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During the International Year of the Potato,
celebrated in 2008, FAQ and CIP helped
forge partnerships worldwide to address
critical aspects of sustainable potato
production. This technical guide collates
that experience to review technical,
socio-economic, policy and institutional
factors that currently constrain increased
potato production and productivity in
tropical and subtropical countries. It
presents Good Agriculture Practices
relevant to potato production, and
indicators and recommendations for action
in key areas, from the utilization of potato
biodiversity and improvements in seed
systems, to soil management, insect pest
and disease control and opportunities for
value addition. It outlines a new policy and
research agenda for the potato subsector
that aims at making a real contribution to
the eradication of hunger and poverty.
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Foreword

elebrated in 2008, the United Nations

International Year of the Potato (IYP)

highlighted the important role of the

potato in agriculture, the economy
and world food security. IYP also had a very
practical aim: to promote the development
of sustainable potato-based systems that
enhance the well-being of potato producers
and consumers, especially in developing
countries.

This technical guide is a contribution to
achievement of the International Year’s
broader development objective. Today, potato
production and consumption is booming
worldwide, with ever greater quantities being
processed for the convenience food and
snack industries, while its importance as a
subsistence crop continues to expand. Many
developing countries wish to enter lucrative
emerging markets for potatoes and potato
products, but to do so need to make major
improvements in the productivity,
profitability and sustainability of their
potato subsectors. For example, potato yields
in the developing world average around 10
to 15 tonnes per hectare, less than half of
average yields achieved by farmers in
Western Europe and North America.

The present guide builds on experience
gained through partnerships forged during
IYP implementation to address critical
aspects of sustainable potato production. It
represents the first inter-partner effort, post-
2008, aimed at producing technical
guidelines that can be used by decision
makers in developing countries to improve
the sustainability of potato production and

boost the potato subsector’s contribution to
social and economic development.

The guide presents a summary review of
factors that constrain the potato subsector in
tropical and subtropical countries, principles
of Good Agriculture Practices, and GAPs
relevant to potato production. It provides
indicators and recommendations for action
in key areas — from the conservation and
utilization of potato biodiversity and
improvements in seed systems, to
management of soil fertility, insect pest and
diseases, water use, the importance of
storage, and the opportunities created by
value addition. It also provides “snapshots”
of selected best practices and examples of
successful approaches in developing
countries. It concludes with a series of useful
fact sheets on key issues in potato
development.

While aimed primarily at decision
makers at institutional level, the guide will
also be of use to technicians, potato growers
and processors. We trust that it will help
further IYP’s goal of helping to realize the
potato’s full potential as a “food of the
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future”.

Shivaji Pandey =~ Pamela Anderson
Direclor, Plant Direclor General
Production and International Polato
Protection Division Cenler

Food and Agriculture

Organization

of the United Nations




Abbreviations and acronyms

CIP
DLS
FAO
GAP
FFS
ICM
IDM
[PM
[PPM
NGO
NSI
PMCA
PRSP

International Potato Center

Diffuse light stores

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Good Agricultural Practices
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Integrated Crop Management
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Integrated Pest Management
Integrated Potato Pest Management
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Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers
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Introduction

he potato is the world’s most

important root and tuber crop

worldwide. It is grown in more than

125 countries and consumed almost
daily by more than a billion people.
Hundreds of millions of people in
developing countries depend on potatoes for
their survival. Potato cultivation is
expanding strongly in the developing world,
where the potato’s ease of cultivation and
nutritive content have made it a valuable
food security and cash crop for millions of
farmers. Developing countries are now the
world’s biggest producers — and importers —
of potatoes and potato products.

Once harvested, potatoes can be used for
a variety of purposes: as a fresh vegetable for
cooking at home, as raw material for
processing into food products, food
ingredients, starch and alcohol, as feed for
animals, and as seed tubers for growing the
next season’s crop.

Around the world, consumer demand is
shifting from fresh tubers to processed
products and ever greater quantities of
potatoes are being processed to meet rising
demand for convenience food and snacks.
The major drivers behind this trend include
expanding urban populations, rising
incomes, diversification of diets, and
lifestyles that leave less time for preparing
the fresh product for consumption.

The development of a vibrant, profitable
and sustainable potato subsector in
developing countries depends on measures
to overcome a number of persistent
constraints. Those measures include

improvements in the quality of planting
material, potato varieties that have reduced
water needs, greater resistance to insect pests
and diseases, and resilience in the face of
climate changes, and farming systems that
make more sustainable use of natural
resources. Not least, potato development —
and agricultural development in general —
requires empowerment of small farmers
through improved access to production
inputs, credit and markets.

These guidelines present a compilation
of potato management practices in use in
tropical and subtropical developing
countries that have helped increase potato
production and productivity. They can be
refined to address particular conditions in
specific locations. The publication provides
indicators of sustainability, and highlights
potential areas of improvement for potato
development. While aimed primarily at
decision makers, the manual tries as much
as possible to use language familiar to
farmers.
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Technical factors

The potato’s biological
characteristics

Many constraints derive from the biological
characteristics of the potato itself. These
include the low multiplication rates of seed
tubers, and the technical difficulties and
costs associated with maintaining seed
quality through successive multiplications,
owing to the potato’s susceptibility to soil
and seed-borne insect pests and diseases.
Seed tubers are also bulky: two to three
tonnes per hectare is the typical seed
requirement. Stringent phytosanitary
restrictions limit the movement of potato
germplasm, seed tubers and fresh ware
potatoes. Potatoes have high fertilizer
requirements but low utilization efficiency.
Post-harvest, fresh potato tubers deteriorate
quickly in tropical and subtropical
environments, especially in the lowlands.

Lack of efficient seed systems
Many developing countries lack efficient
systems for the regular multiplication and
distribution of certified seed tubers and the

rapid deployment of new, improved varieties.

Causal factors include the limited technical
capacity of human resources, lack of
managerial expertise and inadequate
resource allocations to seed systems and the
potato subsector in general. As a result,
farmer-based seed systems are still common,
and have managed to supply planting
material of limited quality over the years,
and contributed to expanding cultivation of
the crop. Farmer seed systems face many
challenges, but also offer an opportunity to

improve seed supply, provided suitable
training is available and links with the
formal sector are established.

Diseases and insect pests

Diseases and insect pests are another major
constraint. New strains of late blight have
reached many developing countries and
continue to spread. Late blight constitutes
the most serious threat to increased potato
production. Second to late blight in
importance, particularly in warmer, more
tropical regions, is bacterial wilt. The impact
of insect pests varies between regions. Major
insect pests include aphids, tuber moths, leaf
miners, Colorado potato beetle and Andean
potato weevil.
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Export markets open in USA and Europe

lines, including agricultural

commodities, from designated
sub-Saharan African countries.
The Everything But Arms (EBA)

The US government’s African
Growth and Opportunity Act
(AGOA) provides preferential
access for more than 1,800 tariff

LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
OF POTATOES TO MARKET
IN MYANMAR.

(PHOTO: ZIN MIN)

initiative of the European Union
(EU) eliminates import tariffs
and restrictions on numerous
goods, including agricultural
products, from least developed
countries provided that plant
health regulations are met. EBA
grants duty-free access for
imports from most Less
Developed Countries, except for
a few sensitive commodities
(e.g. bananas, sugar and rice)
that will be liberalized gradually.
Most of the commodities
included in EBA previously
received duty-free access to the
EU under preferential
programmes such as the
Lomé/Cotonou Agreement.




Socio-economic factors

High production costs

and lack of credit

Compared to other food crops, production of
potatoes is capital-intensive, requiring the
purchase of large quantities of bulky seed
and the application of high-cost inputs such
as fertilizers and pesticides. With limited
access to credit and few means of mitigating
the risks of taking out loans, small-scale
farmers find it difficult to compete in potato
production. The current global financial
crisis could leave a great number of farmers
with little money and no credit to invest in
production.

Price instability

With potato becoming increasingly a cash
crop, small-scale potato growers are
vulnerable to abrupt changes in input and
output prices. Seasonal and year-to-year
price movements can affect individual small
growers who lack the financial resources
and resilience of larger producers and
cooperatives.

Inefficiency of local markets
Potato prices are usually determined by
supply and demand, not the vagaries of
international markets as in the case of
cereals. It is, therefore, a crop that can help
low-income farmers and consumers to ride
out episodes of food price inflation, such as
that experienced worldwide in 2007-08.
However, the profitability of potato depends
on efficient local markets and measures to
control overproduction.

Limited access to higher value
markets

To be successful, small-scale potato growers
need access to profitable emerging domestic
markets — such as the rapidly growing
processing segment — as well as to potato
export markets. However, access to domestic
markets is often restricted by the marketing
power of foreign suppliers, while exports are
constrained by trade barriers in developed
countries to processed products from the
developing world. However, there are
encouraging “success stories” that illustrate
how small-scale producers can increase
production and expand their market share.
In India, potato growers who adapted new
technology with the support of McCain
Foods Ltd more than doubled their yields
and incomes. Other private industries,
including small businesses, have launched
potato chips made from coloured native
potatoes that were prototyped by CIP in
order to promote the sustainable use of
biodiversity in the Andean Region. Recent
legislation in the USA and Europe provide

greater access to agricultural products from
the developing world.
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Policy and institutional factors

Neglect of the potato subsector
With a few notable exceptions — such as
Ethiopia — most developing countries have
policies toward the potato subsector, and
especially small-scale producers, that can be
best characterized as “benign neglect”. Little
or no public investment is targeted at
integrated strategies for crop improvement,
value addition and marketing schemes or
the potato production-processing-marketing
chain. Many countries lack adequate seed
production systems backed by certification
and seed laws. Breeding rights are often not
respected, reducing incentives to breeders to
create new adapted and resistant varieties. In
many areas, poor infrastructural facilities
and poor access to markets are also major
challenges to expansion of potato production
and its profitability.

Inadequate capacity building
initiatives

The potato has attracted private sector
investment in the crucial area of seed
multiplication and seed systems in only a
few countries. Support for programmes for
the diffusion of new varieties and for the
scaling up of existing integrated disease and
insect pest management technologies and
methodologies is generally inadequate.
Programmes to upgrade the skills of potato
growers need to be matched by government
efforts to create, monitor and enforce
regulations on pesticide use and the spread
of pesticide or fertilizer residues into water
supplies, which are major constraints to the
sustainability of potato production systems.

Lack of support to farmer
organizations

and entrepreneurs

Support for potato farmer groups and
associations and for local entrepreneurship
is lacking in many countries. In Bangladesh
and Pakistan, powerful lobbies represent the
most serious obstacle to the development of
a local seed potato industry. One notable
exception is Argentina, where efforts are
being made by public and private sector to
improve seed quality and promote variety
development, and to transfer technology for
integrated crop management to its contract
grOwers.
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POTATO PLOTS IN SRI LANKA.
(PHOTO: ALEFIYA AKBARALLY)
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The cost of GAPs

With most GAP applications,
production costs are lower,
losses reduced, and use of inputs
rationalized as a better
management system is put in
place. The cost of private GAP
standard certification (e.g. for
GlobalGAP or Tesco Nature’s
Choice) may be higher owing to
stricter requirements. However,
this does not necessarily have to
be the case with adoption of
good practices per se. Generally,
there is no higher cost to the
consumer — that is why retailers
and commercial farming are
rapidly adopting GAPs. Where
adoption of GAPs entails
additional costs, the benefits in
economic, social or
environmental terms are usually
higher.

SORTING OF POTATO IN INDIA.
(PHOTO: RINI MAJUMDAR)



GAP concepts and principles

APs may be applied to a wide range

of farming systems and at different

scales. They are applied through

sustainable agricultural methods,
such as integrated pest management,
integrated water and fertilizer management,
and conservation agriculture. GAPs are
based on four principles:

1. to economically and efficiently produce
sufficient quantities of safe and
nutritious food;

2. to sustain and enhance ;

3. to maintain viable farming enterprises
and contribute to livelihoods;

4. to meet the cultural and social needs of
society.

GAP applications are being developed by
governments, NGOs and the private sector to
meet the needs of growers and processors
and for other specific purposes. They provide
the opportunity to assess and decide on
which to follow at each step of the
production process.

It is important that GAPs are applied
ina coordinated way. For each agricultural
production system, GAPs should be part of
a comprehensive management strategy,
providing for adjustments when needed in
response to changing conditions. The
implementation of such a management

strafegy requires knowledge, planning,
measuring, monitoring and record-keeping
at each step of the production process.
Adoption of GAPs may sometimes result in
higher production, processing and
marketing costs, and higher prices for the

consumer. To minimize costs, while
maintaining the quality and safety of food
products, participatory technical training
and advice can be used to inform farmers of
new technologies that will benefit them.

Information on options for GAP adoption
would be facilitated through the use of
common databases and information
exchange platforms on available enabling
technologies and integrated production
techniques for different major agro-
ecological areas.

2]
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Examples of GAPs

Soil management

%*

%*

Reduce wind and water erosion through
hedging and ditching.

Apply fertilizers at appropriate moments in
adequate doses (e.g. based on soil analysis and
crop requirement) to avoid extra costs and
possible run-off and leaching.

Maintain or restore soil organic content
through application of manure, use of grazing
and/or crop rotation .

Reduce soil compaction by avoiding use of
heavy machinery.

Maintain soil structure by limiting heavy and
sometimes unnecessary tillage practices, and
through use of cover crops such as pulses.

Water use efficiency

*

*

Use minimum or zero-tillage and maintain soil
cover to reduce soil evaporation and improve
soil structure and water infiltration.

To avoid water loss by drainage, schedule
irrigation and monitor plant needs and soil
water reserve status.

Prevent soil salinization by matching water
input to needs, allowing some drainage and
recycling water whenever possible.

Avoid excessive drainage and fertilizer run-off.
Maintain permanent soil cover in winter to
avoid nitrogen run-off and wind erosion that
contributes to soil degradation.

Carefully manage the water table by limiting
withdrawals.

Avoid soil compaction (e.g., caused by too
many passes of farm machinery) which can
cause water logging and lead to emergence of
potato diseases during storage.



GAPs in the potato subsector

pplied to the potato subsector, 6. enhances potato biodiversity and ensures
GAP principles imply that potato a sufficient genetic base for varietal
production: adaptation and resistance;
7. supports viable farming enterprises and
1. takes place in an economically efficient contributes to livelihoods;
way; 8. meets the cultural and social needs of
2. contributes to food security by providing society.
quantity and nutritional quality for a Several approaches can be utilized to
balanced food supply; operationalize GAP principles in potato
3. along with post-harvest handling and production. The most stringent one attaches

criteria to each principle, with indicators

and indicator values. For example, the

following table summarizes criteria,

indicators, indicator values and GAPs that

5. does not lead to emissions that endanger  could be used in implementing principle
the environment and biodiversity; 4 above:

processing, ensures a safe food supply to
consumers;

4. conserves the natural resource base;

Conserving the natural resource base

(riteria Indicators Indicator values ~ GAPs

conserve soil percentage of 5% organic apply compost, manure or green manure

organic matter soil organic matter to keep soil organic matter at the desired
matter level

ensure
replenishment
of groundwater
used by
irrigation

0 kg soil loss per
square meter per
year

avoid soil
erosion

23

GOOD
AGRICULTURAL
PRATICES

AND POTATO
PRODUCTION







Production decision factors

n potato-based systems in developing
countries, the GAP concept can be
associated with critical production
decision factors and recommendations.

Environment
and production zones
The potato is essentially a “cool weather
crop”, with temperature being the main
limiting factor. In tropical areas, potato
should be grown where the climate is
tempered by altitude (1 500 — 4 200 m) or
at lower altitudes provided the crop is grown
during the cool season.

The ideal condition for tuberization is a
night temperature of around 16°C, while
optimum yields are obtained where mean

daily temperatures are in the 18-20°C range.

Loose, moist and well-drained slightly acid
soil (with pH of 5.0-5.5) or volcanic upland
soils are preferred. The water supply for the
potato crop should be regular, especially
from the stage of tuber initiation until the
end of tuber enlargement.

Cultivation methods
Asuccessful potato crop depends on
judicious cultural practices. These include
good knowledge of variety purity and
characteristics such as dormancy duration,
the physiological condition of seed potato
tubers (well sprouted and 30-80 g in weight,
depending on variety) and resistance to the
main transmissible potato diseases and
nematodes.

Potatoes are best grown in rotation. In
the Andes, it is usually the first crop in the

rotation. In other regions, it can be planted
after cereals and before legumes, but not
with crops (e.g. tomato and other
solanaceae) that are susceptible to the same
pathogens as the potato. Sometimes natural
fallow is necessary to prevent soil
impoverishment and the build-up of potato-
specific diseases and insect pests.

Soil preparation for the potato crop
should be adequate with minimum soil
disturbance. Naturally loose soils, and
loamy and sandy loam soils that are rich in
organic matter with good drainage and
aeration, are the most suitable.

Planting depth, density and spacing
depend on the variety chosen and tuber size,
and should allow for shallow inter-row
ridging, when required. Usually, about two
tonnes of seed tubers are planted per
hectare.

25
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and after the plants have reached a height of
about 20 cm. Shallow ridging is done
subsequently to prevent the stolons
becoming aerials, and to protect tubers
against insect pests, disease infection and
greening. Crop rotation and careful
chemical control with herbicides, applied at
minimum lethal doses, may be part of an
integrated weed management system,
although in most developing countries weed
management is usually carried out
manually.

Afew basic precautions against insect
pests and diseases can help avoid great yield
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POTATO HARVESTING
IN PANUTY DISTRICT,
NEPAL

(PHOTO: G.M. BAKASH)



and quality losses. They include crop
rotation, use of resistant varieties and
healthy, certified seed tubers (if available or
at least seed from a reputed source or
through positive selection), and integrated
disease and insect pest management, which
involves regular monitoring of aphid and
thrips vectors, other insects and natural
enemy populations, and chemical spraying
only when necessary.

Fertilizer application during the stages
of pre-planting, planting or crop growth
should be determined by soil nutrient
availability, taking into account the
potato’s high demand for potassium,
phosphorus and magnesium deficiencies
in acid soils. The NPK ratio 1-1-1 is usually
a wise choice to avoid spoiling tuber
quality. The potato can benefit from the
application of organic manure at the start
of a new rotation as it provides a good
nutrient balance and protects soil structure
from compaction and erosion.

As soil moisture must be maintained at a
relatively high level in production of
potatoes, compared to other crops, irrigation
may be required where rainfall is limited.

Harvesting

For most commercial varieties, yellowing of
the potato plant’s leaves and easy separation
of tubers from stolons indicate that the
potato crop has reached maturity. If the
potatoes are to be stored rather than
consumed immediately, they are left in the
soil to allow their skin to harden — hard skin
also help seed potatoes to resist storage
diseases. However, leaving tubers for too
long in the ground increases their exposure
to the fungal disease black scurf and
increases the risk of losing quality and
marketable yield.

To facilitate harvesting and stop tuber
growth, potato vines should be removed two
weeks before the potatoes are dug up.
Depending on the scale of the production,
potatoes are harvested using a spading fork,
a plough or commercial potato harvesters

2/
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important to avoid bruising or other
injuries, which provide entry points for
storage diseases and reduce the commercial,
processing quality and storability of the
tubers.

In suitable environments and where
growing conditions are adequate,
commercial yields are in the range of 4060
tonnes per hectare. In many developing
countries, however, they are far below this
figure, with national averages of about 10-
20 tonnes per hectare.







Storage and transport
In the tropics and where refrigerated storage
is not available, seed tubers should be stored
under diffuse light in order to maintain
their sprouting capacity and to encourage
development of vigorous sprouts. In regions
with only one cropping season per year and
where storage of tubers from one season to
the next is difficult without the use of costly
refrigeration equipment, off-season planting
may offer a solution. Importation of seed
tubers is common in these regions, but may
entail higher costs and risks of late delivery
and deterioration in tuber quality along the
marketing chain.

Ware potatoes should be kept at a
temperature of about 6 to 8°C, in a dark,
well ventilated environment with high

relative humidity (85 to 90 percent). For
processing purposes, such as the production
of french fries, storage temperatures may
range up to 10°G to reduce the risk of
increasing sugar levels, which are
responsible for a dark colour during frying,
Potato darkening can also be caused by an
excess of nitrogen in the fertilization
formula.

During transport of seed tubers and ware
and processing potatoes, it is important to
avoid bruising by reducing drop height,
lining containers with rubber or other soft
material, and avoiding extreme
temperatures. Tubers should be protected
against unexpected rainfall and snow, which
can occur at high altitudes.
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A potato park in the Andes

The 12 000 hectare Potato Park
located in the Andes near Cusco
is one of the few conservation
initiatives in which local
communities are managing and
protecting their potato genetic
resources and traditional
knowledge of cultivation, plant
protection and breeding. CIP has
repatriated to the park hundreds
of virus-free varieties of native
potatoes which are now in full
production and yielding 30
percent more than potatoes that
have not been cleaned of
viruses. The Potato Park helps
preserve indigenous knowledge
and ancient technologies, while

ensuring that the production of
native varieties remains under
local control. The approach could
serve as a model for other
indigenous communities

PAPA HALLAY, PERU
(PHOTO: 0.5. BUTRON RIOS)

b
because biological diversity is
best rooted in its natural
environment and managed by
indigenous peoples who know it
best.




Biodiversity and varieties

he potato has the richest genetic

diversity of any cultivated plant.

Potato genetic resources in South

American include wild relatives, native
cultivar groups, local farmer-developed
varieties (“landraces”), and hybrids of
cultivated and wild plants. These varieties
contain a wealth of valuable traits, such as
resistance to insect pests and diseases,
nutrition value, taste and adaptation to
extreme climatic conditions. To control
insect pests and diseases, increase yield and
sustain production, especially on marginal
lands, today’s potato-based agricultural
systems need a continuous supply of new,
improved varieties, a process that requires
access to the entire potato gene pool.

Also at national level in regions outside
the Andes, maintenance of and increase in
the genetic variability of available potato
varieties are needed in order to ensure there
is a sufficient broad genetic base for
adaptation of the plant to local
environmental conditions, such as
temperature, day-length, moisture
availability, and insect pest and disease
pressures.

Good practices

Crop genetic diversity

# Facilitate efforts to conserve and
sustainably use potato germplasm.

#Support breeding programmes and ensure
conservation of breeding stocks.

#Breed varieties with high yield, high
nutritional value, resistance to main
diseases and high adaptability to less-
favoured conditions.

Choice of potato variety

#Promote varieties adapted to the range of
existing climatic conditions to ensure wide
adaptability and stable production.

#Abandon varieties with poor storage
characteristics and low levels of resistance
to major diseases.

#Promote varieties that are already grown
in the country and are accepted by farmers
and markets.

#Support participatory evaluation of
candidate varieties from breeding
programmes and other countries for local
testing and release.
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: : #Disseminate complementary conservation
Potential areas of improvement

methods, especially the conservation of

#More effective national potato breeding biodiversity carried out by farmers (in
programmes. situ/on-farm conservation).
#Adaptation of breeding objectives and #Reinforce “potato park” initiatives

targets based on local expected results and ~ through repatriation of biological diversity

needs. to farmers’ communities.
#Tocus breeding programmes on achieving

long term benefits, including not only
resistance to insect pests and diseases but
also high, stable yield, greater resource-
use efficiency, nutritional quality, and
good storability.
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Seed production and seed quality

reliable supply of good quality seed

is crucial to the development of the

potato subsector. Availability of seed

remains one of the main
constraints to the large scale adoption of
research-bred or research-derived improved
varieties.

Good quality seed is essential to high
yields and is usually the most costly input to
potato cultivation, accounting for 30-50
percent of production costs. The
improvement of seed quality will contribute
to enhancing farmer efficiency and
competitiveness. The most important seed
quality characteristics are variety purity,
physiological stage, seed size, seed health
and physical aspect.

Good practices

Seed production

#Supply seeds that meet strict quantity,
timing, and quality-control requirements.

#Grow seed in the best and coolest areas or
time of the year in order to avoid insect
populations that can transmit diseases.

#Where potatoes can be grown year-round,
encourage farmers in a seed production
area to include a “potato-free” period in
the farming calendar in order to break
cycles of insects that act as vector for virus
diseases.

Purity of variety

The use of varieties with better quality and
greater adaptability to marginal
environments will help to enhance potato

production and ensure the sustainability

and competitiveness of potato-based

farming and utilization systems.

#Seed should be of the same variety as that
by which it is sold.

#{Jse varieties that are adapted and stable in
term of yields.

Where appropriate and where farmers
currently use mixes of different varieties,
ensure the added benefits of such mixtures
in terms of tolerance to diseases and ensure
that farmers have adequate knowledge,
infrastructure and guidelines to apply best
practices for seed production.

Physiological stage

Physiological development of a seed tuber is
categorized as follows:

#Phase [ = dormant period;

#Phase [T=apical sprouting;

#Phase [11=period of normal sprouting;
#Phase [V=period of thin sprouts;

#Phase V= incubated — too old seed tubers.

3/
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As the physiology of the seed is a major
factor in seed quality, storage systems and
storage duration are critical aspects to be
considered. To obtain a high yielding crop,
seed should be at the correct physiological
age and sprouting stage at planting,
depending on the purpose of the crop. In
principle, seed should be at least three
months old before it is planted, and no older
than 5-11 months (depending on variety,
storage system and temperature).
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#Provide a storage area with good air
circulation and adjustable lighting.

#Store only seed tubers taken from healthy
plants and ensure they are devoid of
storage diseases such as late blight,
bacterial rot and silver scurf.

#About one month before planting, pre-
sprouting of seed potatoes should favour
quick emergence at planting time.

#In the tropics, if no refrigerated storage
capacity is available, store seed potatoes
under diffuse light in order to maintain
their sprouting capacity (i.e. help tubers
stay physiologically young for longer) and
to encourage development of vigorous
sprouts.

Direct sunlight on potato seed should be

avoided. Therefore:

#For long-term storage, store seed potatoes
either at 2-4°C or, when stored at higher
temperatures, in diffused light.

#The period between planting and
emergence should be kept as short as
possible in order to make best use of the
available growing season. Therefore, at
planting time the seed should be at a
physiological stage that allows a quick
emergence.

#For planting, the best stage is phase I1I
(robust sprouts having their typical
varietal colour), the “normal multi-
sprouting” phase.

#Put bulked seed potatoes in trays to
stimulate more uniform sprouting.

Seed size

# Jse seed of uniform size, ranging from 25
to 50 mm or weighing between 30 to 80 g,
depending on tuber size and shape.

#Plant tubers which have little variation in
size. Using seed with a wide variation in
size will not produce a uniform crop and
makes it more difficult to predict the
plant density and properly manage the
crop.

#{Jse large tuber seed when soil and weather
conditions at planting are unfavourable,
the growing season is short, or where there
is the risk that during the first part of the
growing season, the crop may be damaged
by night frost, hail or drought.

#]arge tubers may be cut into smaller
pieces for planting to reduce seed costs and
favour a more uniform crop. This should
be done at least two weeks before planting
in temperature conditions of between 10
and 22°C to allow wound healing prior to
planting. However, precautions are needed
to avoid transmission of viruses via the
cutting blades.
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Seed health
Seed potato is generally the main source of
insect pest and disease infection, because
most seed-borne diseases are systemic, thus
favouring disease transmission to the next
tuber generation. Seed treatment with
chemicals can never replace the use of high
quality seed or proper handling, storage and
sprouting. Therefore:

#{Jse only disease-free seed.

#Produce seed tubers in disease-free areas
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and on land not infested with soil-borne
diseases or insect pests.

#Ensure proper sanitation by using clean
tools when cutting seed to avoid diseases
transmitted mechanically.

#Practice crop rotation and remove potato
volunteers when cultivation and weeding
are implemented.

#Adopt strict rotation procedures, and never
use the same field more than once in a 3-
4 year period.

#Rogue out diseased plants, including
tubers, stolons and roots, being careful
to avoid spilling soil on healthy
plants, and bury them in a pit outside
the field.

#In the tropics, use storage areas with good
air circulation and adjustable lighting.

#Disinfect storage structures every year by
spreading lime (use of dangerous
chemicals such as formalin is not
necessary).

#(lear away potato residues, sacks and

other waste, as these can be breeding
grounds for potato tuber moths and
diseases.

#Remove and destroy seed tubers infected
by diseases or insect pests during storage.

#Make routine observations to identify

insect pest- and disease-infected tubers in
storage.

#Routinely control the temperature in the
potato heap (bulk) to ensure that no
rotting occurs. Rot processes are likely to
emerge when bulk temperature suddenly
increases.
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Diffuse light storage for seed potato tubers

In tropical areas such as the
Central African highlands, where
cold storage is unavailable or too
costly, smallholder growers store
their seeds on the farm. The
efficiency of their simple home
storage facilities could be
dramatically improved with use
of diffuse light technology.
Diffuse light stores (DLS) are
most suitable where
temperatures are moderate (no
frost or extreme high
temperatures) and seed has to be

Capacity-building for seed potato selection

A technique known as “positive
selection” was pilot-tested by
smallholder potato farmers in the
Narok district of Kenya as a way
of improving the quality of their
seed potatoes. Positive selection
involves marking healthy-looking
mother plants for later seed
collection. More than 100
extension workers and farmer-
trainers were trained in all
aspects of positive selection, and
then assigned to work with some
1200 farmers organized in 70
farmer groups. A participatory

stored for more than four
months. By using DLS, farmers
are able to store their own seed
stocks, instead of buying them
from distant suppliers. However,
the loading capacity of DLS is
limited since all tubers must be
exposed to the diffuse light.
These stores are suitable
generally for small seed units
and not for large scale seed
production schemes. Seed
potatoes stored in diffuse light
give a more vigorous crop than

research approach was used, with
a demonstration experiment
forming the core of the training
curriculum. All activities took
place in the potato field, and the
mode of teaching was “learning
by doing” The farmer groups met
regularly, learning first how to
distinguish between sick and
healthy-looking plants in the
potato field. Next, a comparative
study divided the potato field
was into two parts: one where
positive selection was used and
one where the farmers used their

seed that has been stored for
relatively long periods in the dark
at higher temperatures.
However, the DLS must be
protected against aphids (e.g.
with an aphid proof screen) to
avoid the risk of infection and
transmission of viruses such as
potato virus Y and potato leaf roll
virus. Since the aphid population
increases throughout the storage
phase, stringent control
measures need to be put in place
to reduce seed degeneration.

traditional methods. Tubers from
the two different selection
methods were planted
separately the next season, and
the group analysed the results.
Within the positive selection
field, potato yields increased on
average by about 30 percent. A
survey two years afterwards
showed that more than one
quarter of the farmers trained
had adopted the positive
selection method. These farmers
reported that their yields had
doubled.



Seed systems

n most developing countries, the vast

majority of smallholder farmers use

farm-saved seed potato obtained from

non-specialized seed growers, owing to
the lack of commercial seed production
systems or, where they exist, to the high price
of certified seed. Farmer-based informal seed
systems are generally unable to maintain
seed quality or eliminate diseases such as
bacterial wilt or viruses. Poor functioning
seed systems are consistently ranked by CIP
as being among the major constraints to
improved potato production.

#Train seed growers in seed quality
maintenance and managing bacterial wilt
and viruses.

#In order to avoid multiplying different
categories of seed in the same locality and
to sustain the replenishment of quality
planting stock, promote a permanent
“flush-out” system that prevents
multiplication of lower categories of seed.

Potential areas of improvement

Much effort has been made in the past to
improve seed potato production in
developing countries, usually through
specialized seed companies. However,
commercially produced seed potatoes
remain beyond the reach of many
smallholder producers, especially in sub-
Saharan Africa, where producers rely on
farm-saved seed. Simple, low-cost

technologies are therefore needed to help

developing countries produce and distribute

the healthy and high quality seed tubers

needed for sustainable and profitable potato

production.

#Develop participatory research and
promote appropriate technologies to
improve the quality of farm-saved seed in

sub-Saharan Africa and other parts of the
world.

#[dentify localities with low vector pressure
and communicate the value of positive
and/or negative selection (rouging)
practice for the production of potato seed

#Determine the degeneration rate of seed
potatoes, by variety and location, so as to
determine how much basic seed needs to
be produced annually.

#Introduce laboratories for disease
diagnostics to identify seed-borne viruses,
bacteria and fungi.

#[ntroduce rapid multiplication techniques
and encourage small enterprises to
produce healthy material.

#Develop new methods to ensure the
production and delivery of high quality
potato planting material and improve
formal and farmer-based seed systems.

#Develop legislation and accreditation
systems for seed certification adapted to
local conditions.
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Soil health and fertility management

aintaining a high yielding

potential in potatoes requires soil

health and fertility management.

Soil health depends on physical
and chemical properties and functions,
organic matter and biological activity, which
are fundamental to sustaining agricultural
production and determine, in their
complexity, soil fertility and productivity.

Crop fertilization requirements need to be

correctly estimated according to the expected
yield, the potential of the variety planted and
the intended use of the harvested crop. Before
application of fertilizers, farmers should
perform, where possible, a soil test to identify
soil characteristics, nutrient content and soil
contaminants. Soil tests help assess fertility
and indicate deficiencies that need to be
addressed.

Potato should be planted with organic
fertilizer, such as farmyard manure where
possible and as appropriate. As well as
supplying nutrients to the crop, organic
fertilizer often increases the efficiency of
inorganic fertilizers, improving crop yields
substantially, and also improving soil
health, which could have a positive effect by
helping to reduce soil borne diseases.

Farmyard manure

#0f all field crops, potato has the best
response to farmyard manure. Use well-
decomposed farmyard manure at a rate of

10 tonnes per hectare or more, if available.

#Precautions should be taken to reduce
nitrogen applications by 30 percent, if
inorganic fertilizers are applied at the
same time.

#Avoid using fresh, incompletely
decomposed manure because it will
become active too late in the season and
may reduce dry matter content, delay
maturity and transmit diseases (e.g.
Rbizoctonia solani).

Fertilizers

#Prior to planting, make a planting bed
with some 20 cm of loose soil mixed with
fertilizer and/or manure to allow proper
rooting and hilling.

#In moist soil, apply fertilizers at the root
zone (25-28 cm) where they are most
effective.

#To be more effective, place phosphates in
the root area because, unlike nitrogen and
to some extent potassium, phosphates
have limited movement in the soil and
within plants.

# Use of fertilizers is advantageous when
levels of soil fertility are low.

Potential areas of improvement

#Promote conservation agriculture
approaches to soil health and fertility
management.

#Support integrated crop, soil health and
fertility management programmes.

#Conduct research and development based
on adequate use and conservation of
natural resources.
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Nutrient management

ustainable nutrient management

involves a set of management

practices designed to conserve soil

resources, maintain or enhance
productivity, and help reduce growers’
reliance on chemical fertilizers. Due to its
relatively poorly developed and shallow root
system, the potato demands a high level of
soil nutrients. Without balanced fertilization
management, growth and development of
the crop are poor and both yield and quality
of tubers are diminished.

The type and extent of nutrient
management depends on the production
potential of the area in which potatoes are
cultivated and farmers’ productivity
objectives. Farmers should be advised to
perform a soil test before application of
fertilizers — fertilization is highly
dependent on location and blanket
recommendations are not applicable. They
should also be aware of the effect of the soil
pH on nutrient supply and the type of
fertilizer to be used.

Crop response to fertilizers varies from field
to field. The fertilizer ratio of N-P-K often
recommended and practiced is usually 1:1:1.
However, high yields and enhanced quality
of tubers can only be sustained through the
application of optimal nutrient doses in
balanced proportions.

Nitrogen. The amount of nitrogen applied
to a potato crop varies from 100 to as much

as 300 kg/ha depending on the purpose of

the crop and soil characteristics.

#Avoid high or excessive nitrogen dressing
as it stimulates haulm growth, delays
tuber formation and affects tuber quality
(low dry matter content, high reducing
sugar content and high protein and
nitrate content).

# Apply nitrogen shortly before, or at,
planting time. However, if there is a risk of
leaching (e.g. with heavy watering on light
soils), or if the application of large
quantities of fertilizer under dry conditions
may cause scorching, a split application
may be better. The second nitrogen
application should, in general, be given no
later than three to five weeks after crop
emergence.
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KEY INDICATORS
OF
SUSTAINABILITY

Phosphorus. Phosphorus contributes to the

early development of the crop and early

tuberization. It increases the crop’s dry

matter content and improves the tuber’s

storage quality. Often more than 100 kg/ ha

is applied, while on phosphorus-fixing soils

much higher doses are used.

#Apply the total amount of phosphorus
before or during planting,

#Apply phosphorus in the planting furrow
in P-fixing soils.

Potassium. Potassium not only
improves yields but also improves tuber
quality (size, starch content and storability).
An adequate supply of potassium can
help reduce internal blackening and
mechanical damage, and has been
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associated with increased stress

tolerance.

#Apply the total amount of potassium
before or during planting,

Magnesium

#(lose attention should be paid to
magnesium requirements, particularly
when potatoes are grown on light acid
soils. High rates of potassium, and
nitrogen application in the form of
ammonium, reduce the uptake of
magnesium.

Calcium

#Potatoes are tolerant to soil acidity. Below
pH 4.8, however, the crop may fail due to
calcium deficiency. Liming may be
necessary.

# Seed potatoes, in particular, need to be
grown in soils with sufficient calcium.
Calcium deficient seed tubers may fail to
sprout properly.

Foliar fertilizers

#Foliar fertilizers contain major nutrients
and also micronutrients. They are applied
to and absorbed by the leaves and have
therefore an immediate effect on plant
growth. They may help to overcome
apparent nutrient deficiencies, especially
of micronutrients, and support plant
recovery following stress events, such as
frost and drought.

Potential areas of improvement

#Promote the establishment of laboratories
where soil mineral content can be assessed
prior to planting, Laboratories can also
verify the claimed concentrations of N-P-K
in commercial products.

#Promote the development and use of
decision support systems that help growers
apply fertilizers according to soil mineral
content and crop needs.

#Encourage fertilizer companies to market
compound fertilizers with compositions of
N, P and K tailored to different soil types.

#Support integrated crop management
(ICM) programmes and integrated
nutrient management systems for potatoes.

#Tor the fertilization of crop mixtures that
include potato, the Nutrient Supplementa-
tion Index (NSI) concept can help estimate
the additional percentage of N, P, K and Ca
needed to satisfy the needs of a 1:1 row
intercrop (e.g. potato-corn). NSI estimates
total fertility input needs for the multiple
cropping system based on the nutrient
uptake of each crop component relative to
their monoculture uptake. With NSI,
intercrop fertilizer needs can be estimated
from established sole crop response curves
for the component species. Alternatively,
fertilizer needs for the multiple crop system
can be estimated for a given planting
pattern using the response equations of
one or more of the component crops.

#Develop nutrient management practices
for potato production under conservation
agriculture.
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The advantages of conservation agriculture

Conservation agriculture (CA)
aims at enhancing natural
biological processes both above
and below ground. It is based on
three principles: minimum
mechanical soil disturbance,
permanent organic soil cover,
and diversified crop rotations for
annual crops and plant
associations for perennial crops.
By minimizing soil disturbance,
(A creates a vertical macro-pore
structure in the soil, which
facilitates the infiltration of
excess rainwater into the subsoil,
improves the aeration of deeper
soil layers, and facilitates root

SO penetration.
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Soil conservation

oil erosion on tillage-based cultivated

lands is a problem that continues to

threaten the sustainability of both

subsistence and commercial
agriculture in potato growing areas around
the world. Potato cultivation usually
involves intensive soil tillage throughout the
cropping period, which often leads to soil
degradation, erosion and leaching of
nitrates. During soil preparation, the entire
topsoil is loosened and — particularly on
sticky clay soils — pulverized into small
aggregates to avoid the formation of clods in
the potato beds. Mechanical weeding and
mechanized harvesting also entail intensive
soil disturbance.

The use of mulch at planting and the “no-
till” land preparation method are
recommended to reduce soil degradation,
erosion and nitrate pollution and to restore
degraded soils and achieve good potato
yields with reduced need for fertilizer. The
mulch protects the soil from erosion during
the first weeks of the crop.

A green manure crop can be seeded
towards the end of the crop, as the potato
plants are drying off. The cover crop will
help to dry out the potato beds, contributing
to healthier tubers with reduced risk of
damage during harvest. Nevertheless, while
mulch planting of potatoes reduces the risk
of erosion and nitrate leaching, it may have
some disadvantages (e.g. excessive moisture
and reduced soil temperature leading to

retarded plant emergence). Hence it should
not be a blanket recommendation.

The “no-till” potato is pressed into the
soil surface, and then covered with a thick
layer of mulch, preferably straw, which is
fairly stable and does not rot quickly. The
young potato tubers form under the mulch
but above the soil surface. In some cases —
for example in dry areas under drip
irrigation — black plastic sheets can also be
used as mulch. Holes are punched in the
plastic to allow the potato plant to grow
through it. During harvesting, the sheets are
removed and the potatoes are simply
“collected”. Currently, the “no-till” potato is
only grown in small fields using manual
labour.

Potential areas of improvement

#Promote conservation agriculture
approaches as a resource-saving crop
production system.
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Principles of potato plant health management

Incorporation of the following
practices into the production
scheme should result in optimal
health of the potato crop:

% Plant healthy seed tubers
from reliable sources.

% Select and prepare planting
site, and choose cultivars,
planting and harvest dates
with disease and insect pest
management in mind.

% Handle and plant seed
potatoes to ensure rapid
emergence, and protect
foliage using a holistic crop
protection approach or
integrated production and
pest management.

52 % Minimize tuber infection by
timely killing or removal of

SUSTAINABLE vines before harvest; avoid

,':%ﬁ?mo“ tuber injury and cure tubers
before long term storage.

% Manage storage conditions
to minimize post-harvest
deterioration.

POTATO PLANT
(CIP)



Pest management

otato diseases are spread by insect
vectors, seed and wind, running
water, soil, sacks and implements.
Seed is generally the main source
of infection. Combating insect pests,
diseases and weeds with intensive use
of insecticides, fungicides and herbicides
can harm the environment and pose a
serious threat to the health of producers
and consumers.
Regular field monitoring for pests
and the broader agro-ecosystem is the
basis for ecological-based plant protection
and pest management. For example,
aphid monitoring and consequent
adjustment of planting and harvest dates
would deserve special attention as a feasible
knowledge-based practice in the context of
insect pest management. However, the
management of potato late blight
is difficult without fungicides. Therefore,
the use of biocides is acceptable, and often
considered as a component of integrated
insect pest and disease management
schemes.

Good practices

#T0 increase potato production while
protecting producers, consumers and the
environment, use insect pest and disease
management strategies that encourage
biological control of insect pests, varieties
with insect pest and/or disease resistance,
planting of healthy seed potatoes, the
growing of potatoes in rotation with other
crops, and organic composting to improve
soil quality.

#Whenever possible, use rotations that
reduce insect pest and disease problems
and avoid those that may increase them.
In general, avoid solanaceous crops as
rotation choices.

#Control volunteer potato plants and weeds
in the rotation crop.

# Avoid build up of weed seeds in the soil by
removing weeds before they flower and set
seeds.

#Reduce or eliminate weed seeds in soil
through conservation agriculture
approaches to weed management.
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Fighting potato late blight

In developing countries, farmers
generally lack knowledge of late
blight (LB) control measures, and
have limited or no access to
resistant varieties and
agricultural inputs needed to
control potato LB effectively. CIP
is working on different fronts to
develop alternatives to control
LB. In recent decades, its
breeding programme has
developed LB-resistant varieties
adapted to smallholder farming
conditions in tropical

environments. Some of these
varieties are already being
cultivated in several countries in
Latin America (Bolivia, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru), in Africa (Ethiopia,
Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania) and
in Asia (China, India). CIP has also
developed technical principles for
optimizing fungicide use, and for
designing and adapting
participatory research and
training methods to deal with the
complexities of LB management.
The experience in LB

Pesticides and the environment

Improper use of pesticides in
potato cultivation is a major
environmental concern. The
most widespread and intensive
use of pesticides in developing
countries is for control of late
blight (LB) potato disease.
Farmers in some countries spray
their potato fields more than 10
times during a single growing
season of 4 to 6 months to
combat this disease. Biocides are
a health risk to farm families and
farm workers engaged in potato

production. With the emergence
of new and more virulent strains
of LB, even more frequent (and
increasingly ineffective)
applications of pesticides are
being made, raising the risk to
human health and the
environment. The spread of
pesticides or fertilizer residues
into water supplies through
irrigation systems or field run-
off contribute to water pollution
that damages plants, insects and
livestock, and poses a serious

management accumulated so far
has shown that returns on
investment in controlling the
disease are high, with marginal
rates of return ranging from 260
percent to 1360 percent. These
are especially significant for
resource-poor farmers for whom
potato cultivation represents an
important coping strategy.
Support is needed to help
optimize this impact by scaling
up and out the technologies and
methodologies developed by CIP.

threat to drinking water and to
water used for post-harvest
activities. Concern over
environmental and health
impacts, combined with the
better appreciation of the
damage different diseases and
insects cause to the potato, have
led to the development and
diffusion of alternative
technologies including disease-
resistant varieties and integrated
management (IDM/IPM)
techniques.



Potential areas of improvement #Support facilitation of CIP’s integrated
P pest/disease management (IPM/IDM)

#Develop approaches that are specific to the  programme, FAO’s IPM and any other

target pests and have the least harmful IPPM approach through Farmer Field
effect on other organisms, human health Schools or other formal or informal
or the environment. extension programimes.

#Develop decision support systems that # Always aim for reduced use of pesticides by
assess disease or insect pest pressure and applying IPM practices. If pesticides must
identify the most appropriate timing and be applied, use only products registered in
dosage of chemical interventions. the country, give preference to

#Ensure that when there is a need to apply comparatively less toxic pesticides strictly
pesticides, appropriate equipment is used follow usage recommendations and
and measures are taken to reduce risks ensure that farmers and farm workers use
during handling of the pesticides. properly functioning protective

#[stablish laboratories to verify compounds  equipment.
and concentration of the active #Promote conservation agriculture
ingredients in pesticides. approaches to crop health management.

%)
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AN IRRIGATED POTATO
FIELD IN CAPE VERDE.
(PHOTO: MARZIO MARZOT)



Water management

n potato production, shortages of water

are usually one of the most important

constraints to higher yields. Achieving

better yields requires an adequate water
supply from planting until maturity. The
main effect of drought or water stress on
potato is yield and size reduction.

Frequent irrigation reduces the
occurrence of tuber malformation. For the
potato, the critical period for water deficit is
during tuber development. Water deficit in
the early phase of yield formation increases
the occurrence of spindled tubers (more
noticeable in oval than in round tuber
varieties) and, when followed by irrigation,
may result in tuber cracking or tubers with
“hollow hearts”. Therefore, water supply and
scheduling have important impacts on
potato growth, yield and tuber quality.

#Match water application to the potato
crop’s water requirements and maintain
adequate soil moisture to maximize yield.
For best yields, a 120 to 150 day crop
requires from 500 to 700 mm (20 to 27.5
inches) of water.

#Avoid water deficits in the middle to late
part of the growing period — deficits
during stolonization, tuber initiation and
bulking tend to reduce yield.

#Allow higher depletion toward the ripening
period (a practice that may also hasten
maturity and increase dry matter content).

#Where water supply is limited and salinity
might become a problem, use of a
technique known as “partial root-zone
drying” increases water use efficiency.
Potatoes are planted in furrows so that one
side can be irrigated and the other kept dry
in one watering cycle; the opposite furrows
are watered in the following cycle.

# Use no-till and soil cover to minimize soil
evaporation.

Potential areas of improvement

#Support research aiming at developing
drought tolerant and resistant varieties.

#mprove irrigation and fertilization
techniques using conservation agriculture
approaches.

5/
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Post-harvest management

ince harvested tubers are living
tissues and therefore subject to
deterioration, proper storage is
essential, both to prevent post-harvest
losses of potatoes destined for fresh
consumption or processing, and to
guarantee an adequate supply of seed tubers.
The storage of potatoes is intended:
* to preserve them in first class condition for
consumption by the grower and customers;
* to add value and increase profit through
off-season sales or during the more
lucrative high-price season;
* to preserve tubers for planting in the next
season.

For ware and processing potatoes, storage
aims at preventing “greening” and losses in
weight and quality. In potato storage, the
two critical environmental factors are
temperature and humidity. Adequate and
unrestricted air movement is necessary to
maintain constant temperature and
humidity throughout the storage pile, and to
prevent excessive shrinkage from moisture
loss and decay. The storage temperature
affects curing and wound healing processes,
the spread and severity of disease, sugar-
starch balances, and respiration.
Respiration, in turn, influences dormancy or
sprouting, and weight loss. High humidity is
essential for optimum wound healing
during the curing period.

It is also essential throughout the storage
period in order to minimize tuber weight
loss — weight loss rapidly increases at
relative humidity levels below 90 percent.

Depending on variety and conditions during
growth, at 10-13°C and 93 percent
humidity, potatoes store for 1-3 months; at
8-10°C

and 93 percent humidity for 2-5 months;

at 5-8°C and 93 percent for 4-8 months;

at 2-5°C and 93 percent humidity for

7 months.

#Store well cured potatoes that were
harvested when ripe (2 weeks after foliage
death) in a well-ventilated, dark, cool
place at about 4°C (where refrigeration
is an option) with humidity around
90 percent. The potatoes will store for
roughly three to six months.

#Store only tubers that are mature and free
of diseases, insect pest and physical
damage such as bruising. Research has
demonstrated that potatoes from healthy
plants are much more resistant to storage
decay than potatoes from plants that have
been weakened from physiological
stresses.

#Handle the tubers carefully throughout the
harvesting and pre-storage operations in
order to minimize bruising, skinning and
cutting. Ideally, the harvest should be
carried out in temperatures of between
10-18°C. Do not harvest when tuber pulp
temperature is less than 8°C or more
than 20°C.

#Remove soil and plant residues before
placing potatoes in storage.

#A wound healing or curing period is
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necessary to prevent the entry of rot : :
. Potential areas of improvement
organisms and to reduce water loss.

Wound healing occurs most rapidly #Promote improvements in harvest

at 15-18°C, with 95 percent humidity, and ~ technologies to minimize bruising,

requires 5-20 days. improve tuber quality and storability.
#Pile potatoes without refrigeration in #Develop and promote low-cost storage

several small piles rather than in one technologies suitable to small-scale farms

large heap. Large amounts tend to heat in the tropics and subtropics.

because ventilation cannot reach the #Carry out ex-ante cost-benefit studies on

centre of the pile, thus lowering quality small or large scale refrigerated storage

and shortening storage life. capacity.

#Never store potatoes in close proximity
to fruit — hormones produced by ripening
fruits will cause the potatoes to sprout
or rot prematurely.
#Storing ware potatoes at a temperature
of less than 6°C stimulates the conversion
of starch into sugars, giving the tubers
an unnaturally sweet taste. Moreover, 6 1
sugars will interact with free amino acids
during frying, producing dark products gEY INDICATORS

with poor taste. SUSTAINABILITY
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Adding value in East Africa

A study was conducted recently
across the East African region to
estimate the potential size of
the market for fresh and
processed potato in selected
cities in Burundi, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania

and Uganda. Findings show

that establishment of a viable
industry for processed potato
hinges on improvements

in quality standards

and packaging and premium
prices for quality produce.
The study said that expanded
potato processing would

Enhancing the value chain and markets

Learning to innovate and engage
with markets, and to become
more competitive are main
challenges facing small-scale
farmers. However, in many low-
income developing countries,
potatoes are typically marketed
through fragmented chains with
little coordination and poor
information flows, giving rise to
high supply risks and high
transaction costs. Average yields

remain far too low to enable
small-scale potato growers to
produce a marketable surplus,
preventing them from increasing
their participation in potato
marketing systems. In addition,
limited storage and transport
facilities can adversely affect the
quality of tubers after harvest.
Efforts to enhance the value chain
will only be successful provided
there are substantial levels of

The Participatory Market Chain Approach

The Participatory Market Chain
Approach (PMCA) was
developed by the Papa Andina
Regional Initiative conducted in
Bolivia, Ecuador and Peru by the

International Potato Center (CIP).

The aim of Papa Andina is to
improve the competitiveness of
potato market chains and small
potato producers. PMCA has

proven effective in
strengthening innovation
capacity and developing market
chain innovations that benefit
small farmers as well as
processors and distributors.
Valuable capacities for
innovation have been
developed, particularly in the
realms of knowledge, attitudes,

increase employment
opportunities in city areas.

With half of East Africans
expected to live in urban areas
by 2015, the boom in demand
for potato chips and French fries
looks set to continue.

public and private investment in
the subsector, such as in breeding
programmes, infrastructural
improvements and initiatives to
support and coordinate activities
along the chain. Policy-makers
should increase support to the
subsector, by — for example —
extending to the potato sub-
sector policies and resources
traditionally focused on cereals
and on cash crops for export.

skills, and social capital. These
new capacities are potentially
valuable assets for stimulating
future innovations in market
chains. The benefits of the PMCA
have stimulated considerable
interest in the approach among
R&D organizations, policy
makers and market chain actors.



Value addition and markets

ith its adaptability to a wide
range of uses, the potato has a
potentially important role to play
in the food systems of developing
countries. In fact, in many countries, growth
in urban populations, rising incomes and
dietary diversification have led to rapidly
increasing demand for potatoes from the
fresh market, fast food, snack and
convenience food industries. The structural
transformation of agriculture-based
economies into more urbanized societies
opens up new market opportunities for

potato growers and to their trading and
processing partners in the value chain. In
order to tap such potential, an efficient
value chain for potato needs to be
established.

Often potatoes are purchased in the
countryside by traders from cities, with very
limited negotiation and with prices decided
at the farm gate, resulting in an uneven
distribution of income along the value
creation chain. This leads to insufficient
buying power among potato growers and the
draining away of capital that could be
invested in rural areas to build
infrastructure such as roads and improve
education.

Good practices

#Carry out consumer surveys to identify
growing market segments and types of
products likely to be in demand in the
near future.

#Develop and select cultivars that are
preferred by consumers, processing
industries or local exporters.

#{Jse appropriate post-harvest practices and
storage facilities to keep tubers in their
most edible and marketable condition.

#To increase value, provide high quality
ware potatoes or potato products to
consumers.

#{Jse simple market-oriented technologies
that transform potato tubers into stable
high quality products.

#Encourage farmer participation in
producer groups and organizations in
order to increase their market
competitiveness and bargaining capacity
and strengthen their position within the
potato value chain.

Potential areas of improvement

#Support participatory market chain
approaches for potato (see box).

#Develop innovative marketing and
utilization techniques linking small scale
potato producers to new market
opportunities.

#Promote mechanisms and approaches to
link technology suppliers with farmers’
needs, based on opportunities identified
within a market chain framework.

#(rganize growers in cooperatives for joint
purchase of inputs such as fertilizers and
for joint processing and trading so that a
greater proportion of the potato value
chain remains in the hands of producers.
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Farmers’ health, safety and welfare

he health, safety and welfare of

farmers and consumers are vital

assets for the sustainable development

of the potato subsector and
agriculture throughout the world. Particular
attention must be paid to reducing risks
associated with the use of pesticides, tools
and machinery, and to ensuring that
potatoes are produced and handled in a
manner that does not harm the
environment and the health, and safety of
farmers and consumers.

#(reating awareness of food safety and
environmental issues should be part of
community education programmes in
rural areas.

#Train farmers in the efficient and safe use
of pesticides, fertilizers, tools and
machinery

#Encourage them to invest in potato
farming, and in improving their living
standards.

#Jse decision support tools to reduce the
amounts of biocides used in potato
production and thus reduce the risks of
dangerous levels of residues in harvested
or stored produce.

#Ensure that medical doctors and hospitals
in rural areas are able to recognize
symptoms of agrochemical poisoning and
treat it.

Potential areas of improvement

#Farmers groups should consider
developing partnerships with public sector
and development organizations to address
health and safety issues.

# Create services that collect pesticide
packing material and unused redundant
stocks for centrally organized destruction.

#Inform farmers and households about
proper pesticide labelling and the
designation of containers used to mix
pesticides, and the use of properly
functioning protective equipment and
clothing.

#Establish a list of chemicals that are
generally safe for various crops and a
“black list” of chemicals that are
dangerous and are forbidden.

#Set maximum residue levels for
agrochemicals that are permitted for use
in the country.

#(rganize farmers groups in cooperatives
to promote their interests and call for
positive marketing regulations, lower
duties and taxes on imported tools and
equipment, and better access to credit to
improve their self-reliance and welfare.
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POTATO BAGS WAITING
TO BE SENT BY TRAIN
FROM SHIMLA, INDIA.
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“Papa pan”, a pro-potato policy solution

Although the potato has been a
staple food for Andean peoples for
millennia, many modern
Peruvians prefer rice or bread
made from imported wheat. To
support domestic potato
production, the Government of
Peru has offered low-income
potato farmers emergency credit
to maintain production and
encourages Peruvians to eat a
greater proportion of potatoes,
thus boosting demand and prices.
The government is also promoting
the use of potatoes to make
bread. A government-run food
company produces each day more
than 12 000 loaves made from
one-third boiled and mashed
potatoes and two-thirds wheat
flour. Replacing a third of the
wheat flour with mashed

potatoes or potato flour results in
a soft, tasty bread that keeps well,
and is more nutritious and

cheaper than bread made from
wheat only. Since January 2008,
Peru’s prisons and many public
schools have been serving potato
bread (papa pan). It is also sold by
Plaza Vea, a Peruvian supermarket

POTATO STARCH.
(PHOTO: JANGSU CORP)

chain. More recently, the chief of
Peru’s Sierra Exportadora, which
supports farmer co-operatives,
has called on Ministers to approve
the construction of 100 potato
flour production plants to supply
small and medium bakeries and
even to export potato flour to
Europe, Japan and the USA.




Building support at policy level

lobally, potato production is growing

at a rate of 2 percent annually while

in developing countries, growth is

estimated at around 5 percent.
Sustaining the exceptional growth in potato
production of the past two decades — from
268 million tonnes in the early 1990s to 325
million tonnes in 2007 — and the expansion
of potato domestic trading in developing
countries depends on choosing the right
policy and research options for development
of the agricultural sector and potato-based
farming systems. The policy and research
agenda is expected to shift from the
traditional focus on raising productivity to a
broader approach that makes a real
contribution to the fight against hunger,
poverty and environmental degradation by
improving rural income, livelihoods,
nutrition, health, and conserves the natural
resource base.

Policy reforms are a needed if developing
countries wish to develop and promote a
sustainable potato industry and agricultural
sector. This implies overcoming current
trade barriers, including the lack of
harmonized transit charges and customs
documentation. It also implies overcoming
current barriers to sustainable production
intensification based on good agricultural
practices.

Policy makers need to be more aware of
the contribution that the potato is already

making to development and food security,
and of its importance as a staple food and
cash crop in developing countries. In the
process of revising poverty reduction strategy
papers (PRSPs), and in formulating
strategies for agricultural development, they
should take into account the needs and
potentials of the potato subsector and
support its more active engagement in the

development process.

One important policy aim in developing
countries should be to enhance the value of
potato production by establishing links
between farmers and food processors,
improving credit availability, and fostering
public-private partnerships for technology
innovation. By engaging interested partners
from the public and private sectors and civil
society, policy can facilitate the development
of focused country-level programmes,
projects and activities to support a
sustainable potato subsector.

Policy should also create a regulatory
environment conducive to sustainable
potato development through support for
knowledge enhancement and research,
application of best management practices,
and sharing and promotion of proven and
advanced potato technologies through

69

education, extension and training, IF%II;LPI(C)‘L\IT(ISNS
Policy should address constraints on AND RESEARCH

potato-based production systems by
favouring the introduction of good quality
planting material and potato varieties more
resistant to insect pests, diseases, water
scarcity and climate change, farming
systems that can make optimum use of
natural resources, seed certification schemes
and soil testing laboratories.

Policy will also have to secure financial
commitments from national governments,
donors and the private sector to invest in
potato-based systems and value chains. In
doing so, policy makers should encourage a
stronger commitment by the potato
community to potato subsector
development.
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Research for development agenda

ccelerated and sustainable

development of the potato subsector

in developing countries requires

increases in the productivity,
profitability and sustainability of potato-
based farming systems. This implies a new
and vigorous research for development
agenda.

The way forward for potato research in
developing countries will include a number
of priority areas. First, the lack of adequate
quantities of clean seed is a major
bottleneck to improved productivity.
Promising results have been obtained
through extension efforts that promote the
use of “positive selection” and small-scale
seed plots. Other research work aimed at
improving the quality of farmers’ seed
through novel technologies such as
aeroponic production of clean seed tubers
has yielded positive results. Strong
consideration should be given to fostering
public-private sector partnerships as a
strategy for getting potato seed systems
moving in developing countries. Also
recommended are ex-ante assessments of
the potential return on investments by
calculating the impact of new adapted
varieties and cleaner seed.

In many countries, investments are
needed in laboratories for the diagnosis of
potato diseases, for measuring mineral
concentrations in soils, manure and
fertilizers, and for determining the
composition and concentration of active
compounds in herbicides, pesticides,
fungicides and nematicides.

Legislation is needed in many countries
to set quality standards for seed and to
introduce or enforce mechanisms for
certification through accredited laboratories.
Legislation may also be needed to protect
potato breeders’ rights.

The potential effects of climate change
pose a threat to the levels and stability of
potato yields. Heat and drought resistance
should be considered in breeding
programmes along with other key traits
such as late-blight resistance, virus
resistance, earliness and culinary qualities.
Hence, research needs to provide a broader
range of genetic material that meets site-
specific criteria, is adaptable to changing
environments, and meets new demands
from emerging markets for processed food
products, non-food ingredients and starch
for industry. The growing demand for potato
with specific characteristics for a particular
processed product must be taken into
consideration, but should only be pursued
after a careful analysis of market prospects.

The potato subsector faces a growing
challenge from more aggressive strains of
late blight and many developing countries
have a limited capacity to control the disease
through fungicide application. Continued
research on resistance breeding and
integrated management strategies is
essential, while support is needed for scaling
up LB control technologies and
methodologies developed by CIP.

It is unlikely that resistance to latent
bacterial wilt infection will be available
through conventional breeding in the near
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“HARVEST OF NATIVE
POTATOES, PERU."
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future. Research on integrated management
to control bacterial wilt needs to focus on
designing improved detection technologies,
developing recommendations that farmers
are willing and able to adopt, and exploring
options for suppressing the disease through
improved soil fertility and health
management (e.g. sanitation measures and
clean seed). Participatory approaches to
farmer empowerment and learning, such as
Farmers’ Field Schools (FFS) for IPM and
IDM, are required in order to reach a
significant number of potato growers.
Progress in the sequencing of the bacterial
wilt genome might lead to new ways of
controlling the disease in the long term.
The development of conservation
agriculture technologies and practices for
potato-based systems presents opportunities

for both public and private sector research.
All aspects require increased research
support.

Finally, improving the incomes of small-
scale potato growers depends on increasing
demand-driven opportunities and
developing value-chains which include all
market chain actors, from input suppliers to
consumers. Linking farmers to markets,
especially high-value supermarkets and
restaurant chains, can substantially increase
the profitability of the potato cultivation.
This requires technological innovation at
many points in the value chain, including
introduction of improved varieties and more
efficient post-harvest processes, as well as
technical assistance to ensure timely
production and supply of adequate
quantities of high quality potato products.
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Challenge of a better functioning value chain

Potato seed producers arguably
constitute the most critical link in
the potato chain. For it is their role
to ensure that the chain has
access to sufficient quantities and
qualities of planting material to
meet the needs of potato growers,
processors and traders. In order
for this group to successfully
participate in the value chain,
they need yield-improving and
input-saving technologies to help
close the persistent potato “yield
gap”and to reduce per tonne
production costs. Production
initiatives can be strengthened
greatly by germplasm research
focused on specific end uses,
tissue culture, rapid multiplication
of planting material, insect pest
and disease resistance (including
enhancing resistance to prevalent
diseases such as late blight by

combining conventional plant
breeding techniques with
biotechnology) and the formation
of producer groups to share
expertise and to strengthen
bargaining power. The continuous
generation and diffusion

of improved varieties is important
if the potato subsector is to
flourish. The expansion of potato
cultivation will also be facilitated
by improved irrigation supply,
chemical fertilizers, cold storage

facilities, and transport
infrastructure. In addition,

the market price of potato is often
subject to very limited
negotiation and is often decided
at the farm gate. Inefficient

and unfair pricing often results
in producers failing to respond
to market incentives, stifling
efforts to increase productivity
and undermining the necessary
on-farm investments in
production.

ASSEMBLING
THE POTATO
HARVEST, IND?NESIA. b

PH
FERNADIE LILI)




Partnerships for policy and research

xtending the benefits of potato
subsector in developing countries
requires action on a wider front. The
best strategy for achieving this is to
engage the international community in
agricultural development that benefits
small-scale farmers, who make up the
majority of the world’s most poor and
hungry. Such commitment will make a
strong contribution to achievement of the
first of the United Nations Millennium
Development Goals, to half the proportion of
those living in extreme poverty and hunger.
As a lead UN agency for agriculture and
rural development, FAO will be a key partner
in that process, by advising on policies and
strategies to modernize the potato subsector,
sharing its extensive knowledge of potato
farming systems, promoting appropriate
technology for sustainable intensification of

production, and forging links among
decision makers, producers, processors and
marketing chains.

CIP will play a key role through its
campaign for a new research for
development agenda that puts potato science
at the service of the poor. The new agenda
seeks to boost potato yields in developing
countries by working with them to provide
higher quality planting material, better
varieties drawn from a broader base of
potato genetic resources (including the rich
storehouse of Andean varieties), and
improved crop management practices. CIP
is calling for a renewed sense of
responsibility for conservation of the potato
gene pool and take concrete steps to ensure
that developing countries acquire the
capacity to utilize it in a sustainable
manner.
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SECTION 5

10 deepen understanding

of the potato’s role in world agriculture,
the economy and global food security,
FAO specialists compiled a series

of Jacisheels on key issues

in potato development.




By conserving -

and utilizing - the potato
genetic diversity developed
by their ancestors, small
farmors in the Andes aro
helping ensure world food

Key points

Potato farming systems need
A CoNtNUoUS Suphf of new
warkales drawn from the antim
patalo gena pool.

Potato bodiversity s under ihraal
- gncient vanaties cultivatad for
millennea have bean lost and

wild speces ang threatansd by

chrmate changes.

Smallholder fanming systems

in he Andes encoursge cIoss-
polination of potato flowers,

vital 10 sustaining the dversity of
lacal, tarmar-devaopad vanioties.

With CIP support, Anclean
communities heve created a
“potato park” hading some
1-200 traditional wariaties of
patato,

International Year of the Potato 2008

Potato and biodiversity

The history of the potato providas a
orirm warming of the nead 1o mantain
ganatic dversty in our stapke food
crops: in tha 189t century, lreland was
Mty rediant on only a lew vaneties of
potato, and those types contalned no
resislance 10 the devasiaing discass
kncwwn 25 |atd Dlight. YWhen lata Dlight
destroyed he 1845- 1840 polato
crop, widespread faming followed, An
astimaled one milion people stared
toy dhaath and more than a milion wens
forced to migrate abroad.

To combat pests and deaases, noreass

wiglds, fnd sustan peoduction on
marginal lands, today's potato-basad
agriculiural Sysiems Nesd & Conbnuous
supply of new vansties, That redquies
access to the entra potato gara poa,
But potato bindiversity is undar threat:
anciant vaneties cultwatad by Andaan
peopias for mdlennia have Been lost o
diseases, cimate changs and socel
uphadaval

Species and crop-associated
diversity

Whils most vaniaties of potatoas
belong to a single species, Salanum
tuberosum, about 10 other Solanwm
species have bean oultivated, and
200 wald species have been mconded,
Climate change may threstan the
gurvival ol thoss wild relatives: itis
forecast that 8s many as 12 percent
will DECOmE BxAiNGt 8s 1Ner growing
condmions detenorata. I cimato

Farmers sort vanksdies at Penu’s “potato park™
Photo: 2 CIP

Centre of origin

In tha Andean region, generations of
farmers have domasticated thousands

of potato vansties, Evan foday, famens
cullivate up 1o 50 vareties on their farms,
In the biodivarsity resena of tha Chilos
archepeiago in Chis, local prople cultvata
about 200 vaneties of native potato, They
usa farming practices transmitted orally
by generations of mainly women farmers.
changas drasticaly, the anes wheara

wild potatoss grow naluraly could ba
raduced by as much as 70 parcent,

Since potlatoes mostly propagats
vadaiathady, mosh commancial vars s
of potato have a reéduced ability 1o
ficwezr and breeders do not select for
Iraits thal maka 1he lower altractive

10 polrnators. Howoeer, natural

potato pollinalion remains important

1o Eﬂjﬂ{il"lll'h_] thea divETSITy of land
races {(lamer-dirvsloped vanalias thal
arg adapied 10 local evaronmantal
conditions), Forunataly, the dversa
smallhalder farmeng systems in the
Andes harbour & vanaty of fiowening
plants that do attract pollinators, sudh
as honeybess and bumblabess, which
promole cioss-pollination of potalo
Mcrers, s incraasing sood producticn
andd sustaming dversiy,

International Treaty

Tha potato is includad in the multilateral systam established under FADS
Infernational Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agricuthurs,
Thea Treaty, which antesed into force in 2004, aims at the consanation and
sustairabla use of crop plant diversily and the fair and eguitable sharing of
Banadits charivad Irom their we.




Conserving potato biodiversity

in the Andes

Haning lost mary of thair traditional
polako vanabes, Paruvian tarmmers in
T Arches 2 now Takeng messures
1o conserve and sustainably use
thosa that remain. A pact has been
sigred by six Cuechiua communities
wath the Intermational Potato Center
that recognizes the rights of tha
communities over potato sirains they
henee dhenvedopiedd.

Uinder the agreament, the Canter's
genabank refurns polato gonetic
rEsouUroes — and knowlados assocatoed
with theam — to the commurites, whch
henve established a “potato park”
(Pargle de fa papa) in & consarvaton
area whera they grow and manage the
plants, This repatriation of belogical
diversity efiectively keeps confrol of
gersabc resources local. The 15 000
ha park is a "iving Bvary” of potato
genatic diversity, holding some 1 200
vaneles of potato culirated in ihe
rehdands. A long-leem: goal i 1o o
estabish & tha world’s 4 D00 kncem

potatn vaneties i the valley, allowing

he ok 1o funclion &5 & SSoond canln

ol orign for thes vital staple crog.,

About IYP 2008

The International Year of the Potato,
1o b celabrated throughout 2008,
aims al raising global awarenass of
the potato’s key role in agrcultuee, the
economy and world food sacurity.

www.potato2008.org

insicta CIP's pan bank. Pholo: ©CIP
Diversity consenved in trust
The International Potato Ceantre in Peu maintans the world's langest bank of
potato germplasm, including somdé 1 500 samples of about 100 wild species
coliscted in eight Latin American countries, and 3 800 traditional Andaan
cullivated potatoes. The collection is maintained and managed undéar the
terms of an agreement with the Govarning Body of the International Treaty
on Plant Genatic Resouroes for Food and Agricutiure and, like &8 collections
alighile: for funding from the Giobal Crop Diversity Trust, is availtabis to plant
e

Cradits:
Irdormaticn provacied by 1he Global Crop Diversty Trust and the Flant Producton snd Prodection
Craman, FAD,
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seed tubers

A simple, low-cost technology
can help developing countries
produce the healthy seed

tubers farmers neod for

sustainable potato production

Key Points

Potato diseases can dramatically reduce
both tuber yields and quality.

Tissue culture of plantiets i i for
production of disease-free seed tuber
requires expensive technology and highly
trained staff,

A low cost alternative s the use of
cuttings - a single-noda, leaf-bud or
other type of very small plant culling

- for propagation of plariets under nan-
sterile conditions

The: cuttings oot easily and produce
plantiets as etficiently as in wtrg
propagation — each cutting can yield up

Tissue culture and
micropropagation

Elrrsnibary mathods of ssus cllbun
wers develapad in the1860s, and
micTopopagation has besn used
commencially for mutiphing stock plant
rratodisl since (he Wibe 10605,

Tha anmzil wolurme of plants
mcropropagated fom liskue culture.

& estimatad at hundneds of riliens of

plants, representing tans of thousarnds
af varotes.

wwm
include Bowrs, strawbarry, ornamantal
shrubs-and lonestry trees,

International Year of the Potato 2008

Production of disease-free

Fotatoes are susceptibls to a variety

ol destases thal kv yilds and

tubar quisiity. YWWhat's more, pathogoens
accumdlala in successive clonings of
tubers and in ihe sof usad 1o grow them
That i3 why sustanabla potato production
dipands on 8 conatantly renawsd supply
ol disease-irea planting malarial,

A TNEoE Inncvation 1o
s pObabo sy in
denalopod courtries
wiks the widespread
adophon in the 1870s
ol lissie culbung - of
micropropagation - &s
A means of muitiphing
cksaasa-Tree plants that
can sen D used 1o
produce haalifty sead
tubers for lenmers,
First, vituses and

othied pathogoens
eliminatad by growang
poato pants in 8
controdkad aranonment
al high temparature
T lisaasn-frgeds Shoot Bps of 1he plants
are then placed on a standard rutrisnt
meciium in glass containers [in vitro) in A
comietaly stedile |ahoratony emaronment
Thi lips develog mto planiets th are hen
traresiemad to either & gresnhouss or @ field
protected fom nssct pests, wham they
croney Al e samee rale &5 nosmal potaln
plants but produce smaler ubens (calad
“mini-fubers”),

Adtar harvesting, minl-ubers nead to be
storad al low tampaedatun. Ater alwoul
A5 days — and for a peniod of up 1o saven
months thereafiar — they can be moved
10 8 wanmad erdionman o induce
sprouting. Once planted, they go on 1o
poduce normial-see, disease-free sead
fubers ready for delivery to farmers. (Whils
rcwing, this plants nesd 1o b protecisd
boym insec] pasts 10 aveed new diseass
infactions.)

A low-cost alternative: small cuttings
Wi tha G el PIOCRSS doas dislhver
haaliimy Sond tubers, micropropagation o
plandliats is costly, requiing sophisticated
technology and well-trained staf. In
marry -'_‘ul,n.'._-ll:gnl'k'_; contrias, smplor and
leeis Eperesnd wiy's Of propagation Ao
neaded. FAD s promdating a promising.
ke -0l allermative: The wse of very small

cuttngs, i, & Segle-nod, eal-bud o
other type of plant cutting of abowt 1.5 cm
which can be grown o produce plantsts
on & commencial scae

The: gtarter plant matenal remaing a small
number of disease-free micropopagated
plantiats, whech, i mgions such as st
Saharan Africa, are oftan importad from
devaloped countnes. However, they ae
miultipliad nat i witro bl i eive (e in
non-steile, natural conditiona). Culings
ana propagatad in 8 groweng oom or a
shaded greenhouss in a midurs of peat
and sand for other rooting medka) in plastic
Irays placed on metsl stands

The cufting techmeqgue takes advaniaoe of
etiolaton — e, groswing the plantists undsr
ke it Enbesnsty, EGolatod plarts notin
Iher juvenile characianstics, producing
nenw Bhoots for jurther cultings that root
easity, In addition, the plants remain smal,
S0 Ty Can e grown ina Bmiled space




The importance of timing

}cthngs

a sourca for further cuttings

tha, & single culling can

ren fizld under shads) Plantsd in desg

s0il, the plantkets ool aas
WKL gQrowy Info perfectly normal potalo

PAaEnls and produce mini-ubans

The technique produces plantets al

About IYP 2008

The International Year of the Potato,

1o b calebrated throughout 2008,
aams Al raising giobal awarensss of
the potato’s key role in agnculturg, the
aconcimy and world food sacurity.
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Cradits:

Then tact shaed vos weitlen by FACE

tion and Prolec

Podabs plaials m 6 gieenhouss, 550 10 be planied mitasors, Photo: 08

Thiz citting techniquss i3 suited 1o davelopindg countries that need simplar and less
e weres of propacgating seed fubkrs, Howeer, producing good queaity
starer paning rmabenal i onky one slement in the prooess of potato seed ubes
production. Ssad supply schemes can fail bacauss propagation from cultings and
storage of mini-iubers B not coordinated with farmiers” cropping calendars. Uinkess
the field and siorage phases an wall planned and implamentacd, thi benafits of
mcropropagaion may be kst

Intermational Yaar ¢
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Combating pesis and
diseases with intensive

use of insecticides and
fungicides often does more
harm than good. An array of
alternatives is available...

Key points

Intensive potalo cullivation
1ands 10 Increass
diseass prassune, which often

36 [hal &no

lessdts 1o intensive use ol harmiful
pesticides,

HResistant potaio vaneties and
improviEd cullural prachoes

can recduce of aliminats marny
comiman pasts and disaasas,

Inftacratied past manacgemant has
halped fammers drastically reduce
the nead for chemical controls
whild inCraasing production.

International Year of the Potato 2008

Potato pest and disease
management

The usa of chemical pesticides

On polats is increasing in devaloping
countnes, as farmers miensdy
prociuction and pand cultiviabion mito
areas and plantng saasons beyond the
crop's fraditional range. The chamicals
used ara frequsntly highly toxc and
appbod with littka or no protectve
BCpLRHTan

Thez reesult 15 alarming levels of pesticide
poEsorng in famming communitios.
Insacticide absorbed by sl often
penatrates subsequent crops and nuns
affl 10 COrMBMmnas wWator supplias.
Creruse gl pasticidas even compounds
pesst and desaasae problema: in Colombia
oulbreaks of a viral disaase have boan
linkid 1o insechicidas thal wipad oul
rmaturd pradatons of the disaase’s veclorn,

Increasing potato production whis
prolecting producars, consumans and
tha amarorment redguies a holstic crop
protection approach encompassing

a range of siralecpss — enNcouraging
natura pest pradatons, reading vanabas
with pest/dsaass resstance, planting
cartified seed potaloes, growing tubers
i ratation with ather crops, and organic
compostng 1o mprove sl gquality.

Some of potato's main enemies
dissase woriowids, is caused by & water
Bacterial will: causad by the bacloral
pathopon, Bads bo severs osEats in
tropical, subtropical and temperats
TRgONG.
causes tubers 1o rot in fha ground and n
Viruses: cizseminatod in tubars, can cut
yialds by 50 parcant

Phioto: @ FAD
Ecuador: training reduces pesticide
poisoning

In Ecuador's Carchi province, a
programme supponed by CIF and

FAD used Farmer Fisld Schools to
drastically reduca high rales of pesticide
paisoning. Continuous cropping of
potato had produced not ondy high
yiekda, but highly favourabile conditions
Tor insects and fung dissases, leading
o massie applications of inseclicides
and fungicided. As a result of pasticide
axposurs, CIP scientists say, 60 percanl
of people in the ama showed reduced
nauro-tehasoural functions. 1P Iraining
enabled tarmers 10 reduce agrochermical
application costs - incuding fortilizer,
pesticide and labour costs - by an
avarage of 76 parcant with no affect on
productiity, Foliow-up studias show that
the reducad exposure 10 peshicides was
associaled with recovery of previously
suppressad nanous system functions.

Thera s no effectve chamical contml,
for axample, aganst bacterial walt. But
plarting haalthy seed n clean sod, Esing

mmmmmn
:hami:.tq.l—uqhnpﬂﬂhm
rasistanca 1o insscticides.

Potato tuber moth: most commanty
Phithofmasd oparculolia, is the most
damaging pest of planted and stomd
palatoss n Warnm, ory areas,
Loatminer fly [Liimyza hudbenss):
ASouth American nathe coreran i aeas
where Insecticides ars used Infensety
Cys! nematodes (Goboders palcs and
G, rosfochionss); serous sol pests n
{amperate regions, ha Andss and other
highlaind ansas,




I i oo

Tciaranl varatios in rotation with non

Because vinus-infected potato plants cannot be cured, CIF is working 10
ncorporala into new vanabes resistancs to the thees most common potato
viruses. Some virus resistancs ks now available inabout & quarter of CIP-

sescaplible crops, and othar sanilation
and cultivation practices can lead to

significant reduction of the disease

Incadenca of potato b moth can also

be reducad by preventing soll cracking

that alows moths 1o reach tha tubers,

Baith the International Potato Carle
(1P and FAD ad
Pest Managemeant [IFW) as tha

ate Inteorated

pridafrod pest coninol Siraledy durng
procuction. [PM aims al mainaning
pest populations at acoaptabila

levils and keepng pestciies and
othar mtervontions 1o levals that am
pconomically pstied and saks lof
fuman haalth and the smaonment,

FAD has promated IPM in marny
devalopan Courtrses using Fanmar
Fetd Schaols, which centre around a
“Iing laboratony” where tanmers are
tramiad (o idantify nsacts and diseases
and compare resulls on two subplols
—one usng comantional chermical
pest control and the other Lsng

1PML On the impeoved managemiant
o, partcpants St 1o improwe
ecosystam haahih by cutling pasticide
s el INCreasng [ roductiaty

it FOLON Mmanacerment i ansificaton
Farmmers axpirimant wilh a variety

of techmgues, such as wesil iraps,

About IYP 2008

The International Year of the Potato,
10 be colabrated througghout 2008,
airns 8t raising giobal awareness of
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Cradits:
infoemahon prosacied Dy the Intsrmshonal

Potato Cemor and FAD

bred genotypes.

Beating late blight

Bight, & network ol scientists; technologists and agricultural knowledge
agants in T2 couniries, is exploring new control stratagies, ncluding "organic
managaman” using improved sanitation in storags, rsk forecasting and

different sirans of potatoss and
targeted applications of lowes

lomicity pasticicks.

In Penu's Canels
Fryer valliy, CIF
antormoloogests
desgned an IPM
package 10 help

OO S Dol s

crops agpanst the leafmaesr
My, which had bacome a major
problem afler Mmasse usa

of INSaChicK

s natural enemies, The IPM

i
i"-|='"
Intrmation:

POTA
2008

extarmanalsd

programmie included fraps

o bt and kil aduft thes and

reinreduction to the vallay of
parasitic wasps. Participating

FOWers wing able to reducs

spraying from 12 Umes per
SAASON 10 onky one ar two

o) caralully timed applicatons

of insect growih reguators
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of the United Mations
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00153 Rome, aly
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Potato and soil conservation

Muich planting and the “no-
" potato can help reduce
the soil degradation,

erosion and nitrate
pollution often associated
with potato production

Land preparation, weeding and
harvesting of potato olten involve
intensive soil disturbance.

Gover crops sown before planting and
a5 the crop matures protect the soil and
faciitate harvesting,

restore soil, produces good yields and
reduces the need for fertilizer and fuel.

The advantages of conservation agriculture

Potato cultivation ususlly rmaobwes
imense soll tillage thicughout the
croppeng panod, wiich ohan leads 1o
sod degraciation, arcsion and leaching
ol rEtrates. During soil proparaton,
Ther dsnding topeaad 1S loosensd and
paricudarly on sticky sods - pubsanized
o small aggregates o avoid the
formation of clodks in the potato bads.
hachanical weading and macharzad
Pearvastng S0 rmohag milersing Sl
mwameant. Consanation agrculture - &
ESOUrca-saning orop production systom
offers seneral ysatul technigues for soil
corgaryalion in polabo production,

Mulch planting for potatoes

In comsantional, Wlage-based potalo
croppery systems, e nsk of S0l erosion
and nitrate Baching can be racheced
using the mulch planting lechnigue.

The potato bads are prapared well in
advanca of planting - If potato is to be
plartad in spring, the bads would ba
preparad balora wanter - and seeded

mmmmu enhancing natural biclogical processes
both above and below ground, 1t is based on three principles: minimum
orop rotations for annual crops and plant associalions o perennial orops.
By miremizing soil disturbance, GA creales a vertical macro-pore struciune in
thex 5o, which faciltates the infiration of excess mmwater nlo the subsol,
improves the seration of deeper 5ol layers, and faclitales rool penatration.

with a green manune cover crop. The
potato s later planted info the beds
which, by then, ame coverad by 1he daad
muich of the manuee cop.

For mecharical planting, planters as
equipped with special discs that cut
through the mulch and spiit the potato
beds, Tha muich protects the soil from
afosion during the first weeks of tha
ciop. As the potalo plants grow, the
reshaping of the beds inconmporates the
miukch. A second gréen manure crop
can be seeded towards the end of

tha polato crop, &s the potato plants
are drang off. The cover crop helps (o
diry out thee potato beds, contnibuting
to heslthiar tubers with educed risk

of damage during harwest, The groan
manure is separated from the potato
by a machanical potato harveston and
is left as a mulch cover after harvest,
protacing tha soil inom enpsion.

Mukch planting s being wsed for
potatoes n parts of Gemany and
Swatzerland, panticutary in watersheds
whare crinking waler souroes might

b proees 10 nirals pollutan fom
cormentional cultivation mathods.

Mooy tehess, whils mulch planting of
POt 0es Meduces 1ha ek of arosion and
rtras besching, iS6l imcobhes megor 5o
ITEvEmianl.

The "no-till potata’

Sod consenation can ba enhanced
furtheer weing a basic CA techrcgue,
“no-1lT cuffation. Tha "no-tils potato
5 prassed o thi soil surface, thon
coverisd with a thick layer of much
prderaly steaw, which is airhy siabis
and doas nod ol gueckhy. (Potaloes
it 10 D kegd in e dak 10 avwoid 1he
fewrnaticn of chloropind, which rendans
the: tubers green, bitter and oo,




I some Cases - for exampda in dey “ ““ otata h 'u\ﬁ n oe “ F‘ﬂll'ﬁ" n huﬁ “ ‘ ]

areas undar dip Ire Elicn Hack
rlaste sheets can atso ba used as
rmuich. Holes

plashc 10 allow ha potato pand to

arg punchad n ha

w oo i, The young [

fubhars formm under 1ha mulch ot
abond he soil surkace, During

harvesting, the sheels an removed

and 1he pOlaloss ane Sampdy
“collacted”, Cummandly, tha "no-til
potato 15 only grown i small fields
Lsing manu Bhour - Jor axampla,
in P under plastic covers and n
they Dermnoralic Paopla’s Hepubiic of

Fiorea unchar fica sirany,

Farmers in the Democratic Peopla’s Rapublic of Kora are using consanation
agrcultur in roa and potato production in ordar to restomn degraced sols
and achieve good potato yiskds with reduced nesd for fertilizar and fuel. The
potato-rice crop ratation system produces two Crops in 8 relathely shor
arowing sesson, rasulting in higher overall food production whan comparnad
b0 cutpun friorm & single man crop. Thie seed potato is insarod into the soil
urcler @ mulch cover fomed by the residues of tha preceding rice orop.
The potaioss grow through the rice straw and are harvestad within thees
months, Immediately aflersand, no-1ill® nos & ransplantad as the mesn
surmmer crop, Par hectare, the system can produce 25 lonnas of patatoes
and 7,5 tonnes of rice, and in cold slorage and transport infrasiruciune,

About IYP 2008 Contact:
International Year of the Potato Secretariat
The International Year of the Potato, Food and Agricutture Organization
1o ber celpbrated throughout 2008, of the United Mations
aims al raising giobal awarenass of Room C-778
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Agriculture faces n double
challenge: lo grow enough
food for the world's expanding
population while reducing

its share of the Earth's
freshwalor resourcos,

The potato can help...

Agriculture lmat significantly improve
its wobtame of production per unit of
wiater used,

The pﬂlam Il'ﬂdLl.‘EE more food per unil
of water than any other major crop.
From the same armmoi-rmr the
potato produces more dietary enengy
than rice, wheat and maize,

Tnimrlq the timing and depth of water
applications to specific stages of the
potato’s growth cycle can help reduce
waler usags.

Tomacucn pOlato’s waler neac, sceniisll o

Serpicyang vilnotes thit are drought-nesstant
with longar roct systems. Draming: CIP

Onr the past cemury
human sppropration

of fressh water has
expanded al mon

than twice the rata of
poplation ncreass

An estimated

3 B30 cubic km

(or 3 B30 irillion WMres) of
waler are now withdrawn
for hurman wse aadh year
with ihe Ron's sinans -
sorme 70 percent - being
taken by the aoricutiural
secion

But agriculluna's thirst

5 ok sustamable in he

g tenm. Facing intensa competition from
wrban and indusiria wsers, and mounting
evidence thal human use of water is
jpopardizing the effciency of tha Earth's
ecosystems, the sector must sigificaniy
Improve the wolumea

of production par unit of waber uged

Mutritional productivity
The: potado stands out for s productive
wisler use, yisiding more food per unit of
water than ary ather major crop. Aong
with groundnut, areon and carrols, s
“Turitsonal productiity” is especialy high
for every cubic metre of water appbed

n culthvation, the potalo produces

5 G000 calones of delany enegy, compared
103 B0 inmalze, 2 300 n wheat and just
2 000 innica, For the same
cubic metne, e potaio
yiltds 150 g of protein
double that of whaat and
maize, and 540 mg of
calciurm, doubile that of

;'_/ZM/#WWJ//
_.'fz!////l/////ﬂ |
117111/

products - consumad n the average diet
n 1he deneloped work equires water
wilhdrersals estimated a1 & DO itnes

per capdla per day (il takes. for ecampile,
aroursd 13 000 1o 15 000 litres of walor to
produce 1 kg of grain-led beef). But one
eoent study astimated thal & balanced
dint based on potalo, groundrut, ooeon
and camod wiolkd requere: per capda waler
consumption of just 1 000 litres per day.

Whila 8 polato-based diet is impractical -

4 g would ba npeded 1o oover per cagita
daily eneroy and pRoion requanmens

= increased conzuemplion of processed
potato products and extraction of potato's
rudrients offer a water-afficient means of
meating nutritonal nesds

produced per bbre of water

whit and Tour tirmes that
of rica

An increase in the

propartion of polato in
Nha et weould alrsans
ESSUNE O Welsr
resources. Cumently,

producing the foods
espacialy animel




Potato's water requirements

Modem potain varetes ane sensitn to sof water oaficits and
need frequant. shaliow irigaton. A 120 1o 1560 day polsio oop
consames friom 500 1o T0 mm of water, nd Oenketon of mom
than 50 pamcent of e Wokal avaiabls sol waler duting

the growmg Denod nesuls in iower yeas

To rechucs DOSAICTS WRIBS NBeds. SCHNDSS are 0awinpng
wiltiglins that s coughl-rssisnt with ongar ool systema.
Bt significant water Sanimgs can be made in cultivabion of
nctay's ooemmencial vansties by talonng the timing and depth of
water anplcations o specific stepes of the plant's growth oycle

I gersbral, watir oaficits in ihs micksSe to &te part of thi growing
pariod = during Strionizaton and tuber iniEhon and Dukang

= land 10 reducs yisid, whils the cop 5 less sensitive during
sarly vegatsive growth, Water savings can also be achieved by
aliowing reghac dagietion toward tha ripenng penod 50 et the
crop uses & avaiabie water siored In (ha roct 2004, & prachce
that may also hasten makunty and noesss dry matier content.

Some varksties respond batter ko irrigation in the earkar part of
tubsar buiking, while cthers show & Detter responsa in o attor
part. Vanaties with few tubars & usually Bes sensitive to water
dedficit fhan thosa with many fubers

Wi 508 should De MaiNtanNga 81 8 rsEMeRy Mign moisiEm
coxitent o manmiza yild, reguont rngaton with relathshy

ool wiatar may reduce e ol Tamoedatun Ditow e Optimum
value for tuber iormaton (15 &0 180G, hus affecting yeids
Alsn, wat and heavy 5085 Can craate sod Beralion protesms:

Tha Mt COMMON kngation mathods for potsin wEs jurmw
or Spiinkder systams, Furnw imgation has misihely ow water
usa sfficiency and is suitabie when water supohy is ampls, In

About IYP 2008

Tha International Year of the Potato,
1o be calpbrated throughout 2008,
amns al raising global awarensss of
the potatos key mole in agnculiune, the
econcmy and world food securily.

For svory unit of wiker, th potain prmdces: twice as much piolom an whis
@i maime. Photos DRAD GG Mapoitano

anesas wilh water scarcity, Sprinkdor o 9o ImgRaion s prelemad.
especially on sobs with kow water retention capacity

Tuber quality and yield

Wintar supoly And schaduling have mportant impScts on ubar
cuality = recuant imgation rduces s ooGurrencs of utar
maformation. Water dafict n = early phasa of yield formaton
nCraasas e Doourtenca of spindied WDers {mong nobcaales
In owval than in rund buber varielies) and, wihien iolowed Dy
ngRAcn, My rasult in tuber cracking of. lubers with “black
hearts”

Lisng good agriculiural practces, including irigation when
NECESsany, & crop of ahout 120 days n tempaate and
sulitropical cimates can yeld 25 1o 40 tonnes of fresh tubers
par FEctars.
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inflation

The potato is a highly
recommended food security
crop that can help shield
low-income countries from
the risks posed by rising
international food prices

Prices of cereats are rising faster than
thasa of potato and other rool crops.

Cowmntries with low levels of distary
diversity and high dependency on
cereal imports could benafit greatly
from expanded potato cultivation,

Potato flour can be blended easily with
wheat flour, providing countries with a
means of reducing costly wheal imports.

Potato is increasingly a valuable
spurce of cash income for kw-
income farm househoids

International Year of the Potato 2008

Potato and food price

Intanges compatiticn ko reduced
Imernations supplies of cereals and
other agricultural commodities & drving
weorichwicks Sood prica infiation, wihich
Briregs withoit the risk of food shorages
and social urvest in low-income
countries. One strategy that could help
reciuce the risk is divarsticaton of tood
proschuction 1o mutnitsous and varsalde
staple crops that am kess susoephble
1o the vagaries of intemational markets.
O sch) Crop is potado,

Uriike rice, wheat and maize, the potato
is nat & globally fradad commodity and
Its prices ame datarrmingd usually by
lecal supply and damand. A recant FAD
sunvey inomone than 70 of the workds
most vulnerabla countries found that
indlatica in potal prces s much lower
than that for caaals. Tha potato is,
thesraiors, & highly mecommeanded Tood
security crop that can help low-income
countrigs rida out fumol created by
oo price: Norassss,

Potato for nutrition = and income

In mary disveloping courinas, tha
pooras! and most undermounshad Tamm
housaholds depend on polaloes as a
primery o sscondary soures of food and

FAQO Cereal Price Index

1998-2000=100

g

nutriticrn, Thase houssholds value potato
becausa i produces langa quaniities of
detary energy and has relatively stable
yiedds under conditions n which other
crops rhight fad,

The potaio & highly adaptatle toa
wicks vanaty of tarming systemea. With
5 short vagatatnd cychy = hich yolds
within 100 derys — it fits wel into double
ormpn] 51_\.-'5[F:I'r’45 with nce, and s
alzo suitable for interciopping with
maiza and sovbeans, Potatoes can ba
grow at alfitudes of up 1o 4 300m
and in avanaty of cimatas, from the
banen hightands of tha Andes 1o tha
tropcal lovdands of Alica andd Asia,

Potato is also repidly becoming a
vaiuable sowrce of cash income - a
pernary rédquisila of Tood sacuity - for
marty smal scake producens. In many
deneloping countries, growth in urban
populations and incomes and the
drearsihication of duts hane lod 1o rising
dernand for potatoes o the last

food, snack fand comeEniencs food
ndustries. The sinuciural franstormation
of aroulturd- DSt SoonomiEEs inlo
miore urbanzed socaties Opans L rew
markat opporiunities for potato growsss

g

ud’@‘&'d’d".,ﬁ'é"@“.&.@

Rising prices of maize, whaat and o pose a threat 1o low-income counines




and 1o thear Iradirgy and processng
partners ;m the walus chain,

Investing in potato production

With s adaptability to a wida range
of uses, the potato has a polantially
imgportant rolg to play in the food
ayslames of Genaloping Coumiriss
Hirssgnoos, pohcy makors hawve
fracitionally looused on cash crops o
export ang on cereals, laaang potato
and other roal crops at the [-l_‘:uH\'-rl,'
of agricufiural denaloprmaent afiorts.
Redrassing this maiancs s mmpoant
If potato sectors are to thrive

Irnestmant in potato production
should b consicernd as insurance
against inemational market rbulence
and 85 a lood secunty safeguand, In
Ik curmend climate al high lood prices,
1t 15 often [orgotten hat wotil recanly
imernationa prices ior caraals had
reached histonc lows when adusted
for Inflstion, & boom followad by bust
in cedaal poces could ealy uncenmins
irvestments in the potato sector il
conaumers revert back to puichasing
chizap, subsdized imponed ceraals

About IYP 2008

The International Year of the Potato,
1o b celabrated throughout 2008,
airns 8t raising giobal awareness of
the potato’s key role in agrcultuee, the
econcmy and world food sscurity.

www.potato2008.org

Cradits:

Inlomalion prosaded by FAO's Tradke and
Warioin Desion

Proto page 1: © FalY Asssandin Genacstt

Pholo page 22 0 FADAL Jonaes

Strengthening the potato
‘value chain®

In devaloping couririss, potaloes
are often soid through fragmiertad
marketing chains with e co-
ordination and a ok of markat
informtion, giving rise to supply
chsruptions and high transachons
costs, Many small scale tarmers
are excluded from markats owing
thesir fow yields, and inadequata
storage and transport. Inefficient
and unlair pricing discoursges
theam froem meking on-tarm
Irwestmants i production.

Enbsancing 1he valls: cham requies
substantial public and privato
irnestment. espacially in breading
programimes and n nfrastuciurs
10 support and co-ordinats
acihdties along the chisn
Proxduction initialives can be
atrengthenad by research focusad
on specific end wses, rmapsd
multipcation of good quakty planting
matadal, and varalkes with pest
and diseasa resistance. Producens
of potato seed tubers nead 1o offer
yiedd-impecndng and input-saving
technologios that boost yiskds and

reclucs coats: Tha formation of
producer groups would help tarmers
share experlisa and strengihen thair
bargaining power. Production woulkd
alan baralil from mpaovamants n
tha supply ol imgation watar and
chamical fertizers, and In cald
siorage and transpor inrasirechure:

&%
Irtermation:

POTA
2008

Contact:

International Year of the Potato Secretariat
Food and Agricutture Organization

of the United Mations

Room C-778

Viale dalle Tarme di Caracalla

D053 Aomea, aly

Ted, + (30} 06 5706 5859, 06 5705 4233
E-mad: potato2008&ia0.org






Bibliography

Bernet, T., Thiele, G. & Zschocke, T. 2006..
Participatory Market Chain Approach (PMCA):
User Guide, International Potato Center (CIP),,
Lima, Peru.

Beukema, H.P. & van der Zaag, D.E. 1990.
Introduction to Potato Production. PUDOC.
Wageningen, The Netherlands.

Caldiz, D. 0. 2007. Produccion, cosecha y
almacenamiento de papa en la Argentina. BASF
Argentina S.A—McCain Argentina S.A. (Isted.).
Balcarce, Argentina.

CIP. [International Potato Center]. 2007. Root and
Tubers: The overlooked opportunity, Annual
Report. CIP, Lima, Peru.

CIP. 2008. Potatoes. Fact sheet. CIP, Lima, Peru.

CIP. 2008. Fifty potato facts. Fact sheet. CIP, Lima,
Peru.

CIP. 2008. Potatoes and economic policy. Fact sheet.
CIP, Lima, Peru.

CIP. 2008. Potatoes and the environment. Fact sheet.
CIP, Lima, Peru.

CIP. 2008. Potatoes and biodiversity. Fact sheet. CIP,
Lima, Peru.

CIP. 2008. Why potatoes. Fact sheet. CIP, Lima, Peru.

FAO. 1998. Storage and processing of roots and tubers
in the tropics. FAO, Rome, Italy.

FAQ. 2009. New light on a hidden treasure. IYP end-
of-year review. FAO, Rome, Italy.

Gildemacher, P., Demo, P., Kinyae, P.,
Nyongesa, M. & Mundia. P. 2007. Selecting the
best plants to improve seed potato. LEISA
Magazine 23(2): 10-11.

Guardia, Sara B. 2004. La flor morada de los Andes.
Universidad San Martin de Porres, Lima, Peru.

Horton, D. 2008. Facilitating pro-poor market chain
innovation: An assessment of participatory market
chain approach in Uganda. Working paper. CIP,
Lima, Peru.

Low, J., Baker, L., Bornierbale, M., Crissman,
C., Forbes, G., Lemaga, B. & Priou, S. 2007.
Emerging trends and advances in potato research
relevant to defining the way forward for the potato
subsector in Sub-Saharan Africa. African Potato
Association Conference Proceedings 7: 1-17.

Mancero, L. 2007. Potato chain study. FAO-ESAE-
CIP project document.

Nganga, S. & Shideler, F. 1982. Potato seed
production for tropical Africa. CIP, Lima, Peru.

Posadas, A., Rojas, G., Malaga, M., Mares, V. &
Quiroz, R. 2008. Partial root-zone drying: An
altrnative irrigation management to improve the
water use efficiency of potato crops. Working
paper. CIP, Lima, Peru.

Rouselle, P., Robert, Y. & Crosnier, J.C. 1996. La
Pomme de Terre: production, amélioration,
ennemis et maladies, utilisation. INRA, Paris,
France.

Stark, J.C. & Love, S.L. (eds.) 2003. Potato
Production Systems. University of Idaho
Extension. USA.

Van der Zaag, D.E. 1982. Seed potatoes, sources of
supply and treatment. NIVAA, The Hague, The
Netherlands.

Wachira Kaguango, Gildemacher, P., Demo,
P., Wagoire, W., Kinyae, P., Andrade, J.,
Fuglie, K. & Thiele, G. 2008. Farmer practices
and adoption of improved potato varieties in
Kenya and Uganda. Working paper. CIP, Lima,
Peru.

]

gEY INDICATORS
F
SUSTAINABILITY

Warsito Tantowijoyo & van de Fliert, E. 2006.
All about potatoes: A Handbook to the Ecology and
Integrated Management of Potato. CIP-ESEAP
Region & FAO Regional Vegetable IPM Program
in South and Southeast Asia.







International Year of the Potato Secretariat
Plant Production and Protection Division
Food and Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00153 Rome, Italy

potato2008@fao.org
www.potato2008.org

ISBN 978-92-5-106409-2

2

97789251706409
11127E/1/10.09/2000




	Cover1
	i1127e



