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Natural dyes: sources, tradition, technology and
science  
At a time when more and more plants and
animals are threatened with extinction by
humanity’s ever-increasing pressure on the
land and oceans of the planet, this book sets
out to record sources of colourants
discovered and used on all the continents
from antiquity until the present day. Some 300
plants and 30 animals (marine molluscs and
scale insects) are illustrated and discussed by
the author, whose passion for natural dyes,
with their colours of unequalled richness and
subtlety, has taken her across the globe in
search of dye sources and dyers.
Botanical/zoological details are given for each
source and the chemical structures shown for
each dye. Dyes employed by different
civilizations, identified by dye analyses, are
illustrated and relevant historical recipes and
detailed descriptions of dyeing processes by
traditional dyers are quoted and explained in
the light of modern science. Other current
uses of such colourants, e.g. in medicine and
for food and cosmetics, are also noted. 

Although natural dyes have been replaced
largely by synthetic dyes, increasing
worldwide awareness of the harmful
consequences of the pollution resulting from
the production and use of some synthetic
colourants has led to a significant revival and
renewed interest in natural colourants. As
potential renewable resources, natural dyes
are an integral part of the major issue of our
time – sustainable development. The aim of
this book is to provide a scientific background
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Gestion durable des produits forestiers non
ligneux dans la concession forestière de
Pallisco. Étude pilote sur les techniques
d’exploitation forestière 24. FAO, Rome, Italie.
Cette publication réunit et synthétise deux
études plus détaillées commanditées par la
FAO entre juin 2007 et avril 2008 et publiées
sous la forme de document de travail. Il s’agit
de l’Evaluation quantitative de la disponibilité
des PFNL dans deux unités forestières
d’aménagement (UFA) de la concession
forestière de Pallisco et ses partenaires et
l’Evaluation qualitative des PFNL Le projet,
dans le cadre duquel ont été effectuées les
deux études, a été réalisé avec l’aide
financière du Fonds mondial pour la nature
(WWF), de la société Pallisco Sarl et de la FAO.

POUR PLUS D’INFORMATIONS CONTACTER:      
Simmone A. Rose, Forestier, Division des
produits forestiers et des industries
forestières, FAO, Viale delle Terme di
Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italie. Courriel:
Simmone.Rose@fao.org

The pleasure of reading is doubled
when one lives with another who
shares the same books.    

Katherine Mansfield

NON-WOOD FOREST PRODUCTS
OUTLOOK STUDY FOR ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC: TOWARDS 2020.

The growing importance of NWFPs in
Asia and the Pacific is due not just to
the potential role they can play in
reducing poverty, but also to the
possibility that through proper
management and development models,
NWFPs can meaningfully contribute to
the future of the natural and economic
assets of countries in the region. 

A new working paper on the Asia-
Pacific forestry sector, The Outlook for
Non-wood Forest Products in Asia and
the Pacific, authored by Regina Hansda,
will be available soon from the FAO
Forest Policy Division, Rome.

For more information, please contact: 

Patrick B. Durst, Senior Forestry Officer,

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the

Pacific, 39 Phra Atit Road, Bangkok,

Thailand 10200. Fax: (66-2) 697-4445; 

e-mail: Patrick.Durst@fao.org 
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