use of retro-roflective material to enhance vigihility in poor light
conditions but not to replace the need for o light.

FISH AGGREGATING DEVICES

12

12.2

12.3

12.4

12.4

Fisheries Administrations shaoll establish o system of appraval far the deployment of Fish Aggregating Devices
{FADs) and a register of owners, This register shall record as a minimum requirement:

- marle assigned for tho identifieation of awnership
- name and address of owners

- type of FAD

- loeation of allocated datum geographical pesition

Fish aggregating devices, whether drifting or anchared, aro to be treated in the same way os fishing gear and
carry means to identify their position by day and by night and as o minimum requirement, they shall alse
comply with the spacifications set out in paragraph 11.3.

The responsibility te recover drifting FADe lies with itc owner and, in the case of such FADRs being
constructed of bio-degradoble materials, the owner retoins the responsibility to recover the marker ence the
FAD has ceased to be o poscible danger to other vessels.

The loss of FADs {drifting or anchered} is to be reperted by the owner to the Fisheries Administration in the
same manner ae jost or abandoned fishing gear,

The Fisheries Administrations shafl take approptiste action in accordance with paragraph 3.3 and-6.2 abeve,
in the event of a lost er abandoned FAD being considerad a hazard to navigation,

ARTIFICIAL REEFS

13.1

For the purpese of thege guidalines, artificial reefs shall be treated in the same way as any other underwater
obstruction or offshore structure in respect of safety of navigation.
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