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AQUASTAT

• FAO water flagships program. Since 1994.

• Article 1 of FAO’s Constitution to:

“Collect, analyze, interpret and disseminate information related 
to nutrition, food and agriculture”.

• AQUASTAT collects data and monitors target 6.4 water stress 
and water use efficiency. FAO is the custodian agency for SDG 
6.4. 
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AQUASTAT – Areas of work

• Data release: water and agriculture statistics

AQUASTAT collects, analyses and provides free access to over 180 
variables and indicators by country from 1960.

• Methods and Standards – Glossary, methodological guidelines

• Capacity Development

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT



AQUASTAT – Databases 

• Main database: water 
and agriculture statistics 
(SDG 6.4 indicators)

• Institutions 

• Dams 

• Irrigated crop calendars
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AQUASTAT – Main data base
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193 countries and territories Spatial coverage 

1961 ‐2019 Temporal coverage 

Water resources: internal, 
transboundary, total
Water uses: by sector, by source, 
wastewater
Irrigation: location, area, 
typology, technology, crops
Dams: location, height, capacity, 
surface area
Water institutions, policies and 
legislation.

Thematic



AQUASTAT dissemination system
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AQUASTAT – FAO Corporate Statistical Working System
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Imputation : linear interpolation, carry‐ forward, vertical imputation



AQUASTAT – AQUASTAT country profiles
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AQUASTAT – Geospatial information – AQUAMAPS 
and Remote sensing
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AQUASTAT – Publications and knowledge products
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AQUASTAT – Data collection process (since 
2018) 
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SURVEYS AND 
NATIONAL CENSUS

UN-WATER
SDG 6 Portal

OFFICIAL 
PUBLICATIONS

DATA VALIDATION

NATIONAL CORRESPONDENT

FAO – AQUASTAT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM

COORDINATION OF DATA 
COLLECTION AT 
COUNTRY LEVEL 

FAO – AQUASTAT ANUUAL QUESTIONNAIRE

UNSD – STATISTICS DIVISION
SDG Data Hub



AQUASTAT – National correspondents
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146 National Correspondents Nominated
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AQUASTAT – QUESTIONNAIRE
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• Annual 
questionnaire (12
SDG variables ou
of 34 variables) 

SDG indicators 6.4.1 & 6.4.2



Response rate (%) by Sub-region and year



Main challenges in SDG 6.4 monitoring process 

• Improve response rate– imputed data to 
calculate SDG 6.4

• Incomplete questionnaires and data 
inconsistencies, different definitions

• Institutional coordination at national level 

• Lack of metadata (methodology, sources)

• Harmonization of methodologies for the 
calculation of SDG 6.4. indicators at national 
level 
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For more detailed information on AQUASTAT

WWW.FAO.ORG/AQUASTAT

Thank you


