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Foreword

T
he International Year of the Potato (IYP) in 2008 was
a celebration of one of humanity’s most important and
universally loved staple foods. This end-of-year review records

IYP’s achievements and underscores its essential message: that
the potato is a vital part of the global food system, and will
play an ever greater role in strengthening world food security
and alleviating poverty. 

The review describes the rationale for the International Year, its
objectives and implementation. It introduces our guest-of-honour,
Solanum tuberosum, the “humble tuber” that spread from the
Andes across six continents and changed the course of world history.
Specialists from FAO and the International Potato Center deepen
our knowledge of the potato in 10 factsheets on key issues in potato
development. The review also provides the most recent FAO statistics
on world potato production and consumption, and profiles of 52
major potato producing countries. 

The International Year was observed around the globe in
scientific conferences, growers’ congresses, festivals, cooking
contests, art exhibitions and school projects. We present highlights
of those events, as well as the winning entries in the IYP Global
Photography Contest. The review concludes with viewpoints
gathered from some of the world’s leading “potato people” – those
whose daily work with the potato has become a passionate way of life
– and an overview of prospects for potato development beyond 2008. 

This book seeks to contribute to strengthening the potato
industry everywhere. It will be of particular value to developing
countries that recognize the potential of the potato to drive
economic development and sustain rural livelihoods. We sincerely
trust that, for everyone, it will throw new light on the hidden
treasure that is the potato.    

Shivaji Pandey
Director, Plant Production
and Protection Division
Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
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