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1. The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) would like to thank the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (CAC) for the continued opportunity to participate in its Commission and Committees 
meetings. We trust the CAC shares with us the positive perception of this collaboration.  

2. The OIE develops international standards that can be used by its 167 Member Countries to protect 
themselves from the introduction of diseases and pathogens arising from animals and animal products, 
without setting up unjustified trade barriers. 

3. OIE standards are recognised by the World Trade Organization (WTO) as international references 
for animal health and zoonoses. They are prepared by elected Specialist Commissions and by Working 
Groups bringing together internationally renowned scientists, most of whom are experts within the 
network of 181 OIE Collaborating Centres and Reference Laboratories that also contribute towards the 
scientific objectives of the OIE. These standards are adopted by the International Committee, which is 
composed of the 167 OIE Delegates. The OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (in brief, the Terrestrial 
Code) houses the OIE international standards for terrestrial animals and their products. 

4. Recognising the usefulness of the normative framework provided by the WTO, the OIE is keen to 
formalise its collaboration with the CAC. In this respect, the OIE has already renewed its cooperation with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization 
(WHO) by ratifying two new mutual agreements. Within this cooperation and on request of the Codex 
Executive Committee, FAO and WHO will continue discussions with OIE on how to foster relationship 
between Codex and OIE. The resulting synergies will benefit all organisations.  

E
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5. This collaboration should be facilitated by the fact that almost all OIE Member Countries are also 
CAC Member Countries. The OIE would like to encourage the CAC Delegates to coordinate points of 
common interest in the fields of animal health and food safety with their national counterpart, the OIE 
Delegate. A framework paper on the “Cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the 
OIE on food safety throughout the food chain” is provided at Appendix I. A list of OIE Official Delegates 
is provided in Appendix II.  

6. To help coordination between the CAC and the OIE, the OIE Member Countries gave the Director 
General a mandate to constitute the OIE Animal Production Food Safety Working Group. Its current 
membership includes high-level current and former Codex Alimentarius office holders, the Director of the 
Food Safety Department, Zoonoses and Foodborne Diseases of the WHO, the Chief of the Animal Health 
Service of the FAO and experts from OIE Member Countries of all Regions. 

7. The Working Group's primary role is to act as a steering committee in the OIE’s work programme 
on the development of standards aimed at protecting consumers from food-borne hazards arising from 
animals, at the production level of the food chain. The Working Group held its 5th meeting in January 
2006 (a summary report is provided in Appendix III). Through this Working Group, the OIE has been 
working on the following topics of interest for the CAC: 

a) The OIE Working Group guided the drafting of a chapter for the Terrestrial Code on 
“Identification and Traceability of Live Animals”. This chapter has just been adopted as an 
international standard by the OIE International Committee (a copy is attached at Appendix IV). 
The OIE welcomes the finalisation of the text prepared by the Codex Committee on Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CCFICS) on the “Proposed draft principles for 
traceability/product tracing as a tool within a food inspection and certification system” and its 
timely proposal of adoption by the CAC at step 5/8. The OIE has coordinated its work with the 
CAC in order to minimise gaps and duplication. To continue this coordination work the OIE 
provided additional comments on the Codex Alimentarius Circular Letter 2005/54-FICS. 
The OIE is now putting together the main points that constitute a system for identification and 
traceability for live animals to guide Member Countries in setting up a proper animal 
identification and traceability system. 

b) The Working Group developed the above mentioned document on the “Cooperation between 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the OIE on food safety throughout the food chain”. 
This document provides an introduction on how to address the “production-to-consumption” 
continuum from a regulatory point of view and constitutes a framework document for 
subsequent documents on the roles and functionalities of veterinary services in food safety. This 
document is presented at Appendix I.  

c) Following this framework document (see point b) and the parallel work underway in the Codex 
Committee on Meat and Poultry Hygiene (CCMH), the Working Group prepared an appendix 
for the Terrestrial Code on “Guidelines for the Control of Biological Hazards of Animal Health 
and Public Health Importance through Ante- and Post-Mortem Meat Inspection”. This appendix 
complements and refers to the Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat adopted by the CAC last 
year. This appendix has just been adopted as an international standard by the OIE International 
Committee (a copy is attached at Appendix V). 

d) In the process of updating its model certificates, the OIE has been working with the CCFICS 
and the Codex Committee on Milk and Milk (CCMMP) to provide a comprehensive approach 
to the certification process of the food chain. A summary of activities is provided at 
Appendix VI.  
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e) In the field of antimicrobial resistance, the OIE has participated in the discussions in the CAC 
and in the Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Food (CCRVDF). The OIE 
replied to the Codex Alimentarius Circular Letter 2005/33-CAC and refers to it for more details. 
The OIE has also finalised the list of veterinary critically important antimicrobials as requested 
by the FAO/OIE/WHO workshop on non human antimicrobial usage. Additional details are 
provided in Appendix VII. 

f) The OIE is setting up an expert group to develop draft standards on salmonellosis in poultry to 
complement the ongoing work of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (CCFH). The 
standards will address methods for the detection of Salmonella spp. in flocks, measures for 
control and eradication, as well as risk mitigation measures for affected commodities (see 
Appendix II for more details). 

g) The OIE is further developing its standards on animal feeding through the setting up of an 
expert group that will take into account what is already present in the Terrestrial Code. The OIE 
Animal Production Food Safety Working Group will ensure that the Codex “Recommended 
Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding” is also taken into account in order to make the 
standards complementary (see Appendix II for more details).  

8. The OIE held its 74th General Session from 21 to 26 May 2006. It is the annual meeting during 
which the International Committee, which is the general assembly of all Delegates of OIE Member 
Countries, votes for adoption of proposed OIE International Standards; it also provides the OIE with 
guidance on its future work. It unanimously adopted Resolution No. XXII on Animal Production Food 
Safety which describes the future work of the OIE in this field in the short term. The Resolution is 
appended in Appendix VIII for the information of the CAC. 
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Appendix I 

Cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the OIE on  
Food Safety throughout the Food Chain  

1. Introduction 

Food safety is an issue of increasing concern world wide and prioritisation of food safety as an 
essential public health function was advocated recently by the World Health Assembly.  Better 
monitoring and surveillance demonstrates that the main burden of food-borne disease is due to 
microbiological pathogens of animal origin and this has important implications for the veterinary 
profession at both the international and national levels. The possibility of chemical residues in food is 
also causing growing anxiety amongst consumers. 

In a contemporary food safety environment, veterinarians and other health professionals have an 
essential and rapidly changing role in the prevention and control of food-borne zoonoses (even when 
animals are not clinically affected), other sources of food-borne disease and chemical contaminants 
of food. In many situations, this role is achieved in parallel to prevention and control of diseases and 
conditions of animal health importance.  

A ‘production-to-consumption’, risk-based approach to food control demands integrated involvement 
throughout the food chain1. Where zoonoses are concerned, it is clear that there is an overlap between 
public health and animal health objectives, and a duality of veterinary functions. Veterinary 
competence can also be shared even when public health and animal health objectives are separate and 
distinct, and a number of countries are exploring such synergies in the reform of regulatory systems. 

The World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) has a SPS responsibility for elaborating standards 
and related texts for the prevention, control and eradication of animal diseases and zoonoses, while 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) elaborates standards and related texts for both safety and 
suitability aspects of food control. CAC and the OIE have strategies and mechanisms in place to co-
ordinate and integrate food safety activities across the production to consumption continuum and so 
enhance the safety of food of animal origin on a world-wide basis. A part of OIE’s strategy was the 
setting up of a permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety to review, develop 
and/or contribute to international food safety standards and guidelines, incorporating good animal 
production practice (including veterinary aspects) as it relates to food safety and taking into account a 
risk-based ‘production to consumption’ approach. 

With regard to strategies and mechanisms to integrate and implement food safety activities and 
develop good animal production practices, the OIE and the CAC work in close collaboration and 
with the support of the specialised services in FAO and WHO2. 

The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety has developed a work programme to 
enhance the effectiveness of Veterinary Services3 in improving food safety at both the international 
and national levels. The Working Group will advise the Director General on implementation of the 
OIE strategy regarding4: 

a) considering all food-borne hazards arising from animals according to global food safety 
priorities; 

                                                           

1  Production could be interpreted in such a broad manner as to cover food producing animals, feed, fertilisers, pesticides, 
veterinary drugs and any input of plant or animal origin, etc. If relevant for specific applications of traceability/product 
tracing to food. 

2  A tripartite FAO/WHO/OIE mechanism has been established for improved cooperation between the three organisations. 
3  For the purposes of this paper, ‘Veterinary Services’ is an Official Inspection System as defined in the CAC Guidelines for 

the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems. In 
OIE, “Veterinary Services” means the Veterinary Administration, all the Veterinary Authorities, and all persons authorised, 
registered or licensed by the Veterinary statutory body. 

4  Report of the meeting of the OIE ad hoc Group on Food Safety. Paris, 18-19 April 2002. 
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b) reviewing OIE outputs to ensure animal production food safety is integrated in OIE Specialist 
Commissions and ad hoc Group activities; 

c) fully contributing to food standards development by CAC. 

This paper proposes an approach on the inter-related roles and functionality of Veterinary Services in 
the outputs of OIE and CAC.  

2. Elements of the contemporary food safety environment 

2.1 Risk analysis 

The emergence of risk-based approaches in elaboration of international standards has been 
highly influenced by the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on the Application of 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement). A primary tenet of this Agreement is 
that “Members shall ensure that their sanitary and phytosanitary measures are based on an 
assessment, as appropriate to the circumstances, of the risks to human, animal, or plant life or 
health, taking into account risk assessment techniques developed by the relevant international 
organisations”. 

In developing the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code, OIE focuses on standards for specified 
hazards of biological origin. In contrast, CAC has primarily addressed biological hazards in food 
by developing general hygiene provisions e.g. codes of practice for different food commodities, 
as well as addressing chemical hazards by establishing maximum limits and codes of practice 
for the reduction of levels of chemical hazards. 

Risk analysis offers new opportunities to OIE and CAC in the elaboration of optimal sanitary 
measures, either as international standards or as technical advice to national governments. In the 
case of food safety, improvements must be brought about in the face of ever-changing patterns 
of primary production, processing technology and consumer behaviour. 

The application of a generic risk management framework is increasingly being recognised as a 
cross-sectoral means of bringing about a reduction in risks to human and animal health5 (see 
below). 

2.2 Assessment and management of hazards and risks 

Consideration of all food-borne hazards and their significance in terms of risks to human health 
is an essential food safety activity and a core component of HACCP. Most food-borne hazards 
of animal origin will be either intrinsic to the live animal (as a result of production or 
environmental factors) or introduced during handling and processing of the product.  

Food safety hazards arising from animals can be grouped into several categories e.g. zoonoses 
resulting from clinical disease in animals, zoonoses resulting from asymptomatic infections in 
animals, and chemical sources. 

Hazards can also be introduced into the food chain from environmental sources, and can 
obviously result from occupational exposure. As some food-borne risks may occur 
independently of the consumption of animal products e.g. contamination via irrigation of 
vegetables with animal-derived pathogens, these pathways also need to be considered in terms 
of prevention and control.   

At the same time, hazards of animal health significance that can be detected in animal 
populations need to be identified and managed. 

                                                           

5  Risk Analysis in Biosecurity for Food and Agriculture by S. C. Hathaway. In: Report of an Expert Consultation on 
Biosecurity in Food and Agriculture. FAO, Rome 10-13 September 2002. 
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Management of all these hazards by Veterinary Services needs to be carried out in a way which 
optimises the use of available resources. 

2.3 ‘Production-to-consumption’ approach 

Currently, Codex General Principles of Food Hygiene and other Codex codes of practice 
relevant to food of animal origin constitute one expression of a ‘production-to-consumption’ 
approach to food control. However, for the most part, they only include general references to 
primary production at the farm level. 

The Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat (CAC/RCP 58-2005) identifies a number of generic 
segments in the food chain and these could be used as a partial template in the elaboration of 
standards for veterinary6 involvement in meat hygiene activities throughout the food chain. It 
should be noted that many aspects of meat hygiene require iterative loops between different 
segments in the food chain for optimal risk management. Effective functioning of good hygienic 
practice (GHP) and HACCP is reliant on such information exchange.  

Several other OIE and Codex standards can be utilised to describe veterinary involvement in 
food safety throughout the food chain e.g. Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification (CAC/GL 20 - 1995), Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding (CAC/RCP 54-
2004). A range of stakeholders may be involved in the implementation of food safety controls 
e.g. regulatory authorities, industry and the public, and measures that are decided may not 
necessarily be mandatory regulatory controls e.g. consumer education in safe food handling 
practices. 

There should be an integrated approach to the design and implementation of regulatory systems 
covering the ‘production-to-consumption’ continuum. This approach should include: 

a) monitoring and surveillance at the farm level, including consideration of data from non-
regulatory sources, and monitoring at other steps in the food chain, including meat 
inspection; 

b) monitoring and risk management of the use of veterinary drugs, including antimicrobial 
resistance;  

c) exchange of monitoring information with all interested parties;  

d) animal identification systems and traceability of animal products; 

e) utilisation of diagnostic tests; 

f) assessment / recognition of the competence of food safety authorities in exporting 
countries; 

g) certification and official assurances; 

h) emergency response capability; 

i) integrated database management, epidemiological investigations and predictive 
microbiology; 

j) potential effects on food safety of the transport of live animals. 

                                                           

6  The same principles that apply to Veterinary Services should also apply in countries where the responsibility for establishing 
or applying animal health measures is exercised by an organisation other than the Veterinary Services or by an authority or 
agency on behalf of the Veterinary Services. (See Article 1.3.3.1 of the Terrestrial Code.) 



CAC/29 INF/4  7 

2.4 Risk assessment and risk management  

Food-borne hazards to human health 

At present, there is room for significant improvement in many aspects of food safety, especially 
in the areas of ante- and post-mortem inspection and microbiological process control. Measures 
should be tailor-made to the range and prevalence of hazards in the particular animal population, 
focused on the most significant risks to human health, and focused at those steps in the 
‘production-to-consumption’ continuum where they have the highest likelihood of reducing 
food-borne risks. 

Other aspects include: 

a) performance-based inspection for process control; 

b) establishing decision criteria for the outcome of risk reductions; 

c) risk-based surveillance of live animals and monitoring of animal products throughout the 
food chain; 

d) effective information exchange and risk communication between all interested parties. 

Animal health hazards 

In determining the role and functionality of Veterinary Services in food safety throughout the 
‘production-to-consumption’ continuum, hazards of animal health significance that can be 
detected in animal populations must first be identified, the risks assessed and properly managed, 
so as to optimise use of the available resources of Veterinary Services.  

Veterinarians involved in food safety can also make a significant contribution to achieving 
animal health goals through application of animal health measures, and the extent to which 
animal health risk management functions should be carried out by veterinarians involved in food 
safety should be fully assessed, in order to maximise benefits to both sectors. 

2.5 Food suitability 

Beyond the assessment and management of food safety risks, assuring food suitability is a 
component of food hygiene. 

CAC describes food hygiene as all conditions and measures necessary to ensure the safety and 
suitability of food at all stages of the food chain, and suitability as the assurance that food is 
acceptable for human consumption according to its intended use. As a result, the detection and 
removal of abnormalities in animal products that are not of public health significance or should 
be integral part of food safety programmes. Other aspects of suitability relating to consumer 
expectations include certification requirements e.g. Codex General Guidelines for Use of the 
Term ‘Halal’ (CAC/GL 24-1997). 

2.6 Functionality  

Effective food safety requires a high level of interaction and risk communication with many 
interested parties. Veterinarians, and other health professionals, may be called on to play a major 
role in these processes, especially in respect of the interface between different Veterinary 
Services and other government agencies that may be involved in food safety.  

Further, food safety regulatory reform in a number of countries is changing the traditional roles 
of such parties. In an increasing number of countries, industry now has the primary 
responsibility for implementing food safety measures, and regulatory authorities are increasingly 
moving towards verification and audit roles. This provides new opportunities and 
responsibilities for veterinarians.  
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2.7 Animal welfare 

Although animal welfare is beyond the mandate of CAC, it is a part of the OIE’s mandate and 
international standards on this issue are included in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code.  

2.8 Multidisciplinary framework 

“Effective food control requires multidisciplinary scientific and technical inputs. Further, 
utilising risk assessment in a contemporary food safety environment is a multidisciplinary 
responsibility”7.  

Any standard resulting from OIE/CAC cooperation will benefit from multidisciplinary inputs to 
food safety. 

3. Standards 

OIE has identified that co-operation with CAC will enhance the scope and scientific quality of 
international standards, guidelines and related texts, especially in regard to food safety measures 
applicable at the farm level8. 

According to its Statutes, CAC should “promote coordination of all food standards work undertaken 
by intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations” (Article 1[b]). Objective 3 of the CAC 
Strategic Framework recognises that CAC needed to interact closely with OIE. 

The cooperation between the CAC and the OIE currently include: 

a) cooperation9 through mutual exchange of information and participation in meetings; 

b) the use of a common text in the elaboration of a standard and harmonisation of definition; 

c) cross-referencing to the other organisation’s standards; 

d) the construction of complementary texts taking into account the existing standards. 

4. Development of an OIE document on Veterinary Services’ involvement in food safety activities  

Building on its cooperation with the CAC, the OIE proposes to develop a document on the roles and 
functionality of Veterinary Services in food safety. This document should cover the involvement of 
Veterinary Services in food safety activities which encompass food safety and suitability and 
zoonoses. Activities in these areas will variably contribute to ‘reducing food-borne risks to human 
health by preventing, eliminating or controlling hazards arising from animals prior to primary 
processing of animals and animal products’10. Further, the document should cover veterinary 
competence in other aspects of food safety risk management e.g. public health policy, integrated 
design of surveillance systems for chemical hazards, certification and risk communication. 

In addition, functionality aspects of Veterinary Services must be considered in respect of animal 
health activities that have no bearing on food safety or suitability.  

4.1 Format 

The suggested format for elaboration of the OIE document is: 

a) Overarching principles for the involvement of Veterinary Services and other veterinary 
activities in food safety 

                                                           

7  Future Trends in Veterinary Public Health. Report of a WHO Study Group. WHO, Geneva 2002. 
8  Resolution No. XV. 70th General Session of the OIE, 2003. 
9  FAO, WHO and OIE also cooperate in providing expert advice on the basis of which international standards are developed 

both in the CAC and in the OIE. 
10  Report of the Meeting of the OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety. Paris, 18-20 November 2002. 
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b) A ‘code of practice’ format that progresses through a ‘production-to-consumption’ 
approach to food safety 

c) Subsections that develop principles and guidelines according to the particular segment of 
the food chain 

d) Specific linkages to other OIE and Codex texts describing detailed aspects of possible 
veterinary inputs e.g. on antimicrobial resistance, animal feeding. 

4.2 Criteria 

Suggested criteria for elaboration of the OIE document are: 

a) Consideration of food-borne risks to human health as a result of hazards arising from 
animals prior to primary processing of animals and animal products 

b) Inclusion of animal health and welfare functions (including epidemiological surveillance) 
that may be carried out by veterinarians whose primary focus is food safety 

c) Representation of a ‘production-to-consumption’ approach to food safety 

d) Reflection on effective use of Veterinary Services and other competent authorities 

e) Utilisation of risk assessment wherever possible and practical 

f) Inclusion of HACCP where appropriate 

g) Inclusion of food suitability11 as well as food safety 

h) Identification of the contributions of public and private sector veterinarians, and para-
professionals. 

Many of the above criteria are ‘horizontal’ in nature will need to be applied at each segment of 
the ‘production-to-consumption’ continuum, with a description of iterative loops to veterinary 
inputs at other segments. 

4.3 Ad hoc Groups 

The Working Group is proposing that several ad hoc Groups be formed to draft different 
modules for the OIE document. Each ad hoc Group should apply a generic framework for 
managing food-borne risks to consumers and describe veterinary inputs. 

Each ad hoc Group should consider modular and ‘horizontal’ aspects of: 

a) regulatory frameworks and responsibilities; 

b) veterinary activities relating to food safety and suitability, zoonoses and animal health, and 
welfare; 

c) the relative contributions of public and private sector veterinarians, and para-professionals, 
and other stakeholders; 

                                                           

11  Food suitability is described by CAC ‘as assurance that food is acceptable for human consumption according to its intended 
use’. 
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d) the functionality of sharing veterinary competence to meet public health and animal health 
goals.  

The Working Group proposes that ad hoc Groups be set up to address specific issues: 

Scope, terms of reference and membership for the ad hoc Groups will be developed by the 
Working Group as appropriate. 
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Annex 

Generic framework for managing public and animal health risks 

To the greatest extent possible and practicable, design and implementation of sanitary measures should be 
based on application of four components of a generic framework:  

Preliminary activities by the risk manager  

Following identification of a public health or animal health issue by the risk manager, this initial 
process may include establishment of a risk profile to place the issue within a particular context, 
and provide as much information as possible to guide further action. The risk manager may 
commission a detailed risk assessment as an independent scientific process to inform decision-
making, and if so, risk assessment policy should be established12. Once a risk assessment has been 
received, the last step in preliminary risk management activities is to consider the results for 
completeness and appropriateness.   

Evaluation of risk management options 

This is the process whereby potential risk management options are identified, and then selected 
according to appropriate decision-making criteria. It will usually involve balancing expectations in 
light of scientific information on risks and available measures. “Optimisation” of selected measures 
in terms of their efficiency, technological feasibility and practicality is an important goal. 

Implementation of measures 

Implementation of public or animal health measures will usually involve regulatory requirements, 
with a particular focus on HACCP. Flexibility in choice of individual measures applied by industry 
is a desirable element, as long as the overall programme can be objectively shown to achieve stated 
goals. On-going verification of sanitary measures by the competent authority is an essential action. 

Monitoring and review of appropriateness of options chosen  

This is the gathering and analysing of public and animal health data. Monitoring (which includes 
surveillance) should identify new problems as they emerge. Where there is evidence that required 
public and animal goals are not being achieved, redesign of measures will be needed.  

 

 

                                                           

12  Risk assessment policy refers to the documented guidelines (provided by the risk manager) for policy choices and scientific 
value judgements that may be necessary at specific points in the risk assessment. 
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Appendix II 

List of Official OIE Delegates 

 
AFGHANISTAN  

Dr Azizullah Osmani  
General President of Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry and Food  
Jamal Mina - Kabul  

ALBANIA  
Dr Lefter Klimi  
Director of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 
Consumer Protection  
Skanderbeg Square 2  
Tirana  

ALGERIA  
Dr Rachid Bouguedour  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Agriculture  
et du Développement Rural  
12, bd Colonel Amirouche  
16000 Alger  

ANDORRA  
Dr Francesc Alay Ferrer  
Chef des Services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de 
l'Environnement  
Département de l'Agriculture  
62-64, Prat de la Creu  
Andorra la Vella  

ANGOLA  
Dr Filipe Vissesse  
Directeur Général des Services 
Vétérinaires  
Ministério da Agricultura e do  
Desenvolvimento Rural  
Rua Comandante Gika - Largo dos 
Ministerios  
C.P. 527  
1257 Luanda  

ARGENTINA  
Dr Jorge Nestor Amaya  
Presidente  
SENASA  
Av. Paseo Colón 367 - 9º piso  
1063 Buenos Aires  

ARMENIA  
Dr Grisha Baghiyan  
Head, State Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
12, Erebuni Str  
375010 Erevan  

AUSTRALIA  
Dr J. Gardner Murray  
President of the OIE Regional 
Commission  
for Asia, the Far East and Oceania  
Chief Veterinary Officer/Special 
Adviser  
Australian Government 
Department of  
Agriculture, Fisheries  
and Forestry (AFFA)  
GPO BOX 858  
Canberra ACT 2601  

AUSTRIA  
Dr Ulrich Herzog  
Bundesministerium für Gesundheit 
und Frauen  
Magister  
Radetzkystrasse 2  
A - 1031 Wien  

AZERBAIJAN  
Dr Ismayil Hasanov Murshud  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Head, State Veterinary Service  
ul. Nadjaf Narimanov 7a  
Baku AZ 1106  

BAHRAIN  
Dr Salman Abdul Nabi  
Director of Animal Wealth 
Directorate  
Ministry of Municipality Affairs 
and Agriculture  
PO Box 251  
Manama  

BANGLADESH  
Dr Salehuddin Mahmud  
Director General of Livestock 
Services  
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock  
Poshusampad Bhawan  
Krishi Khamar Sarak  
Dhaka-1215  

BARBADOS  
Dr Mark O. Trotman  
Senior Veterinary Officer  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
and Rural Development  
The Pine  
St. Michael  
Bridgetown  

BELARUS  
Dr Aleksandr Makarovitch 
Aksionov  
Head of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
15 Kirov Street  
220050 Minsk  

BELGIUM  
Dr Luc Lengele  
Conseiller Général  
Chef des services vétérinaires  
Service Public Fédéral Santé 
Publique  
Sécurité de la Chaîne Alimentaire 
et Environnement  
Service Politique Sanitaire 
Animaux et Végétaux  
Eurostation II - 7ème étage  
Place Victor Horta 40 bte 10  
B - 1060 Bruxelles  

BELIZE  
Dr Victor Gongora  
BAHA  
Director Animal Health  
Central Farm, Cayo District  

BENIN  
Dr Guillaume Hounsou-Ve  
Directeur de l'élevage  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de 
l'élevage  
et de la pêche  
BP 2041  
Cotonou  

BHUTAN  
Dr Tenzin Dhendup  
Director  
Department of Livestock  
Ministry of Agriculture  
PO Box # 113  
Thimphu  

BOLIVIA  
Dr. Ernesto Salas García  
Director Nacional de Sanidad 
Animal  
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad 
Agropecuaria  
e Inocuidad Alimentaria 
SENASAG  
Avenida José Natush S/N  
Esquina Laureano Villar García  
Trinidad - Beni  
Beni  

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  
Dr. Jozo Bagaric  
Director  
State Veterinary Administration  
of Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Trampina 12/VII  
71000 Sarajevo  

BOTSWANA  
Dr Musa Fanikiso  
Director  
Department of Animal Health  
and Production  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Private Bag 0032  
Gaborone  

BRAZIL  
Dr Jorge Caetano Júnior  
Diretore do Dept. de Defesa 
Animal  
Secretaria de Defesa Agropecuaria  
Ministério da Agricultura e do 
Abastecimento  
Espl. dos Ministérios Bloco D  
Anexo A - 3° andar  
70043.900 Brasilia DF  

BRUNEI  
Dr Yussof Mohiddin  
Director of Agriculture  
Department of Agriculture  
Ministry of Industry and Primary 
Resources  
Bandar Seri Begawan BB3510  
Negara Brunei Darussalam  
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BULGARIA  
Prof. Dr Nikola T. Belev  
Président de la Commission 
régionale  
de l'OIE pour l'Europe  
Délégué auprès de l'OIE  
Coordonnateur régional de l'OIE 
pour l'Europe de l'Est  
Bld Wasil Lewski 110  
1527 Sofia  

BURKINA FASO  
Dr Mamadou Pare  
Directeur général des services 
vétérinaires  
Ministère des ressources animales  
03 BP 7026  
Ouagadougou 03  

BURUNDI  
Dr Patrice Biyanke  
Directeur Général de l'Elévage  
Direction Generale de l'Elevage  
BP 161 Gitega  

CAMBODIA  
Dr Sen Sovann  
Deputy Director  
Department of Animal Health and 
Production  
N 74, Monivong Blvd, SangKat 
Sras Chork  
Khan Doun Penh  
Phnom Penh-3  

CAMEROON  
Dr Hamadou Saïdou  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'élevage, des pêches  
et des industries animales  
Yaoundé  

CANADA  
Dr Brian R. Evans  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Canadian Food Inspection Agency  
59 Camelot Drive  
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0Y9  

CENTRAL AFRICAN REP.  
Dr Raphaël Ngaye Yankoisset  
Directeur général  
Agence nationale  
de développement de l'élevage  
Ministère de la promotion du 
monde rural  
Rue de l'Aéroport  
B.P. 1509  
Bangui  

CHAD  
Dr Adam Hassan Yacoub  
Directeur  
Services Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'élevage  
BP 750  
N'Djamena  

CHILE  
Dr Hernan Rojas Olavarria  
Director  
Departamento de Protección 
Pecuaria  
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero  
Ministerio de Agricultura  
Avenida Bulnes 140, 7 piso  
Casilla 4088  
Santiago  

CHINA (PEOPLE'S REP. OF)  
Dr Jia Youling  
Director General  
Veterinary Bureau  
Ministry of Agriculture  
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli  
100026 Beijing  

COLOMBIA  
Dr Juan Alcides Santaella 
Gutierrez  
Gerente General  
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario 
(ICA)  
Ministerio de Agricultura y 
Desarrollo Rural  
Calle 37 No. 8-43 Piso 4 y 5  
Apartado Aéreo 7984 y 1511123  
El Dorado  
Santafé de Bogotá  

COMOROS  
Dr Abdourahim Faharoudine  
Chef  
Service santé publique vétérinaire  
Ministère de la production et de 
l'environnement  
B.P. 774  
Moroni  

CONGO  
Dr Léon Tati  
Docteur vétérinaire  
Direction de l'élevage  
Ministère de l'agriculture, et de 
l'élevage  
1942, rue N'ko, Plateau de 15 ans  
BP 83 (centre-ville)/BP 2453 
(centre-ville)  
Brazzaville  

CONGO (DEM. REP. OF THE)  
Dr Mabela N'Lemba  
Directeur chef de service de la 
production et  
de la santé animales (DPSA)  
Croisement Boulevard du 30 juin 
Avenue Batetela  
Kinshasa/Gombe B.P. 8722  
Kinshasa 1  

COSTA RICA  
Dr José Joaquin Oreamuno Toledo  
Director  
Dirección de Salud Animal  
Ministerio de Agricultura y 
Ganadería  
Del cementerio de Jardines del 
Recuerdo 1km1/2 al Oeste  
De la entrada de Ciencias del 
Deporte 300m al Norte.  
Cenada. Apdo. 3-3006  
Heredía  

CÔTE D'IVOIRE  
Dr Denis Kouakou  
Directeur des Services Vétérinaires 
et de la Qualité  
Ministère de la Production Animale 
et  
des Ressources Halieutiques  
Cité administrative, Tour B, 2e 
étage  
B.P. V 84  
Abidjan  

CROATIA  
Dr Mate Brstilo  
Assistant to Minister - Director  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry  
Veterinary Directorate  
Ulica grada Vukovara 78  
10000 Zagreb  

CUBA  
Dr Emerio F. Serrano Ramírez  
Director General  
Instituto de Medicina Veterinaria  
Ministerio de la Agricultura  
Calle 12 nº 355, entre 15 y 17  
El Vedado  
Zona postal 10400  
Ciudad de La Habana  

CYPRUS  
Dr Giorgos Neophytou  
Director  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural  
Resources and Environment  
Athalassa  
1417 Nicosia  

CZECH REPUBLIC  
Dr Josef Vitásek  
Director of Department for  
Protection of Health and Animal 
Welfare  
State Veterinary Administration  
Slezska 7  
Prague 2, CZ-120 00  

DENMARK  
Dr Preben Willeberg  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Danish Veterinary and Food 
Administration  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries  
Morkhoj Bygade 19  
DK-2860 Soborg  

DJIBOUTI  
Dr Moussa Ibrahim Cheick  
Directeur de l'Agriculture, de 
l'Elevage et des Services 
Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de 
l'élevage et de la mer  
B.P. 297  
Boulaos  

DOMINICAN (REP.)  
Dr Roberto Pou Howley  
Departamento de Sanidad Animal  
Dirección General de Ganadería  
Secretaría de Estado de Agricultura  
Ciudad Ganadera  
Autopista 30 de Mayo  
Santo Domingo, D.N.  

ECUADOR  
Dr Gustavo F. Miño Verdesoto  
Serv. Ecuatoriano de Sanidad 
Agropecuaria  
Ministerio de Agricultura y 
Ganadería  
División de Vigilancia 
Epidemiólogica  
y Emergencia Zoosanitarias  
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Piso 
9  
Quito  
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EGYPT  
Prof. Dr Ahmed Tawfik Mohamed  
GOVS  
Chairman of the General 
Oraganisation  
of Veterinary Services (GOVS)  
Ministry of Agriculture  
1st Nadi El Seid Steet  
Dokki Giza  
12618 - Cairo  

EL SALVADOR  
Dr José David Bolaños Mendez  
Jefe de Division de Sanidad 
Animal  
Dirección General  
de Sanidad Vegetal y Animal  
Ministerio de Agricultura y 
Ganadería  
Apartado Postal 554  
Cantón El Matazano  
Soyapango, San Salvador  

EQUATORIAL GUINEA  
Dr Gabriel Martín Esono Mdong 
Micha  
Director General  
Servicios Veterinarios  
Coordinador Nacional des PESA  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y 
Ganadería  
Apartado 1041  
Malabo  

ERITREA  
Dr Ghebrehiwet Teame Mahru  
Director  
Technical Services  
Ministry of Agriculture APOD  
Animal Resources Department  
P.O. 1048  
4114 Private  
Asmara  

ESTONIA  
Dr Ago Pärtel  
Director General  
Veterinary and Food Board  
Väike-Paala street 3  
EE-0014 Tallinn  

ETHIOPIA  
Dr Sileshi Zewdie  
Head of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
and  
Fisheries Resources  
Development and Regulatory 
Department  
PO Box 62347  
Addis Ababa  

FINLAND  
Dr Riitta Heinonen  
Deputy Director General  
Veterinary and Food Department  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry  
Kluuvikatu 4 A  
PO Box 30  
FIN-00023 Government  
Helsinki  

FORMER YUG. REP. OF 
MACEDONIA  

Dr Sloboden Cokrevski  
Director of Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry  
and Water Economy  
Leninova Street, 2  
1000 Skopje  

FRANCE  
Dr Monique Eloit  
Directrice générale adjointe  
Direction générale de l'alimentation  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de 
l'alimentation, de la pêche et de la 
ruralité  
251, rue de Vaugirard  
75732 Paris Cedex 15  

GABON  
Ing. Yolande Mounguengui  
Ingénieur Agro-zootechniciens  
Directrice de l'Elevage et  
des Industries Animales  
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de 
l'Elevage  
et du Développement Rural  
BP 136  
Libreville  

GAMBIA  
Dr Eunice Forster  
Principal Veterinary Officer  
Department of Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Abuko  

GEORGIA  
Dr Levan Ramishvili  
Advisor of the Minister of 
Agriculture  
Ministry of Agriculture  
41, Kostava Str.  
0123 Tbilisi  

GERMANY  
Prof Dr Werner Zwingmann  
Ministerial Dirigent  
Bundesministerium für Ernährung, 
Landwirtschaft  
und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV)  
Rochustrasse 1  
D-53123 Bonn  

GHANA  
Dr Mensah Agyen-Frempong  
Acting Director  
Veterinary Services Department  
Ministry of Food and Agriculture  
PO Box M 161  
Accra  

GREECE  
Dr Spiros Doudounakis  
Head of Unit of the  
Infectious Diseases Department  
Directorate General of Veterinary 
Services  
Ministry of Rural Development and 
Food  
2 Acharnon St  
10176 Athens  

GUATEMALA  
Dr Miguel Angel Azañón Robles  
Director de Salud Animal, Unidad  
de Normas y Regulaciones  
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
Ganadería y Alimentación  
MAGA  
7a. Avenida 12-90, Zona 13  
Edificio Anexo Monja Blanca  
Guatemala, C.A.  

GUINEA  
Dr Daouda Bangoura  
Chef de Division Appui au 
Développement  
Direction nationale de l'élevage  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de 
l'élevage et de la forêt  
B.P. 559  
Conakry  

GUINEA BISSAU  
Dr Bernardo Cassamá  
Coordenador Nacional du PACE-
Guinée Bissau  
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária  
Ministério da Agricultura, 
Florestas, Caça e Pecuária  
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária  
C.P. 26  
Bissau  

GUYANA  
Dr Elias Kenrick  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Fisheries, Crops and 
Livestock  
Regent and Vlissengen Roads  
P.O. BOX 1001  
Georgetown  

HAITI  
Dr Max Millien  
Directeur  
Direction de la Santé Animale  
Ministère de l'agriculture, des 
ressources  
naturelles et du développement 
rural  
Route Nationale No 1  
Damien - BP 1441  
Port-au-Prince  

HONDURAS  
Dr José Lizardo Reyes Puerto  
Director General  
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad 
Agropecuaria  
Secretaría de Agricultura y 
Ganadería  
Boulevard Miraflores, Avda FAO  
Apdo. Postal 309  
Tegucigalpa, D.C.  

HUNGARY  
Dr Tibor Balint  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture  
and Regional Development  
Animal Health and Food Control  
Kossuth Lajos ter 11  
PO Box 1  
H-1860 Budapest 55  

ICELAND  
Dr Halldór Runólfsson  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Sölvhólsgötu 7  
150 Reykjavík  

INDIA  
Mr P.M.A. Hakeem  
Secretary to the Government of 
India  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Department of Animal Husbandry  
and Dairying  
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road  
Room No 231, Krishi Bhavan  
New Delhi 110 001  

INDONESIA  
Dr Mathur Riady  
Director General of Livestock 
Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Building C, 6th Floor  
Jl. Harsono - RM. No. 3 Gedung C  
Pasar Minggu  
Jakarta 12550  
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IRAN  
Dr Hossein Hassani Sayari  
Head of Iran Veterinary 
Organization  
Ministry of Jihad-e-Sazandegi  
Vali - Asr Ave.  
Seyd Jamaledin Asad Abadi St.  
P.O. Box 14155  
6349 Tehran  

IRAQ  
Dr Dawood M. Sharief  
Director General  
Iraqui Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Wazeryia, Baghdad  

IRELAND  
Dr Patrick J. Rogan  
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer  
Department of Agriculture, Food  
and Rural Development  
Kildare Street  
Dublin 2  

ISRAEL  
Dr Moshe Chaimovitz  
Acting Director  
Veterinary Services  
and Animal Health  
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Development  
PO Box 12  
Beit Dagan 50250  

ITALY  
Dr Romano Marabelli  
Délégué auprès de l'OIE  
Head of Department  
Dipartimento per la Sanità Pubblica 
Veterinaria,  
la Nutrizione e la Sicurezza degli 
Alimenti  
Ministero della Salute  
Piazza Marconi, 25  
00144 Roma - EUR  

JAMAICA  
Dr Headley G. Edwards  
Director Veterinary Services 
Division  
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 309  
193 Old Hope Road  
Kingston 6  

JAPAN  
Dr Hirofumi Kugita  
Director  
Animal Health and Animal 
Products Safety Division  
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs 
Bureau  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry  
and Fisheries  
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki  
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950  

JORDAN  
Dr Fares Bakhit Naser  
Acting Director  
Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 2395  
11118 Amman  

KAZAKHSTAN  
Dr Assilbek Aoubekerovich 
Kojumratov  
Director  
Department of Veterinary 
Supervision  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Prospect Abaïa 49  
473000 Astana  

KENYA  
Dr Joseph Omachi Musaa  
Director of Veterinary Services  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development  
Veterinary Research Laboratory  
P.O. Kabete, Nairobi  

KOREA (DEM. PEOPLE'S REP. OF)  
Dr Ri Kyong Gun  
Director of the veterinary and  
Anti-Epizootic Department  
Minstry of Agriculture  
Jungsong-Dong,Sungri Street  
Central District, Pyongyang  

KOREA (REP. OF)  
Dr Chang-Seob Kim  
Director, Animal Health Division  
Livestock Bureau  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry (MAF)  
#1, Joogang-Dong, Gwacheon City  
Gyeonggi Province  
Seoul  

KUWAIT  
Eng. Jassim M. H. Al Bader  
Chairman and Director General  
The Public Authority for 
Agriculture  
Affairs and Fish Resources  
PO Box 21422  
13075 Safat  

KYRGYZSTAN  
Dr Talantbek Uzakbaev  
Director General  
State Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Budennaja St, 247  
720021 Bishkek  

LAOS  
M. Singkham Phonvisay  
Directeur général  
Département de l'élevage et  
des pêches  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
et des forêts  
PO Box 811  
Vientiane  

LATVIA  
Dr Vinets Veldre  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
General Director of Food and 
Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Republikas Square 2  
Riga LV-1010  

LEBANON  
Dr Mansour Kassab  
Directeur  
des ressources animales  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
Bir Hassan  
Beyrouth  

LESOTHO  
Dr Marosi Molomo  
Director of Livestock Services  
Department of Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security  
PO Box A 82  
Maseru 100  

LIBYA  
Dr Giuma Elaerf Mohamed El Hafi  
National Center of  
Animal Health and Breeding 
Improvement  
PO Box 83252  
Tripoli  

LITHUANIA  
Dr Kazimieras Lukauskas  
Director of the State Food and 
Veterinary Service  
Délégué auprès de l'OIE  
Siesiku g. 19,  
LT-07170 Vilnius 10  

LUXEMBOURG  
Dr Arthur Besch  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de la 
viticulture  
et du développement rural  
93, rue d'Anvers - BP 1403  
1014 Luxembourg  

MADAGASCAR  
Dr Raymond  
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de 
l'Elevage et de la Pêche  
Directeur de la Santé Animale et du 
Phytosanitaire  
BP 530  
Antananarivo 101  

MALAWI  
Dr Danny Oswald Chinombo  
Deputy Director  
Department of Animal Health and 
Livestock Development  
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 2096  
Lilongwe  

MALAYSIA  
Dato' Dr Hawari Bin Hussein  
Director General  
Departement of Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
9th Floor, Wisma Chase Perdana  
Off Jalan Semantan, Bukit Dama  
50630 Kuala Lumpur  

MALI  
Dr Mamadou Kane  
Directeur National des Services 
Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Elevage et de la 
Pêche  
BP E/281  
Bamako  

MALTA  
Dr Carmel Lino Vella  
Director  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Albertown  
Barriera Wharf  
Marsa  
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MAURITANIA  
Dr Mokhtar Fall  
Directeur de l'Elevage et de 
l'Agriculture  
Direction de l'Elevage  
Ministère du développement  
rural et de l'environnement  
BP 175 / BP 2750  
Nouakchott  

MAURITIUS  
Dr I. L. Prayag  
Principal Veterinary Officer  
Division of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Food 
Technology  
and Natural Resources  
Reduit  

MEXICO  
Dr Jose Angel Del Valle Molina  
Director General de Salud Animal  
Secretaría de Agricultura,  
Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural,  
Pesca y Alimentación  
Calle Recreo Nº 14 - 11º piso  
Colonia Actipan del Valle  
03230 México D.F.  

MOLDAVIA  
Dr Dumitru Constantinovitch 
Erhan  
Chef du Dépatement de la 
Médecine vétérinaire  
Ministère d'agriculture et de 
l'industrie alimentaire  
Boulvd. Shtefan cel Mare, 162  
Chisinau MD-2012  

MONGOLIA  
Dr Doloonjin Orgil  
Director  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Food and Agriculture  
Enkhtaivan Avenue 16a  
Government Building#9  
Ulaanbaatar 49  
Enkh-Taivan 16  

MOROCCO  
Dr Hamid Benazzou  
Chef de la Division de la santé 
animale  
Ministère de l'agriculture,  
du développement rural et des  
eaux et forêts  
BP 607 Quartier administratif  
Rabat - Chellah  

MOZAMBIQUE  
Dr Adolfo Paulo Mavale  
DINAP  
National Directorate of Livestock  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development  
Praça dos Heróis Moçambicanos  
CP 1406  
Maputo  

MYANMAR  
Dr U. Maung Maung Nyunt  
Director General  
Livestock Breeding and  
Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries  
Insein, Yangon  

NAMIBIA  
Dr O. J. B. Huebschle  
Acting Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Water  
and Rural Development  
Private Bag 12022  
Government Park  
Luther Street  
Windhoek 9000  

NEPAL  
Dr Dhan Raj Ratala  
Program Director of Animal Health  
Directorate of Animal Health  
Tripureshwor  
Kathmandu  

NETHERLANDS  
Dr Peter W. de Leeuw  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature 
Management  
and Fisheries  
Bezuidenhoutseweg 73  
P.. Box 20401  
2500 EK The Hague  

NEW CALEDONIA  
Dr Christian Desoutter  
Directeur des affaires vétérinaires,  
alimentaires et rurales  
209, rue A. Bénébig, Ht.-Magenta, 
B.P. 256  
98845 Nouméa cedex  

NEW ZEALAND  
Dr Barry O'Neil  
Vice-President of the OIE 
International Committee  
Group Director  
Biosecurity Authority  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry  
ASB Bank House  
101-103 The Terrace  
PO Box 2526  
Wellington  

NICARAGUA  
Dr Roberto Antonio Dangla Lira  
Director de Salud Animal  
Dirección General de Protección  
y Sanidad Agropecuaria  
Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal  
Km 3 ½ Carretera a Masaya  
Contiguo al Gaucho  
Managua  

NIGER  
Dr Seini Aboubacar  
Directeur  
de la santé animale  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
et de l'élevage  
B.P. 12091  
Niamey  

NIGERIA  
Dr Junaidu A. Maina  
Acting Director  
Department of Livestock and Pest 
Control Services  
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Development  
PMB 135, Area 11, Garki  
Abuja  

NORWAY  
Dr Keren Bar-Yaacov  
Director, Chief Veterinary Officer  
The Norwegian Food Safety 
Authority  
P.O. Box 383  
N-2381 Brumunddal  

OMAN  
Dr Rashid M.S. Al Suleimany  
Director  
Department of Animal Health  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries  
PO Box 467  
PC 113 Muscat  

PAKISTAN  
Mr Rafaqat Hussain Raja  
Animal Husbandry Commissioner  
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Livestock  
(Livestock Wing)  
79, Al-Rehman Chamber, Fazal-e 
Haq Road  
Blue Area  
Islamabad  

PANAMA  
Dr Filiberto Frago  
Subdirector Nacional de Salud 
Animal  
Jefe de Epidemiologia  
Ministerio de Desarrollo 
Agropecuario  
Dirección de Salud Animal  
Via Tocumen  
Rio Tapia  

PARAGUAY  
Dr Gerardo José Bogado Ayala  
Viceministro de Ganadería  
Ministerio de Agricultura y 
Ganadería  
Calle Ciencias Veterinarias  
Km 10.5 - San Lorenzo  
Asunción  

PERU  
Dr Oscar M. Domínguez Falcón  
Director General de Sanidad 
Animal  
SENASA  
Ministerio de Agricultura  
Pasaje Francisco de Zela s/n - Piso 
10  
Edificio Ministerio de Trabajo 
Jesús María  
Lima 11  

PHILIPPINES  
Dr Davinio P. Catbagan  
Office of the Director of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Department of Agriculture  
Visayas Avenue, Diliman  
Quezon City 1100  

POLAND  
Dr Krzysztof Jazdzewski  
Acting Chief Veterinary Officer  
General Veterinary Inspectorate  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Economy  
ul. Wspólna 30  
00-930 Warszawa 76  

PORTUGAL  
Dr Carlos Agrela Pinheiro  
Director Geral  
Direcçao-Geral de Veterinária  
Ministério da Agricultura,  
do Desenvolvimento Rural e das 
Pescas  
Largo Academia das Belas Artes, 2  
1249-105 Lisboa  
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QATAR  
Dr Kassem Nasser Al-Qahtani  
Director of Animal Wealth Affairs  
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Agriculture  
Animal Wealth Department  
PO Box 23211  
Doha  

ROMANIA  
Dr Gabriel Predoi  
Directeur général  
Agence Nationale Vétérinaire 
Sanitaire  
MMinistère de l'Agriculture, de 
l'Alimentation et des Forêts  
Bd. Carol I n 24 - Sectorul 3  
Bucuresti cod 70033  

RUSSIA  
Dr Evgueny A. Nepoklonov  
Head, Main Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Orlikov per., 1/11  
107139 MOSCOW  

RWANDA  
Dr Isidore Gafarasi Mapendo  
Directeur de l’Elevage  
Ministère de l’Agriculture, de 
l’Elevage et  
du Développement rural  
PO 621 Kigali  

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE  
Dr Natalina Lima de carvalho Vera 
Cruz  
Directrice de l'Elevage  
Ministère de l'Agriculture  
du Développement rural et de la 
pêche  
Avenida Marginal 12 de Julho  
Caixa Postal 718  
São Tomé  

SAUDI ARABIA  
Dr Abdulghani Y. M. Al Fadhl  
Director General  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Animal and Plant Quarantine 
Department  
11195 Riyadh  

SENEGAL  
Dr Abdoulaye Bouna Niang  
Président du Comité International 
de l'OIE  
Villa No 19 Cité C.F.A.O. Castors  
Dakar  

SERBIA-AND-MONTENEGRO  
Dr Dejan Krnjaic  
Director, Veterinary Center "Velika 
Plana"  
Ministry of Agriculture and Water 
Management  
Nemanjina St. 22-26  
11000 Belgrade  

SIERRA LEONE  
Dr L. Kallon  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Veterinary Service Division  
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Natural Resources  
c/o Ambassade de Sierra Leone  
410 avenue de Tervueren  
1150 Bruxelles  
BELGIQUE  

SINGAPORE  
Dr Chua Sin Bin  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Agri-food and Veterinary 
Authority  
of Singapore  
5 Maxwell Road # 04-00  
Tower Block, MND Complex  
Singapore 069110  

SLOVAKIA  
Prof. Dr Josef Bîres  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
State Veterinary and Food 
Administration  
Botanická Str.17  
842 13 Bratislava  

SLOVENIA  
Dr Simona salamon  
Deputy Director General  
Veterinary Administration  
of the Republic of Slovenia  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Food  
Parmova 53  
1000 Ljubljana  

SOMALIA  
Dr Ahmed Mohamed Hashi  
General Manager  
Somali Livestock Marketing 
Authority (SOLMA)  
Hargeisa  

SOUTH AFRICA  
Dr Bothle Michael Modisane  
Senior Manager Animal Health  
Directorate Animal Health  
Department of Agriculture  
Private Bag X138  
Pretoria, 0001  

SPAIN  
Dr Lucio Ignacio Carbajo Goñi  
Subdirector General  
de Sanidad Animal  
Direccion General de Ganadería  
C/ Alfonso XII, 62  
28014 Madrid  

SRI LANKA  
Dr S.K.R. Amarasekara  
Director General  
Department of Animal Production 
and Health  
P.O. Box 13  
Peradeniya 20400  
Sri Lanka  

SUDAN  
Dr Ahmed Mustafa Hassan  
Undersecretary  
Federal Ministry of Animal 
Resources and Fisheries  
PO Box 293  
Khartoum  

SURINAME  
Dr Edmund F. Rozenblad  
Director of Animal Production and 
Health  
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal 
Husbandry  
and Fisheries  
Abattoirlaan - Beekhuizen  
P.O. Box 1807  
Paramaribo  

SWAZILAND  
Dr Robert S. Thwala  
Director of Veterinary  
and Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives  
PO Box 162  
Mbabane  

SWEDEN  
Dr Leif Denneberg  
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Appendix III 

 

Summary Report of the Fifth Meeting of the OIE Working Group on 
Animal Production Food Safety 

Introduction 

The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety (hereinafter referred to as the Working 
Group) was established in 2002 following a request from OIE’s International Committee to strengthen 
OIE’s activities in the food safety area and further develop collaboration with the CAC. The Working 
Group’s role is to coordinate OIE activities related to animal production food safety and to advise the 
Director-General and the relevant specialist Commissions on issues in this area. The Working Group met 
for the fifth time at the OIE Headquarters on 30 January - 1 February 2006. The following is a summary 
of the main discussions and results from the meeting; the full report can be found on the OIE web page 
and as Appendix XXXVIII to the Report of the meeting of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Standards 
Commission, Paris, 6-10 March 2006. 

The Working Group reviewed the work going on in the OIE and the CAC on matters of common interest 
for both standard setting organisations and welcomed the achievements but recognised the need to further 
improve coordination between the two organisations. 

The Working Group addressed the following main topics: 

Biotechnology  

The Working Group addressed the Resolution XXVIII adopted in 2005 by the International Committee on 
“Applications of Genetic Engineering for Livestock and Biotechnology Products” and the terms of 
reference of the ad hoc group on biotechnology that were drawn up by the Biological Standards 
Commission according to that resolution. The ad hoc group would be working on two main topics in 
relation to biotechnology: on the one hand vaccines and diagnostic tests and on the other on cloning of 
animals. The Working Group discussed the terms of reference in light of the ongoing work in the CAC on 
the use of modern biotechnology and made several recommendations to the OIE and to the Biological 
Standards Commission on the ongoing work.  

Strengthening public health and animal health through responsible use of reliable, safe and effective 
veterinary drugs 

The work of the OIE on Veterinary Critically Important Antimicrobials (VCIA) and the OIE’s 
collaboration with WHO, FAO, CAC and the VICH (the International Cooperation on Harmonisation of 
Technical Requirements for Registration of Veterinary Medicinal Products) were presented to the 
Working Group. The Working Group encouraged the CAC to decide as soon as possible on how it 
intended to cooperate with the OIE in its future work on antimicrobial resistance. The Working Group 
was informed that the WHO had already established a list of critically important antimicrobials for human 
use, as well as criteria for their selection. The Working Group encouraged the OIE to finalise its work on 
a list of VCIA as soon as possible. Once that list is available, OIE should discuss with WHO the 
recommendations both organisations should make on the use of critically important antimicrobials for 
both human and veterinary use. 

Control of hazards of public health and animal health importance through ante- and post-mortem 
meat inspection  

In accordance with the discussion in the fourth meeting, the Secretariat had finalised the document 
“Control of Hazards of Public Health and Animal Health Importance through Ante- and Post-Mortem 
Meat Inspection” and had placed it on the OIE Website as an information document. The Working Group 
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addressed Member Countries’ comments on the proposed Appendix on this subject for inclusion in the 
Terrestrial Code. This document had previously been refined by the Secretariat and subsequently the 
Terrestrial Code Commission had reviewed and amended the document and sent it for comments to OIE 
Member Countries. 

The Working Group recommended that the Terrestrial Code Commission review the use of the terms  
“veterinary services”, “veterinary administration”, “veterinary authority” and “competent authority” in 
the Terrestrial Code for consistency; this should be done in line with the IV Strategic Plan’s direction for 
strengthening cooperation with other competent authorities. In addition, the Working Group made some 
recommendations to the Terrestrial Code Commission. In March these recommendations were addressed 
by the Terrestrial Code Commission when finalising the draft chapter for the Terrestrial Code.  

Role and functionality of veterinary services 

The document “Role and functionality of veterinary services” was redrafted. The Working Group decided 
to change the title of the document to “Cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the 
OIE on food safety throughout the food chain” as this was a better description of the content of the 
document. The Working Group discussed and revised this document and recommended that it not be 
included in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code, but published on the OIE Website and in the OIE 
Bulletin, as well as presented to the CAC for information. A document on the “Role and functionality of 
veterinary services” was now seen as a separate output of this cooperation. 

Guide to good farming practices (GGFP) 

The Guide to Good Farming Practices (GGFP) had been revised, in accordance with the recommendations 
of the previous Working Group meeting. This revised version had been submitted to the September 2005 
meeting of the Terrestrial Code Commission, which noted the work of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) on good agricultural practice and recommended that, with regard to the Working 
Group document, the OIE and the FAO coordinate their work with the aim of the information being 
published by both organisations for the guidance of Member Countries and the public. The Working 
Group supported these views and considered that a contribution from the WHO and the Codex 
Alimentarius Secretariat should be sought to ensure that the public health aspects were appropriately taken 
into account. These guidelines would underpin additional on-farm measures introduced to reduce specific 
animal or public health hazards of concern in Member Countries. 

Animal identification and traceability 

The Working Group reviewed the work done by the OIE ad hoc group on animal identification and 
traceability and addressed Member Countries’ comments received. It acknowledged that traceability is 
important for public health, animal health and other managerial reasons. The Working Group agreed that 
the OIE, in conjunction with the FAO, should prepare a document to assist the practical implementation of 
future OIE standards on animal identification and traceability. The Working Group congratulated the ad 
hoc group for its constructive work and requested it to produce a revised version of Chapter 1.3.7. that 
takes into account the comments received from Member Countries and the Working Group’s views and 
written comments. The ad hoc group met in February and accordingly revised the set of principles and the 
related definitions. The ad hoc group addressed the parallel work going on in Codex and welcomed the 
lack of gaps and contradictions between the OIE and Codex texts. The Terrestrial Code Commission 
endorsed and finalised the draft chapter on animal identification and traceability. 

Bovine brucellosis 

The Working Group had the following comments on the draft revised chapter on bovine brucellosis: the 
term “Competent authority” is more suitable than “veterinary administration” in the articles 2.3.1.10. and 
2.3.1.11 and in these same two articles, the name of the Codex Alimentarius standard for meat should be 
corrected to “Code of hygienic practice for meat”. A comment on Article 2.3.3.11., point 2 was passed on 
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to the Terrestrial Code Commission for consideration. The Working Group noted how these revisions 
were similar to the changes applied the previous year to the bovine tuberculosis chapter and was 
comfortable with the general approach. The Working Group expressed its satisfaction that the animal 
production food safety aspects were addressed in these chapters.  

Animal feeding 

The Working Group was updated on the recent CAC work and ongoing discussions on animal feeding. 
The OIE involvement in this area was also discussed in the light of the respective mandates of the CAC 
and the OIE. The Working Group recognised the need for the OIE to set guidelines to address animal feed 
in order to complement the existing Codex Alimentarius and OIE international standards. The Working 
Group recommended that the OIE set up an ad hoc group on animal feeding and recommended terms of 
reference for such a group. It recommended that the membership of the ad hoc group would be such as to 
ensure complementarity with the CAC work on the topic. 

The role of veterinary services in the reduction of chemical hazards of public and animal health 
significance at the farm level 

The Working Group addressed the issue of the role of veterinary services in the reduction of chemical 
hazards of public and animal health significance at the farm level. It noted the interest of OIE Member 
Countries in this topic and also that the OIE IV Strategic Plan requested the OIE to address this issue. 
After discussing the appropriate format for recommendations on this issue, the Working Group decided 
that this should be addressed in the framework of the GGFP. The Working Group also considered that this 
work should be done with cross referencing to existing Codex Alimentarius standards (notably on 
veterinary drugs).  

Revision of OIE model certificates 

Addressing the Working Group’s recommendation, the OIE had started by comparing the OIE and Codex 
certification systems and submitting its views to the latest Codex Committee on Food Import & Export 
Inspection & Certification Systems meeting. The OIE has also been involved in the work in the Codex 
Committee on Milk and Milk Products, on the Codex Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk 
Products.  

The Working Group considered that the ongoing work in the CAC and the OIE was creating good 
opportunities for cooperation between the two organisations and recommended that it should be continued 
in order to obtain standards that would allow Member Countries to draw up single certificates that cover 
the entire food production chain.  

The Working Group addressed the issue of electronic certification and considered the need for the OIE to 
address it in view of its future developments. For this purpose it believed that a standardised approach 
should be used in referring to the technical requirements of an electronic certification system. The 
Working Group noted that some CAC and other international requirements already referred to the UN-
CEFACT body that globally promotes harmonisation of electronic certification systems for official and 
commercial purposes. 

The Working Group recommended that the OIE continue to coordinate its work with the CAC (and 
especially CCFICS) and maximise cooperation with other interested parties, outlining its proposal for 
combined certificates addressing the entire food chain, when this was possible.  The Working Group 
requested the Director General to set up an ad hoc group that would revise the current OIE work and 
update certification guidelines and model certificates.  
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Salmonellosis 

The Working Group addressed a discussion paper on salmonellosis, taking into account Codex Committee 
on Food Hygiene (CCFH) and WHO work on risk reduction for salmonellosis, initially Salmonella 
enteritidis in eggs and focusing on the draft Code of hygienic practice for eggs and egg products prepared 
by the CCFH. The Working Group considered the draft Code as an important tool for Member Countries 
to ensure safe and suitable eggs and egg products. While the Codex draft Code encompasses the whole 
food chain, the Working Group considered that the provisions contained in the draft Code on flock 
management and animal health could be expanded from the viewpoint of the OIE recommendations for 
controlling and eradicating animal diseases, including zoonoses.  

The Working Group recommended that the Director General of the OIE appoint an ad hoc group to 
develop draft standards on salmonellosis in poultry to complement the ongoing work of the CAC. The 
standards should address methods for the detection of Salmonella spp. in flocks, measures for control and 
eradication, as well as risk mitigation measures for affected commodities.  

Alternatives to formal notification for certain diseases of international significance 

The Working Group was informed that this item was being addressed by several bodies within the OIE. 
The Working Group acknowledged that official notification was an important tool for controlling the 
international spread of diseases, but considered that other risk assessment and risk management 
instruments exist and encouraged the OIE to continue exploring them.   

Work programme 

The Working Group revised its work programme, which for 2006/2007 includes a) horizontal issues 
(animal identification and traceability, certification, antimicrobial resistance, alternative approaches to risk 
management of zoonoses, good farming practices -reduction of chemical hazards- ,guidelines for animal 
feeding), b) disease-specific texts (brucellosis, salmonellosis), c) strengthening relationship between OIE 
and Codex, and d) development of new texts (role and functionality of veterinary services in food safety). 

Modus operandi 

The Working Group considered the results accomplished in this its fifth meeting to be very positive and 
supported this modus operandi being applied for future meetings. The Working Group recognised the 
International Committee’s concerns on the need for transparency in the working procedures of the OIE (as 
stated in the IV Strategic Plan). On this basis, the Working Group made some minor amendments to the 
modus operandi adopted at the previous meeting. The Working Group recommended the elaboration of a 
paper clarifying its role and working procedures that and such a paper be made available to interested 
parties. 

Discussion on hazards and risks 

There was a brief discussion on a draft paper tabled by Dr McKenzie, Executive Director of the New 
Zealand Food Safety Authority, relating to hazards and risks and their use in international standards. 
Elements of the paper were discussed at the Codex Committee on General Principles in April 2006. It was 
agreed that a further paper would be developed  for consideration at the next meeting of the Working 
Group. 
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Appendix IV 

 
OIE Terrestrial Code Appendix on Identification and Traceability of Live Animals 

A P P E N D I X  3 . 5 . 1 .  

G E N E R A L  P R I N C I P L E S  
 

Definitions to be located in Chapter 1.1.1. 

Animal identification means the combination of the identification and registration of an animal 
individually, with a unique identifier, or collectively by its epidemiological unit or group, with a unique 
group identifier.  

Animal identification system means the inclusion and linking of components such as identification of 
establishments/owners, the person(s) responsible for the animal(s), movements and other records with 
animal identification.  

Animal traceability means the ability to follow an animal or group of animals during all stages of their 
lives. 

Registration is the action by which information on animals (such as identification, animal health, 
movement,  certification, epidemiology, establishments) is collected, recorded, securely stored and made 
appropriately accessible and able to be utilised by the Competent Authority.  

Article 3.5.1.1. 

1. There is a critical relationship between animal identification and the traceability of animals and 
products of animal origin.  

2. Animal traceability and traceability of products of animal origin should have the capability to be 
linked to achieve traceability throughout the food chain taking into account relevant OIE and Codex 
Alimentarius standards. 

3. Animal identification and animal traceability are tools for addressing animal health (including 
zoonoses), and food safety. These may significantly improve the effectiveness of: management of 
disease outbreaks and food safety incidents, vaccination programmes, herd/flock husbandry, 
zoning/compartmentalisation, surveillance, early response and notification systems, animal 
movement controls, inspection, certification, fair practices in trade and the utilisation of veterinary 
drugs, feed and pesticides at farm level.  

4. The objective(s) and outcomes of animal identification and animal traceability for a particular 
country, zone or compartment, and the approach used, should be clearly defined, following an 
assessment of the risks to be addressed, and a consideration of the factors listed below. They should 
be defined through consultation between the Veterinary Administration and relevant 
sectors/stakeholders prior to implementation, and periodically reviewed.  

5. There are various factors which may determine the chosen system for animal identification and 
animal traceability. Factors such as the outcomes of the risk assessment, the animal and public health 
situation (including zoonoses), animal population parameters (such as species and breeds, numbers 
and distribution), types of production, animal movement patterns, available technologies, trade in 
animals and animal products, cost/benefit analysis and other economic considerations, and cultural 
aspects, should be taken into account when designing the system. Whatever system is used, it should 
comply with relevant OIE standards to ensure that the defined objectives are able to be achieved.  
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6. Animal identification and animal traceability should be under the responsibility of the Veterinary 
Administration.  

7. The Veterinary Administration with relevant governmental agencies and in consultation with the 
private sector, should establish a legal framework for the implementation and enforcement of animal 
identification and animal traceability in the country. In order to facilitate compatibility and 
consistency, relevant international standards and obligations should be taken into account. This legal 
framework should include elements such as the objectives, scope, organisational arrangements 
including the choice of technologies used for identification and registration, obligation of the parties, 
confidentiality, accessibility issues and the efficient exchange of information.  

8. Whatever the specific objectives of the chosen animal identification system and animal traceability, 
there is a series of common basic factors, and these must be considered before implementation, such 
as the legal framework, procedures, the Competent Authority, identification of 
establishments/owners, animal identification and animal movements.  

9. The equivalent outcomes (performance criteria), rather than identical systems (design criteria), 
should be the basis for comparison of animal identification systems and animal traceability. 
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Appendix V 

 

OIE Terrestrial Code Appendix on the Control of Biological Hazards of 
Animal Health and Public Health Importance 

Through Ante- and Post-mortem Meat Inspection 

 

A P P E N D I X  3 . 1 0 . 1 .  

 
G U I D E L I N E S  F O R  T H E  C O N T R O L  O F  

B I O L O G I C A L  H A Z A R D S  O F  
A N I M A L  H E A L T H  A N D  P U B L I C  H E A L T H  I M P O R T A N C E  

T H R O U G H  A N T E -  A N D  P O S T - M O R T E M  
M E A T  I N S P E C T I O N  

Article 3.10.1.1. 

Introduction 

Foodborne disease and zoonoses are important public health problems and causes of decreased economic 
productivity in developed and developing countries. Similarly, transmission of hazards of animal health 
importance via the meat production chain and associated by-products can result in significant economic 
loss in livestock. Inspection of animals at slaughter can provide a valuable contribution to surveillance for 
certain diseases of animal and public health importance. Control and/or reduction of biological hazards of 
animal and public health importance by ante- and post-mortem meat inspection are a core responsibility of 
Veterinary Services. 

Article 3.10.1.2. 

Purpose 

These guidelines provide a basis for future development of OIE standards for animal production food 
safety. 

Article 3.10.1.3. 

Hygienic practice throughout the meat production chain  

The Codex Alimentarius Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat13 (CHPM) constitutes the primary 
international standard for meat hygiene and incorporates a risk-based approach to application of sanitary 
measures throughout the meat production chain. Ante-mortem inspection is described as a primary 
component of meat hygiene before slaughter, and post-mortem inspection is described as a primary 
component of process control in post-slaughter meat hygiene. The CHPM specifically recognises the dual 
objectives that slaughterhouse inspection activities deliver in terms of animal and public health. 

                                                           

13  Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat, CAC/RCP 58-2005 
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The CHPM does not provide inspection measures for specific hazards, which remain the responsibility of 
national competent authorities. The animal and public health risks associated with livestock populations 
vary across regions and animal husbandry systems, and ante- and post-mortem inspection needs to be 
tailored to the individual country situation and its animal and public health objectives.     

The CHPM provides a platform for development of meat hygiene systems that are based on risk 
assessment. There are few risk assessment models and little relevant scientific information available on 
public health hazards derived specifically from animals and their products, making difficult the 
development of risk-based standards for food-borne diseases and zoonoses. While this scientific 
information is being accumulated, ante- and post-mortem inspection systems will remain dependent on 
traditional approaches. 

Article 3.10.1.4. 

Veterinary Services and meat inspection programmes 

Veterinary Services are primarily responsible for the development of ante- and post-mortem meat 
inspection programmes. Wherever practicable, inspection procedures should be risk-based and 
management systems should reflect international norms and cover the significant hazards to both human 
and animal health in the livestock being slaughtered, as determined by the Veterinary Services. In respect 
of ante- and post-mortem inspection as a component of meat hygiene, responsibilities of Veterinary 
Services include: 

a) risk assessment and risk management; 

b) establishment of policies and standards; 

c) design and management of inspection programmes; 

d) assurance and certification of appropriate delivery of inspection and compliance activities; 

e) dissemination of information throughout the meat production chain. 

Article 3.10.1.5. 

Risk assessment and risk management 

Veterinary Services should utilise risk assessment to the greatest extent practicable in the development of 
sanitary measures. Veterinary Services should give priority to addressing microbiological contamination, 
while not neglecting gross abnormalities detected at ante and post-mortem inspection, as this has been 
found to be the most important source of hazards.  

Microbiological, serological or other testing at single-animal and herd level as part of ante- and post-
mortem inspection should be used to support surveillance, as well as risk assessment of prioritised 
foodborne hazards. The information gathered should be linked to human disease data to allow an 
assessment of the effectiveness of various management options, as well as a general evaluation of food 
sources of foodborne disease. 

Application of a generic framework should provide a systematic and consistent process for managing all 
biosecurity risks, while accommodating the different risk assessment methodologies used in animal and 
public health.  

Article 3.10.1.6. 

Establishment of policies and standards 

The national competent authority(s) should provide an appropriate institutional environment to allow 
Veterinary Services to develop the necessary policies and standards.  
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As well as meeting public health objectives, policies and standards relating to ante- and post-mortem 
inspection should aim to detect and remove hazards of animal health significance from the meat production 
chain. This may be achieved by the removal of live animals at ante-mortem inspection or by the removal of 
specific tissues at post-mortem inspection.    

Veterinary Services should integrate their activities to the maximum extent practicable so as to prevent 
duplication of effort and unnecessary costs e.g. within the process of international certification.  

Article 3.10.1.7. 

Design and management of inspection programmes 

In meeting animal and public health objectives prescribed in national legislation or required by importing 
countries, Veterinary Services contribute through the direct performance of some veterinary tasks or 
through the auditing of animal and public health activities conducted by other agencies or the private 
sector. To this end, Veterinary Services provide assurances domestically and to trading partners that safety 
and suitability standards have been met. 

Veterinary Services should allow flexibility in meat inspection service delivery through an officially 
recognised competent body operating under its supervision and control. In recognition of the contribution of 
industry to food safety, quality assurance systems may be extended in the case of ante- and post-mortem 
inspection to systems that integrate industry and Veterinary Services activities. Nevertheless, Veterinary 
Services should take into account the factors identified in Chapter 1.3.3 on the Evaluation of Veterinary 
Services. For example, if personnel from the private sector are used to carry out ante- and post-mortem 
inspection activities under the overall supervision and responsibility of the Veterinary Services, the 
Veterinary Services should specify the competency requirements for all such persons and verify their 
performance. 

Article 3.10.1.8. 

Assurance and certification  

Assurance and certification of appropriate delivery of inspection and compliance activities is a vital 
function of Veterinary Services. International health certificates providing official assurances for trading 
of meat must engender full confidence to the country of importation. 

Article 3.10.1.9. 

Dissemination of information 

Organisation and dissemination of information throughout the meat production chain involves 
multidisciplinary inputs. To ensure the effective implementation of ante- and post-mortem inspection 
procedures, Veterinary Services should have in place systems for the monitoring of these procedures and 
the exchange of information gained. Further, there should be an ongoing programme for monitoring of 
hazards at appropriate points throughout the meat production chain so as to help evaluate the efficacy of 
controls. Animal identification and traceability systems should be integrated in order to be able to trace 
slaughtered animals back to their place of origin, and products derived from them forward through the 
meat production chain. 
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Appendix VI 

OIE Work on Certification and Cooperation with the CAC  

 

To better address its Member Countries’ needs, the OIE is updating its standards on certification. 
Considering the relevant work already done by the CAC, cooperation with CAC is necessary to obtain, 
when possible, combined certificates in order to promote harmonisation and avoid contradictory standards 
for both Codex and OIE Member Countries. 

The OIE Terrestrial Code includes several appendices on certificates for international trade and the 
procedures related to certification. Those model certificates address trade in animals and their products 
among OIE Member Countries.  

The OIE is concerned by the increasing administrative burden that trading partners have to undertake; this 
is especially relevant for developing countries. Therefore, an effort has to be made to reduce redundant or 
duplicative certificates. The OIE intends to start the revision of its model certificates, through the setting 
up of a specific expert group.  

Cooperation with CCFICS and CCMMP 

As suggested by its Animal Production Food Safety Working Group, the OIE intends to provide its input 
to the ongoing work of CCFICS, including participation in the working group established by CCFICS on 
the revision of the Codex Guidelines for Generic Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of 
Certificates, outlining its proposal for a combined certificate. 

The OIE agrees with the CCFICS recommendation to the CAC on the need for harmonized attestations for 
similar certification needs, to minimise misunderstandings and errors, and to develop specific attestation 
examples for common types of certification. 

The OIE participated to the 7th Session of the CCMMP and contributed to the development of the 
“Proposed Draft Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products”. The intent was to provide the 
basis for allowing OIE and CAC Member Countries to draw up a single certificate per commodity (in this 
case milk and milk products) that addresses both the animal health and public health aspects relevant to 
international trade.  

Therefore, the OIE proposed the inclusion of an animal health attestation in the proposed draft model 
certificate. The CCMMP acknowledged the need to link animal and public health when they are related to 
food safety and consequently amended the introductory part of the “Proposed Draft Model Export 
Certificate for Milk and Milk Products”; but in the same time the Committee did not take on board the 
OIE proposal for placing an animal health attestation in the model certificate itself. This amended 
document now explicitly mentions the possibility of having a single certificate addressing, if applicable, 
both animal and public health attestations.  

The OIE is satisfied with the “Proposed Draft Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products” 
produced by the CCMMP and encourages the CAC to adopt this text at step 5 of the Codex Alimentarius 
procedure.  

To best harmonise work with the CAC on certification, OIE believes that it would be desirable for both 
Organisations to revise their standards in close collaboration. The final goal will be to give Member 
Countries the means to set up a single certificate per product (addressing both public health and animal 
health) and to simplify the exporting/importing procedures.  

 



CAC/29 INF/4 29 

Appendix VII 

OIE Work on Antimicrobial Resistance and Cooperation with the CAC 
 

Existing OIE standards on antimicrobial resistance  

Antimicrobial resistance is a priority topic for the OIE in its standardisation work, taking in account the 
demand from Member Countries and the impact on animal and human health.   

The OIE started in 1998 to address the matter through an expert meeting (an ad hoc Group) and an 
international conference in Paris in October 2001. Four guidelines were adopted by the OIE International 
Committee in May 2003. Three of them were incorporated into the Terrestrial Code as appendices, and 
another into the OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals (in brief, the 
Terrestrial Manual).  

Guidelines on Risk Analysis for Antimicrobial Resistance, a companion appendix for the three guidelines 
adopted in 2003, were unanimously adopted in May 2004.  

During 2004, the OIE has convened twice an expert meeting (an ad hoc group) on Antimicrobial 
Resistance. Two of the invited experts were officials from FAO and WHO. The ad hoc Group updated the 
OIE standards on antimicrobial resistance (Appendices 3.9.4. and 3.9.3.) taking into account .the latest 
scientific knowledge and the work done during the October 2004 CCRVDF meeting in Washington. The 
updates proposed by the ad hoc group were endorsed by the OIE Working Group on Animal Production 
Food Safety first and subsequently by the OIE International Committee in May 2005. The ad hoc group 
also established a list of critically important antimicrobials for veterinary use which has just been adopted 
by the OIE International Committee. 

The current Terrestrial Code Appendices are: 

 Appendix 3.9.1.: Guidelines for the harmonisation of antimicrobial resistance surveillance and 
monitoring programmes.  

 Appendix 3.9.2.: Guidelines for the monitoring of the quantities of antimicrobials used in animal 
husbandry.  

 Appendix 3.9.3.: Guidelines for the responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in 
veterinary medicine.     

 Appendix 3.9.4.: Risk assessment for antimicrobial resistance arising from the use of 
antimicrobials in animals.  

The current Chapter in the Terrestrial Manual is: 

 Chapter I.1.10: Laboratory methodologies for bacterial antimicrobial susceptibility testing. 

The FAO, the OIE and the WHO have actively cooperated in this area through joint activities in addition 
to participation in the activities of the International Cooperation on Harmonisation of Technical 
Requirements for Registration of Veterinary Products (VICH). 

Perspectives and new goals 

Consistent with its rules, the OIE is willing to collaborate with all organisations concerned, such as WHO 
and FAO, and governments of OIE Member Countries. 
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It is obvious that the OIE’s goals can only be achieved in cooperation with WHO and FAO, which are 
currently also working on the issue of antimicrobial resistance. 

This close cooperation, which is actively being developed, will help to obtain the benefits of synergies 
amongst the different organisations. 

Following a suggestion of the WHO and CAC, a world-wide consultation of experts has been launched in 
Geneva, Switzerland (2003); Oslo, Norway (2004) and Korea, Seoul (2006) by WHO, FAO and OIE with 
the view to gather all available scientific data and to prepare a common action plan for the future. 

The 1st Workshop on Non-Human Antimicrobial Usage, held in December 2003 in Geneva, included a 
preliminary scientific assessment of all non-human uses of antimicrobials in animals and plants, and their 
role in antimicrobial resistance, based on the available scientific information. Based on the outcome of the 
1st workshop in Geneva, as well as other relevant input (e.g. reports of previous WHO and OIE 
workshops), a 2nd workshop, held in Oslo in February 2004, considered the broad range of possible risk 
management options for antimicrobial resistance from non-human use of antimicrobials. In particular, it 
focused on potential directions of future Codex, FAO, WHO and OIE work in this area, in order to 
prevent and minimise antimicrobial resistance at the global level. To ensure that the conclusions of the 2nd 
Workshop reflected the perspectives of interested parties, the major stakeholder groups (e.g. members of 
the pharmaceutical industry, farmers, food processors, consumers, regulatory agencies, and veterinarians) 
participated in the meeting.  

The aim of these two workshops was to identify risk management options as far as antimicrobial 
resistance is concerned, for the benefit of individuals from Member Countries who are in charge of the 
decision-making process in this field. 

Following these two Expert Workshops on Non-Human Antimicrobial Usage organised by FAO, OIE and 
WHO, it was recommended that the concept of ‘critically important’ classes of antimicrobials for human 
and animal usage be developed by WHO and OIE, respectively. The list of Critically Important 
Antibacterial Agents for Human Medicine was proposed in February 2005 at a WHO working group 
consultation meeting in Canberra, Australia. In January 2005, the OIE ad hoc group proposed to define 
and designate Veterinary Critically Important Antimicrobials (VCIA). This concept was endorsed by the 
OIE Biological Standards Commission and adopted by the OIE International Committee in May 2005. 
The OIE referred the task of establishing a list of VCIA to the OIE ad hoc group on Antimicrobial 
Resistance. This ad hoc group prepared a questionnaire to collect proposals on VCIA as well as comments 
regarding the definition and aim of the list. The questionnaire was sent to the 167 OIE Member Countries 
and to International Organisations with a co-operation agreement with the OIE in order to establish a list 
of VCIA. All proposals to include antimicrobials needed to be scientifically justified. The results were 
reviewed in January 2006. A general agreement was expressed by respondents on the criteria proposed by 
OIE and the list of proposed VCIA was compiled. The report and the executive summary were endorsed 
by the OIE Biological Standards Commission and consequently endorsed by the OIE International 
Committee during the General Session in May 2006. 

At the moment of writing, a joint FAO/WHO/OIE Expert Consultation on antimicrobial use in 
aquaculture and antimicrobial resistance is scheduled for June 2006 in Korea (Seoul). All pertinent and 
scientific information collected over the past years on antimicrobial use in aquaculture and its 
consequences for public health will be analysed, using the complementary expertise of FAO, WHO and 
OIE. The overall objective of this meeting is to develop strategies and recommendations to minimize the 
risk related to antimicrobial use in aquaculture and its consequences for human public health and animal 
health, based on scientific assessment. 

Moreover, following the recommendations of the conference held in Oslo endorsed by WHO, FAO, OIE 
and all participants, the OIE still considers that the proposal to create a joint Codex/OIE task force on the 
issue of antimicrobial resistance is relevant.  
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Appendix VIII 

RESOLUTION No. XXII 

Animal Production Food Safety 

 

CONSIDERING THAT 

1. The permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety, established by the Director-
General in 2002, met for the fifth time in 2006, and drafted a work programme for 2006/2007, 

2.  The Working Group has developed various texts aimed at minimizing food safety risks associated 
with hazards in animal production, including a ‘Guide on Good Farming Practices’, 

3. The Working Group has produced a guidance paper on the ‘Cooperation between the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and the OIE on food safety throughout the food chain’, 

4.  The Working Group has developed a draft chapter for the Terrestrial Animal Health Code on 
“Guidelines for the control of hazards of animal health and public health importance through ante- 
and post-mortem meat inspection”,  

5. The Working Group has reviewed the work of the ad hoc group on identification and traceability 
of live animals which produced a draft chapter for the Terrestrial Animal Health Code on “Animal 
identification and traceability” 

6. The OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission have continued to work together to ensure food 
safety standards being developed by either party take a whole of food chain approach to 
addressing food safety, and ensure as much consistency as possible with each others’ work, 

7. The work on animal production food safety also benefits from cooperation with FAO and WHO 
that provide additional expert advice and expertise in food safety, zoonoses and related issues, 

8. The Working Group, when examining proposals for revision of model certificates, has identified 
the need for specialised technical advice in this area.  

THE COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDS THAT 

1.  The Director General continue to rely on the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety 
to  advise him as well as the relevant OIE Specialist Commissions on OIE activities in the area of 
animal production food safety, 

2. The participation of FAO and WHO experts as members of this Working Group be continued to 
further strengthen the collaboration between OIE and Codex,  

3. The Working Group’s 2006/2007 work programme be a guide for the OIE’s activities on animal 
production food safety for the next year, and the Working Group be provided with the necessary 
resources to address the priorities listed. 

4. The Working Group give special attention to its work on animal identification and traceability, 
and to drafting texts dealing with food borne zoonoses and animal feeding, complementing 
relevant Codex Alimentarius texts, for consideration by the Terrestrial Animal Health Code 
Commission,  
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5. An ad hoc group be established to revise the current OIE model certificates, bearing in mind the 
need for a common approach with the other international standards and requirements, and the use 
of electronic certification. The development of the certificates addressing animal health and food 
safety be established to minimise the administrative load before product export,  

6. The OIE develop a new document on the role and functionality of veterinary services in food 
safety, in order to describe the involvement of veterinary services in food safety activities which 
encompass both public and animal health objectives. 

 

_______________ 

 
 
 
 

(Adopted by the International Committee of the OIE on 26 May 2006) 

 


