
12. DIFFERENT TYPES OF CORALS

Some corals can live alone, but most of them live in groups. Scientists call
them SOLITARY and COLONIAL corals.

Solitary Corals : These corals have a single large polyp. They live by
themselves. They form rounded shapes. A good example is the
mushroom coral.

Colonial Corals : Most corals live in groups. Many polyps live together
in a big family called a COLONY. Colonial corals can be either ‘hard’
or ‘soft’ corals. Let us look at them.
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13. HARD AND SOFT CORALS

Corals are of two varieties, hard and soft corals.

HARD CORALS build protective shells of limestone around themselves and,
when they die, they leave these ‘skeletons’ behind. Other corals often attach
themselves to these hard skeletons. Two examples of hard corals are Brain Coral
and Stag Horn Coral.

SOFT CORALS can live in much deeper waters than the hard corals. They
are not really soft. They look soft and are fleshy, but, if you touch them, they
feel like leather. They are also called FALSE CORALS.

Soft and false — why? Because they don’t build hard, outer limestone shells.
Only hard corals do that. Soft corals grow many thin coloured rods or spines
inside to support their soft bodies. When they die, they do not leave behind
hard structures upon which other corals can grow. Two examples of soft corals
are Sea Fans and Sea Whips.

28





14. WHERE DO CORALS GET THEIR COLOURS FROM?

Corals grow with the help of several chemicals in the sea around them. Some
of these chemicals are coloured and are called PIGMENTS. These chemicals
give the corals their beautiful, bright colours, which we so enjoy.

The Algae which live with the corals and in them are also coloured and these
lend their colour to their HOSTS. When you visit the reef, make a list of all
the colours that you see.

Hard corals have their pigments in their fleshy parts and not in the shells they
build. So when they die, the colours fade and they leave behind white
skeletons.

On the other hand, when soft corals die they do not lose their lovely colours
(red, orange, yellow, blue), because their colours are part of the skeleton and
not the living body.
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15. FISH IN THE UNDERWATER GARDEN

The coral reef is a wonderful garden. No one has really counted the number
of sea animals and plants that live in this coral garden.

Reef fish are as bright as the rainbow. Scorpionfish, Goatfish, Parrotfish,
Clownfish, Butterflyfish and Damselfish are some of the reef fishes. Amongst
them, you also find animals such as sponges, shrimps, barnacles, sea anemones,
sea urchins, oysters, sea slugs, flatworms and snails. There are also seaweeds
and other plants. They all live and feed in different ways — some by day, some
at night.

The reef is the home of animals -that swim, float and creep, of animals that fix
themselves firmly on to something else and never move again, and of several
plants. That is why it is called a LIVING REEF.
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16. FISH IN THE LIVING REEF

Let us look at the different kinds of fish near our island shores. There are
groups of Bannerfish, with fine black and white stripes and trailing long banners.
There are brightly coloured Angelfish and the black and yellow Butterflyfish.
Much bigger and with shining colours on its back is the Parrotfish. It attacks
the coral, and swimmers say that they can even hear the crunch of its powerful
jaws as it bites on the hard coral.

Also in this crowded, colourful world is the blue and yellow Surgeonfish. It has
strong, small, knife-like spines on each side of its tail. The Lionfish and Turkeyfish
look milder, but they are very poisonous.

Another creature which might shock you is the huge Sting Ray hovering on
the seabed. Or you might see a Moray Eel with its gaping jaws in the corner
of a coral. In deeper waters you will see the Grey Reef Shark.
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