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PREFACE

Preface

States should provide proper training to officials responsible for the implementation of 
the progressive realization of the right to adequate food (Right to Food Guideline 11.9).

Educational development within human rights in general, and the right to adequate 
food in particular, is one condition for people and nations to make progress towards 
the realization of the right to adequate food. The basis of any training and advocacy 
programme should be a relevant and well planned generic curriculum, which can 
be adapted in a specific context, and where learning objectives are fully embedded 
within training strategies. Parts of a right to adequate food curriculum already exist 
but they are dispersed and target a variety of not well-defined audiences. Our aim is to 
develop a very practical generic curriculum that includes a variety of relevant topics of 
importance for the realization of the right to adequate food. Such a curriculum should 
cover general normative principles and issues, and should be able to accommodate 
specific issues that are important within diverse contexts.

The curriculum development process itself was participatory and focused on the 
tasks and responsibilities of duty bearers. The process started with a detailed task 
analysis of various duty bearer groups. Experts and stakeholders from a number 
of countries identified the right to adequate food knowledge needed by different 
target groups to contribute to the implementation of the right to adequate food 
through their normal responsibilities. This is directly in line with the Right to Food 
Guidelines, which encourage states “...to apply a multi-stakeholder approach to 
national food security to identify the roles of, and involve all relevant stakeholders, 
encompassing civil society and the private sector...” (Right to Food Guideline 6.1).
The results of the task analysis provided a basis for defining the learning contents 
to be included under a number of thematic units, each of which contains the 
outlines of a number of specific lessons. Analysing likely knowledge gaps of 
target learner groups helped to set learning objectives for each lesson, and to 
define learning paths by combining different lessons for various learner groups. 
These elements make up the core of this right to adequate food curriculum outline.

The right to adequate food curriculum outlined here is unique, not only because of 
the process by which it was developed, but also because it stresses the practical 
implications of implementing the right to adequate food at country level. To our 
knowledge, there is no other curriculum outline like this for economic, social and 
cultural rights.
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The right to adequate food curriculum will serve as a guide for instructors and trainers 
when they need to develop courses and training programmes on the right to adequate 
food. Recognizing that some of the materials have yet to be created for a portion of 
the curriculum, the lesson outlines contain suggestions for lesson authors on content, 
as well as relevant documentary sources and available institutional and individual 
resources. Lastly, the curriculum outline will also serve to orient the preparation of 
didactic, educational and advocacy materials to support the implementation of the 
right to adequate food.

Kostas G. Stamoulis Anton Mangstl

Director
Agricultural and Development 
Economics Division (ESA)

Director
Knowledge Exchange and
Capacity Building Division (KCE)
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