
SDG Indicator 5.a.1 

Job Aid – Survey module for collection at individual level (self-respondent) 

 List of questions Responses Explanation 
Q1 Do you currently use, own, or 

hold use rights for any 
agricultural land (including 
pastoral land), either alone or 
jointly with someone else? 
 

1_Yes 
2_No (end of module) 

Reported possession (self-perception of respondent’s possession status).  
This question refers to whether the respondent, not the respondent’s household, holds any 
agricultural land.  
It measures reported possession, which captures the respondent’s self-perception of his/her 
possession status, irrespective of whether the respondent has a formal documentation. 

Q2 Is there a document for any of 
the agricultural land you own 
that is issued by or registered 
at the Land 
Registry/Cadastral Agency, 
such as a title deed, certificate 
of ownership, certificate of 
hereditary acquisition?  
 

1 - Yes 
2 - No          >> Q4 

 

This question identifies whether there is a legally recognized document for any of the agricultural land 
the respondent reports having.  
 
Documented ownership / secure rights refer to the existence of any document an individual can use to 
claim ownership or secure rights in law over the land. 
 

Q3 What type of documents are 
there for the agricultural land 
you own, and is your name 
listed on any of the documents 
as owner or right use holder? 
 
LIST UP TO 3, SHOW PHOTO 
AID 
 
 

Codes for document type: 

1 - Title deed 
2 - Certificate of customary ownership 
3 - Certificate of occupancy 
4 - Certificate of hereditary acquisition listed in 
registry 
6 - Lease, registered 
7 - Other (specify: ______________) 

 

The list of options is indicative and countries are encouraged to adopt a country-specific list.  
 
It is of utmost importance that the list includes only country relevant documents that are enforceable 
before the law. Because individual names can be listed as witnesses on a document, it is important to 
ask if the respondent is listed “as an owner” on the document. It is recommended that the measure of 
documented ownership / secure rights is not conditional on the respondent producing the document 
for the enumerator to confirm. 

Q4 Do you have the right to sell 
any of the agricultural land 
you own, either alone or 
jointly with someone else? 

1_Yes 
2_No 
98_Don’t know 
99_Refuses to respond 

Alienation rights. 
This question obtains information on whether the respondent believes that he/she has the right to sell 
any of the agricultural land s/he reports possessing. When a respondent has the right to sell the land, 
it means that he or she has the right to permanently transfer the land to another person or entity for 
cash or in kind benefits. 

Q5 Do you have the right to 
bequeath any of the 
agricultural land you own, 
either alone or jointly with 
someone else? 

1_Yes 
2_No 
98_Don’t know 
99_Refuses to respond 

Alienation rights. 
This question obtains information on whether the respondent believes that he/she has the right to 
bequeath any of the agricultural land he/she reports possessing. When a respondent has the right to 
bequeath the land, it means that he/she has the right to give the land by oral or written will to another 
person(s) upon the death of the respondent 

 

 


