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TO: - Codex Contact Points

- Interested International Organizations
- Participants at the Fourth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export
Inspection and Certification Systems

FROM: Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di
Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy '

SUBJECT: Distribution of the Report of the Fourth Session of the Codex Committee on Food
Import and Export Ins ion and Certification Systems

The report of the fourth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export
Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS) is attached. It will be considered by the Twenty-
second Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission in Geneva from 23 - 28 June 1997.

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION

1. Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on Rejections of
Imported Food at Step 8; ALINORM 97/30, paras. 4 - 6 and Appendix 2.

Governments wishing to propose amendments or to comment on the above matters should do
so in writing in conformity with the Guide to the Consideration of Standards at Step 8 of the
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards Including Consideration of Any Statments Relating
to Economic Impact (Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual, Ninth Edition, pages 33 - 35) to the
Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100
Rome, Italy, not later than 1 April 1997.

2. Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of
Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems at Step 5; ALINORM
97/30, paras. 7 - 9 and Appendix 3.

Governments wishing to submit comments regarding the implications which the proposed draft
Guidelines or any provisions thereof may have for their economic interest should do so in writing in
conformity with the Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts (at
Step 5) (Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual, Ninth Edition, pages 27 - 29) to the Chief, Joint
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy, not

later than 1 April 1996.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The fourth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification
Systems reached the following conclusions:

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND/OR THE
COMMISSION:

- Agreed to advance the draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries
on Rejections of Imported Food to the Commission for adoption at Step 8 (para. 6);

- Agreed to advance the proposed draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment
and Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems to the
Executive Committee for adoption at Step 5 (para. 8);

- Agreed that the Australian Secretariat would prepare a discussion paper on the feasibility of

developing Codex-wide guidelines and criteria with respect to a Generic Format for Official -

Certificates for consideration at its Sth Session (para. 24); and,

- Agreed that a discussion paper on Guidelines on Food Import Control Systems would be
developed by the Codex Secretariat, in cooperation with Mexico, for consideration at its Sth
Session (para. 31).

OTHER MATTERS OF INTEREST TO THE COMMISSION

- Agreed that a revised version of the proposed draft Guidelines on the Principal Elements in
an Electronic Documentation System would be prepared by Australia at Step 2, together with
additional information, for circulation and comment at Step 3 (para. 13);

- Agreed that the proposed draft Guidelines on the Application of the ISO 9000 Series to
Food Inspection and Certification Systems be revised under the direction of the Codex
Secretariat at Step 2, in cooperation with France, for comment at Step 3 (paras.17 - 18);

- Agreed to return the proposed draft Guidelines for the Development of Agreements Between
Exporting and Importing Countries for redrafting by the United States at Step 2, followed
by circulation for comment at Step 3 (para. 20);

- Agreed to forward the proposed draft Model Certificate for the Certification of Fish and

Fishery Products to the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products for its consideration
and further elaboration (para. 24);

- Decided to discuss the implications of deleting the phrase “or risk of contamination” from
the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification at its next Session
(para. 26); and,

- Suggested that the Codex Secretariat should arrange for the further development of a document
concerning Development of Objective Criteria for Assessing the Competence of Testing
Laboratories Involved in the Official Import and Export Control of Foods, with the
understanding that the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling would be
responsible for its further elaboration (paras. 28 - 29).
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ALINORM 97/30
INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE SESSION (Agenda Item 1)

1. The Fourth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and
Certification Systems was held in Sydney, Australia, at the kind invitation of the Government of
Australia. Mr. Digby Gascoine, Australia Quarantine and Inspection Service, chaired the Session.
The meeting was attended by 186 Delegates representing 42 Member nations of the Commission and
by 19 persons representing 13 international observer organizations. The Session was opened by Mr.
G.F. Taylor, Secretary, Commonwealth Department of Primary Industries and Energy, Canberra,
Australia. o

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 2)1

2. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as proposed. It agreed that a number of
matters referred by the Commission, the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling and
the Codex Committee on Fish and Fisheries Products would be discussed under Other Business (see
paras. 21-31).

MATTERS REFERRED FROM CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 3)2

3. The Committee noted that the 21st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission approved

the strategic approach for implementing the Medium - Term Plan3, and supported the project plans?
submitted to it.

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES
ON REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOOD (Agenda Item 4)°

4. The Committee agreed to revise the title "Scope" to read as "Preamble” in order to reflect the
applicability of the general principles in this section to the Guidelines in their entirety. In view of the
desire to keep consumers fully informed, a new paragraph was added to reflect the transparency
provisions contained in the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification
(CAC/GL 20-1995).

5. Some delegations expressed their concern that the opening paragraph of the section on General
Considerations concerning the provision of information to exporters on the reasons for rejection was
overly detailed and onerous. The Committee, however, decided to leave the paragraph unchanged.
The Committee also agreed to rearrange the section to indicate that notifications of rejection were
applied differently depending on the seriousness of the reasons for rejection.

CX/FICS 96/1

CX/FICS 96/2

ALINORM 95/37, paras. 9 - 12

ALINORM 95/6, Appendix II, relevant parts of which are reproduced in the Annex to CX/FICS 96/2.

CL 1995/36-FICS and comments from Argentina, Canada, Czech Republic, France, Republic of Korea,
Latvia, Slovak Republic, Spain, Vietnam, United States of America (CX/FICS 96/3 Revised), Thailand
(CRD 3) and Malaysia (CRD 4).

(V. I S T S
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Status of the Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on
Rejections of Imported Food

6. The Committee advanced the Guidelines to the Commission for adoption at Step 8. The draft
Guidelines are attached to this report as Appendix 2.

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, OPERATION, ASSESSMENT AND
ACCREDITATION OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION
SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 5)6 B

7. The Committee endorsed the approach taken but made several changes to the document. The
most significant points raised during the Committee's discussion were the following:

e It was noted that the Commission had requested comments on harmonized definitions for
“risk analysis” and related terms’ and that these definitions, once finalized would be
applied uniformly to all relevant Codex texts. The definition for “risk assessment”
contained in the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification
was retained in the interim. The delegation of the Netherlands reserved its opinion on the
amendment made to the definition of “official accreditation”.

e The previous section dealing with Objectives was deleted, but its essential statements
were transferred to the relevant sections of the document to which they applied.

o It was agreed that controls on "labelling integrity" included controls on claims, including
claims relating to religious requirements.

e A new section dealing with Transparency of all of the matters covered by the Guidelines
was included and linked to the relevant provision of the Principles for Food Import and
Export Inspection and Certification.

o It was agreed that the objectives of control systems covered all requirements as defined,
including requirements intended to protect against potential fraud and deception and
requirements to ensure fair practices in trade.

o It was suggested that greater emphasis should be given to control of requirements for
equipment and technologies applied to the food production system, and to include
reference to the approval or registration of establishments and products.

e Provisions were included for recognition by an importing country of inspection and
certification being undertaken by sub-national authorities in an exporting country where
such an arrangement was acceptable to all parties concerned.

e Concern was expressed at the perception that the issuance of certificates was encouraged
by the guidelines and several changes were made to the text to stress alternative
arrangements.

CX/FICS 96/4 and comments from Australia (CRD 2) and Malaysia (CRD 4).
7 CL 1995/40-CAC.
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e It was noted that several Codex Committees and organizations such as the OIE were.
working on and in some cases had already adopted procedures to ensure the authenticity
and validation of certification, and it was recommended that the work of these bodies
should be considered when the Draft Guidelines were to be reviewed at the Committee's
next session.

o In relation to the inclusion of a paragraph to enable importers to have access to rejected or
detained consignments, several delegations expressed concern at the practical implications
of applying this provision.

o It was agreed to include in the Annex on Procedures for Conducting an Assessment and
Verification by an Importing Country of Inspection and Certification Systems of an
Exporting Country a paragraph to indicate that where food control in an importing
country was carried out by more than one agency, procedures for the assessment and
verification should be coordinated between these agencies. One delegation also proposed
that there should be appropriate coordination between the relevant agencies of the
exporting country.

e Concern was expressed about the procedures for preparing the report of the audit included
in the annex on Procedures for Conducting an Assessment and Verification by an
Importing Country of Inspection and Certification Systems of an Exporting Country
with some delegations questioning whether the proposals were consistent with
international standards of auditing.

e The Committee identified certain other issues arising from its consideration of the
document which may require further attention. Among these was to give practical effect
in a way which was balanced and open to all interested parties to establishment of a global
mechanism for the exchange of information on problems of food moving in international
trade.

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems

8. The Committee advanced the revised text to Step 5 of the Codex procedure for consideration
by the Executive Committee at its forty-third session. The complete text of the Guidelines is included
as Appendix 3 to the present report.

9. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the delegation of Canada and the representatives
of the European Community for their work in preparing the basic discussion document.

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS IN AN ELECTRONIC
DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM (Agenda Item 6)8

10.  Although several delegations supported the elaboration of a checklist or general
recommendations on the use of electronic documentation systems, it was noted that specific guidelines
for electronic documentation may have far reaching legally binding implications for governments in
their application, especially in the context of the WTO Agreements. Some delegations also stated that
their elaboration was premature and impractical given the current status of the technology and the
limited experience with its application. The high costs associated with the use of electronic
documentation in multilingual environments was also noted.

8 ALINORM 95/30A, Appendix V and comments from Thailand (CRD 3).
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11.  Other delegations noted that there was wide international interest in the elaboration of
guidelines for a technology which was already being applied in many different disciplines and areas of
the world. It was stated that the guidelines as currently drafted did not impose an obligation on
governments to implement electronic documentation systems for certification. It was felt by some
delegations that the elaboration of guidelines was an area in which Codex could take the lead in
establishing parameters for what was thought to be a highly efficient and practical technology.

12.  Several delegations proposed that the document should be elaborated in the form of an
information document rather than as guidelines. The Committee agreed that the document should be
revised to provide a factual presentation of elements required in the use of electronic documentation
systems, and that all references to their mandatory application should be removed. It was also agreed
that terms throughout the text would need to be defined and specific provisions would require
harmonization with other principles established by the Committee. The recognition of other
internationally-based electronic documentation systems and the various government agencies involved
in electronic documentation were also highlighted. The importance of adequate system controls to
ensure limited access and the authenticity, integrity, confidentiality and reliability of electronic
documentation was stressed.

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Principal Elements in an Electronic
Documentation System

13. The Committee agreed that a revised draft of the Guidelines should be prepared by Australia at
Step 2 in light of the above discussion for circulation, together with additional relevant information,
for comment at Step 3.

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE APPLICATION OF THE ISO 9000 SERIES TO
FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 7)°

14. The Committee recalled that this matter had been discussed at its Second Session, when it hadA
been decided to requested the Delegation of France to prepare proposed draft Guidelines for

consideration at the present session. 10

15.  The Committee welcomed the revised draft, especially the emphasis in the document on the
fact that the use of the ISO 9000 standards by industry was entirely voluntary. It noted that the
development of Guideline Notes for the Application of ISO 9001 for the Food and Drink Industry by
ISO Technical Committee 34 was an exercise separate from but complementary to the present one.
The proposed draft Guidelines under consideration by the CCFICS dealt exclusively with the interface
between the application of ISO quality control systems by food businesses and official control
systems. The Committee also noted that ISO Standards 9001, 9002 and 9003 dealt with contractual
obligations between parties, whereas Standards 9000 and 9004 were more relevant to the field of
quality assurance.

16.  Several delegations raised concern that the paper dealt exclusively with the application of ISO
standards in the field of quality systems. They drew attention to the fact that other quality assurance
systems were also available which could be used by control authorities to enhance the efficacy of
official control, inspection and certification systems, and the Guidelines should be generic in this
regard. Some delegations referred to the Hazard Analysis/Critical Control Point (HACCP) system

9 CX/FICS 96/6 and comments from France (CX/FICS 96/6 - Add. 1), Thailand (CRD 3) and Malaysia
(CRD 4).
10 ALINORM 95/30A, paragraphs 84 - 89.
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which they considered more appropriate to control food-borne hazards to consumer health. On this
point, certain delegations drew attention to the compatability of the HACCP System to the ISO
Standards.

17. The Committee noted the need for taking structured quality assurance systems applied
voluntarily by industry into account in the application of official food export and import inspection and
certification systems, while at the same time not emphasizing or promoting any particular system. It
requested the Codex Secretariat to consider all points made at the present session, and with the’
assistance of the Delegation of France and other interested parties, to revise the present document
with the inclusion of additional information as necessary. The revised Guidelines would address the
relationship between the use of ISO 9000 Standards and other quality assurance systems, and food
safety assurance systems such as HACCP.

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Application of the ISO 9000 Series to Food
Inspection and Certification Systems

18.  The Committee returned the Proposed Draft Guidelines for redrafting at Step 2, followed by
circulation for comments at Step 3.

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGREEMENTS
BETWEEN EXPORTING AND IMPORTING COUNTRIES (Agenda Item 8)11

19. The Committee welcomed the document prepared by the Delegation of the United States and
approved its approach to the subject and its general content. The following main points were raised
during discussion on the document:

o Several Delegations raised the question as to whether there should be a distinction between
Equivalence Agreements and Certification Agreements. Opinions were expressed that a
certification agreement was a particular case which could be dealt within an overall
equivalence agreement. Other delegations proposed that the document should be more
explicit in covering inspection agreements and agreements concerning requirements for the
registration of establishments.

e The Committee agreed that provision should be made in the Guidelines for the
dissemination of information under the agreements to industry and consumer and their
representative organizations. It was also proposed that where possible provision should
be made for public consideration at the national level prior to conclusion of agreements.

e The Committee agreed that agreements should include, as appropriate, reference to dispute
settlement procedures and provisions for the administration of agreements.

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Development of Agreements Between Exporting
and Importing Countries

20. The Committee returned the proposed draft Guidelines for redrafting at Step 2 by the
Delegation of the USA in light of this discussion, followed by circulation for comments at Step 3.

1 CX/FICS 96/7, CX/FICS 96/7 - Corrigendum, and comments from Thailand (CRD 3) and Malaysia
(CRD 4). |
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OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 9)

Proposed Draft Model Certificate for the Certification of Fish and Fishery Products12

21.  The Delegation of Canada prepared and presented the paper in response to the request of the
21st Session of the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products!3 to develop criteria with respect
to official certificates for fish and fishery products with a view to their international harmonization.
The CCFFP proposal was supported by the 3rd Session of CCFICS, although it was agreed that it

would be more appropriate to provide general advice on the layout and formats of inspection’

certificates and for commodity committees to provide the technical details of such certificates.

22. Canada noted that the purpose of the paper was to describe the essential components of
certificates as they relate to the certification of fish and fishery products, drawing upon the needs and
requirements of both exporting and importing countries. The paper provided examples of origin,
health and hygiene statements or attestation which might be useful for CCFFP in developing a model
certificate.

23. The Committee noted that the paper was a suggested format for the consideration of CCFFP
and that the certificate itself was not subject to endorsement by the CCFICS. The paper did not
address issues of animal health as this matter was outside the mandate of Codex. It was noted that
identical solutions for certification would probably not be possible for both farmed and wild fish.

24,  The Committee decided to forward the document to the CCFFP for their consideration and
further elaboration, with the understanding that the CCFICS should be fully informed of future
developments. It was also agreed that the Australian Secretariat would prepare a discussion paper, in
accordance with the terms of reference of the Committee, on the feasibility of developing Codex-wide
guidelines and criteria with respect to the generic format and other aspects of official certificates for

consideration at its next Session. The discussion paper would take into consideration the work of’

other international bodies relevant to the subject.
Matters Referred from the Codex Alimentarius Commission14

25. In adopting the draft Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification, the
Committee noted that the 21st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission had deleted the phrase
"or risk of contamination" at the end of paragraph 9 of the Principles, and asked the CCFICS to give
further consideration to the implications of this phrase.13

26. The Committee decided to discuss the implications of deleting this phrase at its next Session,
bearing in mind that the recognition of contamination-free zones of production would be an important
contribution to facilitation of trade.

12 CX/FICS 96/8.
13 ALINORM 95/18, para. 7.
14 Conference Room Document 1.

15 ALINORM 95/37, para. 54.
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Development of Objective Criteria for Assessing the Competence of Testing Laboratories
Involved in the Official Import and Export Control of Foods!6

27. The Committee was informed that the 20th Session of the Codex Committee on Methods of
Analysis and Sampling (CCMAS) had discussed the above subject on the basis of CX/MAS 95/4 and
had decided that the paper be revised on the basis of comments and recommendations made at the.
Session. It was also agreed that the revised paper should be forwarded to the CCFICS for its

consideration, review and commentl7.

28.  In considering the revised document (CX/FICS 96/9), the Committee suggested that the Codex
Secretariat should arrange for its further development by incorporating concrete proposals in the form
of Guidelines or Principles based on other international texts recognized by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission. It was noted that the Guidelines or Principles should be consistent with and developed
within themes established in corresponding CCFICS texts.

29. The Committee agreed with this procedure, on the understanding that the CCMAS would be
responsible for further development of the paper. The Committee also agreed that the document
should take account of other Codex texts in this regard (e.g., texts prepared by the Codex Committee
on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods).

Guidelines on Food Import Control Systems

30. The Delegation of Mexico suggested that the Committee might wish to consider detailed
Guidelines on Food Import Control Systems which would complement and not duplicate other
initiatives undertaken by the Committee or other parties.

31. The Committee agreed that a discussion paper on this subject would be developed under the
direction of the Codex Secretariat, in cooperation with Mexico, for consideration at its 5th Session,
where a decision could be taken as to the possible future elaboration of Guidelines on Food Import
Control Systems.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 10)
32. The Committee was informed that its 5th Session would be held in Australia in approximately

one year's time, with the date and place to be determined between the Codex and Australian
Secretariats.

16 CX/FICS 96/9.
17 ALINORM 97/23, para. 23.
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CURRENT STATUS OF WORK
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Principle Elements in an Electronic Governments paras. 10 - 13
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Proposed Draft Guidelines on the 2/3 | CX Sect/FRA ALINORM 97/30,
Application of the ISO 9000 Series to Governments paras. 14 - 18
Food Inspection and Certification Sth CCFICS
Systems
Proposed Draft Guidelines for the 2/3 | United States ALINORM 97/30
Development of Agreements Regarding Governments paras. 19 - 20
Food Import and Export Inspection and 5th CCFICS
Certification Systems
Guidelines and Criteria for a Generic -—-- | AUL Sect ALINORM 97/30,
Official Certificate Format 5th CCFICS para. 24
Implications of the phrase "or risk of ---- | 5th CCFICS ALINORM 97/30,
contamination” paras. 25 - 26
Guidelines on Food Import Control CX Sect/MEX ALINORM 97/30,
Systems -—- | 5th CCFICS paras. 30 - 31
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Community and Public Sector Union
46 High Street

Willunga SA 5172

Phone: 61 8 386 3088

Fax: 61 8 386 3088

Mr Alan Harris

Technical Director

International Flavours and Fragrances (Aust)
P/L

156 South Creek Road

Dee Why NSW 2099

Phone: 61 2 9981 3800

Fax: 61 2 9981 3933

Mr Anthony Hazzard

Lecturer

School of Applied and Environmental Science
Faculty of Science and Technology
University of Western Sydney

Bourke Street

Richmond NSW 2753

Phone: 61 45 701 968

Fax: 61 45 701 267
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Mr Frank A Lee

Scientific Affairs Manager
Goodman Fielder Limited
Locked Mail Bag 7
Grosvenor Place Post Office
Sydney NSW 2000
Phone: 61 2 258 4103
Fax: 61 2 258 4138

Mr Brian Lowe

Manager

Scientific Regulatory Affairs
Coca-Cola (South Pacific)
GPO Box 4251

Sydney NSW 2001

Phone: 61 2 259 6800
Fax: 61 2 241 5314

Mrs Janet G Michael

Director - Logistics & Technical Services
Kellogg (Aust) Pty Ltd

41-51 Wentworth Ave

Pagewood NSW 2019

Phone: 6123847117

Fax: 61 2 384 7750

Mr John Owen

Group Manager

Materials and Quality
Standards Australia

PO Box 1055

Strathfield NSW 2135
Phone: 61 2 746 4790
Fax: 61 2 746 4766

Ms Gae Pincus

Consultant

PO Box 59

Glebe NSW 2037
Phone: 61 2 692 0097
Fax: 61 2 692 0257

Mr Gary Pysing

Deputy President

Food Inspection Group

Community and Public Sector Union
7th Floor, 191-199 Thomas Street
Haymarket NSW 2000

Phone: 61 2 334 9240

Fax: 61 2 334 9250



Ms Felicity Rafferty

Assistant Secretary

Professional Division

Community and Public Sector Union
46-48 Colbee Court

Woden ACT 2606

Phone: 61 6 282 4188

Fax: 61 6 282 4548

Mr Phillip a Richardson

Food Industry Council of Australia
Representative

Quality Manager

Australian Dairy Corporation

1601 Malvern Road

Glen Iris VIC 3146

Phone: 61 3 9805 3777

Fax: 61 3 9805 3838

Email: prichdsn@ozemail.com.au

Miss Jennifer Smith

Manager Inspection

National Association of Testing Authorities
71-73 Flemington Road

North Melbourne VIC 3051

Phone: 61 3 9329 1633

Fax: 61 3 9326 5148

Mr Bill Spencer

Marketing Manager

SGS International Certification Services
Unit 1

58 Greenhill Road

Wayville SA 5063

Phone: 61 8 271 2226

Fax: 61 8 271 2249

Mr Alick Thomson

National Industrial Officer
Community and Public Sector Union
Level 5, 191-199 Thomas Street
Haymarket NSW 2000

Phone: 61 2 334 9239

Fax: 61 2 334 9252

Ms Bernadette Walsh

Special Projects Manager

c/- Australian Consumers Association
57 Carrington Road

Marrickville NSW 2204

Phone: 61 2 558 0099

Fax: 61 2 558 0224

Mr Tony Webb

Project Officer

Food Policy Alliance

55 Reiby Street

Newtown NSW 2042
Phone: 61 0418 212 632

Mr George West

General Manager

Steritech Pty Ltd

PO Box 4040

Danedong South VIC 3164
Phone: 03 9793 5566
Fax: 03 9701 3158

BELGIUM
BELGIQUE
BELGICA

Mr Bruno Buts

Food Inspection Officer

Food Inspectorate

Ministry of Social Affairs, Public Health and
Environment

Pachecolaan 19 BS

B 1010 Brussels

Phone: 32 2240 48 31

Fax: 3222104816

BRAZIL
BRESIL
BRASIL

Mrs Maria Aparecida Martinelli

Codex Alimentarius Committee of Brazil
INMETRO

SAS Quadra2 lotel - A

Brasilia - DF 70070 900

Phone: 61 2 238 877

Fax: 61 2 234 283

Dr Luiz Carlos de Oliveira

Chief of Operation Division (DIPOA)
Ministry of Agriculture

Esplanada dos Ministerios

Bloco D Anexo 4 Andar Sala 426
Brazilia DF 70.000.000

Phone: 61 3 216 798 & 218 2719
Fax: 61 2 26 6850



CANADA

Dr B J Emberley

Assistant Deputy Minister
Industry Services

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
200 Kent Street, 9th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario K1A OE6

Phone: 1613990 0144
Fax: 1 613 993 4220
Ms Debra Bryanton

Policy Analysis and Coordination Division
Food Production and Inspection Branch
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

59 Camelot Drive

Nepean, Ontario K1A 0Y9

Phone: 1 613 952 8000
Email: dbryanton@em.agr.ca
Mr R B Burke

Director

Food Regulatory, Intl & Interagency Affairs
Food Directorate

Health Protection Branch

Health Canada

Tunneys Pasture

Ottawa, Ontario KIA OL 2

Phone: 1613 957 1748
Fax: 1 613 941 3537
Ms Kathy Greiner

AAFC Codex Coordinator

Food Inspection Directorate

Food Production and Inspection Branch
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

59 Camelot Drive

Nepean, Ontario K1A 0Y9

Phone: 1 613 952 8000
Fax: 1 613 990 3925
Email: kgreiner@em.agr.ca
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CHILE
CHILI

Mr Fernando Perez

Consul General

Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs
National Mutual Centre

Level 18, 44 Market Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia

Phone: 61 2 299 2533

Fax: 61 2 299 2868

Mrs Eugenia Hrdina

Commercial Assistant

Chilean Ministry of Foreign Affairs
National Mutual Centre

Level 18-44 Market St

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
Phone: 61 2 299 2533
Fax: 61 22 99 2868

CHINA, PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF
CHINE, REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DE
CHINA, REPUBLICA POPULAR DE

Prof Junshi Chen

Institute Deputy Director

Institute of Nutrition and Food Hygiene
Ministry of Public Health

29 Nan Wei Road

Beijing 100050

Phone: 86 10 318 7585

Fax: 86 10 301 1875

Email: jchen@ccs.capm.ac.cn

Mr Yong Mao Ye

Deputy Commissioner

Zhejiang Import/Export Commodity Inspection
Bureau

8 Bao Shi Road

Hangzhou

Phone: 86 571 511 8100

Fax: 86 571 517 69500



Mr Zhenghua Cheng

State Administration of Import/Export
Commodity Inspection

No 15 Fangcaodi Xijie Chaoyang District
Beijing 100020

Phone: 86 10 506 8149

Fax: 86 10 500 2163

Mr Yang Zong Li

Hubei Import and Export Commodity
Inspection Bureau

No 3 Wansongyuan Road

Wuhan 430022

Phone: 86 27 579 4323

Fax: 86 27 579 1590

Dr Wei Sun

Deputy Director of Import Food Division
China National health and Quarantine
Administration

An Huili Erqu, Chao Yang District
Beijing 100101

Phone: 86 10 491 2748

Fax: 86 10 491 2733

Email: chfa@public.bta.net.cn

Dr Jing Yu

Director

Fuzhou Health and Quarantine Bureau
67 Wuyi North St

Fuzhou, fujian, 350001

Phone: 86 591 750 8667

Fax: 86 591 751 3214

CZECH REPUBLIC
REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE
REPUBLICA CHECA

Ms Jana Palackova

Chief Secretary

Czech Agricultural and Food Inspection
Ministry of Agriculture

Sumavska 31

612 54 Brno
Phone: 42 5 41321100 EXT 364
Fax: 42 5 412 35034
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DENMARK
DANEMARK
DINAMARCA

Dr Erik Engelst Petersen

Veterinary Officer

Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Danish Veterinary Service
Rolighedsvej 25

DK 1958 Frederiksberg C

Phone: 45 3135 8100

Fax: 45 35 361912

Mr Finn H Clemmensen
Head of Division

National Food Agency
Morkhoj Bygade 19

DK 2860 Soborg

Phone: 45 39 696 600
Fax: 45 39 660 100
Email: thc@lst.min.dk

Ms Lise Berg

MSc Dairy Science
Danish Dairy Board
Frederiks Alle 22

DK 8000 Arhus C
Phone: 45 8 613 2611
Fax: 45 8 613 2693

Ms Anne Busk-Jensen

Deputy Director

Confederation of Danish Industries
DK 1787 Kobenhavn V

Phone: 45 33 77 3377

Fax: 45 33 77 3420

EGYPT
EGYPTE
EGIPTO

Dr Salwa Dogheim

Laboratory of Residue Analysis of Pesticides
and Heavy Metals in Food

Ministry of Agriculture

Dokki, Giza, Cairo

Phone: 202 361 1282

Fax: 202 361 1106



F1JI
FIDJI

Mr Aisea Waqa

Chief Agricultural Quarantine Officer
¢/- Quarantine Section

Ministry of Agriculture

Agriculture, Fisheries & Forests

PO Box 358

Suva

Phone: 679 312 512

Fax: 679 320 153

FINLAND
FINLANDE
FINLANDIA

Mr Kalevi Salminen

Director

National Food Administration
Ministry of Trade and Industry
Box 5

FIN 00531 Helsinki

Phone: 358 0 7726 7600
Fax: 358 0 7727 7666

Mrs Tuula Aalto

Head of Unit

National Veterinary and Food Research
Institute

Department of Milk Hygiene

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
368 Box

FIN 00231 Helsinki

Phone: 358 0 393 1963

Fax: 358 0 349 9438

Mr Erkka Lindstrom

Head of Department

Finnish Customs Laboratory

Finnish Customs Administration

Box 53

FIN 02151 Espoo

Phone: 358 0 614 3280

Fax: 358 0 463 383

Email: Erkka.Lindstrom@tulli. fi
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FRANCE
FRANCIA

Monsieur Jean-Pierre Doussin
Vice-président du comité national du Codex,
économie et finances

59 Boulevard Vincent Auriol

75703 Paris CEDEX 13

Phone: 33144973470

Fax: 331449 730 37

Madame Myriam Ferran

Direction générale de 1'alimentation

Mission de coordination sanitaire internationale
Reglementation

Ministere de 1'agriculture, de la péche et de
1'alimentation

175 rue du Chevaleret

75646 Paris CEDEX 13

Phone: 33 1 4955 5833

Fax: 33 14955 5106

Mr Francois Falconnet
Scientific Delegate

CSC

44 Rue D'Alesia

75682 Paris CEDEX 14
Phone: 3314321 3821
Fax: 33143 21 6839

Mrs Annie Loc'h
Regulatory Affairs
Danone Branche Biscuits
Centre J Theves

6 rue E Vaillant

91201 Aithis Mons
Phone: 33 69 541230
Fax: 33 69 54 1309

GERMANY
ALLEMAGNE
ALEMANIA

Dr Hans Boehm

Chief Section Food Hygiene and Food
Importation

Federal Ministry for Health

AM Propsthof 78 A

D 53121 Bonn

Phone: 49 228 941 4220

Fax: 49 228 941 4944




Dr Hanke Hey
Director

Lebensmittel und Veterinaruntersuchungsamt

des Landes Schleswig-Holstein
Ministry of Health
Max-Eyth-Strasse 5

D-24537 Neumunster

Phone: 49 4321 560910
Fax: 49 4321 560919

HUNGARY
HONGRIE
HUNGRIA

Dr Endre Racz

Director of Quality Policy Unit
Ministry of Agriculture
Budapest 55

Pf 1 H1860

Phone: 1 36131 1592
Fax: 1361 153 0518

Mr Thordur Asgeirsson
Director of Fisheries
Directorate of Fisheries
Ingolfsstraeti 1

150 Reykjavik

Phone: 354 569 7900
Fax: 354 569 7991
INDIA

INDE

Mr Ram Niwas Bansal

Agricultural Marketing Adviser
Ministry of Rural Development
Room No 527

'A' Wing, Nirman Bhavan
New Delhi 110 011

Phone: 91 11 301 3445
Fax: 91 11 821 6568

Mr P B Kondaiah

Joint Commissioner

Animal Husbandary and Dairy
Ministry of Commerce
Phone: 91 11 338 4190
Fax: 91 11 338 6674

INDONESIA
INDONESIE

Mrs Sjamsimar Sitaba

Head of Subdirectorate of Food Legislation

Directorate of Drug and Food Control
Ministry of Health

J1 Percetakan Negara 23,

Jakarta 10560

Phone: 62 21 424 1781

Fax: 62 21 425 3856

Mrs Enny Evelina Karamoy

Head

Section of Food Labelling Legislation
Directorate of Drug and Food Control
Ministry of Health

JL Percetakan Negara 23,

Jakarta 10560

Phone: 62 21 424 1781

Fax: 62 21 425 3856

Mr Harmen Sembiring
Commercial/Trade Attaché
Indonesian Embassy

8 Darwin Ave

Yarralumla ACT 2600
Phone: 61 6 250 8600
Fax: 61 6 273 6017

Mr Stephanus Suwaryanto

Economic Consul

Indonesian Consulate General, Sydney
236 Maroubra Road

Maroubra NSW 2035

Australia

Phone: 61 2 344 99 33

Fax: 61 2 348 6854

IRELAND
IRLANDE
IRLANDA

Mr Sean O'Connor

Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer
Dept Agriculture, Food and Forestry
Agriculture House

Kildare Street

Dublin 2

Phone: 35316789011

Fax: 3531676 6263



ITALY
ITALIE
ITALIA

Mr Salvatore Magazzu

Counsellor for Health Affairs

Italian Representation to the European Union
Council

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Rue du Marteau 9

1040 Bruxelles

Belgium

Phone: 3222200523
Fax: 3222200525
JAPAN

JAPON

Satoshi Takaya, D.V.M.

Senior Officer for Imported Food Inspection
Food Sanitation Division

Environmental Health Bureau

Ministry of Health and Welfare

1-2-2 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 3503 1711 Ext 2432
81 3 3503 7965

Mr Michio Iida
Counsellor
Embassy of Japan
112 Empire Cct
Yarralumla ACT
Australia
Phone:
Fax:

61 6 273 3244
61 6273 1848

Mr Yasuo Ikeda

Deputy Director

Administration Division

Food and Marketing Bureau

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chigoda-ku

Tokyo 100
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 3502 8111
81 3 3502 0438
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Mr Makoto Kakuma

Deputy Director, Office of Resources
Policy Division

Science and Technology Policy Bureau
Science and Technology Agency

2-2-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 100
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 3581 0707
81 3 3581 3079

Mr Masato Otsubo

Technical Advisor

Japanese External Trade Organization
Level 19 Gateway

1 Macquarie place

Sydney NSW 2000

Australia
Phone: 61 2 241 1181
Fax: 61 2 251 7631

Mr Hiromi Ushijima

Deputy Director

Standards and Labelling Division

Food and Marketing Bureau

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chigoda-ku

Tokyo 100
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 3502 4094
81 3 3502 3994

Mr Manabu Yasuhara |

Chief, Information Planning Subsection

Policy Planning Division

Minister's Secretariat

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki

Chiyodu-ku

Tokyo

Phone: 81 3 3502 0014

Fax: 81 3 3502 8308

Email: yasuhara@sc.maff.go.jp

Ms Noriyo Yoshikawa

Technical Officer, Office of Port Health
Administration

Food Sanitation Division

Environmental Health Bureau

Ministry of Health and Welfare

2-2-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 3503 1711 Ext 2433
81 3 3591 8029



Mr Tsuneo Inokuchi

Technical Advisor

Association for the Safety of Imported
Food, Japan

Earnest Building, 8th Floor

9-8, Hisamatsu-chou

Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku

Tokyo 103
Phone:
Fax:

81 3 5695 0819
81 3 5695 0969

Mr Takashi Nampo

Assistant Director

The Japan Canned Food Inspection Association
1-39, Hinade-cho

Shimizu City, 424

Phone: 81 543 530181

Fax: 81 543 52 4403

Mr Katauya Sato

Managing Director

Association for the Safety of Imported
Food, Japan

Earnest Building, 8th Floor

9-8 Hisamatsu-chou

Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku

Tokyo 103

Phone: 81 3 5695 0819

Fax: 81 3 5695 0969
Mr Yoshitomo Tanaka
Director

Japan Frozen Foods Inspection Corporation
2-4-6 Shiba-Daimon

Minatoku
Tokyo 105
Phone:
Fax:

813 3438 1413
81 3 3438 0974

KENYA

Mr Domiziano Kaburu Njeru
Assistant Director of Agriculture
Head -Plant Protection Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock
Development & Marketing

PO Box 14733

Nairobi
Phone:
Fax:

254 2 44 2681 or 442797
254 2 44 8680
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KOREA, REPUBLIC OF
COREE, REPUBLIQUE DE
COREA, REPUBLICA DE

Mr Jae-Kwan Lee

Director

Food Circulation Division
Ministry of Health and Welfare
#1 Chungang -Dong

Kwachun City

Kyounggi-Do

Phone: 82 2 504 6206
Fax: 82 2 504 6207

Dr Myung-Sub Chung

Chief Researcher

Korean Institute of Food Hygiene
57-1 Noryang jin-Dong
DongJak-Ku

Seoul

Phone: 82 2 826 2100 (Ext 228)
Fax: 82 2 824 1762

Dr Dae-Jin Kang

Veterinary Officer

National Animal Quarantine Service

Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries
#23-4 Deungchon Kangseo

Seoul
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

82 2 653 5038
82 2 651 9602
nags@soback.kornet.nm.kr

Mr Hak-Gi Kim

Assistant Director

Ministry of Health and Welfare
#1 Chungang-Dong
Kwachun-City

Kyounggi-Do

Phone: 82 2 504 6206
Fax: 82 2 504 6207

Mr Yong Kyu Kwon

1st Secretary

Korean Embassy

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
113 Empire Circuit
Yarralumia

Canberra ACT

Phone: 61 6 273 3044
Fax: 61 6 273 4839



MACEDONIA, REPUBLIC OF
MACEDOINE, REPUBLIQUE DE
MACEDONIA, REPUBLICA DE

Mrs Iskra Sateva-Pusevska

Head of the Sanitary and Health Inspectorate
Ministry of Health

"Vodnjanska" bb

9100 Skopje

Phone: 389 91 231 127

Mr Stefan P Trajkov

Adviser, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Water Economy

Lenin Street 2

9100 Skopje

Macedonia
Phone:
Fax:

38991233 771
389 91 229 205

MALAYSIA
MALAISIE
MALASIA

Dr Rosini Alias

Department of Veterinary Services
8th Floor, Block A, Exchange Square
Off Jalan Semantan

50630 Kuala Lumpur

Phone: 60 3 254 0077

Fax: 60 3 253 5804

Email: rosini@jph.gov.my

Mr Ahmad Bin Loman

Principal Assistant Secretary
Ministry of Primary Industries
6-8 Floor Menara Dayabumi
Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin

50654 Kuala Lumpur

Phone: 60 3 275 6203

Fax: 60 3 274 7511
Email: ahmadl@kpu.gov.my

Mr Annas Khatib Jaafar
Principal Assistant Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture

1st Flooor, Block C

Jalan Salahuddin

50624 Kuala Lumpur
Phone: 03 440 3238
Fax: 03 294 4008
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Ms Mariam Abdul Latif

Food Quality Control Division

Ministry of Health

2nd Floor, Block E

Kompleks Pejabat-pejabat Jalan Dungun, Bukit
Damansara

50490 Kuala Lumpur
Phone: 60 3 254 0088
Fax: 60 3 253 7804

Mr Abdul Jalil Murad

Eastern Regional Director

Palm Oil Registration and Licencing Authority
Suite 6, 7 & 8

10th Floor Kompleks Teruntum

25200 Kuantan, Pahang

Phone: 60 9 513 0666

Fax: 60 9 513 0045

Mr Parama Subramaniam

Head, Quality Systems Certification Unit A
Standards and Industrial Research Institute of
Malaysia (SIRIM)

Persiaran Dato' Menteri, Section 2

PO Box 7035

40911 Shah Alam

Phone: 60 3 556 7925

Fax: 60 3 556 7932

MAURITIUS
MAURICE
MAURICIO

Mr M Chinappen

Officer-in-Charge

Plant Quarantine Service

Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources
Reduit
Phone:
Fax:

230 4644874
230 464 8749

MEXICO
MEXIQUE

Mrs Aida Albuerne

Directora de Dictaminacién y Fomento
Sanitario, Secretarfa de Salud
Donceles #39

Centro Historico

Mexico City CP 06010

Phone: 52 5521 9717

Fax: 52 5512 9628



Dr Fernando Contreras

Director

Borders and International Airports
Ministry of Agriculture (SAGAR)
Amores 321 3er Piso

Col Del Valle DF 03100
Phone: 5543 2211
Fax: 5543 0128

Mrs Clara Trevino

Secretarfa Particular del Director General
de Control Sanitario de Bienes y Services
Secretarfa de Salud

Donceles #39

Centro Historico

Mexico City CP 06010

Phone: 52 5510 3050

Fax: 52 5512 9628

MICRONESIA, FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIE, ETATS FEDERES DE
MICRONESIA, ESTADOS FEDERADOS DE

Mr Nachsa Siren

Administrator

Division of Environment and Community
Health

Department of External Affairs

PO Box 70

Palikir, Pohnpei FM 96941

Phone: 691 320 2619

Fax: 691 320 293 5263

MYANMAR

Mr Khin Maung Lay
Minister-Counsellor

Embassy of the Union of Myanmar
22 Arkana Street

Yarralumla ACT 2600

Australia
Phone: 61 6 273 3811
Fax: 61 6 273 4357

NETHERLANDS
PAYS-BAS
PAISES BAJOS

Dr Jos Goebbels

Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer

Chief Veterinary Inspectorate

Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports
PO Box 5406

2280 HK Rijswijk

Phone: 31 70 340 7063

Fax: 31 70 340 7080

Mr Edwin Felix Hecker

Senior Policy Officer Inspection Systems
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management
and Fisheries

PO Box 20401

73 BezuidenHoutseweg

2500 EK The Hague

Phone: 31 70 379 3563

Fax: 31 70 347752

Dr Hans Jeuring

Director

Regional Inspect for Health Protection
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports
PO Box 23081

3001 KB Rotterdam

Phone: 31 10 4020800

Fax: 31 10 4130869

Mr Jacobus Warmerhoven
Veterinary Affairs Department
Ministry of Public Health

Sir Winston Churchillian 363
228 MK Rijswijk

Phone: 3170 340 6942
Fax: 3170 340 7051

Mr. O C Knottnerus

Adviser

General Commodity Board for Arable Products
PO Box 29739

2502 LS The Hague

Phone: 31 70 3708343

Fax: 31 70 3708444



NEW ZEALAND
NOUVELLE-ZELANDE
NUEVA ZELANDIA

Dr Andrew McKenzie
Administrator

MAF Regulatory Authority
Ministry of Agriculture

PO Box 2526

Wellington
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

64 4 474 4100
64 4 474 4240
mckenzie@polra.mgm.govt.nz

Dr Steve Hathaway
National Manager
Research and Development
MAF Regulatory Authority
Meat and Seafood

PO Box 646

Gisborne
Phone:
Fax:

64 6 867 1144
64 6 868 5207

Dr Caryll Shailer

National Manager (Specifications)
MAF Regulatory Authority
Ministry of Agriculture

PO Box 2526

Wellington
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

64 4 498 9877
64 4 474 4239
Shailer@polra.mgm.govt.nz

Mr James Wilson

Advisor (Food Monitoring)
Food Administration Section
Ministry of Health

P O BOX 5013

Wellington
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

64 4 496 2360
64 4 496 2340

Mr Robert A Martin

Market Access Manager

New Zealand Kiwifruit Marketing Board
PO Box 9906

Auckland

Phone: 64 9 366 1200

Fax: 64 9 366 1207
Email: martinb@kiwi.co.nz

jim.wilson@mohwn.synet.net.nz
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NORWAY
NORVEGE
NORUEGA

Mr John Race

International Liaison Officer
Norwegian Food Control Authority
PO Box 8187 Dep

0034 Oslo
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

47 22 24 6268
47 22 24 6699
john.race@snt.dep.telemax.no

Mr Aksel Eikemo

Director General

Directorate of Fisheries
Department of Fisheries Control
PO Box 185

N-5002 Bergen
Phone: 55 23 8000
Fax: 55 23 8090

Mrs Mette Solum Ruden

Adviser

Norwegian Food Control Authority
PO Box 8187 DEP

N 0034
Oslo
Phone:
Fax:

47 22 24 6600
47 22 24 6699

Email:g =mette;s =ruden;o=snt;p=dep;a=tel

emax;c-n

Dr Egil Myhr

Veterinary Advisor
Norway Meat

PO Box 360 Okern

N 0513 Oslo

Phone: 47 22 150570
Fax: 47 22 220016



PERU
PEROU

Dr Carlos Felipe Pastor Talledo

Director Ejecutivo de Higiene Alimentaria y

Control de Zoonosis

Ministerio de Salud

Las Amapolas #350

Urb. San Eugenio

Lima 14

Phone: 511 440 2340

Fax: 51 1 440 6562

Email: pos.tmast@digesa.sld.pe

Dr Carmen Catter de Bueno
Managing Director
International Analytical Services
Av La Marina 3035

Maranga San Miguel

Lima

Phone: 5114 64 5551

Fax: 5114 64 1964

PHILIPPINES
FILIPINAS

Dr Virginia Pacaba

Chief Agriculturist
Laboratory Services Division
Bureau of Plant Industry
Department of Agriculture
692 San Andres

Malate MM

Phone: 63 2 524 0708

POLAND
POLOGNE
POLONIA

Mr Janusz Bronislaw Berdowski

Director

Polish Centre for Testing and Certification
UL Klobucka 23A

02-699 Warszawa

Phone: 48 22 471 071

Fax: 48 22 471 222

Mr Woijciech Cakala

Deputy Director

Quality Inspection Office

Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations
Centralny Inspektorat Standaryzacji
32/34 Zurawia Street

Warsaw 00950

Phone: 48 22 628 6720

Fax: 48 22 627 4858

Mrs Joanna Tkaczyk

Director

Foreign Department

Polish Centre for Testing and Certification
23a Klobucka Street

02-699 Warszawa

Phone: 48 22 47 1071

Fax: 48 22 47 1222

ROMANIA
ROUMANIE
RUMANIA

Mrs Olimpia Vorovenci

English Expert in Standardization of Perishable
Produce and Quality Development

Romanian Standards Institute

13 J L Calderon Street 70201

Bucuresti 2

Phone: 041 210 7401

Fax: 041 211 3296

Mrs Maria Chimoaica

Veterinary Surgeon

Central Laboratory for Veterinary Drugs -
Bucharest

Agriculture Ministry

Str Dudului Nr 37, Sector 6

COD 77818 Bucuresti

Phone: 40 1 617 087 2127

Mr Gheorghe Pirvu

Veterinary Surgeon

Central Laboratory for Veterinary Diagnosis
Agriculture Ministry

Str Dr Staicovici Nr 63, Sector 5

COD 76206 Bucuresti

Phone: 041 410 1617

Fax: 041 410 1617; 3353394



RUSSIAN FEDERATION
FEDERATION DE RUSSIE
FERERACION DE RUSIA

Mr Nikolay A Starodoubtsev

Head of Department
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APPENDIX 2

REVISED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN
COUNTRIES ON REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOOD!
(Advanced to Step 8 of the Procedure)

Preamble

1. The following guidelines provide the basis for structured information exchange on import
rejections. The most important information elements to be considered in such guidelines are shown in

the Annex and each category is discussed in more detail below. The guidelines are intended to cover

all types of food.

2, These guidelines deal only with import rejections caused by failure to comply with importing
country requirements. Information exchange in food control emergency situations is dealt with in the
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control Emergency Situations (CAC/GL 19-
1995)2.

3. The use of these Guidelines for the Exchange of Information on Rejections of Imported Food
is intended to assist countries to conform with the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection
and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995), in particular the transparency provisions contained in paragraph
14 of the Principles.

General Considerations

4. When the food control authorities in an importing country reject a consignment of food
presented for importation they should always provide information to the importer of the consignment
giving the reasons for the rejection. This information should also be provided to the exporter if the
control authorities receive such a request.

5. When the rejection of the consignment arises from

-- evidence of a serious food safety or public health problem in the exporting country; or
- evidence of serious misrepresentation or consumer fraud; or
- evidence of a serious failure in the inspection or control system in the exporting country;

the food control authorities in the importing country should notify the food control authorities
in the exporting country forthwith (by telecommunication or other similar rapid means of
communication) supplying the details set out in the Annex to these Guidelines.

6. Upon receipt of such a communication, the food control authorities in the exporting country
should undertake the necessary investigation to determine the cause of any problem that has led to the
rejection of the consignment. The food control authority in the exporting country, if requested,

Governments and organizations interested in receiving a List of Contacts for Food Import Control and
Information Exchange in Food Control Emergency Situations should contact the Codex Contact Point for
Australia, Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, GPO Box 858, Canberra, ACT, 2601,
AUSTRALIA. Telefax: 61-6-272-3103.

2 Codex Alimentarius, Volume 1A, General Requirements, FAO/WHO, Rome, 1995.
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should provide the authorities in the importing country with information on the outcome of the
necessary investigation, if available. Bilateral discussions should take place as necessary.

7. In other circumstances, for example:

- where there is evidence of repeated failures of a correctable nature (eg labelling errors,
mislaying of documents); or g

- where there is evidence of systematic failures in handling, storage or transport subsequent
to inspection/certification by the authorities in the exporting countries,

the food control authorities in the importing country should also make appropriate notification to the
food control authorities in the exporting country, either periodically or upon request.

8. It is also open to an importing country to supply information on rejections to an exporting
country even when this is not specified in these guidelines.

9. In some countries information about the results obtained in public food control is freely
available, whereas in others legal constraints may prevent or restrict the dissemination to third parties
of information on, for example, import rejections. In some cases information cannot be exchanged
before a certain time has elapsed. So far as possible countries should minimise restrictions on the
disclosure to other countries of information on rejected foods.

10. To enable FAO to assist exporting countries in their efforts to meet the requirements of
importing countries, information on rejections of imported food should be made available to FAO on
request.

Detailed Information
Identification of the food concerned

11. A certain amount of basic information is required in order to be able to identify the
consignment or lot of food that has been refused entry when presented for importation. The most
important information in this respect is a description of the nature and quantity of the food, any lot
identification or other identification stamps, marks or numbers and the name and address of the
exporter and/or food producer or manufacturer. Information about importers or sellers is also useful.
Where a lot has been certified, the certificate number can provide an important method of
identification.

Importation details

12. Information about importation or presentation for importation is necessary. The most
important elements here are: place and date of entry, and the identity and contact details of the
importer.

Rejection decision

13. It is important to obtain information about the decision to refuse importation, especially the

name of the food control authority which made the decision, when the decision was made and whether
the whole or only part of the consignment was refused entry.
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Reasons for rejection'

14. The reason(s) why a consignment of food has been refused entry should be clearly stated and
reference should be made to the regulations or standards which have been contravened.

15. Foods may be rejected because they are found to be unacceptable when subjected to an
organoleptic examination or because they have technical/physical defects, eg leaking cans, broken
seals and damaged boxes. In circumstances where physical examination has led to rejection, a clear
description of the criteria used should be provided.

16.  When the level of a contaminant in a food has been found to be above the maximum permitted
level, the contaminant should be specified, together with the level found and the maximum permitted
level. In the case of biological contamination or contamination by biological toxins, where no
maximum level has been fixed, the identity of the organism or toxin concerned should be given as
specifically as possible, and as appropriate, the level of contamination found. Similarly,-
contraventions of regulations on food additive or compositional standards should be specified. Some
countries accept certain foods (eg fresh meat) only from specifically approved establishments in the
exporting country. If such foods are refused entry because evidence that they come from such an
establishment is lacking or incomplete, this should be stated.

17.  Where consignments of imported food are rejected on the basis of analysis performed in the
importing country, the importing country authority should make available upon request details of the
sampling and analytical methods employed and the results obtained.

Action taken

18. Information should be supplied about the action taken following the rejection or retention of a
consignment of food. This should include information about the fate of the consignment, such as
whether it was destroyed or detained for reconditioning.

19.  If the rejected food is re-exported, the conditions attached to such re-export should be stated.
For example, some countries permit re-export only to the country of origin or to countries which
have stated in advance that they are prepared to accept the consignment knowing that it has been
refused entry elsewhere. '

20. In addition to the exchange of information between the food control authorities of exporting
and importing countries it may also be valuable to inform the embassy or other representative body of
the exporting country of the situation so that the country concerned can take action to rectify the
deficiencies found and thus avoid rejection of future shipments.
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ANNEX

STANDARD FORMAT FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION BETWEEN COUNTRIES ONV-
REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOOD

The following information should be provided by countries in relation to rejections of imported food
as available and appropriate to the circumstances.

Identification of the food concerned

Description and quantity of product

Type and size of package

Lot identification (number, production date, etc.)

Container number, bill of lading or similar transportation details
Other identification stamps, marks or numbers

Certificate number

Name and address of manufacturer, producer, seller and/or exporter, establishment number, as
appropriate

Importation details

Port or other point of entry

Name and address of importer

Date presented for entry

Details of rejection decision

Whole/part of (specify) consignment rejected

Name and address of food control authority making decision to reject
Date of decision

Name and address of food control authority which can provide more information on reason for
rejection

Reason(s) for rejection

Biological/microbiological contamination

Chemical contamination (pesticide or veterinary drug residues, heavy metals, etc.)
Radionuclide contamination

Incorrect or misleading labelling

Compositional defect

Non-conformity with food additive requirements

Organoleptic quality unacceptable
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Technical or physical defects (e.g., packaging damage)
Incomplete or incorrect certification
Does not come from an approved country, region or establishment

Other reasons

Note: Where imported food has been rejected on the basis of sampling and/or analysis in the

importing country, details should be made available on request as to sampling and
analytical methods and test results and the identity of the testing laboratory.

Action taken

Food destroyed

Food held pending reconditioning/rectification of deficiencies in documentation
Food held pending final judgement

Place where food is held

Import granted for use other than human consumption

Re-export granted under certain conditions, e.g. to specified informed countries
Importer notified

Embassy/food control authorities of exporting country notified

Authorities in other likely destination countries notified

Other
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APPENDIX 3

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, OPERATION, ASSESSMENT AND
ACCREDITATION OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS

(Advanced to Step 5 of the Procedure)

SECTION I - SCOPE OBJECTIVES

1. These guidelines provide a framework for the development of import and export inspection
and certification systems consistent with the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and
Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995).

2. These guidelines are intended to assist countries in the application of requirements for trade in
foodstuffs and in determining equivalency in order to protect consumers and facilitate fair trade.

3. The document deals with the recognition of equivalence of inspection and/or certification
systems and not with standards related to specific food products or their components (e.g., food
hygiene, additives and contaminants, labelling and quality requirements).

4 Application of the guidelines presented in this document should help build and maintain the
necessary confidence in the inspection and certification system of an exporting country to facilitate
trade.

SECTION 2 - DEFINITIONS

Audit is a systematic and functionally independent examination to determine whether activities and
related results comply with planned objectives.!

Certification is the procedure by which official certification bodies and officially recognized bodies
provide written or equivalent assurance that foods or food control systems conform to requirements.
Certification of food may be, as appropriate, based on a range of inspection activities which may
include continuous on-line inspection, auditing of quality assurance systems, and examination of
finished products.’

Equivalence is the capability of different inspection and certification systems to meet the same
objectives.

Inspection is the examination of food or systems for control of food, raw materials, processing and
distribution, including in-process and finished product testing, in order to verify that they conform to
requirements.

Official accreditation is the procedure by which a government agency having jurisdiction formally
recognizes the competence of an inspection and/or certification body to provide inspection and
certification services.

1 (CAC/GL 20-1995).
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Official inspection systems and official certification systems are systems administered by a government
agency having jurisdiction empowered to perform a regulatory or enforcement function or both.’

Officially recognized inspection systems and officially recognized certification systems are systems
which have been formally approved or recognized by a government agency having jurisdiction.”

Requirements are the criteria set down by the competent authorities relating to trade in foodstuffs
covering the protection of public health, the protection of consumers and conditions of fair trading.!

Risk Assessment is the evaluation of the likelihood and severity of adverse effects on public health
arising, for example, from the presence in foodstuffs of additives, contaminants, residues, toxins or
disease-causing organisms.2

SECTION 3 - RISK ANALYSIS

5. The use of scientifically based risk analysis including risk assessment will increase confidence
in food safety and will facilitate international trade by increasing confidence in the inspection results
of trading partners.

6. Risk analysis should be applied to all segments of the food production and distribution chain,
including agricultural inputs and pre-harvest procedures, to enable inspection resources to be targeted
effectively on hazards to public health.

7. The principles of Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) developed by the Codex
Commiittee on Food Hygiene?® provide a systematic basis for the identification and control of hazards
so as to ensure the safety of food. The use of a HACCP approach by food businesses should be
recognised by governments as a fundamental tool for improving the safety of foodstuffs. ‘

SECTION 4 - QUALITY ASSURANCE

8. The voluntary utilisation of quality assurance by food businesses should also be encouraged in
order to achieve greater confidence in the quality of products obtained. If safety and/or quality
assurance tools are used by food businesses, the official inspection and certification systems should
take them into account in particular through the adaptation of their control methodologies.

9. Governments do, however, retain the fundamental responsibility to ensure by official
inspection and certification the conformity of foodstuffs to requirements.

10.  The degree to which industry utilizes quality assurance procedures can influence the methods
and procedures by which government services verify that requirements have been met, where official
authorities consider such procedures to be relevant to their requirements.

SECTION 5§ - EQUIVALENCE

11. The recognition of equivalence of inspection and certification should be facilitated where it can
be objectively demonstrated that there is an appropriate system for inspection and certification of food
by the exporting country in accordance with these guidelines.

2 Consistent with the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995)
but subject to consideration by the Commission.
3 Guidelines for the Application of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) System; CAC/GL 18-

1993.
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12. For the determination of equivalence, governments should recognise that:

- inspection and certification systems should be organized for the risk involved, considering
that the same food commodities produced in different countries may present different
hazards; and,

- control methodologies can be different but achieve equivalent results. For example,
environmental sampling and the strict application of good agricultural practices, with
limited end product testing for verification purposes, may produce a result equivalent to
extensive end product testing for the control of agriculture chemical residues in raw
products.

13.  Controls on imported food and domestically produced foods should be designed to achieve the
same level of protection. The importing country should avoid the unnecessary repetition of controls
where these can be considered to have been already validly carried out by the exporting country. In
these cases a level of control equivalent to domestic controls should have been achieved at the stages
prior to import.

14.  The exporting country should provide access to enable the inspection and certification systems
to be examined and evaluated, on request of the food control authorities of the importing country.
Evaluations of inspection and certification systems carried out by the authorities of an importing
country should take into account other relevant inspections already validly carried out by self-
evaluation or by competent third-party evaluations in the exporting country.

15.  Evaluations of inspection and certification carried out by an importing country for purposes of
establishing equivalence should take account of all relevant information held by the competent
authority of the exporting country.

Equivalency Agreements

16.  The application of equivalence principles may be in the form of agreements or letters of
understanding established between governments either for inspection and/or certification of production
areas, sectors or parts of sectors. Equivalence may also be established through the administration of a
comprehensive agreement which would cover inspection and certification of all food commodity forms
traded between two or more countries.

17.  Agreements on the recognition of equivalence of inspection and certification systems may
include provisions concerning:

- the legislative framework, control programs and administrative procedures;

- contact points in inspection and certification services;

- demonstration by the exporting country of the effectiveness and adequacy of its
enforcement and control programmes, including laboratories;

- where relevant, lists of products or establishments subject to certification or approval,
accredited facilities and accredited bodies;

- mechanisms supporting continued recognition of equivalence, eg., exchange of
information on hazards and monitoring and surveillance.

18.  Agreements should include mechanisms to provide for periodic review and updating and
include procedural mechanisms for resolving differences arising within the framework of the
agreement.



e SS’’BGGGGGGGGGEEGGEEEGGGHHEEHHL

-40 -
SECTION 6 - INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE

19.  Countries should identify the main objectives to be addressed through import and export
inspection and certification systems.

20. Countries should have in place the legislative framework, controls, procedures, facilities,
equipment, laboratories, transportation, communications, personnel and training to support the
objectives of the inspection and certification programme.

21.  Where different authorities in the same country have jurisdiction over different parts of the
food chain, conflicting requirements must be avoided to prevent legal and commercial problems and
obstacles to trade. For example, while provincial or state laws may exist there should be a competent
authority at the national level capable of ensuring uniform application. However, an importing
country authority may recognise a sub-national competent authority for purposes of inspection or
certification where this arrangement is acceptable to the national authorities concerned.

Legislative Framework

22. For the purposes of this section, legislation includes acts, regulations, requirements or
procedures, issued by public authorities, related to foodstuffs and covering the protection of public
health, the protection of consumers and conditions of fair trading.

23.  The effectiveness of controls related to foodstuffs depends on the quality and completeness of
legislation for foods. Legislation should provide authority to carry out controls at all stages of
production, manufacture, importation, processing, storage, transportation, distribution and trade.

24, Legislation may also include provisions as appropriate for the registration of establishments or
listing of certified processing plants, establishment approval, licensing or registration of traders,
equipment design approval, coding requirements and charging of fees.

25. The national competent authority in the exporting or importing country should have the ability
to enforce and take action based on adequate legislation. It should take all necessary steps to insure the
integrity, impartiality and independence of official inspection systems and officially recognized
inspection systems and to ensure that the inspection programme contained in national legislation is
delivered to a prescribed standard. Inspectors must be capable, appropriately trained and must be able

to take the necessary measures in cases of non-conformity, to prevent recurrence and to protect public
health.

Control programmes and operations

26. Control programmes help to ensure that inspection actions relate to objectives, since the results
of these programmes can be assessed against the objectives set for the inspection and certification
system. Inspection services should draw up control programmes based on precise objectives and
appropriate risk analysis. In the absence of detailed scientific research, control programmes should be
based on requirements developed from current knowledge and practice. Every effort should be made
to apply risk analysis based on internationally-accepted methodology.

27.  In particular, countries should require or encourage the use of a HACCP approach by food
establishments and, for this reason, should provide training on HACCP for official inspectors. Where
programmes include the taking and analysis of samples, adequate sampling and appropriately
validated analytical methods should be established to ensure that the results are representative and
reliable in relation to the specific objectives.
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28.  The elements of a control program should include, as appropriate :

-  inspection;

- sampling and analysis;

-  checks on hygiene, including personal cleanliness and clothing;

- examination of written and other records;

- examination of the results of any verification systems operated by the establishment;
- audit of establishments by the national competent authority;

- national audit and verification of the control programme.

29.  Administrative procedures should be in place to ensure that controls by the inspection system
are carried out:

- regularly in proportion to risk;
- where non-compliance is suspected;
- in a co-ordinated manner between different authorities, if several exist.

30. Controls should cover, as appropriate:

- establishments, installations, means of transport, equipment and material;

- raw materials, ingredients, technological aids and other products used for the preparation
and production of foodstuffs;

- semi-finished and finished products;

- materials and objects intended to come into contact with foodstuffs;

- cleaning and maintenance products and processes, and pesticides;

- processes used for the manufacture or processing of foodstuffs;

- the application and integrity of health, grading and certification marks;

- preserving methods;

- labelling integrity and claims.

31.  The elements of the control programme should be formally documented including methods and
techniques.

Decision criteria and action

32.  The controls program should be targeted at the most appropriate stages and operations,
depending on the specific objectives. Control procedures should not compromise the quality or safety
of foods, particularly in the case of perishable products.

33.  The frequency and intensity of controls by inspection systems should be designed so as to take
account of risk and the reliability of controls already carried out by those handling the products
including producers, manufacturers, importers, exporters, and distributors. An exporting country may
take into account risk and the controls implemented by a producer when identifying the appropriate
level of inspection for export.

34.  Countries should avoid systematic physical checks on imports except in justified cases such as
products associated with a high level of risk; a suspicion of non-conformity for a particular product;
or a history of non-conformity for the product, processor, importer or country.
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35.  When physical checks are to be undertaken, sampling plans for imported products should take
into account the level of risk, the presentation and type of commodity to be sampled, the reliability of
controls of the exporting country and of those responsible for handling the product in the importing
country.

36. Where an imported product is found not to be in conformity, the resulting measures should
take into account the following criteria to ensure that any action is proportionate to the degree of
public health risk, potential fraud or deception. Additionally, the following matters should be taken
into consideration:

- repeated non-conformity in the same product or in the same category of products;
- history of non-conformity of those responsible for handling the products;
- reliability of checks made by the country of origin.

37.  Where an imported product is found not to be in conformity, the resulting measures should be
applied according to the criteria stated in paragraph 37 above. Such measures may be cumulative if
necessary.

In respect of the product not in conformity measures may include:

- requirement for the importer to restore conformity (e.g. where problems relate to
labelling for consumer information and have no effect on inspection or health);

- rejection of consignments or lots, in whole or in part;

- in the case of potentially serious health risk, destruction of the product;

In respect of future imports measures may include:

- increased intensity of checks on categories of products identified as being not in
conformity and/or the undertakings concerned;

- request for information and cooperation on the product or the category of products found
not to be in conformity by the responsible authorities in the country of origin (increased
checks at origin including controls as indicated in paragraphs 30 and 31);

- on-site visits;

- in the most serious or persistent cases, imports from establishments or countries may be
suspended;

- control programmes implemented by the importer to ensure problems do not re-occur.

38.  Where possible, and upon request, the importer or their representative should be given access
by the relevant food control authority of the importing country, to a rejected or detained consignment
and in the latter case, the opportunity to contribute any relevant information to assist the control
authorities of the importing country to make their final decision.

39.  Where product is rejected, information should be exchanged in accordance with the Codex
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information between Countries on Rejections of Imported Food
(ALINORM 97/30, Appendix 2).

Facilities, Equipment, Transportation and Communications

40. Inspection staff should have access to adequate facilities and equipment to undertake
inspection procedures and methodologies.
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41. Reliable transportation and communication systems are essential to ensure delivery of
inspection and certification services when and where they are needed and for the transmission of
samples to laboratories.

42. Communications facilities should be provided to ensure adequate compliance action and to
address potential recalls. Consideration should be given to developing electronic information exchange
systems, in particular to facilitate trade, protect consumer health, and to combat fraud. ‘

Laboratories

43. Inspection services should utilize laboratories that are evaluated and/or accredited under
officially recognized programs to ensure that adequate quality controls are in place to provide for the
reliability of test results. Validated analytical methods should be used wherever available.

44.  Inspection systems' laboratories should apply the principles of internationally accepted quality
assurance techniques to ensure the reliability of analytical results4.

Personnel

45. Inspection services should have, or have access to, a sufficient number of qualified personnel
as appropriate in the following areas: food science and technology, chemistry, microbiology,
veterinary science, human medicine, epidemiology, audit and law.

SECTION 7 - CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS

46.  An effective certification system depends on the existence of an effective inspection system as
described above in Section 6.

47. Demand for certification should be justified by risk to health or risk of fraud or deception .
Alternatives to certification should be considered wherever possible, in particular where the inspection
system and requirements of an exporting country are assessed as being equivalent to those of the
importing country. Bilateral or multilateral agreements, such as mutual recognition agreements or
pre-certification agreements, may provide for dispensing with certification and/or the issuance of
certificates which were previously required in certain cases.

48.  Certification should provide assurance of the conformity of a product or batch of products, or
that a food inspection system conforms to specified requirements, and will be based, as appropriate,
on:

- regular checks by the inspection service;

- analytical results;

- evaluation of quality assurance procedures linked to compliance with specified

requirements;
- any inspections specifically required for the issuance of a certificate.

4 The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling is studying a series of internationally
recommended documentation on quality assurance systems for laboratories. The complete reference will be
included in the final version of these guidelines.
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49.  Competent authorities should take all necessary steps to ensure the integrity, impartiality and
independence of official certification systems and officially-recognized certification systems. They
should ensure that personnel empowered to validate certificates are appropriately trained and fully
aware, if necessary from notes of guidance, of the significance of the contents of each certificate
which they complete.

50.  Certification procedures should include procedures to ensure the authenticity and validity of
certificates at all the relevant stages and to prevent fraudulent certification. In particular, personnel:

- should not certify matters without their personal knowledge or which cannot be
ascertained by them;

- should not sign blank or incomplete certificates, or certificates for products which have
not been produced under appropriate control programs. Where a certificate is signed on
the basis of another supporting document, the person signing the certificate should be in
‘possession of that document;

- should have no direct commercial interest in the products being certified.

SECTION 8 - COMPETENCE OF NATIONAL INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION
BODIES AND OFFICIAL ACCREDITATION?

51.  Countries may officially accredit inspection or certification bodies to provide services on
behalf of official agencies.

52. To be officially accredited, an inspection or certification body must be assessed against
objective criteria and must comply at least with the standards set out in these guidelines, particularly
in relation to the competence, independence and impartiality of personnel.

53.  The performance of officially accredited inspection or certification bodies should be regularly

assessed by the competent authority. Procedures should be initiated to correct deficiencies and, as
appropriate, enable withdrawal of official accreditation.

SECTION 9 - ASSESSMENT AND VERIFICATION OF INSPECTION AND
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS

54. A national system should be subject to audit separate from routine inspection. Inspection and
certification services should be encouraged to carry out self-evaluation or have their effectiveness
evaluated by third parties

55.  Self-assessment or third-party audits should be carried out periodically at various levels of the
inspection and certification system, using internationally-recognized assessment and verification
procedures. The inspection services of a country may undertake self-assessment for such purposes as
assuring the adequacy of consumer protection and other matters of national interest, improving
internal efficiency or facilitating exports.

56.  The areas to be covered should include the entire process of the inspection and certification
system as outlined in Sections 6 and 7 (above).

A list of international documentation related to objective criteria for the assessment of the competence of
inspection bodies involved in the official import and export control of foods is available from the Codex

Contact Point for Australia, Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, GPO Box 858, Canberra, ACT,
Australia; facsimile number 61 6 272 3103.
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57. A prospective importing country may undertake a review with the approval of the exporting
country of the inspection and certification systems of an exporting country as part of its risk analysis
process, with a view to determining requirements for imports from that country. Periodic assessment
reviews may be appropriate following the commencement of trade.

58.  For the purpose of assisting an exporting country to demonstrate that its inspection or

certification systems is equivalent, the importing country should make readily available adequate

information on its system and its performance.

59. Exporting countries should be able to demonstrate adequate resources, functional capabilities
and legislative support in addition to effective administration, independence in the exercise of their
official function and, where relevant, performance history.

60. Guidelines on procedures for conducting an assessment and verification of the systems of an
exporting country by an importing country are outlined in Appendix 1.

SECTION 10 - TRANSPARENCY

61. Consistent with the principles on transparency contained in the Principles for Food Import and
Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995), and in order to promote consumer
confidence in the safety and quality of their food, governments should ensure that the operations of
their inspection and certification systems are as transparent as possible, while respecting any
legitimate constraints of professional and commercial confidentiality and avoiding the creation of new
barriers to trade by giving a misleading impression of the quality or safety of imported products in
comparison with domestic products.
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ANNEX

GUIDELINES ON PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING AN ASSESSMENT AND
VERIFICATION BY AN IMPORTING COUNTRY OF INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION
SYSTEMS OF AN EXPORTING COUNTRY '

1. Introduction

1.1. Assessment and verification should concentrate primarily on effectiveness of the inspection
and certification system in operation in the exporting country rather than on specific commodities or
establishments.

1.2. Assessment and verification may be conducted by officials of the importing country. The
subject of assessment and verification may be an exporting country's inspection and certification
infrastructure, or a specific inspection and certification regime applied to a single producer or group
of producers.

2. Preparation

2.1  Those responsible for conducting the audit should prepare a plan that covers the following
points:

- the subject, depth and scope of the audit and the standards or requirements against which
the subject will be assessed; '

- the date and place of the audit, along with a timetable up to and including the issue of the
final report;

- the identity of the auditors including, if a team approach is used, the leader;

- the language(s) in which the audit will be conducted and the report issued;

-  a schedule of meetings with officials and visits to establishments, as appropriate;

- confidentiality requirements.

2.2  This plan should be reviewed in advance with representatives of the country and, if necessary,
the organization(s) being audited.

2.3 Where different authorities of an importing country have jurisdiction over different aspects of
food control in the importing country, such authorities should coordinate their conduct of an audit in
order to avoid any duplication of visits in the assessment of the exporting countries' inspection and
certification infrastructure.

3. Opening Meeting

An opening meeting should be held with representatives of the exporting country, including
officials responsible for the inspection and certification programs. At this meeting the auditor will be-
responsible for reviewing the audit plan and confirming that adequate resources, documentation, and

any other necessary facilities are available for conducting the audit.

4, Examination

This may comprise both the examination of documentary material and an on-site verification.
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4.1  Document Review

The document review may consist of a preliminary review of the national food inspection and
certification system, with emphasis on the implementation of elements of the system of inspection and
certification for commodity(ies) of interest. Based upon this preliminary review, the auditors may
examine inspection and certification files relevant to these commodities.

4.2  On-site Verification

4.2.1. The decision to proceed to this step should not be automatic but should be based upon a
variety of factors such as risk assessment of the food commodity(ies), history of conformity with
requirements by the industry sector or exporting country, volume of product produced and imported
or exported, changes within a country's infrastructure, changes to the food inspection and certification
systems, and training (theoretical and practical) of inspectors.

4.2.2. On-site verification will involve visits to manufacturing facilities and food handling or storage
areas to check on compliance with the information contained in the documentary material referred to
in 4.1. '

43 Follow-up Audit

Where a follow-up audit is being conducted in order to verify the correction of deficiencies, it
may be sufficient to examine only those points which have been found to require correction.

S. Working Documents

5.1  Forms for reporting assessment findings and conclusions should be standardized as much as
possible in order to make the approach to audit, reporting and assessment more uniform and efficient.
The working documents also include any checklists of elements to evaluate. Such checklists may
cover:

- legislation and policy;

-  establishment structure and working procedures;

- the adequacy of inspection and sampling coverage and inspection standards;
- sampling plans and results;

- certification criteria;

- compliance action and procedures;

- reporting and complaint procedures;

- training of inspectors.

6. Closing Meeting

A closing meeting should be held with representatives of the exporting country, including
officials responsible for the inspection and certification programs. At this meeting the auditor will be
responsible for presenting the findings of the audit as well as, where appropriate, an analysis of
conformity. The information should be presented in a clear, concise manner so that the conclusions
of the audit are clearly understood. If possible, an action plan for correction of any deficiencies
should be agreed.



7. Report

The draft report of the audit should be forwarded to the appropriate authorities in both
countries as soon as possible. It should include a report of the audit findings with supporting evidence .
for each conclusion, along with any details of significance discussed during the closing meeting. The
final report should incorporate the comments by the appropriate authorities of the exporting country.

8. Frequency of auditing

The potential importing country shall decide the frequency of auditing in agreement with the
exporting country. Factors to be taken into account include the findings of previous audits and the
existence and effectiveness of self-audit systems or third party audit of the exporting country's
control systems.



