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SUBJECT: 	Distribution of the Report of the Twelfth Session of the Codex Conunittee on General  
Principles (ALINORM 97/33)  

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 21st SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Amendment to Rules II and IX to provide for the appointment of Members of the Commission as 
Coordinators and to confirm their attendance as Observers at sessions of the Executive Committee 
(para. 22, Appendix II) 

AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL 

Proposed Appendix to the Procedural manual 

Inclusion of the four Statements of Principle on the Role of Science in the Codex Decision-Making 

Process and the extent to which Other Factors are taken into Account, to be incorporated into an 

Appendix to the Procedural Manual entitled "General Decisions of the Commission" (para. 7). 

Inclusion of four Statements of Principle relating to the Role of Food Safety Risk Assessment in the 

above mentioned Appendix (para. 20, Appendix III). 

Definitions for the Purposes of Codex Alimentarius 

Inclusion of Definitions of Risk Analysis Terms related to Food Safety (para. 21, Appendix III). 

Guidelines for Codex Conunittees (Section G) 

Amendment to the Composition of Codex Committees - Observers, clarifying the modalities of 

participation of international organizations, and to the Preparation and Distribution of Papers 

concerning the publication of comments (paras. 41 and 43, Appendix IV) 
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Guidelines for the Inclusion of Specific Provisions in Codex Standards and Related Texts (Section H) 

Deletion of the Principles for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria to 
Foods and the Guidelines for the Use of Codex Committees on the Inclusion of Provisions on 
Nutritional Quality in Food Standards and Other Codex texts (para. 40, Appendix IV) 

Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities and for the Establishment of Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission - Section J 

Amendments to the current text to incorporate a reference to the Medium-Term Plan of Work and 
to strategic planning in specific project areas (para. 40, Appendix IV) 

Relations between Commodity Committees and General Subject Committees - Section K 

Recommendations to clarify the relations between the Committee on Food Additives and 
Contaminants and commodity committees (para. 40, Appendix IV) 

Other recommendations  

Recommendations providing for a clarification of the status of "advisory" Codes, Guidelines and 
related texts (para. 32) 

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above documents 
should do so in writing to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy, before 1 April 1997. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The summary and conclusions of the 12th Session of the Codex Committee on 
General Principles are as follows: 

Matters for adoption by the Commission: 

The Committee: 

recommended that Rules II and IX be amended to provide for the appointment of 
Members of the Commission as Coordinators and to confirm their attendance as 
Observers at sessions of the Executive Committee (para. 22, Appendix II) 

recommended the addition of an appendix to the Procedural Manual entitled "General 
Decisions of the Commission" including: 

the four Statements of Principle on the Role of Science in the Codex 
Decision-Making Process and the extent to which Other Factors are taken 
into Account (para. 7) 

the four Statements of Principle relating to the Role of Food Safety Risk 
Assessment (para. 20, Appendix III) 

agreed to revise the following sections of the Procedural Manual: 

Definitions (para. 21, Appendix III) 
Guidelines for Codex Committees (paras. 41 and 43, Appendix IV) 
Guidelines for the Inclusion of Specific Provisions in Codex Standards (Section H) 
(para. 40, Appendix IV) 
Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities (para. 40, Appendix IV) 
Relations between Commodity Committees and General Subject Committees - 
Section K (para. 40, Appendix IV) 

proposed specific recommendations in order to clarify the status of "advisory" Codes, 
Guidelines and related texts (para. 32) 

Other Matters of Interest to the Commission 

The Committee: 

recommended that the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk Products be 
redrafted as a standard (para. 15) 

recommended that the Draft Guidelines for Codex Contact Points and National Codex 
Committees prepared by CCASIA be circulated to other regional Coordinating 
Committees (para. 8) 
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ALINORM 97/33 

REPORT OF THE TWELFTH SESSION OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL 
PRINCIPLES 

INTRODUCTION 

The Codex Committee on General Principles held its Twelfth Session at the Headquarters of the 

Office International des Epizooties in Paris, from 25 - 28 November 1996, at the kind invitation of 

Government of France. Professor Jean-Jacques Bernier, Chairman of the French National Committee for 

Codex Alimentarius presided over the session. The Session was attended by 163 delegates, alternates and 

observers from 42 Member countries and 19 international organizations. A complete list of participants, 

including members of the Secretariat, is given in Appendix I. 

The Session was opened by Mme. Marion Guillou, Director-General for Food on behalf of M. 
Philippe Vasseur, Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. Mme. Guillou stressed the new 

importance placed upon Codex Standards as a result of the adoption of the Marrakesh Agreements and of 
the importance of the Committee on General Principles in assuring the successful and correct functioning 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its other subsidiary bodies. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1) 1  

The Delegation of India, noting the late despatch of documents for Agenda Items 5, 6, 8 and 9, 
proposed that discussion of these items be postponed. The Delegation pointed out that the Rule V.7 of the 
Commission's Rules of Procedure required documents to be made available normally not less than 2 
months before the Session and therefore strongly opposed the adoption of the Provisional Agenda. The 
Delegation of India also proposed discussion of special and differential treatment to be applied to 
developing countries; the Committee agreed  to take this matter up under Agenda Item 6. The Committee 
agreed to consider the recommendations of the Executive Committee concerning establishment of 
deadlines for the submission of government comments under Agenda Item 9. 

The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as modified as the Agenda for the Session. 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER 

CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 3)2 

ROLE OF SCIENCE IN THE DECISION MAKING PROCESS 

The Committee recalled the decision of the Commission to adopt the four Statements of  Principle  
concerning the Role of Science in the Codex Decision Making Process and the Extent to which Other 
Factors are Taken into Account and discussed a proposal to incorporate them in the Procedural Manual. 

Some delegations supported their inclusion in the General Principles of Codex  in view of their 

essential importance as a basis for Codex policy. Other delegations expressed the view that their inclusion 

in the Procedural Manual had not been explicitly requested by the Commission and was in any case 

inappropriate. Moreover, the implications of the statements might require further discussion, especially as 

regards the reference to acceptance in the fourth statement. 

CX/GP 96/1 

2 	CX/GP 96/2 
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The Committee agreed to recommend to the Commission that the Statements of Principle be 
incorporated into an appendix to the Procedural Manual entitled "General Decisions of the Commission" 
which would be published in the  10th  Edition of the Procedural Manual. This Appendix would be further 
developed to incorporate other policy decisions which provided essential guidance from the Commission to 
its subsidiary bodies. In this respect, it was recalled that the  9'  session of the Committee (1989) had 
considered a similar proposal, and it was suggested that such a document be prepared for consideration by 
the next session of the Committee. 

CODEX COMMITTEE FOR ASIA 

The Committee noted that the last session of Executive Committee had adopted at Step 5 Draft 
Guidelines for Codex Contact Points and National Codex Committees and that general advice was needed 
on how to proceed with such Guidelines developed on a regional basis. Several delegations stressed that 
the development of such advice was very useful to National Codex Committees and that guidelines should 
allow for enough flexibility according to the region or country. The Committee agreed that the Draft 
Guidelines should be circulated to the other regional committees, to be examined to determine if the Draft 
Guidelines would be suited to their regional situation and could therefore be transformed into a single text. 

CODEX COMMITTEE FOR FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS 

With reference to the proposal from the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products to define 
"non safety mandatory requirements" and, while noting that the revision of the Codes of Practice was still 
at an early stage, agreed that the use of the terms "advisory" and "mandatory" would be considered from 
a general perspective under Agenda Item 7. 

CODEX COMMITTEE ON MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

The Committee considered a proposal to align the Code of Principles concerning Milk and Milk 
Products with other relevant Codex texts, through conversion into a standard as it essentially contained 
labelling requirements, and deletion of general requirements which were already covered by Codex 
general texts (Preamble, Article 1 and 8). 

Several delegations supported the deletion of general requirements, while emphasizing the 
necessity for consistency throughout Codex and the prevalence of the horizontal approach, especially 
where labelling was concerned, it being understood that matters relating specifically to milk products were 
under the responsibility of the Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products (CCMMP). The Observer 
from IDF agreed that all general requirements could be deleted and the technical contents (sections 2 to 7) 
should be retained to be redrafted as a standard. 

Several delegations supported the deletion of provisions on the monitoring of the Code, as regular 
review of Codex texts was a general principle of Codex there was no need to specify it in an additional 
text for milk products The Delegations of France expressed the view that the opportunity of retaining 
Article 8 should be left to the CCMMP in view of its specific objectives . 

After an extensive exchange of views on this issue and Committee reasserted that the approach 
taken by the CCMMP in the elaboration of Codex texts should be consistent with that taken by other 
Codex committees. The Committee reasserted that the actual technical content of the Code was under the 
responsibility of the CCMMP, that the general approach should be followed as regards labelling, and all 
relevant provisions should be endorsed by the Codex Committee on Food Labelling. 

The Committee recommended that the Code be redrafted in the form of a standard, with the 
deletion of the general provisions which were covered by other general Codex texts. This included the 
Preamble and Article 1; Article 8 should also be deleted unless the CCMMP demonstrated that there were 
specific reasons for the inclusion of the provisions therein. It was noted that this recommendation did not 
affect the status of the Proposed Draft Code, forwarded for adoption at Step 5, but that the Commission 
may wish to take into account the recommendations of this Committee. 
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CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD HYGIENE3  

The Committee noted that the  last session of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene had 

proposed an amended text for inclusion in the Procedural Manual (Section H) in order to clarify the 

approach to the inclusion of food hygiene provisions in Codes of Practice, in the perspective of the revised 

General Principles of Food Hygiene. 

RISK ANALYSIS: DEFINITIONS, PROCEDURES AND PRINCIPLES (Agenda Item 4) 4  

The Committee noted that work on incorporating risk assessment principles into Codex decision-

making and procedures had been initiated on the basis of the recommendations of the Joint FAO/WHO 

Conference on Food Standards, Chemicals in Food and Food Trade, held in Rome in 1991. On the basis 

of these recommendations the Commission at its 19 th  and 20`h  Sessions had agreed on the incorporation of 

risk assessment principles in its procedures. To assist the Commission FAO and WHO convened a Joint 

FAO/WHO Expert Consultation of the Application of Risk Analysis to Food Standards Issues in March 

1995. The 21 st  Session of the Commission agreed that the report and recommendations of this 

Consultation should be considered by relevant Codex Committees, especially the Committee on General 

Principles, so that the risk analysis concept would be incorporated into the Codex procedures. It also 

invited governments to comment on the definitions proposed by the Expert Consultation for use in this 

area. 5 

The Committee noted that the question of setting an appropriate level of protection was a matter 

for sovereign governments within their obligations under the SPS Agreement, but that governments were 
required by the Agreement to base their sanitary and phytosanitary measures on risk assessment principles 

and that efforts were being made to harmonize their decision-making processes. As a result, there was a 

need for Codex to provide a clear, transparent and well-documented system for risk analysis in its own 

decision-making process so that governments would be able to determine their position when deciding on 

the use  of Codex standards and related texts and in harmonizing their requirements on the basis of Codex 
standards. 

The Committee made a number of modifications to the proposed statements incorporating risk 
analysis principles into the general procedures of the Commission with a view to providing a harmonized 

approach in these matters. It recognized that in order to facilitate the application of the risk analysis 
process when developing standards and related texts, it was necessary to take into account the concept that 

different processes and procedures may achieve the same food safety objectives. This would enable 

governments to examine alternative requirements in the light of their national situation. This concept 
would be developed as part of further statements of principle relating to the role of risk analysis in Codex. 

The Committee drew attention to the need to harmonize approaches in different Codex Committees to the 

matter of intake assessment in relation to risk analysis. 

In regard to risk assessment and risk management, the Committee recognized that adequate 
flexibility should be provided where appropriate to meet any special needs of developing countries. 

The Committee recommended that the statements be included in the Procedural Manual in the 

Appendix of General Decisions (see para. 7), following the Four Statements of Principle on the Role of 

Science in the Codex Decision-making Process and the extent to which Other Factors are taken into 

Account. The statements are reproduced in Appendix II of the present report. 

CX/GP 96/2- Add.1 
4 	 CX/GP 96/3; CX/GP 96/3 - Add. 1. 

5 	 ALINORM 95,137, paras. 27-30; Circular Letter CL 1995/40-CAC; WHO/FNU/FOS/95.3. 
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The Committee noted that the proposed definitions had been the subject of several revisions in the 
light of comments. Recognizing the urgent need for guidance in the use of terms and definitions, but also 
recognizing that there were several efforts underway to harmonize definitions in this area, the Committee 
proposed  that the Definitions be adopted by the Commission on an interim basis and published in the 
Definitions Section of the Procedural Manual with a note to the effect that they would be subject to 
modification  in the light of developments in the science of risk analysis and as a result of efforts to 
harmonize definitions across various disciplines. 

REVIEW OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE (Agenda Item 5) 6  

. The Committee endorsed and transmitted to the Commission proposals to amend the Rules II and 
IX of the Rules of Procedure to provide for the appointment of Members of the Commission as 
Coordinators and to confirm their attendance as Observers at sessions of the Executive Committee. The 
proposed amendments may be found in Appendix III to the present report. 

REVIEW OF THE ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE FOR CODEX STANDARDS IN THE 
PERSPECTIVE OF THE WTO SPS AND TBT AGREEMENTS (Agenda Item 6) 7  

The Committee supported the view that the current acceptance procedures, although they offered 
transparency in the use of Codex Standards, had not completely achieved this goal and in any case were 
no longer appropriate in the light of the SPS and TBT Agreements. It noted the linkages between the 
acceptance procedures and the procedures for the elaboration and adoption of standards to be discussed 
under Item 8 (below) and the implications of instituting a new acceptance and/or notification procedure. 
The Committee noted the Secretariat proposals for a procedure to replace the current acceptance 
procedures, but requested revised proposals to be prepared and distributed to all Members for comments 
well in advance of the Committee's next Session. These proposals should provide for: 

clearly defined objectives; and 

simple acceptance procedures, the least bureaucratic possible; and/or 

simple notification procedures, the least bureaucratic possible. 

The Committee noted that the SPS Committee was developing procedures for the monitoring of the 
use of international standards and encouraged that Committee to make such procedures the least 
bureaucratic possible when dealing with food standards. 

REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF CODES, GUIDELINES AND RELATED TEXTS (Agenda Item 7) 8  

The Committee recalled that the Executive Committee had requested the Secretariat to undertake 
an analysis of all texts other than standards with a view to clarifying the status of these texts, and 
considered a number of recommendations to this effect. 

The Delegation of the United Kingdom proposed that a distinction should be made between Codex 
texts which would be relevant to the SPS and TBT Agreements and those which should not be defined as 
international standards for the purpose of the Agreements. The Committee however recalled that all types 
of Codex texts when applied to foods in international trade would be covered either by the definitions of 
"international standards, guidelines and recommendations" under SPS or the definition "technical 
regulation" or "standard" under TBT, and any qualification proposed to the texts within Codex could not 
alter their status under the WTO Agreements. 

6 	 CX/GP 96/4 
7 	 CX/GP 96/5; CX/GP 96/5 - Add. 1. 

8 	 CX/GP 96/6 
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The Committee discussed the opportunity of referring to "advisory" texts within Codex and 

recognized that this term had no clear meaning, especially as the WTO Agreements did not recognize such 
distinctions. Some delegations pointed out that Codex texts were also intended to provide advice to 
governments and that this aspect should be taken into consideration. To avoid potential confusion the 
Committee agreed to recommend that the use of the terms "advisory" and "mandatory" should be 
discouraged. 

The Committee recommended that Codex Committees review the codes, guidelines and related 
texts under their responsibility in order to determine to what extent they should be redrafted as standards. 

The Committee reasserted that all Codex texts should be elaborated with the same scientific rigour, 
and clarified that this also applied to those aspects not directly related to food safety 

The Committee had an extensive discussion on the status of quality criteria intended for voluntary 
application by commercial partners and their relevance under the TBT Agreement. Some delegations 
pointed out that following the recommendations of the Commission, only essential requirements had been 
retained in the standards; other provisions had been transferred to an annex, thereby making it clear they 
were not intended for use by governments for assessment of imports. The Committee agreed that, 
notwithstanding the status of such provisions as standards under the TBT Agreement, a statement should 
be included to specify that they were not intended as a standard or as a relevant text in the context of the 
SPS and TBT Agreements. 

The Committee recommended that explanatory material contained in Codex texts should be 
adequate for the interpretation of the text. 

Following the above discussion, the Committee agreed to put forward the following 
recommendations for consideration by the Commission: 

In view of the confusion created by the use of the term "advisory" and as the term 
cannot be defined satisfactorily and the SPS and TBT Agreements do not appear to 
distinguish between mandatory and advisory texts, its use within the Codex 
framework should be discouraged, as well as the use of the term "mandatory"; 

All Codex texts specific to the control of food moving in international trade should 
elaborated with the same degree of rigour and scientific justification where 
appropriate as Codex standards; 

Codex standards or any other texts which establish quality criteria for products 
additional to essential quality factors should clearly indicate that such criteria are 
intended for voluntary application by commercial partners, as follows: "This text is 
not intended as a standard, guideline recommendation, or technical regulation within 
the meaning of the SPS and TBT Agreements"; 

The degree of explanatory material contained in Codex texts should be adequate for 
the interpretation of the text. 

REVIEW OF THE ELABORATION PROCEDURE (Agenda Item 8) 9  

The Committee recalled that at its last session it had asked the Secretariat to conduct a survey of 
procedures used by other standardization organizations and study the possibility of introducing alternative 
procedures for obtaining consensus on draft standards at various stages in the elaboration process. 

Several delegations questioned the proposal to introduce postal voting procedures at Step 5. They 
supported the current procedures because they allowed for full exchange of views on issues in open 
sessions, thereby facilitating the achievement of consensus and transparency. 

CX/GP 96/7 
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The Delegation of India, supported by the Delegation of Ghana, emphasized the difficulties for 
developing countries to participate in Codex; thus it was necessary for the decision making process to 
reflect the views of all member countries, which was not always the case with the current procedure. 
Consequently, India supported the introduction of voting by correspondence in order to allow all members 
to express their position. 

The Committee was generally of the view that decisions should normally be arrived at by 
consensus. However, it recognized that in view of the importance and complexity of the issues involved, 
detailed consideration should be given to all aspects of the Elaboration Procedure, including the quorum, 
and rules and procedures concerning voting. It called for a document suggesting a number of options to 
be prepared for consideration at its next session. 

It was suggested that a group of interested countries might meet between the sessions to prepare 
proposals. However, the Committee noted that the issues under consideration included those that were 
legal in nature and thus the input of the Legal Counsels of FAO and WHO would be required. With the 
agreement of the Chairperson of the Committee on General Principles, consideration might be given at a 
later date to convening a small group of advisors, consisting of representatives of each Region or group of 
countries defined in Codex, might be considered at a later date, if necessary. 

The Committee agreed that a document proposing alternative options for addressing all relevant 
aspects of the elaboration procedure, would be prepared with input from the Legal Counsels of FAO and 
WHO, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, for circulation and consideration by the next 
session. 

QUORUM (RULE IV.6) 

The Committee recalled that there had been no support for an earlier proposal to reduce the 
quorum for adopting amendments of, or additions to the Rules of Procedure. At the Commission's 
request, the Secretariat had provided several alternative proposals which might be considered in cases 
when this quorum could not be obtained. After an exchange of views on these alternative proposals, the 
Committee agreed that the present provisions concerning this quorum should be retained for the time 
being. 

REVISION OF THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL (Agenda Item 9) 1 0  

The Committee endorsed the proposals of the Secretariat to make technical changes to certain 
sections of the Procedural Manual so as to reflect current practices and recent decisions of the 
Commission. The proposals as amended by the Committee are set forth in detail in Appendix IV to the 
present repórt and are submitted to the Commission for approval. 

The Committee endorsed the proposal concerning participation in an observer capacity of 
international organizations other than those in formal relation with either FAO or WHO. It noted that 
such organizations were considered as "recognized" if they were listed as "international organizations" in 
the Yearbook of International Organizations published annually by the Union of International 
Organizations. The Delegation of Indonesia suggested that invitations should be extended only to 
international organizations whose work was relevant to the work of the Commission or Committee 
concerned. 

The Committee agreed that members of the press should be registered separately at Codex sessions 
and that all persons attending Codex sessions should be issued with name badges which clearly indicated 
their status. 

10 	 CX/GP 96/8 
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The Committee also agreed that host government secretariats responsible for Codex Committees 

should not be obliged to reproduce comments submitted in response to Codex Circular Letters if they were 

received less than one month before a Committee session. This would not, however, prevent participants 

(Delegations and Observers) from circulating memoranda on issues on the Agenda as was their right under 

the Rules of Procedure. It was pointed out that the timing and distribution of Circular Letters should allow 

adequate time for comment. The Delegation of Malaysia, supported by other delegations, stressed the 

importance of distributing documents in conformity with the Rules and well in time in order to determine a 

national position through appropriate coordination. 	Several delegations and observers stated that 

consideration should be given to strengthening the Codex Secretariat to accommodate the increased work 

load. 

The Committee also noted a request that provisions be included in the Procedural Manual on 

special and differential treatment of developing countries in the work of Codex, based on similar 

provisions in the SPS and TBT Agreements. The Committee requested that a document on this matter be 

prepared for consideration at its next Session. 

CONSUMER PARTICIPATION IN CODEX WORK (Agenda Item 10) 11  

The Observer from Consumers International introduced a document on consumer participation in 

Codex work, stressing the difficulties faced by consumer organizations to be represented at the national 

and international level. These difficulties were primarily due to financial constraints which were 
especially felt in developing countries. The Observer noted that good progress had been made on 

representation in National Codex Committees, as well as on consumer education, but that more needed to 

be done especially to encourage consumer participation in delegations at Codex sessions. 

The Observer restated the organization's request that consumers be represented as observers in the 

Executive Committee. The Committee however recognized that the non-admission of observers to sessions 

of the Executive Committee was general and applied to member countries as well as international 

organizations. The Delegation of Norway expressed the view that it would not be opposed to positive 

discrimination in favour of consumer representation in the Executive Committee. 	It was also 

recommended that more efforts should be made to appoint experts proposed by consumers' organizations 

in FAO and WHO expert panels and consultations, where appropriate. Reference was also made to the 

recommendations of the Executive Committee at its 43 rd  Session concerning the role of consumers 

organizations in Codex work 12 . 

Several delegations reported on the measures taken to improve consumer involvement in Codex 

matters at the national level, as well as consumer information. 

The Secretariat informed the Committee of ongoing projects and activities for the strengthening of 

National Codex Committees in a number of countries, with special emphasis on the multi-sectorial nature 

of Codex work and the importance of consumer participation. 

The Observer from Consumers International expressed its appreciation to the Committee for the 

opportunity to discuss this matter and it was noted that Commission would continue its discussions on 

participation by consumer and other organizations. 

OTHER BUSINESS, FUTURE WORK AND DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION 

(Agenda Item 11) 

The Committee noted that is future work would include, inter alia: 

Further consideration of issues relating to the integration of risk analysis principles in the work 

of Codex, in particular in the application of risk management; 

Consideration of proposals concerning the quorum for conducting normal business, voting rules 

and procedures, and other measures aimed at improving consensus; 

CX/GP 96/9 
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Consideration of proposals concerning possible acceptance and notification procedures; 

Consideration of provisions for special and differential treatment for developing countries; 

Other matters referred to it by the Commission and other Codex Committees. 

51. 	The Committee noted that its next regular session would be held in Paris in November 1998, the 
exact dates and place to be determined by the Codex and host government Secretariats. 



-9- 

SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

Subject Matter Step Action by Reference in 
ALINORM 97/33 
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Procedure 

Governments 
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para. 22 
Appendix II 

Revision of the Procedural 
Manual: 
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Governments 
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para. 21 
Appendix III 

paras. 7 and 21 
Appendix III 

para. 40 to 44 
Appendix IV 
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the Role of Science 
the Role of Risk Assessment 

- Guidelines for Codex 
Committees 

- Guidelines for the Inclusion of 
Specific Provisions 

- Relations between Committees 

- Criteria for the Establishment of 
Work Priorities 

Recommendations concerning 
Codes and related texts 

Governments 
22nd CAC 

para. 32 

Review of the Acceptance 
Procedure 

Secretariat 
13th CCGP 

para. 24 

Review of the Elaboration 
Procedure 

Secretariat 
13th CCGP 

para. 38 



ALINORM 97/33 
APPENDIX I 

- 10 - 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

Chairman/President/Presidente 

Professor Jean-Jacques BERNIER 
Président du Comité National du Codex Alimentarius 

ARGENTINA 
ARGENTINE 

Alfredo Jorge NADER 
Sub. Secretaria de Alimentacion 
Secretaria de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacion 
Area Codex Alimentarius 
Paseo Colon 922-2°P 
(1063) Buenos Aires 

AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRALIE 

San NG 
Counsellor, Veterinary 
Australia Embassy 
Guimard Centre 
Rue Guimard 6-8 
1040 Brussells - BELGIUM 

AUSTRIA 
AUTRICHE 

Dr. Arnulf SATTLER 
Bundesministerium ftir Gesundheit 
und Konsumentenschutz 
Sektion III 
Radetzkystr.2 
A-1030 Wien 

BELGIUM 
BELGIQUE 

Charles CREMER 
Ministère de la Santé 
Inspection denrées alimentaires 
Cité Administrative de l'Etat 
Quartier Esplanade 
1010 Bruxelles 

Guido KAYAERT 
Conseiller 
Nestlé Coordination Center 
Birmingham Straat 221 
1070 Brussels 

Gabriel YSEBAERT 
Ingénieur Agronome 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Manhattan Office Tower 
Av. du Boulevard 21 
1210 Bruxelles 

BRASIL 
BRESIL 

Denis SOUZA PINTO 
Ambassade du Brésil 
34 Cours Albert ler 
75008 PARIS 

Landemar AGUIAR 
Ambassade du Brésil 
34 Cours Albert ler 
75008 PARIS 

CANADA 

Ron B. BURKE 
Director 
Bureau of Food Regulatory, 
International and Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate 
Health Protection Branch 
Health Canada 
H.P.B. Building, Room 200 
Ottawa, Ontario, K I A  0L2 

Dr. Anne MAC KENZIE 
Director General 
Food Inspection Directorate 
Food Production and Inspection Branch 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
59 Camelot Drive 
Nepean, Ontario, K I A 0Y9 

Robert MILLS 
Director 
Technical Trade and Intergovernmental Liaison 
Inspection and Enforcement Directorate 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
200 Kent Street, 9th Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0E6 



CHILE/CHILI 

Pedro MEDRANO 
Via Po 23 
ROMA (Italie) 

M. Jaime MOSCOSO 
Catedral 1158 

COLOMBIA/COLOMBIE 

Alvaro FRANCISCO URIBE 
Avenida Jimenez N° 7-65 
Piso 4° Costado Sur 
Bogota 

CROATIA/CROATIE 

Nada MARKOVCIC 
Head of Contact Point of Codex Alimentarius 
State Office for Standardization and Metrology 
Ul. Grada Vukovara 78 
10000 Zagreb 

DENMARK/DANEMARK 

Lars HERBORG 
Head of Division 
Danish Veterinary Service 
Rolighedsvej 25 
DH-1958 Frederiksberg C 

Anne BUSK-JENSEN 
Executive Food Adviser, M.Sc. (Chem.Eng) 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
1787 Kobenhavn V 

Knud OSTERGAARD 
Adviser 
Ministry of Health 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 

EGYPT/EGYPTE 

Professor Dr. Mohamed Amin 
Ain-Shams University, 68 P.O. Box 
Hadaek Shoubra 11241 
Cairo, Egypt 

FINLAND/FINLANDE 

Pirkko RAUNEMAA 
Deputy Director 
National Food Administration 
Box 5 
00531 Helsinki  

Kristian TAMMIVUORI 
Ministerial Counsellor 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Box 230 
00171 Helsinki 

Pia MAKELA 
Veterinary Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Box 232 
00171 Helsinki 

FRANCE 

Bernard VALLAT 
Chef du Service Qualité Alimentaire et actions 
vétérinaires et phytosanitaire 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
175 rue du Chevaleret 
75646 PARIS CEDEX 13 

Patrick BONJOUR 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
175 rue du Chevaleret 
75646 PARIS CEDEX 13 

Carole BUY 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Direction de la Production et des Echanges 
Service Relations Internationales 
3 rue Barbet de Jouy 
75007 PARIS 

Marie-France CAZALERE 
SGCI 
Carré Austerlizt 
2 boulevard Diderot 
75012 PARIS 

Dr. Sylvie COULON 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
SDSPA Bureau Pharmacie 
175 rue du Chevaleret 
75646 PARIS CEDEX 13 

Jean-Pierre DOUSSIN 
Chargé de Mission 
Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances 
Direction Générale de la Concurrence, de la 
Consommation 
et de la Répression des Fraudes 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 PARIS CEDEX 13 



- 12 - 

Hubert FERRY-WILCZEK 
Sous-Directeur 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Direction Générale de l'Alimentation 
175 rue du Chevaleret 
75646 PARIS CEDEX 13 

Patrick PRUVOT 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
Comité Interministériel Agriculture et Alimentation 
30 rue Las Cases 
75007 PARIS 

Marie-Odile GAILING 
NESTLE France 
7 boulevard Pierre Carle 
BP 900 NOISIEL 
77446 MARNE LA VALLEE CEDEX 02 

Françoise GUILLON 
UFCS (Union Féminine Civique et Sociale) 
6 rue Béranger 
75003 PARIS 

Nadine JOSIEN 
Roquette Frères 
Département Affaires Réglementaires 
62136 LESTREM 

Annie LOC'H 
DANONE BISCUITS 
6 rue Edouard Vaillant 
BP 16 
91207 ATHIS MONÍS CEDEX 

Nadine NORMAND 
AFNOR 
Tour Europe 
92049 PARIS LA DEFENSE 2 CEDEX 

Philippe VERGER 
Directeur du Centre de Recherches Foch 
45 rue des Saints-Pères 
75006 PARIS 

Monique LORENCEAU 
Famille de France (Organisation de 
Consommateurs) 24 rue Lalo 75116 Paris 

GERMANY 
ALLEMAGNE 

Dr. Wolf HOLZEL 
Ministerialdirigent 
Bundesministerium für Gesundheit 
Am Propsthof 78a 
D- 53108 BONN 

Prof. Dr. Dieter ECKERT 
Bund für Lebensmittelrecht und Lebensmittelkunde 
Godesberger Allee 157 
D- 53175 BONN 

Dr. Thomas HATZOLD 
Kraft Jacobs Suchard R & D. Inc. 
Postfach 83 05 50 
D-81705 München 

Dr. Jutta SCHAUB 
RefzierungsrAtin 
Bundesministerium für Ernahrung 
Landwirtschaft und Forsten 
Postfach 14 02 70 
D-53123 BONN 

Franz Josef SCHOLLER 
Regierungsdirektor 
Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft 
Villemombler Str. 76 
D-53123 BONN 

GHANA 

Therese STRIGGNER SCOTT 
Embassy of Ghana 
Via Ostriana 4 
00199 Roma (Italie) 

Mallam Issah SEIDU 
Embassy of Ghana 
Via Ostriana 4 
00199 Roma (Italie) 

GREECE 
CRECE  

Dimitris GERAKOPOULOS 
Chief, Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Codex Contact Point 
Directorate of Food Processing, Standardization 
and Quality Control 
Ministry of Agriculture 
2 Acharnon str. 
101. 76 ATHENS 

Angélique ASS1MACOPOULOU 
Directeur au laboratoire Général 
de Chimie de l'Etat 
Ministère des Finances 
16 rue A. Tsoha 
P.O. Box 14620 
11521 Athènes 

HUNGARY 
HONGRIE 

Dr. Maria VARAD1 
Scientific Deputy Director 
Central Food Research Institute 
Scientific department division 
H-1022 Budapest, Herman Otto ut 15 
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INDIA 
INDE 

Babu JACOB 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Krishi Bhevau 
New Delhi 110001 

Naresh CHAWLA 
Executive Director 
National Dairy Development Board 
Anand - 388001 

Dr Ravindra KUMAR 
Executive 
National Dairy Development Board 
P.O. Box 40 
Anand - 388001 
Gujarat 

Dr. C. KUNHIKR1SHNAN NAIR 
Scientist 
Spices Board 
Cochin 
PIN 682025 

INDONESIA 
INDONESIE 

Sumpeno PUTRO 
Attaché Agricole 
Indonesian Mission to EU 
Bd de la Woluwe 38 
1200 Bruxelles (Belgique) 

Tatang W. SAPUTRA 
Conseiller Economique 
Ambassade d'Indonésie  à Paris 
47 - 49 Rue Corambert 
75016 PARIS 

TAR HANAF1AH 
Centre for Standardization and Accreditation 
Ministry of Agriculture 
JI Harsono RM N° 3 
Gd. A It 2 - Ragunan 
Jakarta 12550 

Akhmad SUHARDIYANTO 
Centre for Standardization and Accreditation 

Ministry of Agriculture 
JL Harsono RM N° 3 
Jakarta 12550 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) 
IRAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') 

Fataneh SHOKROLLAHI 
Isiri - SeniorExpert 
P.O. Box 31585 - 163 
Karaj 

Keshvar MONAKCHIAN 
lsiri - Expert 
P.O. Box 31585 - 163 
Karaj 

IRLAND 
IRLANDE 

James EGAN 
Senior Veterinary Inspector, 
Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Forestry, Agriculture House 
Kildare St, Dublin 2 

Marie O'BRIEN 
Economics and Planning Division, Department of 

Agriculture 
Food and Forestry, Agriculture House 
Kildare St, Dublin 2 

Noel HOLLERAN 
Attaché; Agricultural Affairs 
Permanent Representation of Ireland 
to the European Union 
Rue Froissart 89-93 
1040 Brussels, Belgium 

ITALY 
ITALIE 

BruneIla LO TURCO 
Dirigent - Ministero Agricoltura E Foreste 
Via Sallustiana 10 
00187 Roma 

JAPAN 
JAPON 

Toshihito IKEDA 
Deputy Director 
Environmental Health Bureau 
Food Sanitation Division 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku 
100-45 Tokyo 

Jun KO1DE 
Chief, Standards and Labelling Division 
Food and Marketing Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku 
100 Tokyo 

JORDAN 
JORDANIE 

Reem KHIYAMI 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Department of plant protection 
Head of pesticide division 
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KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 
COREE,REPUBLIQUE DE 

Ym Shik LEE 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
Government Complex II; I Joongang-Dong 
Kwacheon-City, Kyoungki-Do 

Dr. Seonggyun SHIN 
Korea Institute of Food Hygiene 
51-1 Noryang,jin Dong, Dongjak Gu 
Seoul 

MALAYSIA 
MALAISIE 

Mariam ABDUL LATIF 
Food Quality Control Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Tkt 4, Blocke, JLN. Dungun 
BKT Damansara, 50490 Kuala Lumpur 

Ahmad BIN LOMAN 
Principal Assistant Secretary 
Primary Commodities/Future Market/Beverage 
Section 
Ministry of Primary Industries 
6-8th, Floor, Menara Dayabumi 
Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin 
50654 Kuala Lumpur 

MEXICO 
MEXIQUE 

Auila FELIPE 
Chef des Consultants 
Commission Nationale de Santé Animale 
Amores 321 Col. Del Valle 
Mexico 

MOROCCO 
MAROC 

Mohammed MAJDI 
Ingénieur d'Etat, Chef du Service de la 
réglementation et du contentieux 
Division Répression des Fraudes 
Station Dbagh, Avenue Hassan II (près du centre de 
transfusion sanguine) 
B.P. 4495 - RABAT 

Najib DOUBIANI 
Directeur Technique de la société COCA-COLA 
EXPORT CORPORATION 
B.P. 8062 - CASABLANCA 

NETHERLANDS 
PAYS-BAS 

Dr. Wim VAN ECK 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports 
P.O. Box 5406 
2280 HK Rijswijk 

Edwin HECKER 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and 
Fisheries 
P.O. Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague 

Otto C. KNOTTNERUS 
Central Product Board for Arable Products 
P.O. Box 29739 
2502 LS THE HAGUE 

Joanne D.M.M. VERBERNE, 
Codex Contact Point 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management and 
Fisheries 
P.O. Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague 

Ing. F.G.B. WELTEN 
Commission for the Dutch Food and Agricultural 
Industry 
p/a Campina Melkunie BV 
P.O. Box 13 
5460 BA VEGHEL 

NEW ZEALAND 
NOUVELLE ZELANDE 

Sundararaman RAJASEKAR 
Group Leader (External Relations) 
MAF - Agriculture Policy 
PO Box 2526 
WELLINGTON 

Dr. Steve HATHAWAY 
National Manager (Research and Development) 
MAF Regulatory Authority (Meat and Seafood) 
PO Box 646 
GISBORNE 

Nemu LALLU 
Manager 
Food and Nutrition 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 5013 
WELLINGTON 

NORWAY 
NORVEGE 

John RACE 
Special adviser 
Norwegian food Control Authority 
PO Box 8187 Dep 
N-0034 OSLO - NORWAY 

Sissel Lyberg BECKMANN 
Adviser 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs 
PO Box 8011 Dep 
N-0030 OSLO - NORWAY 
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Steinar SVANEMYR 
Assistant Director General 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 8007 Dep 
N-0030 OSLO - NORWAY 

POLAND 
POLOGNE 

Anna MACHNIO 
Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food Economy 
30 Wspolny Street 
00-950 Warszawa 

PORTUGAL 

Dr. Carlos ANDRADE DE FONTE 
Assessor Principal 
Ministéro Agricultura 
1194 LISBOA 

ROMANIA 
ROUMANIE 

Olimpia VOROVENC1 
Expert in Quality Produce and 
Standardisation 
Romanian Standard Institute 
13 Jean-Louis Calderont, Sect. 3 
Bucarest 

SPAIN 
ESPAGNE 

Dr. Felipe MITTELBRUNN GARCIA 
Consejero Tecnico de la Secretaria de la Comision 
Interministerial 
para la Ordenacion Alimentaria 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo 
Paseo del Prado 18-20 
28071 Madrid 

SWEDEN 
SUEDE 

Professor Stuart SLORACH 
Deputy Director-General 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 
S-751 26 UPPSALA 

Nils-Gunnar FORSBERG 
Principal Administrative Officer 
National Board of Trade 
Box 1209 
S-111 82 STOCKHOLM 

Gunilla HENRYSDOTTER 
Head of Legal Division 
National Food Aministration 
Box 622 
S-752 26 UPPSALA  

Eva LONBERG 
Codex Coordinator 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 
S-751 26 UPPSALA 

Daniel SAMUELSON 
Ministry of Agriculture 
S-10333 STOCKHOLM 

SWITZERLAND 
SUISSE 

Eva ZBINDEN 
Chef de la s'ection Codex 
Service Normes Internationales 
Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
3003 Berne 

Irina DU BOIS 
Nestec SA 
1800 VEVEY 

Marquard 1MFELD 
Directeur Affaires externes 
F. Hoffmann-La RocheLtd. 
Basel 

THAILAND 
THAILANDE 

Phani NA RANGSI 
Ministry of Industry 
Rama VI RD 
Bangkok 

Dr. Pakdee POTHISIRI 
Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Nondburi 11000 

Viriyakitpattana KAWKIAT 
Commodity Standard Division 
Department of Foreign Trade 
Rajdamnern Kiang Ave. 
Bangkok 10200 

Chotiratana SALINEE 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute 
Rama IV Road 
Bangkok 10400 

Reingvirodkij SANSANEE 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute 
Rama IV Road 
Rajthevi 
Bangkok 10400 

Wongwiwat SHERLEY 
Ministry of Commerce 
4 Sanamchai Road 
Bangkok 10600 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
ROYAUME-UNI  

Grant MEEKINGS 
Head of Food Labelling and Standards Division 
MAFF, Room 322, Ergon House, c/o Nobel House 
17 Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR 

Allan BUCHAN 
Head of Branch B, 
Food Labelling and Standards Divisiion. 
MAFF, Room 314 Ergon House 

Dr. Roger SKINNER 
Health Aspects of Environment and Food 
Department of Health, Skipton House 
80 London Road 
ondon SEI 6LW 

UNITED STATES 
ETATS-UNIS  

Thomas J. BILLY 
Administrator 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Rm. 331- E, Jamie Whitten Bldg 
14 th  and Independence Ave 
Washington, DC 20250 

Rhonda BbND 
Executive Officer for Codex Alimentarius 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Rm 311 West End Court 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, DC 20250 

Gloria BROOKS-RAY 
Director 
Regulatory Affairs and Nutritional Sciences 
CPC International Inc. 
PO Box 8000, International Plaza 
Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 

Dr. Catherine CARNEVALE 
Director, Constituent Operations 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
(HFS-22) 
Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20204 

Patrick CLERKIN 
Director, US Codex Office 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Rm 311 West End Court 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, DC 20250 

Marsha A. ECHOLS 
National Association for the Speciality Food Trade, 
Inc. 
1529 Wisconsin Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20007 

Linda HORTON 
Director, International Policy 
Office of Policy 
Office of Commissioner (HF-23) 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20857 

Julia C. HOWELL 
Director 
Regulatory Submissions 
The Coca-Cola Company 
PO Drawer 1734 
Atlanta, GA 30301 

Eddie KIMBRELL 
Consultant 
13209 Moss Ranch Lane 
Fairfax, VA 22033 

Dr. Allen MATTHYS 
Vice President 
Technical Regulatory Affairs 
National Food Processors Association 
1401 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dr. W. Martin STRAUSS 
Agricultural Regulations Director 
Monsanto Company 
Suite 1100 
700 14th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 

Dr. Alex THIERMANN 
• Senior Trade Coordinator 
USDA, APHIS 
FAS/USEC 
PSB-Z, Box 002 
APO AE 09724 

Francis J. VACCA 
Agricultural Attache 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
PSC 59, Box 31 
APO AE 09624 

Dr. I. Kaye WACHSMUTH 
Acting Deputy Administrator 
Office of Public Health and Science 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington, DC 20250 

Dr. H. Michael WEHR 
Novigen Science, Inc. 
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20036 
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Dr. Stephen A. ZILLER 
Vice President 
Scientific and Technical Affairs 
Grocery Manufacturers of America 
1010 Wisconsin Ave., NW 
Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20007 

URUGUAY 

Cristina VAZ 
Membre du Bureau des Affaires Internationales du 
Ministère de l'Elevage, 
Agriculture et Pêche 
Membre du Comité National du Codex 
Alimentarius 

Julio MORE1RA MORAN 
Ministre Conseiller auprès de l'Ambassade 

VIETNAM 

PHAN DUC THANG 
Director of Department for Quality Control 
of Goods and Metrology 
Ministry of Commerce 
76 Nguyen Truong Tb Street 
Hanoi 

C6 NGÔ DINH 
Ministry of Commerce 
76 Ng Truong T6 Street 
Hanoi 

OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

NIGER 

Dr. Moumouni ABSI 
Chef Service Hygiène Alimentaire 
LAN SPEX 
0.N.P.P.C. (Office National des Produits 
Pharmaceutiques et Chimiques) 
B.P. 11.585 NIAMEY 
(République du Niger) 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
FEDERATION DE RUSSIE 

Nicolay STARODUBTSEV 
Chief of Department of Suppliling with State 
Commission for Quality of Agricultural Production. 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Russia 

Mikhail BOUNINE 
Deputy-Director of Research Intitute of Vegetable 
Crops Breeding 
and Seed Production of Russia 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food of Russia 

Anatolly MISHELOV 
Deputy-Director of « Rostok » 
Firm 
Ministry of  Agriculture  an Food of Russia 

OBSERVATEURS 

AEDA (European Food Law Association) 

Rachida SEMAIL 
Courtelis et Associés 
235 rue de la Loi 
Bruxelles (Belgique) 

CIAA (Confédération des Industries Agro-
Alimentaires de l'UE) 

Raymond DESTIN 
Directeur Général 
Avenue des Arts 43 
B. 1040 BRUXELLES 

Dominique TAEYMANS 
Directeur 
Avenue des Arts 43 
B. 1040 BRUXELLES 

CICILS/IPTIC (Confédération Internationale 
du Commerce et des Industries des Légumes 
Secs 

Pierre HEISER 
Délégué Général 
286 Bourse de Commerce 
2 rue de Viarmes 
75040 PARIS CEDEX 01 

Jacques GAUTHIER 
Conseiller Technique 
286 Bourse de Commerce 
2 rue de Viarmes 
75040 PARIS CEDEX 01 

CISDA (Confederation of International Soft 
Drinks Associations) 

Dr. Rolph LANGLA1S 
Chairman - Technical Committee 
CISDA 
Boulevard Louis Schmidt 35 
P.O. Box 14 
1040 Bruxelles (Belgique) 

COMISA 

Christian VERSCHUEREN 
COMISA 
rue Defacqz, 1 
1050 Bruxelles 
Belgique 

Dr Peter ALTREUTHER 
COMISA 
rue Defacqz, 1 
1050 Bruxelles 
Belgique 
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I  

EFFCA (European Food and Feed Cultures 
Association) 

Jean-Jacques PIOT 
Conseiller 
85 boulevarld Haussmann 
75008 PARIS 

EFTA (European Free Trade Association) 

Bent WILSHER 
EFTA Secretariat 
74 rue de Trèves 
B-1040 Brussels 

FIL (Fédération Internationale de Laiterie) 
IDF (International Dairy Federation) 

Dominique BUREL 
Association Laitière Française 
34 rue de Saint-Pétersbourg 
75382 PARIS CEDEX 08 

M. C HEGGUM 
Danish Dairy Board 
Frederiks Allé 55 
DK-8000 Aarhus C (Denmark) 

Edward HOPKIN 
Secretary General 
Internationl Dairy Federation 
41 Square Vergote 
1030 Brussels (Belgium) 

FIVS (Fédération Internationale des Vins et 

Spiritueux) 

Anthony MAXWELL 
116 boulevard Haussmann 
75008 PARIS 

ILS( (International Life Sciences Institute) 

Pdivi JULKUNEN 
1126 Sixteenth Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Institut International du Froid (IFF/IIR) 

Félix DEPLEDT 
Institut International du Froid 
177 boulevard Malesherbes 
75017 Paris 

CONSUMERS INTERNATIONAL 

Diane McCREA 
2 Marylebone Road 
London NW1 4DF, UK 

Lucy HARRIS 
24 Highbury Crescent 
London N5 1RX, UK 

Leen PETRE 
24 Highbury Crescent 
London N5 1RX, UK 

Dr. Sri Ram KHANNA 
24 Highburg Crescent 
London N5 1RX, UK 

MARINALG INTERNATIONL 

Paul COUCHOUD 
Conseiller 
85 boulevard Haussmann 
75008 PARIS 

01V (Office International de la Vigne et du Vin) 

Yann JUBAN 
18 rue d'Aguesseau 
75008 PARIS 

WTO/OMC 

Gretchen STANTON 
Counsellor 
Agriculture and Commodities Division 
154 rue de Lausanne 
Genève (Suisse) 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE 

Commission 

Sophie WEISSWANGE 
Commission Européenne 
DG Ill Industrie 
Division Denrées alimentaires 
BP 11 / 3/26 
Rue de la Loi, 200 
1049 Bruxelles (Belgique) 

Andrew WILSON 
Chef de Section, Santé publique 
Communauté européenne 
Unité.Législation vétérinaire 
84 rue de la Loi 
1040 Bruxelles (Belgique) 

Secrétariat du Conseil 

Paul CULLEY 
Secrétariat du Conseil de l'Union Européenne 
170 rue de la Loi 
1048 Bruxelles (Belgique) 

FRENCH SECRETARIAT 
SECRETARIAT FRANCA IS 

Jean-Luc ANGOT 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche et de 
l'Alimentation 
CIAA/DGAL 
175 rue du Chevaleret 
75013 PARIS 
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Michelle-Annick GUNZLE 
Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75013 Paris 

Geneviève RAOUX 
Ministère de l'Economie et des Finances 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75013 Paris 

JOINT FAO/WHO SECRETARIAT 

Alan W.RANDELL 
Senior Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome (Italie) 

Selma H. DOYRAN 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome (Italie) 

Gregory D. ORRISS 
Chief, Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome (Italie) 

FAO 

Richard STEIN 
Bureau juridique 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome (Italie) 

Richard J. DAWSON 
FAO/RAP 
Maliwan Mansion 
39 Phra Atir Rd 
Bangkok (Thailande) 

Rohana SUBASINGHE 
Fisheries Industries Division 
FAO 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome (Italie) 

WHO/OMS 

Ewa CARLSSON HOPPERGER 
World Health Organization 
Legal Office 
20, avenue Appia 
1211 Genève (Suisse) 

F.K. KAFERSTEIN 
Chief, Food Safety Unit 
WHO 
20, avenue Appia 
1211 Genève (Suisse) 

Kazuaki MIYAGISHIMA 
Food Safety Unit 
20, avenue Appia 
1211 Genève (Suisse) 
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ALINORM 97/33 
APPENDIX II 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 
(RULES II AND IX) 

Rule II - Officers 

Amend the following": 

The Commission may appoint a Coordinator from among the delegates of the Member of the 
Gemmission the Members of the Commission for any of the geographic locations enumerated 
in Rule  III.! (hereinafter referred to as "regions") or for any group of countries specifically 
enumerated by the Commission (hereinafter referred to as 'groups of countries'), whenever it 
may find, on the basis of a proposal of a majority of the Members of the Commission which 
constitute the region or group, that work for the Codex Alimentarius in the countries 
concerned so requires. 

Appointment of Coordinators shall be made exclusively on the proposal of a majority of the 
Members of the Commission which constitute the region or group of countries concerned. 
Coordinators shall hold office from the end of the session of the Commission at which they 
were elected appointed until not later than the end of the third succeeding regular session, the 
precise term being determined by the Commission in each instance. After having served two 
consecutive terms, the Coordinators shall be ineligible to hold such office for the next 
succeeding term. 

4.(d) 	Delete 

Add new 4.(d) to read as follows: 

In order to carry out their functions, Coordinators shall participate in the Executive Committee 
as Observers. 

Delete 

Rule IX.7 (consequential amendment) 

..and in the case of bodies established under Rule IX.1(b)(ii), after consultation with the Coordinator 
for the region or group of countries concerned, if any 
Committee. 

Rule IX.10 (consequential amendment) 

The Members who shall be responsible for appointing Chairpersons of subsidiary bodies established 
under Rule IX.1(b)(i) and Rule IX.1(b)(ii) shall be designated at each session by the Commission... 

13 Deletions are marked by text  truck  out and additions by text in bold. 
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APPENDIX III 

RISK ANALYSIS: DRAFT STATEMENTS OF PRINCIPLE AND DEFINTIONS 

a. 	Statements of Principle relating to the Role of Food Safety Risk Assessment 

Health and safety aspects of Codex decisions and recommendations should be based on a 
risk assessment, as appropriate to the circumstances. 

Food safety risk assessment should be soundly based on science, should incorporate the four 
steps of the risk assessment process, and should be documented in a transparent manner. 

There should be a functional separation of risk assessment and risk management, while 
recognizing that some interactions are essential for a pragmatic approach. 

Risk assessments should use available quantitative information to the greatest extent possible 
and risk characterizations should be presented in a readily understandable and useful form. 

b. 	Definitions of Risk Analysis Terms related to Food Safety 14  

HAZARD: A biological, chemical or physical agent in, or condition of, food with the potential to 
. cause an adverse health effect. 

RISK: A function of the probability of an adverse health effect and the severity of that effect, 
consequential to a hazard(s) in food. 

RISK ANALYSIS: A process consisting of three components : risk assessment, risk management 
and risk communication. 

RISK ASSESSMENT: A scientifically based process consisting of the following steps : (i) hazard 
identification, (ii) hazard characterization, (iii) exposure assessment, and (iv) risk characterization. 

HAZARD IDENTIFICATION: The identification of biological, chemical, and physical agents 
capable of causing adverse health effects and which may be present in a particular food or group of 
foods. 

HAZARD CHARACTERIZATION: The qualitative and/or quantitative evaluation of the nature of 
the adverse health effects associated with biological, chemical and physical agents which may be 
present in food. For chemical agents, a dose-response assessment should be performed. For 
biological or physical agents, a dose-response assessment should be performed if the data are 
obtainable. 

DOSE-RESPONSE ASSESSMENT: The determination of the relationship between the magnitude of 
exposure (dose) to a chemical, biological or physical agent and the severity and/or frequency of 
associated adverse health effects (response). 

14 These Definitions are proposed on an interim basis: they are subject to modification in the light of 
developments in the science of risk analysis and as a result of efforts to harmonize similar definitions across 
various disciplines 
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EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT: The  qualitative and/or quantitative evaluation of the likely intake of 
biological, chemical, and physical agents via food as well as exposures from other sources if 
relevant. 

RISK CHARACTERIZATION: The qualitative and/or quantitative estimation, including attendant 
uncertainties, of the probability of occurrence and severity of known or potential adverse health 
effects in a given population based on hazard identification, hazard characterization and exposure 
assessment. 

RISK MANAGEMENT: The process of weighing policy alternatives in the light of the results of 
risk assessment and, if required, selecting and implementing appropriate control options, including 
regulatory measures. 

RISK COMMUNICATION: The interactive exchange of information and opinions concerning risk 
among risk assessors, risk managers, consumers and other interested parties. 
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APPENDIX IV 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL I5  

GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEES (Section G) 

Composition of Codex Committees (P.67) 

Observers 

(last sentence) 

"International organizations which have formal relations with either FAO or WHO should also be 
invited to attend in an observer capacity sessions of those Codex Committees which are of interest to 
them. Other recognized international organizations may also be invited to attend in an observer 
capacity sessions of those Codex Committees which are of interest to them". 

Preparation and distribution of papers  

(b) (after last sentence) 

The Secretariat shall not be responsible for the publication of Circular Letter comments from 
member countries, observer countries and international organizations pertaining to Agenda Items for 
Codex Committees later than one month from the opening of the Committee session. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE INCLUSION OF SPECIFIC PROVISIONS IN CODEX 
STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS (Section H) 

Principles for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria to Foods  

Deleted 

Guidelines for the Use of Codex Committees on the Inclusion of Provisions on Nutritional Quality 
in Food Standards and Other Codex Texts  

Deleted 

CRITERIA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORK PRIORITIES:AND FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION (Section J) 

New Work to be undertaken by Existing Subsidiary Bodies 

1. 	When a Codex Committee proposes to elaborate a standard, code of practice or related text 
within its terms of reference, it should first consider the priorities established by the Commission in 
the Medium-Term Plan of Work, any specific relevant strategic project currently being undertaken 
by the Commission and the prospect of completing the work within a reasonable period of time. It 
should also assess the proposal against the criteria set out in paragraph 4, below. 

15 	Proposed new text is presented in italics. 
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If  the proposal falls in an area outside the Committee's terms of reference the proposal 
should be reported to the Commission in writing together with proposals for such amendments to the 
Committee's terms of reference as may be required. 

New Work which may Require the Establishment of a New Subsidiary Body 

When a Member wishes to propose the elaboration of a standard, code of practice or related 
text in an area not covered by thé terms of reference of any existing subsidiary body, it should 
accompany its proposal with a written statement to the Commission referring to the Commission's 
Medium-Term Objectives and containing, as far as practicable, the information required by the 
appropriate section of paragraph 4, below. 

RELATIONS BETWEEN COMMODITY COMMITTEES AND GENERAL SUBJECT 
COMMITTEES (SECTION K) 

Food Additives and Contaminants 

Third paragraph (p.114) 

In preparing working papers for the Codex Committee on Food Additives, the Secretariat should 
make a report to the Committee concerning the endorsement of provisions for food additives 
(including processing aids), on the basis of the General Principles for the Use of Food Additives. 
Provisions for food additives should indicate the INS number, the  AD!, technological 
justification, proposed level, and whether the additive was previously endorsed (or temporarily 
endorsed) 

Sections (i), (ii) and (iii) (pages 114-115): deleted and integrated into the General Principles for 
the Use of Food Additives. 

2) First paragraph p.115 "When commodity standards are sent to governments for comments at Step 
3, they should contain a statement that the provisions "in respect of food additives and contaminants 
are subject to endorsement by the Codex Committee on Food Additives and to incorporation into 
the General Standard for Food Additives or the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in 
Food 

Second paragraph and Sections (i) to (y) on page 114-115: delete and replace with 

When establishing provisions for food additives, Codex committees should follow the General 
Principles for the Use of Food Additives and the Preamble of the General Standard for Food 
Additives. Full explanation should be provided for any departure from the above 
recommendations 

When an active commodity committee exists, proposals for the use of additives in any commodity 
standard under consideration should be prepared by the committee concerned, and forwarded to 
the CCFAC for endorsement. When the CCFAC decides not to endorse specific additives 
provisions (use of the additive, or level in the end-product), the reason should be clearly stated. 
The section under consideration should be referred back to the Committee concerned if further 
information is needed, or for information if the CCFAC decides to amend the provision. 

When no active commodity committee exists, proposals for new additive provisions or amendment 
of existing provisions, should be forwarded directly by member countries to the CCFAC. 


