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ANNEX 1:  A LIST OF CORE INDICATORS

Annex 1 should be used in conjunction with Chapter 2 of the Sourcebook to help 

with the selection of appropriate indicators for monitoring ARD programmes. 

The list has been created through a participative process involving a number of 

different specialists and players. Initially, subject matter specialists were asked to 

use their expert knowledge to come up with the first basic list of indicators, paying 

particular attention to early outcomes indicators. Their suggestions were reviewed 

and merged to form the basic documentation for the five country reviews. In each 

country, a national workshop was organized in which national monitoring and 

evaluation (M&E) practitioners and statisticians were brought together to review 

the contents of the Sourcebook and to make recommendations based on their 

own practical experiences in the field. As a result of the workshops and feedback, 

the guidelines were extensively revised and the list of indicators updated.

The list contains 86 indicators, 19 of which are termed “priority indicators” 

(in green). They are the key indicators used for monitoring ARD programmes at 

the global level and to which all countries are encouraged to subscribe – not 

just for the purposes of feeding into the international monitoring systems, but 

also for serving as a standard core for monitoring the national ARD activities. 

The remaining indicators in the list constitute the extended list. They are not 

mandatory, but are intended to serve as a reference list that countries can use 

when deciding on what indicators they specifically wish to include in their own 

M&E systems, in addition to the priority indicators. The extended list therefore 

serves as a menu from which choices can be made. It provides suggestions and 

examples of indicators that can be used for monitoring and evaluation of a broad 

range of ARD activities.

The indicators are primarily outcome and impact indicators. Input and 

output indicators are not included. Each indicator includes the following items of 

information:

• sector/subsector, which shows the specific ARD activity for which the indicator 

is designed to be used

• class of indicator, which may be (i) early outcome; (ii) medium-term 

outcome; or (iii) long-term outcome, and indicate suitability for monitoring 

over different time periods; 

• core data requirements, which are the data needed to construct the 

indicator; 

• data sources – they may vary from country to country, but the list shows the 

most common source of information;
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• technical notes to explain the critical concepts related to defining 

indicators.

Among the early outcome indicators are the service delivery indicators 

(access, use and satisfaction). The methodology for selecting and adapting these 

indicators to different subsector programmes is described in Chapter 2. The list in 

the Annex does not include all such indicators, but offers a few selective examples 

adapted to specific subsectors.

A large number of indicators come from survey data, which is disaggregatable. 

Although not specifically stated in the list of indicators itself, it should be standard 

practice that wherever possible, the indicators are disaggregated and shown by 

gender, by type of community (urban/rural) and by some measure of wealth 

ranking.
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