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(OIE Contribution to the 32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission) 

1. The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) thanks the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) for the 
ongoing invitation to participate in meetings of its Commission, Committees and expert groups. OIE Members consider 
that this collaboration is very valuable. 

2. Since July 2008, representatives of the OIE have participated in: 

 ;the 31st Session of the CAC ۔

 the Second Session of the Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance ۔
(October 2008);  

 the 17th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems ۔
(November 2008); 

 ;the 40th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene (December 2008) ۔

 ;the 25th Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (March/April 2009) ۔

 .the Electronic Working Group on Animal Feed ۔

3. The OIE appreciates the ongoing participation of staff of the Codex Secretariat in OIE meetings, notably, since 
July 2008, the OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety (November 2008); preparatory activities and the 
OIE International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability (Buenos Aires, 23−25 March 2009).  

Joint OIE/Codex standards 

4. At the 31st Session of the CAC, the OIE noted that it would continue to strengthen the relationship with the 
CAC, including through the proposed development of a legal basis for the production of joint OIE-Codex standards, 
where appropriate. 

5. Furthermore, the OIE considered presenting a paper at the 25th Session of the CCGP in May 2009, requesting 
that the CCGP consider and support the OIE’s arguments in favour of the development of joint standards. Such 
standards would address areas of common interest with CAC, such as standards for controlling pathogens transmitted 
through food products of animal origin, use of antimicrobials in food producing animals, and commodity standards.  

At the 25th Session of the CCGP, the Committee agreed that the Codex Secretariat should work with the OIE 
Secretariat to prepare a discussion paper on the possible development of joint standards between Codex and OIE, 
addressing all relevant procedural issues and implications, for consideration at its next session.  
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6. The proposal for an amendment to the cooperation agreement between the OIE and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) was approved by the 76th General Session of the OIE in May 2008. 

7. In 2008 the OIE wrote to the WHO seeking the addition of a new article to the existing OIE-WHO agreement, to 
the effect that the OIE and the CAC may develop joint standards as appropriate to the subject under consideration and 
the respective mandates of OIE and the CAC. The OIE clarified that this proposal would not fundamentally change the 
relationship between the OIE and the CAC. 

8. In April 2009, the WHO advised the OIE by official letter that the proposal for an amendment to the cooperation 
agreement between the OIE and WHO would be discussed at the World Health Assembly in May 2010. 

9. As previously mentioned, collaboration between CAC and OIE at the international level is important. However, 
collaboration at the regional and national levels is also important and the OIE encourages its national Delegates to 
collaborate with national Delegates of the CAC. A current list of the OIE Delegates is provided in Annex I. 

Private standards 

10. The growth of private standards for animal health and animal welfare with application to animals and animal 
products in international trade continues to be of concern to OIE Members, particularly developing countries. Such 
standards can be established by private companies in a non scientific and non transparent manner, without reference to 
established official standards. The OIE is developing a strategy to help Members deal with the implications of private 
standards that are in conflict with the OIE standards linked with international trade.  

11. At the OIE 76th General Session in May 2008, Members passed a Resolution calling for action to address the 
issue of private standards. In 2009, the OIE held a brainstorming meeting that recommended the establishment of an ad 
hoc expert group to consider the issue of private standards and to propose a strategy for the OIE and its Members.  

12. The ad hoc Group held its first meeting on 4-5 June 2009. The Group was composed of representatives from 
industry, NGOs, public services from different countries or regional organizations (European Community) The Group 
considered that private standards have no place in relation to sanitary safety, as the official standards of the OIE and the 
CAC are the global references for WTO Members under the SPS Agreement. The establishment of private standards for 
sanitary safety can undermine recognition of the official standards, as the implementation of official standards may no 
longer be sufficient to provide access to international markets.  In addition to private standards for sanitary safety, the 
OIE is also concerned about the growth of private standards for animal welfare. While animal welfare is not currently 
covered by the WTO SPS Agreement, the OIE’s leadership in this domain is well established and Members are looking 
for mechanisms to support and recognize compliance with OIE standards and to avoid contradictions between private 
standards and OIE standards in the field of animal welfare. 

13. The OIE read with interest the report on private standards that was prepared by Drs Henson and Humphrey for 
the WHO and FAO. Inter alia the report concludes that private standards are here to stay and that Codex should develop 
appropriate strategies to deal with this reality. The OIE does not agree with this school of thought. The official 
standards of the OIE and Codex for sanitary safety are developed using a democratic, transparent, risk based approach 
that respects the principles of the SPS Agreement. Where such standards exist, the OIE considers that there is no room 
for private standards on sanitary safety and steps should be taken, where possible, to discourage their use by 
commercial parties.  

14. The OIE will continue to collaborate with the SPS Committee and with Codex on this issue. 

OIE work programme for animal production food safety 

15. An important forum for the coordination of OIE food safety activities is the OIE Animal Production Food Safety 
Working Group, which acts as a steering committee in the OIE’s work programme on the development of standards to 
protect consumers from food-borne hazards arising at the production level of the food chain. Current and former high 
level officials of the FAO (including the CAC) and the WHO are members of the Working Group. The Working Group 
held its 8th meeting in November 2008 and a summary report is provided at Annex II.  

16. At the OIE 77th General Session in May 2009, the International Committee unanimously adopted 
Resolution No. 24 on Animal Production Food Safety, which describes the work priorities of the OIE in this field (see 
Annex III). 

17. The OIE is preparing a discussion paper on the priority pathogens for standard setting in the field of animal 
production food safety at the request of the Animal Production Food Safety Working Group. The objective is to develop 
a priority list of pathogens for which the OIE would develop standards to be included in the OIE Terrestrial Animal 
Health Code and Aquatic Animal Health Code.  
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18. The OIE convened the International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability (‘From Farm to 
Fork’) in Buenos Aires (Argentina), 23−25 March 2009, to provide countries with technical information on systems for 
identification and traceability. The conference was very successful and attracted 500 participants from around the 
world. The OIE appreciated the involvement of a Codex expert on the Conference Scientific Committee and the 
conference presentation “Codex Alimentarius Standards, Ongoing Work, and Cooperation with the OIE” by the Codex 
Secretariat. 

19. The OIE and the FAO have published a ‘Guide to Good Farming Practices for Animal Production Food Safety’ 
in English, French and Spanish. This Guide addresses farming systems in developed and developing countries, 
including the varying socio-economic and cultural contexts and the issue of cost-effectiveness.  

20. The OIE noted the adoption of new ‘Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Foods Derived 
from Recombinant-DNA Animals’ at the 31st CAC. In the important field of biotechnology the OIE has ad hoc Groups 
working on vaccinology and on molecular diagnostic tests. The priority issues for the ad hoc Group on vaccinology, 
which met for the first time in November 2008, was the use of biotechnology derived vaccines on animals. The OIE 
will examine the animal health implications of biotechnology derived vaccines (including DNA vaccines) using its 
established ad hoc Group procedure, including the involvement of experts from CAC, FAO and WHO. Food safety 
implications of the use of this technology, if any, will be considered subsequently, in collaboration with the CAC. 

21. The creation of OIE national focal points for animal production food safety and for veterinary products, under 
the overall authority of the OIE National Delegate, will contribute to the OIE expertise and strengthen communication 
between the OIE, its Members and the INFOSAN network on this important topic. 

With regard to veterinary products, the OIE continues to work to help countries to build and implement effective 
legislation to assure the quality, safety and efficiency of veterinary medicinal products. The next OIE Regional 
Conference on Veterinary Medicinal Products will take place in the Middle East (Damascus, Syria) in late 2009.  

Specific training for focal points for food safety and for veterinary products will be provided worldwide, on a 
region by region basis, during 2009-2011. Resolution No. 25, adopted at the 77th General Session in May 2009, 
provided direction and supported the need for future activities of OIE in this field. The adopted Resolution is 
provided at Annex IV. 

22. On the issue of antimicrobial resistance, OIE participates actively in the work of the Codex Task Force on 
Antimicrobial Resistance and works in collaboration with WHO and FAO in fields of common interest, respecting to 
the mandate of each organisation. A new text for the Terrestrial Code: Introduction to the recommendations for 
controlling antimicrobial resistance was adopted at the 77th General Session in May 2009. The adopted text is provided 
at Annex V. 

23. A revised OIE Terrestrial Code Chapter: Prevention, Detection and Control of Salmonella in Poultry (mainly 
focused on Salmonella enteriditis and Salmonella typhimurium) was adopted at the 77th General Session in May 2009. 
This chapter aims to establish standards for effective surveillance and management of Salmonella at the farm level, and 
to support the management of production and flock status with the objective of reducing the incidence of this food 
borne disease. This work, which is focused on farm level measures, complements the ongoing work of Codex on 
salmonellosis. The adopted chapter is provided in Annex VI.  

24. New text developed for the Terrestrial Code was adopted at the 77th General Session in May 2009 on: “Control 
of Hazards of Animal Health and Public Health Importance in Animal Feed”. The OIE worked to ensure that this text 
was consistent with the Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding. The adopted text is provided in Annex VII.  

OIE standards for BSE 

25. At the 77th General Session in May 2009, the International Committee adopted the following changes to the 
Chapter on BSE.  

(1) The words "protein free tallow" were replaced with the word "tallow". The condition that ‘tallow’ has to have 
less than 0.15% impurities remained unchanged.  

(2) The 30 months limitation on muscle meat from any country regardless its sanitary status for BSE was 
deleted.  This change will permit the OIE on the basis of very strong experimental and epidemiological 
evidences to state that as it relates to BSE, muscle meat is a safe commodity regardless of its origin and the age 
of the cattle it comes from, provided all hygienic practices recommended by the Terrestrial Code are respected 
(ante mortem inspection, methods of slaughter, etc). 

(3) The adopted text allows the use of vertebral column for gelatin manufacture from countries of “controlled” 
and “undetermined” BSE risk, provided it comes from animals under 30 months of age at the time of slaughter.  
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Aquatic animal issues 

26. At the 77th General Session in May 2009, the International Committee endorsed the expanded mandate of the 
Aquatic Animals Health Standards Commission to include animal production food safety issues associated with aquatic 
animals.  

27. The Aquatic Code Appendix 3.5.1. Guidelines on the Control of Aquatic Animal Health Hazards in Aquatic 
Animal Feed was adopted at the 76th General Session in May 2008. This text addresses aquatic animal health but not 
food safety issues. The OIE will convene an ad hoc Group to address the food safety implications of feed for aquatic 
animals. The ad hoc Group will report to the Animal Production Food Safety Working Group and texts will then be 
submitted to the Aquatic Animals Health Standards Commission for inclusion in the Aquatic Code. The OIE will 
undertake this work in collaboration with the CAC. 

28. The Aquatic Animals Health Standards Commission also plans to develop new text for the Aquatic Code on the 
issue of antimicrobial resistance. 

29. The OIE has prepared a guide to the rights and obligations of OIE Members with regard to international trade 
and trade disputes, a copy of which may be found on the OIE website. In this advisory document, the OIE explains the 
obligations of its Members in conducting international trade and the informal OIE mechanism for mediating trade 
disputes between Members. The OIE mediation procedures are different and independent from the WTO procedures for 
dealing with trade disputes. The WTO provides formal and informal approaches to solve trade disputes arising in 
relation to its Agreements. The OIE’s informal procedure provides for OIE Members, on a voluntary and confidential 
basis, to seek to resolve their differences by using an approach that is based on science and on the application of the 
OIE’s standards for safe international trade in animals and animal products. 
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LIST OF OFFICIAL 174 OIE DELEGATES 
 

 
AFGHANISTAN  

Dr Mir Ahmad Ahmedzai  
Director of Animal Health  
General Directorate of Animal Health and Production  
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation & Livestock  
Jamal Mina - Kabul  
   

ALBANIA  
Dr Kapplan Sulaj  
Director of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Protection  
Skanderbeg Square 2  
Tirana  
   

ALGERIA  
Dr Rachid Bouguedour  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Agriculture  
et du Développement Rural  
12, bd Colonel Amirouche  
16000 Alger  
   

ANDORRA  
Dr Francesc Alay Ferrer  
Chef des Services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de l'Environnement  
Département de l'Agriculture  
62-64, Prat de la Creu  
Andorra la Vella  
   

ANGOLA  
Dr Antonio José  
Directeur Général des Services Vétérinaires  
Ministério da Agricultura e do  
Desenvolvimento Rural  
Rua Comandante Gika - Largo Antonio Jacinto No. 55-56  
- C.P. 10578  
Luanda  
   

ARGENTINA  
Dr Jorge Nestor Amaya  
Presidente  
SENASA  
Av. Paseo Colón 367 - 9º piso  
1063 Buenos Aires  
   

 
ARMENIA  

Dr Grisha Baghiyan  
Head, State Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
12, Erebuni Str  
375010 Erevan  
   

AUSTRALIA  
Dr Andy Carroll  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries  
and Forestry  
GPO BOX 858  
Canberra ACT 2601  
   
 

AUSTRIA  
Dr Ulrich Herzog  
Bundesministerium für Gesundheit und Frauen  
Magister,CVO  
Radetzkystrasse 2  
A - 1031 Wien  
   

AZERBAIJAN  
Dr Ismayil Hasanov Murshud  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Chief Veterinary Officer, State Veterinary Committee  
ul. Nadjaf Narimanov 7a  
Baku AZ 1106  
   

BAHRAIN  
Dr Salman Abdul Nabi  
Director of Animal Wealth Directorate  
Ministry of Municipality Affairs and Agriculture  
PO Box 251  
Manama  
   

BANGLADESH  
Dr Khan Salehuddin  
Director of Livestock Services  
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock  
Poshusampad Bhawan  
Krishi Khamar Sarak  
Dhaka-1215  
   

BARBADOS  
Dr Mark O. Trotman  
Senior Veterinary Officer  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  and Rural Development  
The Pine - St. Michael  
Bridgetown  
   

BELARUS  
Dr Piotr Antanovich  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
15 Kirov Street  
220030 Minsk  

 
BELGIUM  

Dr Luc Lengele  
Conseiller Général  
Chef des services vétérinaires  
Service Public Fédéral Santé Publique  
Sécurité de la Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement  
Service Politique Sanitaire Animaux et Végétaux  
Eurostation II - 7ème étage  
Place Victor Horta 40 bte 10  
B - 1060 Bruxelles  
   

BELIZE  
Dr Victor Gongora  
BAHA  
Director Animal Health  
Central Farm, Cayo District  
   

BENIN  
Dr Christophe Boni Monsia  
Directeur de l'élevage  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage  
et de la pêche  
BP 2041  
Cotonou  
   

BHUTAN  
Dr Tenzin Dhendup  
Director  
Department of Livestock  
Ministry of Agriculture  
PO Box # 113  
Thimphu  
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BOLIVIA  
Dr Jorge Antonio Berríos Arévalo  
Jefe Nacional de Sanidad Animal  
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria  
e Inocuidad Alimentaria SENASAG  
Avenida José Natush S/N  
Esquina Laureano Villar García  
Trinidad - Beni  
   

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  
Dr. Drago Nedic  
Director  
State Veterinary Office  
of Bosnia and Herzegovina  
Radiceva 2 I  
71000 Sarajevo  
   

BOTSWANA  
Dr Letswenyo Moetapele  
Director  
Department of Veterinay Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Private Bag 0032  
Gaborone  
   

BRAZIL  
Dr Jamil Gomes de Souza  
Diretor do Dept. de Saúde Animal  
Secretaria de Defesa Agropecuária  
Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento  
Espl. dos Ministérios Bloco D  
Anexo A - 3° andar, Sala 301  
70043-900 Brasilia DF  
   

BRUNEI  
Dr Dabeding Dullah  
Assistant Director of Agriculture  
Department of Agriculture  
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources  
Bandar Seri Begawan BB3510  
Negara Brunei Darussalam  
   

BULGARIA  
Prof. Dr Nikola T. Belev  
Président de la Commission régionale  
de l'OIE pour l'Europe  
Coordonnateur régional de l'OIE pour l'Europe de l'Est  
Bld Wasil Lewski 110  
1527 Sofia  
   

BURKINA FASO  
Dr Marcel Nagalo  
Directeur général des services vétérinaires  
Ministère des ressources animales  
03 BP 907  
Ouagadougou 09  
   

BURUNDI  
Dr Pierre Bukuru  
Directeur Général de l'Elévage  
Direction Generale de l'Elevage  
BP 161 Gitega  
   

CAMBODIA  
Dr Kao Phal  
Director  
Department of Animal Health and Production  
N 74, Monivong Blvd, SangKat Wat Phnom  
Khan Doun Penh  
Phnom Penh-3  

 
CAMEROON  

Dr Baschirou Moussa Demsa  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'élevage, des pêches  
et des industries animales  
Yaoundé  

CANADA  
Dr Brian R. Evans  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Executive Vice-President  
Canadian Food Inspection Agency  
59 Camelot Drive  
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0Y9  
   

CAPE VERDE  
Dr Afonso Maria Ligório Semedo  
Directeur des Services d'Elevage  
Direction générale de l'Agriculture, de la Sylvicuture et de 
l'Elevage  
   

CENTRAL AFRICAN REP.  
Dr Raphaël Ngaye Yankoisset  
Directeur général  
Agence nationale  
de développement de l'élevage  
Ministère de la promotion du monde rural  
Rue de l'Aéroport  - B.P. 1509  
Bangui  
   

CHAD  
Dr Adam Hassan Yacoub  
Directeur  
Services Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'élevage  
BP 750  
N'Djamena  
   

CHILE  
Dr Claudio Ternicier Gonzáles  
Jefe  
División de Protección Pecuaria  
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero  
Ministerio de Agricultura  
Avenida Bulnes 140  
Santiago Centro  
Santiago  
   

CHINA (PEOPLE'S REP. OF)  
Dr Zhang Zhongqiu  
Deputy Director General  
Veterinary Bureau  
Ministry of Agriculture  
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli  
100026 Beijing  
   

COLOMBIA  
Dr Luis Fernando Caicedo Lince  
Gerente General  
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA)  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural  
Calle 37 No. 8-43 Piso 5  
Apartado Aéreo 7984 y 1511123  
   
Bogotá  
   

COMOROS  
Dr Abdourahim Faharoudine  
Service santé publique vétérinaire  
Ministère de la production et de l'environnement  
B.P. 774  
Moroni  

CONGO  
Dr Léon Tati  
Docteur vétérinaire - Direction de l'élevage  
Ministère de l'agriculture, et de l'élevage  
1942, rue N'ko, Plateau de 15 ans  
BP 83 (centre-ville)/BP 2453 (centre-ville)  
Brazzaville  
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CONGO (DEM. REP. OF THE)  
Dr N'Lemba Mabela  
Directeur et chef de service  
service de la production et de la santé animales (DPSA)  
Croisement Boulevard du 30 juin Avenue Batetela  
Kinshasa/Gombe  
Kinshasa 1  
   

COSTA RICA  
Dr Yayo Vicente  
Director General  
Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal (SENASA)  
Ministerio de Producción  
Apdo. Postal 3  
3006 Cenada  
San José  
   

CÔTE D'IVOIRE  
Dr Kanga Kouame  
Directeur des Services Vétérinaires  
Ministère de la Production Animale et  
des Ressources Halieutiques  
Cité administrative, Tour B, 2e étage  
B.P. V 84  
Abidjan  
   

CROATIA  
Dr Sanja Separovic  
Director of Veterinary Directorate  
Ministry of agriculture, Fisheries  
and Rural Development  
Miramarska 24  
10000 Zagreb  
   

CUBA  
Dr Emerio F. Serrano Ramírez  
Director General  
Instituto de Medicina Veterinaria  
Ministerio de la Agricultura  
Calle 12 nº 355, entre 15 y 17  
CP 14000 El Vedado  
Ciudad de La Habana  
   

CYPRUS  
Dr Charalambos Kakoyiannis  
Director  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural  
Resources and Environment  
Athalassa  
1417 Nicosia  
   

CZECH REPUBLIC  
Dr Milan Malena  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
State Veterinary Administration  
Slezska 7 - CZ-120 56 
Prague 2  
   

DENMARK  
Dr Jan Mousing  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration  
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
Morkhoj Bygade 19  
DK-2860 Soborg  
   

DJIBOUTI  
Dr Moussa Ibrahim Cheick  
Directeur de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et des Services 
Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et de la mer  
B.P. 297  
Boulaos  
   

DOMINICAN (REP.)  
Dr Ramón Antonio Quiñones Disla  
Director, Departamento de Sanidad Animal  
Dirección General de Ganadería  
Secretaría de Estado de Agricultura  
Ciudad Ganadera, Edificio Ganadería  
Autopista 30 de Mayo  
Santo Domingo, D.N.  
   

ECUADOR  
Dr Javier Vicente Vargas Estrella  
Serv. Ecuatoriano de Sanidad Agropecuaria  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas,  
Edificio MAGAP Piso 9  
Quito  
   

EGYPT  
Dr Hamed Abd El-Tawab Samaha  
GOVS  
Chairman of the General Organisation  
for Veterinary Services (GOVS)  
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation  
1st Nadi al Said Steet  
Dokki, Giza  
12618 - Cairo  
   

EL SALVADOR  
Dr José David Bolaños Mendez  
Jefe de Division de Sanidad Animal  
Dirección General  
de Sanidad Vegetal y Animal  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería  
Apartado Postal 554  
Cantón El Matazano  
Soyapango, San Salvador  
   

EQUATORIAL GUINEA  
Dr Gabriel Martín Esono Mdong Micha  
Director General  
Servicios Veterinarios  
Coordinador Nacional des PESA  
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Ganadería  
Apartado 1041 -Malabo  
   

ERITREA  
Dr Ghebrehiwet Teame Mahru  
Director  
Technical Services  
Ministry of Agriculture APOD  
Animal Resources Department  
P.O. 1048  
4114 Private  
Asmara  
   

ESTONIA  
Dr Ago Pärtel  
Director General  
Veterinary and Food Board  
Väike-Paala street 3  
EE-0014 Tallinn  
   

ETHIOPIA  
Dr Berhe Gebreegziabher  
Head, Animal and Plant Health  
Regulatory Department  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development  
P.O. Box 62347  
Addis Ababa  
   

FIJI  
Dr Shiu Chand  
Acting Director  
Animal and Health Production Division  
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Forrests  
P.O. Box 15829  
Suva  
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FINLAND  
Dr Riitta Heinonen  
Deputy Director General  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry  
Food and Health Department - Animal Health  
P.O. Box 30  
FIN-00023 Government Helsinki  
   

FORMER YUG. REP. OF MACEDONIA  
Dr Dejan Runtevski  
Director of Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry  
and Water Economy  
Leninova Street, 2  
1000 Skopje  
   

FRANCE  
Dr Jean-Luc Angot  
Directeur général adjoint  
Direction générale de l'alimentation  
Ministère de l'agriculture et de la pêche  
251, rue de Vaugirard  
75732 Paris Cedex 15  
   

GABON  
Dr Morgan Bignoumba  
Chef des Services Vétérinaires  

              Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage  
de la Sécurité alimentaire  
et du Développement Rural  
BP 136 Libreville  
   

GAMBIA  
Dr Kebba Daffeh  
Director  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Abuko  
   

GEORGIA  
Dr Levan Ramishvili  
Chairman (President)  
of the Veterinary Union (Association)  
9, Tarkhnishvili St., Office 6  
0179 Tbilisi  
   

GERMANY  
Prof Dr Werner Zwingmann  
Ministerial Dirigent  
Bundesministerium für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft  
und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV)  
Rochustrasse 1, D-53123 Bonn  
   

GHANA  
Dr Dr Enoche Boye-Mensah  
Director  
Veterinary Services Department  
Ministry of Food and Agriculture  
PO Box M 161, Accra  
   

GREECE  
Dr Spiros Doudounakis  
Head of Unit of the  
Infectious Diseases Department  
Directorate General of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Rural Development and Food  
2 Acharnon St - 10176 Athens  
   

GUATEMALA  
Dr Miguel Angel Azañón Robles  
Director de Salud Animal, Unidad  
de Normas y Regulaciones  
Ministerio de Agricultura,  
Ganadería y Alimentación -MAGA  
7a. Avenida 12-90, Zona 13  
Edificio Anexo Monja Blanca  
Guatemala, C.A.  

GUINEA  
Dr Daouda Bangoura  
   
Chef de Division des Services Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et des forêts 
(MAEF)  
B.P. 559  
Conakry  
   

GUINEA BISSAU  
Dr Bernardo Cassamá  
Coordenador Nacional du PACE-Guinée Bissau  
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária  
Ministério da Agricultura, Florestas, Caça e Pecuária - 
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária  
C.P. 26 - Bissau  
   

GUYANA  
Dr Dwight Walrond  
Project Director, National Dairy Development 
Programme  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Regent and Vlissengen Roads  
P.O. BOX 1001 - Georgetown  
   

HAITI  
Dr Max Millien  
Directeur  
Direction de la Santé Animale  
Ministère de l'agriculture, des ressources  
naturelles et du développement rural  
Route Nationale No 1  
Damien - BP 1441, Port-au-Prince  
   

HONDURAS  
Dr. Juan Carlos Ordóñez Tercero  
Subdirector Técnico de Salud Animal  
Secretaría de Agricultura y Ganadería  
Boulevard Miraflores, Avda La FAO  
Edificio SENASA, Tercer piso  
Tegucigalpa, M.D.C.  
   

HUNGARY  
Dr Miklós Süth  
Acting Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture  
and Rural Development  
Animal Health and Food Control Department  
Kossuth Lajos tér 11  
H-1055 Budapest  
   

ICELAND  
Dr Halldór Runólfsson  
Chief Veterinary Officer and head of the Animal Health 
Office  
Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Sölvhólsgötu 7, 150 Reykjavík  
   

INDIA  
Mr Natarajan Gokulram  
Secretary to the Government of India  
Department of Animal Husbandry  
Dairying and Fisheries  
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road  
Room No 231, Krishi Bhawan  
New Delhi 110 001  
   

INDONESIA  
Dr Tjeppy D Soedjana  
Director General of Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Building C, 6th Floor  
Ragunan, Pasar Minggu  
Jl. Harsono - Rm. No. 3  
Jakarta Selatan 12550  
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IRAN  
Dr Mojtaba Noorouzi  
Head of Iran Veterinary Organization  
Ministry of Jihad-e-Sazandegi  
Vali - Asr Ave.  
Seyd Jamaledin Asad Abadi St.  
P.O. Box 14155  
6349 Tehran  
   

IRAQ  
Dr Sabah Jasim Mozan  
Director General  
Iraq State Company for Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Wazeryia, Baghdad  
   

IRELAND  
Dr Patrick J. Rogan  
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer  
Department of Agriculture, Food  
and Rural Development  
Kildare Street  
Dublin 2  
   

ISRAEL  
Dr Moshe Chaimovitz  
Acting Director  
Veterinary Services  
and Animal Health  
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Development  
PO Box 12  
Beit Dagan 50250  
   

ITALY  
Dr Romano Marabelli  
Délégué auprès de l'OIE  
Head of Department  
Dipartimento per la Sanità Pubblica Veterinaria,  
la Nutrizione e la Sicurezza degli Alimenti  
Ministero della Salute  
Piazza Marconi, 25  
00144 Roma - EUR  
   

JAMAICA  
Dr Osbil Watson  
Director Veterinary Services Division  
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 309  
193 Old Hope Road  
Kingston 6  
   

JAPAN  
Dr Toshiro Kawashima  
Director  
Animal Health and Animal Products Safety Division  
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries  
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki  
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950  
   

JORDAN  
Dr Nasser Eddin Al-Hawamdeh  
Secretary General Assistant  
for Animal Resources  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Queen Rania Street 
P.O. Box 2099  
11118 Amman  
   

KAZAKHSTAN  
Dr Akhmetzhan Akievich Sultanov  
Director  
Veterinary Control Department  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Prospect Abaïa 26  
473000 Astana  

KENYA  
Dr Peter Maina Ithondeka  
Director of Veterinary Services  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Livestock Development  
Veterinary Research Laboratory  
P.O. Kabete, Kangemi 
00625 Nairobi  
   

KOREA (DEM. PEOPLE'S REP. OF)  
Dr Ri Kyong Gun  
Director of the veterinary and  
Anti-Epizootic Department  
Minstry of Agriculture  
Jungsong-Dong,Sungri Street  
Central District, Pyongyang  
   

KOREA (REP. OF)  
Dr Kiyoon Chang  
Director, Animal Health Division  
Livestock Bureau  
Ministry for Food,  Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(MIFAFF)  
#1, Joogang-Dong Gwacheon-City  
427-719 Gyeonggi-do  
   

KUWAIT  
Dr Nabeela Al Khaleel  
Deputy Director General for Animal Resources  
The Public Authority for Agriculture  
Affairs and Fish Resources  
PO Box 21422  
13075 Safat  
   

KYRGYZSTAN  
Dr Baimbet Murataliev  
General Director  
Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources  
and Processing Industry  
Budennaja St. 247  
720 051 Bishkek  
   

LAOS  
Dr Khambounheuang Bounkhouang  
Directeur général  
Département de l'élevage et  
des pêches  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
et des forêts  
PO Box 811  
Vientiane  
   

LATVIA  
Dr Mareks Samohvalovs  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
General Director of Food and Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Peldu street nr. 30  
Riga LV-1050  
   

LEBANON  
Dr Nabih Ghaouch  
Directeur  
des ressources animales  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
Bir Hassan  
Beyrouth  
   

LESOTHO  
Dr Marosi Molomo  
Director of Livestock Services  
Department of Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security  
PO Box A 82  
Maseru 100  
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LIBYA  
Dr Giuma Elhafi  
General Dicrector National Center of  
Animal Health and Breeding Improvement  
Gorja Rd, PO Box 7344  
Tripoli  
   

LIECHTENSTEIN  
Dr Peter Malin  
Director  
Food Control and Veterinary Services  
Postplatz 2  
Postfach 37  
9494 Schaan  

LITHUANIA  
Dr Kazimieras Lukauskas  
Director of the State Food and Veterinary Service  
Délégué auprès de l'OIE  
Siesiku g. 19,  
LT-07170 Vilnius 10  
   

LUXEMBOURG  
Albert Huberty  
Directeur des services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture, de la viticulture  
et du développement rural  
211, route d'Esch- BP 1403  
L-1014 Luxembourg  
   

MADAGASCAR  
Dr Josoa L. H. Rakotosamimanana  
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la Pêche  
Directeur de la Santé Animale et du Phytosanitaire  
BP 291  
Antananarivo 101  
   

MALAWI  
Dr Patrick Chikungwa  
Deputy Director  
Department of Animal Health and Livestock 
Development  
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 2096  
Lilongwe  
   

MALAYSIA  
Dato' Dr Abd Aziz Bin Jamaluddin  
Departement of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry  
Wisma Tani, Podium Block  
Lot 4G1, Precinct 4  
Federal Government Administration Centre  
62630 Putrajaya  
   

MALDIVES  
Mrs Aminath Shafia  
Minister of State  
Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture  
Ghazee Building, First Floor, Ameer Ahmed Magu (20-
05)  
Male  
   

MALI  
Dr Kassoum Diakite  
Directeur National des Services Vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'Elevage et de la Pêche  
BP 265  
Bamako  
   

MALTA  
Dr Anthony Gruppetta  
Director General  
Veterinary Regulation and Fisheries Conservation and 
Control  
Veterinary Affairs and Fisheries Division  
Civil Abattoir Square  
Albert Town, Marsa  

   
MAURITANIA  

Dr Mokhtar Fall  
Conseiller techique chargé de l'Elevage  
Direction de l'Elevage  
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de l'Elevage  
BP 175 / BP 2750  
Nouakchott  
   

MAURITIUS  
Dr Deodass Meenowa  
Principal Veterinary Officer  
Division of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agro-Industry and Fisheries  
Reduit  
   

MEXICO  
Dr Francisco Velarde García  
Director General de Salud Animal  
Secretaría de Agricultura,  
Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural,  
Pesca y Alimentación  
Municipio Libre No377, piso 7, Ala B  
Santa Cruz Atoyac  
CP 03310, México DF  
 

MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES OF)  
Dr Gibson Susumu  
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Agriculture  
Department of Resources and Development  
PO Box 12 - Palikir Station  
Pohnpei FM 96941  

 
MOLDOVA  

Dr Mudreac Radu 
Director General 
Sanitary, Veterinary and Animal Origin  
Food Inspection Agency  
Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry  
Boulvd. Shtefan cel Mare, 162  
MD-2004 Chisinau  
   

MONGOLIA  
Dr Doloonjin Orgil  
Director  
Department of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Food and Agriculture  
Enkhaivan Avenue 16a  
Government Building#9  
Ulaanbaatar 210349  
   

MONTENEGRO  
Dr Ivan Popovic  
Director  
Veterinary Administration  
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 
Management  
Bul. Sv. Petra Cetinjskog 9  
Podgorica  
   

MOROCCO  
Dr Hamid Benazzou  
Chef de la Division de la santé animale  
Ministère de l'agriculture,  
du développement rural et des  
eaux et forêts  
BP 607 Quartier administratif  
Rabat - Chellah  
   

MOZAMBIQUE  
Dr Florencia A. Massango Cipriano  
Director of veterinary Services  
National Directorate of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development  
Praça dos Heróis Moçambicanos  
CP 1406  
Maputo  
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MYANMAR  
Dr Aung Gyi 
Acting Director General 
Livestock Breeding and 
Veterinary Department 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 
Insein, Yangon  
   

NAMIBIA  
Dr Albertina Shilongo  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Water  
and Forestry  
Private Bag 12022  
Government Park  
Luther Street  
Windhoek 9000  
   

NEPAL  
Dr Purushottam Prasad Mainali  
Director General  
Department of Livestock Services  
Hariharbhawan  
Kathmandu  

 
NETHERLANDS  

Dr Peter W. de Leeuw  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature Management  
and Fisheries  
Bezuidenhoutseweg 73  
P.. Box 20401  
2500 EK The Hague  
   

NEW CALEDONIA  
Dr Christian Desoutter  
Directeur des affaires vétérinaires,  
alimentaires et rurales  
209, rue A. Bénébig, Ht.-Magenta, B.P. 256  
98845 Nouméa cedex  
   

NEW ZEALAND  
Dr Barry O'Neil  
President of the OIE International Committee  
Assistant Director-General  
Biosecurity New Zealand  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry  
Pastoral House  - 25 The Terrace  
PO Box 2526  
Wellington  
   

NICARAGUA  
Dr Mauricio del Socorro Pichardo Ramírez  
Director de Salud Animal  
Dirección General de Protección  
y Sanidad Agropecuaria  
Ministerio Agropecuario y Forestal  
Km 3 ½ Carretera a Masaya  
Contiguo al Gaucho  
Managua  
   

NIGER  
Dr Saley Mahamadou 
Directeur Général des Services Vétérinaires 
Ministère de l'élevage et des industries animales 
B.P. 12091Niamey  
   

NIGERIA  
Dr Junaidu A. Maina  
Acting Director  
Department of Livestock and Pest Control Services  
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Development  
New Secretariat, Area 11,PMB 135  
Garki, Abuja, FCT  
   

NORWAY  
Dr Keren Bar-Yaacov  
Director, Chief Veterinary Officer  
The Norwegian Food Safety Authority  
P.O. Box 383  
N-2381 Brumunddal  
   

OMAN  
Dr Dr Ali Abdullah Al Sahami  
Assistant Director General  
Department of Animal Health  
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries  
PO Box 467  
PC 113 Muscat  
   

PAKISTAN  
Dr R. H. Usmani  
Animal Husbandry Commissioner/CVO  
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock  
Livestock Wing  
38-Khalid Plaza, 3rd Floor  
Blue Area  
Islamabad  

PANAMA  
Dr Filiberto Frago  
Director Nacional de Salud Animal  
Dirección de Salud Animal  
Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario  
Via Tocumen  
Rio Tapia  
Panamá Zona 5  
   

PARAGUAY  
Dr Hugo Adolfo Corrales Irrazábal  
President  
Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Salud Animal 
(SENACSA)  
Km 10.5 Ruta Mcal  
Estigarribia  
San Lorenzo  
Casilla de Correa No 1110  
Asunción  
   

PERU  
Dr Oscar M. Domínguez Falcón  
Director General de Sanidad Animal  
SENASA - Ministerio de Agricultura  
Pasaje Francisco de Zela s/n - Piso 10  
Edificio Ministerio de Trabajo Jesús María  
Lima 11  
   

PHILIPPINES  
Dr Davinio P. Catbagan  
Bureau of Animal Industry  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Department of Agriculture  
Visayas Avenue, Diliman  
Quezon City 1100  
   

POLAND  
Dr Krzysztof Jazdzewski  
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer  
General Veterinary Inspectorate  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Economy  
ul. Wspólna 30  
00-930 Warszawa 76  
   

PORTUGAL  
Dr Carlos Agrela Pinheiro  
Director Geral  
Direcçao-Geral de Veterinária  
Ministério da Agricultura,  
do Desenvolvimento Rural e das Pescas  
Largo Academia das Belas Artes, 2  
1249-105 Lisboa  
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QATAR  
Dr Kassem Nasser Al-Qahtani  
Director of Animal Resources Department  
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Agriculture  
Department for Agriculture Reasearch and Development  
PO Box 2321, Doha  
   

ROMANIA  
Dr Lazar Nicolae 
Acting Director General 
National Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
General Sanitary Veterinary Department 
1B Negustori Street, Sector 2 
Bucuresti cod 02395  
   

RUSSIA  
Dr Nikolai Vlasov  
Deputy Director General  

............. Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Orlikov per., 1/11  
107139 MOSCOW  
   

RWANDA  
Dr théogène Rutagwenda  
Directeur de l'Office Rwandais du Développement des 
Ressources Animales  
Ministère de l'Agriculture et des Ressources Animales  
PO 621, Kigali  
   

SAN MARINO  
Dr Maurizio Berardi 
Responsible U.O Animal Health and Food Safety 
Secretary of State for Health and Social Security 
Via La Toscana 3 
47896 Borgo Maggiore 
   

SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE  
Dr Natalina Lima de carvalho Vera Cruz  
Directrice de l'Elevage  
Ministère de l'Agriculture  
du Développement rural et de la pêche  
Avenida Marginal 12 de Julho  
Caixa Postal 718, São Tomé  
   

SAUDI ARABIA  
Dr Abdulghani Y. M. Al Fadhl  
Director General  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Animal and Plant Quarantine Department  
11195 Riyadh  
   

SENEGAL  
Mbargou Lo  
Directeur de l'Elevage  
37 avenue Pasteur  
B.P. 67, Dakar  
   

SERBIA  
Dr Zoran Micovic  
Chief veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture and Water Management  
Veterinary Directorate  
Omladinskih Brigada Street 1  
11000 Belgrade  
 

SIERRA LEONE  
Dr Francis A R Sankoh  
Director  
Livestock Services Division  
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Natural Resources  
c/o Ambassade de Sierra Leone  
410 avenue de Tervueren  
1150 Bruxelles  
BELGIQUE  
   

SINGAPORE  
Dr Chua Sin Bin  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Agri-food and Veterinary Authority  
of Singapore  
5 Maxwell Road # 04-00  
Tower Block, MND Complex  
Singapore 069110  
   

SLOVAKIA  
Dr. Jan Pliesovsky  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
State Veterinary and Food Administration  
Botanická Str.17  
842 13 Bratislava  
   

SLOVENIA  
Dr Simona Salamon  
Deputy Director General  
Veterinary Administration  
of the Republic of Slovenia  
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food  
Parmova 53  
1000 Ljubljana  
   

SOMALIA  
Dr Habiba Sheikh Hassan Hamud 
Director of Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Livestock, Forestry and Range  
PO Box 8403 GPO 
Nairobi, Kenya  
   

SOUTH AFRICA  
Dr Bothle Michael Modisane  
Senior Manager Animal Health  
Directorate Animal Health  
Department of Agriculture  
Private Bag X250  
Pretoria, 0001  
   

SPAIN  
Dr Lucio Ignacio Carbajo Goñi  
Subdirector General  
de Sanidad Animal  
Direccion General de Ganadería  
C/ Alfonso XII, 62, 28014 Madrid  
   

SRI LANKA  
Dr Dr. Herath Mudiyanselage Swarnalatha Podimenike 
Herath  
Director General  
Department of Animal Production and Health - P.O. Box 
13  
No 1120, Kandy Road, Peradeniya  
Sri Lanka  

SUDAN  
Dr Mohammed Abdel Razig Abdel Aziz  
Undersecretary  
Federal Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries  
PO Box 293, Khartoum  
   

SURINAME  
Dr Edmund F. Rozenblad  
Director of Animal Production and Health  
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry  
and Fisheries  
Abattoirlaan - Beekhuizen  
P.O. Box 1807  
Paramaribo  
   

SWAZILAND  
Dr Roland Xolani Dlamini  
Director of Veterinary  
and Livestock Services  
Ministry of Agriculture  
PO Box 162  
Mbabane H 100  
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SWEDEN  
Dr Leif Denneberg  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
National Swedish Veterinary Services  
Head of Department for Animal Production  
and Health - Swedish Board of Agriculture  
S-551 82 Jönköping  
   

SWITZERLAND  
Dr Hans Wyss  
Directeur de l'Office vétérinaire fédéral  
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155  
CH-3003 Liebefeld-Berne  
   

SYRIA  
Dr Ziad Namour  
Director, Animal Health Services  
Animal Health Directorate  
Ministry of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform  
Bab Sharqi, Airport Square,  
Veterinary Center, Damascus  
   

TAIPEI (CHINESE)  
Dr Kwo-Ching Huang 
Chief Veterinary Officer 
Deputy Director General 
Bureau of Animal and Plant Inspection Quarantine 
Council of agriculture - Executive Yuang 
9F, No. 51, Sec 2, Chung-Ching South Road 
Taipei 100, Taiwan  
   

TAJIKISTAN  
Dr Mulodjon Amirbekov  
Head  
Main Board of Veterinary Service  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Rudaki Av. 44  
Dushanbe 734025  

 
TANZANIA  

Dr Win C.H Mleche  
Director of Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Livestock Development and Fisheries  
Temekeveterinary - PO Box 9152  
Dar Es Salaam  
   

THAILAND  
Dr Yukol Limlathong  
Director General  
Department of Livestock Development  
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives  
69/1 Phaya Thai Road Rajthewi  
Bangkok 10400  
   

TOGO  
Dr Batawui Komla Batasse  
Directeur de l'élevage et de la pêche  
Ministère de l'Agriculture,  
de l'Elevage et de la Pêche  
9, avenue des Nîmes - BP 4041, Lomé  
   

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO  
Dr Simone Titus  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Animal Procution and Health Division  
Ministry of Agriculture, Land  
and Marine Resources  
80, Abercromby Street, Port of Spain  
   

TUNISIA  
Dr Malek Zrelli  
Directeur général des Services vétérinaires  
Ministère de l'agriculture  
30, rue Alain Savary  
1002 Tunis  
   

TURKEY  
Dr Nihat Pakdil  
Deputy Undersecretary 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
Tarim ve Koyisleri Bakanhg Kampusu 
Eskisehir Yolu 9. km Lodumlu 
Ankara  
   

TURKMENISTAN  
Dr Karayev Nepes  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food  
Kdradamak village, Mollanepes Str House 16  
Ashkhabad 744000  
   

UGANDA  
Dr William Olaho-Mukani  
Director Animal Resources  
Ministry of Agriculture,  
Animal Industry and Fisheries  
PO Box 513  
Entebbe  
   

UKRAINE  
Dr Petro Ivanovych Verbitskiy  
Head of the State Department  
of Veterinary Medecine  
Ministry of Agricultural Policy  
1, B Grinchenko Street  
01001 Kiev 1  
   

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES  
Dr Thowaiba Ahli  
Head of Animal Production Section  
Ministry of Environment and Water  
P.O. Box 1509  
Dubai  
   

UNITED KINGDOM  
Dr Nigel Gibbens  
Chief Veterinary Officer  
Department for Environment,  
Food and Rural Affairs  
Area 5 Nobel House  
17 Smith Square  
London SW1 3JR  
   

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA  
Dr John Clifford  
Deputy Administrator  
USDA-APHIS-IS  
Room # 317-E  
Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building  
1400 Independence Ave, SW  
Washington, DC 20250  
   

URUGUAY  
Dr Carlos A. Correa Messuti  
Ministerio de Ganadería,  
Agricultura y Pesca  
Constituyente 1476  
Montevideo  
   

UZBEKISTAN  
Dr Nurbek Ergashovich Uldashov  
Head, Main State Veterinary Department  
Ministry of Agriculture and Water Resources  
21a Farkhad Str.  
Tashkent 700312  
   

VANUATU  
Dr Roger Phillips  
Senior Veterinary Officer  
Department of Quarantine and Livestock  
P.M.B. 9095  
Port Vila  
S.W. Pacific  



CAC/32 INF/4 Annex I 

 

 

14

VENEZUELA  
Dra. Jazmín Elvira Florio Luis  
Directora Nacional de Sanidad Animal  
Servicio autónomo de Sanidad Agropecuaria (SASA)  
Ministerio de Agricultura y Tierras  
Av. Francisco Solano López  
Cruce con Calle Pascual Navarro  
Torre Banvenez, Piso 14, Urbanización Sabana Grande  
Parroquia El Recreo Municipio Libertador  
Caracas, DTTO. FEDERAL  
   

VIETNAM  
Dr Bui Quang Anh  
Director  
Department of Animal Health  
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Development  
Phuong Mai - Dong Da  
Hanoi  
   

YEMEN  
Dr Mansoor Mohammed Al Qadasi 
Director General 
General Directorate of Animal Health  
and Veterinary Quarantines  
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation  
P.O. Box 13449  
Sana'a  
   

ZAMBIA  
Dr Moto Peter Crispin Mangani  
Deputy Director  
Department of Research and Specialist Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives  
Ridgeway 15101  
PO Box 50060  
Lusaka  
   

ZIMBABWE  
Dr Stuart K. Hargreaves  
Principal Director  
Division of Livestock and Veterinary Services  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development  
18 Borrowdale Road  
PO Box CY66  
Causeway Harare  
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Original: English 
November 2008 

REPORT OF THE EIGHTH MEETING OF THE  
OIE ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY WORKING GROUP 

Paris, 4-6 November 2008 

_______________ 

The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety (hereinafter referred to as the Working Group) met for the 
eighth time at the OIE Headquarters on 4 to 6 November 2008. 

The members of the Working Group and other participants are listed at Annex A. The Agenda adopted is provided at 
Annex B.  

Dr Kahn, Head of the International Trade Department, welcomed the members of the Working Group on behalf of Dr 
Vallat, OIE Director General. Dr Kahn emphasized the importance of the animal production food safety work 
programme of the OIE. Dr Kahn indicated that while it is clear that the OIE’s role in food safety is largely focused on 
the farm production end of the continuum, there are areas where both OIE and Codex were involved (such as 
antimicrobial resistance and biotechnology). In those cross over areas it is important that OIE and Codex and its parent 
bodies continue to co-ordinated their activities and work to ensure that there are no contradictions between OIE and 
Codex standards and that cross references are used where appropriate. She encouraged members to consider the 
strategic issues for the future work programme, as well as the ongoing standard setting work on the agenda for this 
meeting. 

Dr Kahn thanked members and especially the chairman for their ongoing support of the OIE. 

1. Update on OIE / Codex / FAO / WHO activities 

1.1. OIE  

The Working Group was informed that the OIE had proposed to the WHO to add a new article to the 
existing OIE/WHO Agreement, to provide for the possibility of OIE and Codex developing joint standards 
as appropriate to the subject under consideration and the mandates of the two organisations. This matter 
had been discussed between the Directors General of the OIE and WHO and several letters have been 
exchanged. The proposed text to be added to the OIE/WHO Agreement already exists in the OIE/FAO 
Agreement. 

The Working Group noted that the OIE Fifth Strategic Plan (2011-2015) was under development. 

Refer to agenda item 2 below for additional information.  

1.2. FAO 

Dr Domenech introduced Dr de Balogh as the leader of FAO’s Veterinary Public Health work programme 
within the AGAH Service, which addresses food safety issues associated with animal production at the 
farm level in close collaboration with the Codex Secretariat and the Nutrition and Consumer Protection 
Division of FAO. Dr Domenech advised that Dr Traoré, a veterinarian and former director of African 
Union Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR) had been appointed as the new Assistant Director General 
of FAO’s Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department. 

Dr Domenech elaborated on the ongoing FAO reform process and its possible implications for Animal 
Production and Health Division. The FAO Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) position would remain. At 
present within the Animal Production and Health Division, the Animal Health Service includes the 
Emergency Prevention System (EMPRES) and the Veterinary Public Health (VHP) activities. In addition 
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the CVO of FAO is also Head of the Emergency Centre for Transboundary Diseases (ECTAD) and the 
Crisis Management Centre (CMC), integrating the technical and operational components of FAO and 
addressing highly pathogenic avian influenza and other transboundary animal diseases. In future it is 
expected that the Animal Health Service will become an Animal Health Programme, which will still 
include EMPRES and VPH groups and will follow a global multidisciplinary approach. The recently 
established CMC - Food Chain will integrate the animal health, plant health and food safety aspects of 
emergency responses. 

Dr de Balogh introduced herself and presented the activities developed since her appointment in October 
2007. Much work had been done to establish links with other related programmes within FAO (Nutrition 
and Consumer Protection Division, Codex, Forestry and Fisheries Departments), with other international 
organizations (OIE, WHO, UNICEF, World Bank) and the private sector (SSAFE, IDF). The recruitment 
of an animal health officer working on food safety issues is being finalised. Two consultants (Eric 
Cardinale (CIRAD) and Gilles Salvat (AFSA)) have assisted in defining the Veterinary Public Health/Food 
Safety (VPH/FS) programme within the Animal Health Service through the definition of priority areas and 
activities in pilot countries. A meeting with OIE and WHO in planned for 2009 to define further the FAO 
VPH/FS work in coordination and cooperation with other programmes. So far a number of virtual networks 
on VPH/FS have been established at global and regional level for exchange of relevant information and as a 
platform for discussions.  

Dr de Balogh has coordinated the development of the FAO/OIE/World Bank biosecurity documents for 
HPAI that were presented at New Delhi and Sharm-El-Sheik meetings as well as national and regional 
desktop-simulation exercises for HPAI to strengthen coordination, cooperation and communication 
between the different sectors (animal and human health, wildlife, emergency, police, border control) This 
approach could also be further developed for other zoonotic diseases. Dr de Balogh also participated in the 
joint FAO/WHO Expert meeting on Animal Feed Impact on Food Safety (October 2007) as resource 
person and member of the secretariat of the FAO/WHO/OIE Expert meeting on Critically Important 
Antimicrobials (November 2007). 

Dr Domenech further elaborated on the Good Farming Practice Guide that resulted from a FAO/OIE 
working group and FAO is developing specific aspects to address good farming practices for different 
animal species, animal products and production systems in developing countries. He further expressed the 
importance of FAO to collaborate in the organisation of the Traceability and Animal Identification 
Conference scheduled for March 2009 in Buenos Aires, as has been recommended by the Working Group 
last year. FAO has close links to the International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas 

(ICARDA) and develops activities (e.g. workshops) in the field of animal identification in developing 
countries. 

Dr Domenech further mentioned the One World – One Health strategy that was elaborated jointly by FAO, 
OIE, WHO, UNICEF, UNSIC and the World Bank and the FAO/OIE HPAI global strategy to prevent and 
control HPAI that were both presented in Sharm El Sheik at the Sixth International Ministerial Conference 
on Avian and Pandemic Influenza (24-26 October, 2008) to set the scene to address avian influenza and 
beyond. The next steps will aim to secure ownership by countries and a more defined operationalisation, 
including funding options. Dr Domenech emphasized the adoption of the food chain approach and the need 
for interagency collaboration for addressing emerging diseases at the animal-human interface. 

Some relevant FAO weblinks are provided in Annex C. 

1.3. Codex 

Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima provided an update on the work of Codex. Detailed information is provided in 
Annex D. 

1.4. WHO 

Dr Schlundt provided an update on the work of WHO. Further information is provided in Annex E and 
information on melamine toxicity is available from the WHO website at 
http://www.who.int/foodsafety/fs_management/Melamine.pdf 

Regarding the OIE’s proposal to amend the OIE/WHO Agreement, Dr Schlundt indicated that the OIE 
should receive a final response from WHO shortly.   

2. OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code  

Dr Thiermann, President of the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (Terrestrial Code Commission), 
outlined the discussions of the Terrestrial Code Commission at its October 2008 meeting. He indicated that the 
points of main importance to the Working Group include the division into two volumes of the Terrestrial Code; 
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the report of the ad hoc Group on Trade in Animal Products (‘commodities’); finalised texts on animal feed; 
control of salmonella species in broilers and egg-producing chickens, veterinary certificates and animal 
identification. Dr Thiermann also drew the attention of members to the next meeting of the ad hoc Group on 
Salmonellosis, which would address OIE Members comments on the previously circulated text on biosecurity in 
poultry establishments.  

Dr Kahn provided some additional information on current work of the International Trade Department. Key issues 
of interest to the Working Group include the OIE initiative on Veterinary Legislation (missions being undertaken 
at the request of Members, with linkage to the ongoing work on Evaluation of Performance of Veterinary Services 
(OIE PVS)) and the production of a revised edition of the OIE Handbook on Import Risk Analysis, which will be 
undertaken by an ad hoc Group to be convened in 2009. The Working Group expressed interest in these new areas 
of work and members undertook to review and comment on the text of the revised Handbook on Import Risk 
Analysis.  

Dr Kahn reported on the work of the OIE ad hoc Group on Trade in Animal Products (commodities). The report of 
the first meeting of this Group will be released shortly, as an annex to the report of the October 2008 meeting of 
the Code Commission. This Group is looking primarily at animal diseases. The ad hoc Group recommended that 
the OIE undertake the following actions: 

a) Publications to communicate the OIE’s commitment to animal origin commodity trade; 

b) Seek funds for research to support safe commodity trade; 

c) Feedback on Members’ expectations on OIE standards in regard to commodity trade; 

d) The adoption in the Terrestrial Code of additional standards to facilitate commodity trade; 

e) Promotion of and technical support for commodity trade; 

f) Strengthening veterinary services to underpin commodity trade; 

g) Addressing antigenic variation within serotypes of FMD-SAT viruses in terms of vaccine and diagnostic 
tools improvement to help African countries to apply acceptable risk mitigation measures ensuring safety of 
commodity trade. 

In light of the availability of funding from the UK government for targeted research into some animal diseases, the 
OIE is developing project proposals to establish the infectivity of pork for CSF and of matured, pH tested boneless 
beef for FMD, to ascertain if these commodities can be safely traded regardless of the disease status of the 
exporting country/zone. 

The Working Group supported this work and requested that it be kept informed of ongoing work, specifically any 
potential changes to the Terrestrial Code chapters on food safety related zoonotic diseases. 

The Working Group stressed the importance of a product based approach and the need to ensure that this does not 
act to the detriment of diseases control programmes, especially in developing countries. To avoid this, it was 
recommended that the OIE should continue to promote strengthening of the Veterinary Services through the OIE 
PVS Tool including follow-up activities. 

Although developing countries’ Veterinary Services face many challenges, it is important that their role in 
inspection, certification and accreditation procedures is respected and priority given to strengthening them. In 
particular, approaches that are based on transferring the mandate of official Veterinary Services to the private 
sector and bypassing proper management and control of animal health and production and veterinary certification 
should not be supported.  

Dr Domenech further suggested that the OIE ad hoc Group on Trade in Animal Products should be pro-active in 
producing new proposals for commodity and processing standards and in conducting socioeconomic analysis of 
proposed approaches. The costs and benefits of taking a commodity based approach should be compared to other 
approaches and options.  

There is a clear need for reliable data and good scientific research to define how to promote commodity trade 
without risking the transmission of pathogens to animals and consumers 

Dr Domenech raised the need for OIE to include the socio-economic dimension in its standard setting process (for 
example to assess the cost-benefit of implementing specific standards and guidelines). The OIE could draw upon 
its partnership with FAO as this organisation has considerable expertise in multidisciplinary and multi-sector 
global approaches including socio-economics and long term interventions addressing the causes of disease 
emergence and can provide the developing country perspective. 
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3. OIE- FAO Guide to Good Farming Practices  

The Working Group noted that the text for the Guide to Good Farming Practices has been finalised and will be 
published as a booklet in English, French and Spanish. The FAO is preparing the text for a publication which is 
due for release in late 2008. The text was published in a recent edition of the OIE Bulletin (No. 2008-3).  

The Working Group noted that this text had been reviewed at its first meeting and that they were pleased to see 
that this work had been completed and noted that the Guide meets their expectations and will be useful to 
Members. 

The Working Group discussed the possibility of conducting further work, for example the production of a Guide to 
Good Practices in specific sectors. Dr Domenech noted that FAO has already produced several sector specific 
Guides to Good Practice. He reported that FAO will continue to work on the elaboration of guides especially for 
developing countries and consider different production systems (e.g. commercial/village level), specific products 
(meat/milk/eggs) and animal species (ruminants/pigs/poultry). 

The Working Group did not conclude it a high priority for the OIE to develop additional Guides at this time, 
preferring to await feedback from Members.  

4. Animal Identification and Traceability 

Dr Atagi of the International Trade Department joined the meeting for this item.  

The Working Group noted that Terrestrial Code Chapter 4.2. Design and Implementation of Identification 
Systems to achieve Animal Traceability, on which members had provided comment, was adopted at the 76th 
General Session in May 2008. No specific further work is planned for the ad hoc Group that developed Chapter 
4.2. but new issues may arise at the OIE International Conference (see below).   

Dr Kahn reported on progress in the organisation of the OIE International Conference on Animal Identification 
and Traceability, drawing attention of members to the changed dates for the conference, now to be held 23-25 
March 2009, in Buenos Aires. The preliminary draft programme is now available on the OIE website (in English, 
translation in progress) and the OIE is in the process of drawing up a list of speakers. 

Dr Miyagishima noted that Codex wishes to maintain high visibility at this important event. Dr Domenech 
requested that the recommendations from the 2007 meeting of the Working Group be taken into account and that 
FAO’s ongoing work on animal identification in developing countries be considered. It was agreed that there is 
scope for the OIE to collaborate with FAO in the organisation of the Conference on Animal Identification and 
Traceability. 

The EU has provided a significant financial contribution to support this conference and considers identification 
and traceability of animals and animal products to be very important. The EC has organised training seminars for 
countries exporting animal products to the EU. The next such seminar will take place in November 2008 and Dr 
Atagi will represent the OIE at the seminar.  

The Working Group discussed with Dr Vallat their proposal that the OIE collaborate with FAO in the organisation 
of the International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability to be held in Buenos Aires 23-25 March 
2009. Dr Vallat indicated that he supported this approach and that he sees the role of FAO in this context as 
supporting developing countries to apply the OIE international standards. With this in mind, Dr Vallat indicated 
that he has encouraged FAO to become involved in the conference, including via the provision of financial support 
to developing countries to participate. 

The Working Group agreed to revisit the need for any additional standard setting work on animal identification 
and traceability at its next meeting, in light of discussions at the conference. 

5. Revision of OIE Model Veterinary Certificates 

The Working Group noted that Terrestrial Code Chapter 5.10. Model Veterinary Certificates for International 
Trade in Live Animals, Hatching Eggs and Products of Animal Origin, on which members had commented 
previously, had been adopted at the 76th General Session in May 2008. 

Dr Miyagishima reported that the Codex proposed draft Generic Model Health Certificate will be discussed at the 
next meeting of Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems in November 
2008. He indicated that Codex had worked to ensure consistency with work of the OIE and the United Nations 
Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business when developing the Certificate.  

6. Terrestrial Animal Feed  

The Working Group noted that the Terrestrial Code Commission had reviewed Member comments on the draft 
Terrestrial Code chapter on the control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in animal feed. 
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The Terrestrial Code Commission accepted the recommendations made by the Working Group at their November 
2007 meeting. The revised draft will be sent out to Members as part of the Terrestrial Code Commission’s October 
2008 report and the text will be proposed for adoption at the 77th OIE General Session in May 2009.  

The Working Group noted that the 32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission in June 2009 will make a 
decision on possible new work in relation to animal feed. 

Dr Domenech reported that FAO and WHO organised a joint FAO/WHO Expert meeting on the Impact of Animal 
Feed on Food Safety (October 2007). 

Dr Thiermann reported that the OIE will develop recommendations on feed for animals that are not used for food 
production (i.e. pets) in 2009. The Working Group supported this new area of work and requested that members be 
kept informed of developments and be invited to review text in regard to relevant food safety issues. In doing so it 
noted the potential risk that controls over the use of raw materials and other ingredients in pet food may fail, that 
food intended for human consumption may be contaminated by ingredients/materials intended for pet food and 
that there are situations where humans consume food intended for pets. 

7. Aquatic Animal Feed  

Dr Kahn reported that the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission (AAHSC), at its October 2008 meeting, 
had finalised a text on aquatic animal feed. This text addresses aquatic animal health risks but not food safety 
issues.  

The AAHSC also recommended that the OIE consider extending its mandate to address the food safety 
implications of aquatic animals and aquatic animal products. Topics that may need to be addressed include 
identification and traceability, biotechnology and antimicrobial resistance but the first priority for the OIE will be 
the development of advice on the food safety implications of feed for aquatic animals. The OIE plans to convene 
an ad hoc Group to develop this text. This ad hoc Group will report to the Working Group and texts will then be 
submitted to the AAHSC for possible inclusion in the Aquatic Animal Health Code. The expansion of the AAHSC 
mandate will be considered by the International Committee in May 2009.  

The Working Group noted this positive development and agreed to review draft text prepared by the ad hoc 
Group. Dr Miyagishima indicated that the Codex Secretariat would be willing to participate in the ad hoc Group to 
ensure consistency with the existing work in Codex. 

8. Salmonellosis  

The Working Group noted that the Terrestrial Code Commission at its October 2008 meeting had reviewed 
Member comments on a draft Terrestrial Code chapter on the detection, control and prevention of Salmonella spp. 
in poultry and would issue the revised text for Member comments with a view to possible adoption in May 2009. 

The Working Group recommended that the Terrestrial Code Commission consider the inclusion of the following 
text in this chapter, Article X.X. 5., as a new point after the current point 6: 

‘While Salmonella in general contaminates poultry flocks through a number of (environmental) sources, 
Salmonella Enteritidis is characterised by its ovarian transmission pattern. Some countries have succeeded in 
and others have targets for eradicating (or significantly reducing) Salmonella Enteritidis from egg-producing 
flocks through a guided policy for eradication from the top of the production pyramid, i.e. from grandparent 
flocks through breeder flocks to layer flocks.‘ 

The Working Group noted that the Terrestrial Code Commission had received extensive comments from Members 
on the revision of Chapter 6.3. Hygiene and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production and that these comments 
had been forwarded to the ad hoc Group on Salmonellosis for review at its February 2009 meeting. The Working 
Group undertook to review a further text once this is available.  

The Working Group requested to be kept informed of progress on work in the above areas. It also recommended 
that the OIE continue to collaborate with Codex Committee on Food Hygiene, particularly in regard to the work 
on food safety aspects of salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis. The Working Group's attention was drawn to 
document CX/FH 08/40/6 "Proposed Draft Guidelines for Control of Campylobacter and Salmonella spp. in 
Chicken Meat at Step 3", which was due to be discussed at the Fortieth Session of the Codex Committee on Food 
Hygiene, to be held in Guatemala City on 1-5 December 2008.  

Dr Domenech reported that FAO, OIE and the World Bank developed a report on biosecurity for poultry which 
was presented at the Sixth International Ministerial Conference on Avian and Pandemic Influenza 
(http://www.imcapi2008.gov.eg/). This work will be followed up to test different options for the implementation 
of biosecurity in developing countries under different conditions. The feasibility/acceptability of different options 
and their cost-effectiveness will be investigated with the aim of elaborating specific guidelines on what can be 
implemented in developing countries under various production systems and in compliance with OIE norms. 
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9. Antimicrobial resistance  

Dr Erlacher-Vindel and Dr Diaz, of the Scientific Department, joined the Working Group for this item. Dr 
Erlacher-Vindel reported on the work done by the OIE over the last 5 years on the issue of antimicrobial 
resistance. In 2003, three chapters were developed for the Terrestrial Code (Chapter 6.5. Harmonisation of 
National Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance and Monitoring Programmes; Chapter 6.6. Monitoring of the 
Quantities of Antimicrobials used in Animal Husbandry, and Chapter 6.7. Responsible and Prudent Use of 
Antimicrobial Agents in Veterinary Medicine). In 2004, an additional chapter was developed for the Terrestrial 
Code (Chapter 6.8. Risk Assessment for Antimicrobial Resistance arising from the Use of Antimicrobials in 
Animals). In 2005, Chapter 6.7. was revised in light of Codex recommendations. In 2006/2007, a list of 
antimicrobials of veterinary importance was developed. The relevant principles were adopted by the OIE 
International Committee at the 74th General Session in May 2006 and the list was unanimously adopted in its 
current form by the International Committee at the 75th General Session in May 2007. 

Dr Erlacher-Vindel also reported on OIE work aimed at helping countries to implement effective legislation to 
ensure quality of veterinary medicinal products. In this context, the first OIE Regional Conference on Veterinary 
Medicinal Products was held in Africa in 2008 with the aim to support harmonisation and improvement of 
registration, distribution and quality control of these products. The next OIE Regional Conference on Veterinary 
Medicinal Products is planned to take place in the Middle East in late 2009.  

Dr Diaz provided an update on the 2nd Session of the Codex  ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on 
Antimicrobial Resistance (Seoul, Republic of Korea, 20-24 October 2008), where the OIE was invited to 
participate as an observer. At this meeting the Task Force agreed to consolidate three Codex documents (on Risk 
Assessment, Risk Profiles and Risk Management Guidance to Contain Foodborne Antimicrobial Resistant 
Microorganisms) into a single document entitled “Proposed Draft Guidelines for Risk Analysis of Foodborne 
Antimicrobial Resistance” and to send the document to Codex Steps 2 for redrafting by an electronic working 
group led by the USA. This working group will prepare a revised document by the end of May 2009 on the basis 
of the comments received by the end of February 2009 from Members and Observers. The revised version will 
then be circulated for comment at Step 3 and will be further considered at the third session of the Task Force, to be 
held in Seoul, Republic of Korea in November 2009. 

The Working Group encouraged the OIE to continue to engage closely with Codex, FAO, WHO and VICH on the 
important topic of antimicrobial resistance.  

Dr Domenech reported that the FAO/WHO/OIE Expert meeting on Critically Important Antimicrobials took place 
in November 2007. 

10. Biotechnology  

Dr Erlacher-Vindel and Dr Diaz, of the Scientific Department, joined the Working Group for this item. Dr 
Slorach, who attended the 26-29 November 2007 meeting of the ad hoc Group on Biotechnology, provided a 
summary of the OIE’s proposed approach to biotechnology issues. In future the ad hoc Group on Biotechnology 
will be divided into two separate groups: one focused on vaccinology and the other on molecular diagnostic tests. 
The priority issues for the ad hoc Group on vaccinology, which meets for the first time in November 2008, will be 
the use of biotechnology derived vaccines on animals. The OIE will first consider the animal health implications 
then the food safety implications of the use of this technology. 

Dr Erlacher-Vindel explained that the OIE would examine the animal health implications of biotechnology derived 
vaccines (including DNA vaccines) using its established ad hoc Group procedure. Dr Schlundt raised concerns 
about the process that the OIE intends to follow, urging that a tripartite (FAO/OIE/WHO) expert group be 
convened to address the food safety implications of the use of recombinant DNA vaccines. 

The Working Group noted that broad scientific expertise would be needed to address possible food safety 
implications of biotechnology derived vaccines, including both vaccine experts and experts in human health. This 
work could be done via the established OIE ad hoc Group process or via another process, such as a tripartite 
OIE /FAO/WHO expert meeting. Regardless of which approach is taken, the key consideration is that 
appropriately qualified experts be involved in this procedure and the Working Group recommended that FAO, OIE 
and WHO all be involved in nominating appropriate experts for this work.  

Dr Domenech reported that the FAO/AGN and WHO will organise an expert meeting on Nanotechnology in Food 
and Agriculture, to be held in Rome in early 2009.  

The Working Group recommended that insofar as food safety issues related to the use of nanotechnology in 
animal vaccines are concerned, the OIE and the Working Group should be involved.  
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11. Application for OIE Collaborating Centre for Animal Feed Safety and Analysis  

The Working Group noted the application of a Japanese institute for recognition as an OIE Collaborating Centre 
for Animal Feed Safety and Analysis and asked the OIE International Trade Department to forward the application 
according to the OIE’s established procedures. 

12. World Bank Study - Livestock and Slaughter Waste Management  

Dr Kahn briefly summarised the discussions held at the June 2008 meeting on the World Bank project on 
Livestock and Slaughter Waste Management. The World Bank may wish to conduct some further work on the 
environmental impacts of livestock and slaughter effluent in collaboration with the OIE and FAO. Dr Domenech 
commented that the FAO’s LEAD programme has collected extensive information on the issue of livestock 
production/ processing waste in developing countries. FAO would be interested to collaborate in this work, should 
it proceed.  

Dr Domenech proposed that the OIE and the World Bank liaise with FAO and take into account the work done 
under the LEAD programme. 

13. Other business 

No other business was raised. 

14. Work Programme for 2009 

The Working Group considered that to a considerable degree it had achieved many of the goals established at its 
first meeting and that the time had come to re-examine the Working Group’s mandate and modus operandi with a 
view to ensuring its ongoing relevance. It agreed that this should be a major item of discussion at its next meeting. 
As a special case, the Working Group requested the Director General prepare a discussion paper on identifying the 
priority pathogens for standard setting activities in the animal production food safety area.   

Dr Vallat joined the Working Group to discuss the work carried out at the meeting. Dr Slorach provided an 
overview of the Working Group’s deliberations with a focus on the recommendation for a review of the Working 
Group’s terms of reference and modus operandi. Dr Vallat supported this recommendation. The Working Group 
members agreed to develop the terms of reference and modus operandi prior to the next meeting via email and 
teleconference discussions.  

The timing of release of the Working Group report was also discussed. Dr Vallat agreed with the Working 
Group’s proposal to release the report shortly after it has been approved by the Terrestrial Code Commission. This 
would allow for focal points in Member countries and territories, especially those responsible for veterinary public 
health, to receive the report in a more timely manner. This change will take effect immediately, i.e. the report of 
this meeting will be placed on the OIE internet site once it has been discussed and approved by the Terrestrial 
Code Commission, whose next meeting will take place on March 2009.  

The Work programme for 2008/09 is presented at Annex F 

15 Next meeting 

3-5th November 2009 
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Annex B 

MEETING OF THE OIE ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY WORKING GROUP 

Paris, 4-6 November 2008 

_______________ 

Adopted Agenda 

Welcome from the OIE Director General 

Adoption of the Agenda 

 

1. Update on OIE / Codex / FAO / WHO activities 

- OIE  

- FAO 

- Codex 

- WHO 

2. OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code  

- New Structure 

- New Veterinary Public Health section: future work 

- Work of the OIE on trade in animal products (commodities).  

3. Guide to Good Farming Practices  

- Update on status of publication 

- Future work   

4. Animal Identification and Traceability 

- New Terrestrial Code Chapter 4.1 Design and implementation of identification systems to achieve animal 
traceability   

- OIE International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability, Buenos Aires  

5. Revision of OIE Model Veterinary Certificates 

- Revised Terrestrial Code Chapter 5.10. Model veterinary certificates for international trade in live animals, 
hatching eggs and products of animal origin 

Annex B (contd) 

6. Terrestrial Animal Feed  

- Draft Terrestrial Code Chapter X.X. The control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in 
animal feed - Terrestrial Code Commission amendments 

7. Aquatic Animal Feed  

- Future work 

8. Salmonellosis  

- Draft Chapter X.X.X. The detection, control and prevention of Salmonella spp. in poultry – Review Member 
comments and Terrestrial Code Commission amendments 

- Draft Chapter 6.3. Hygiene and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production including member comments 

- Future work  

9. Antimicrobial resistance  
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10. Biotechnology  

- Report of the ad hoc Group meeting 

- Future Work  

11. Application for OIE Collaborating Centre for Animal Feed Safety and Analysis  

12. World Bank Study - Livestock and Slaughter Waste Management  

13. Other business 

14. Work Programme for 2009 

15. Next meeting 
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Annex C 

Relevant FAO Web links: 

1. FAO/WHO Expert meeting on Animal Feed Impact on Food Safety (October 2007): 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/a1507e/a1507e00.pdf 

2. FAO/WHO/OIE Expert meeting on Critically Important Antimicrobials (November 2007): 

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/resources/en/pubs_vph.html 

3. FAO/OIE/WB Biosecurity for HPAI: issues and options: 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0359e/i0359e00.pdf 

4. FAO/OIE/WB Biosecurity advocacy document: 

http://www.fao.org/docs/eims/upload//249466/aj132e00.pdf 

5. FAO/OIE/WHO/UNICEF/WB One World One Health 

http://www.fao.org/avianflu/documents/OWOH_14Oct08.pdf 
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Annex D 

CODEX WORK RELEVANT TO OIE APFSWG SINCE ITS LAST MEETING 

(October 2007 – October 2008) 

A. 31st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (30 June - 4 July 2008)1 

In accordance with the “Guidelines for Cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and 
International Intergovernmental Organizations in the Elaboration of Standards and Related Texts” and its 
decision at the 28th Session, the Commission was informed of the OIE activities relevant to Codex work2. In 
replying to the statement of Dr Vallat, Director-General of OIE, delegations pointed out that strengthened 
collaboration with OIE was important to ensure that the risk-based approach be applied in the pre-harvest sector 
of the food chain, especially in addressing the control of microorganisms in animal products, currently 
undertaken by the Committee on Food Hygiene. It was also pointed out that this strengthened collaboration 
would minimize potential overlaps in the work of the two organizations, would prevent the setting of 
contradictory standards, and was consistent with Goal 4 and Activity 4.4 of the Codex Strategic Plan 2008-2013. 
The Commission concluded its discussion by noting that collaboration with the OIE had considerably enhanced 
over the years and needed to continue to be strengthened, in particular in the area of control of microorganisms 
in animal products (ALINORM 08/31/REP paras 190-195).  

The 31st Session of Commission adopted 35 new or revised Codex standards or related texts, several 
amendments to the Procedural Manual and a number of new work proposals.  

i) Texts adopted 

Texts adopted, relevant to the OIE, include: 

  Live and Raw Bivalve Molluscs and relevant Definitions for inclusion in the Code of Practice for 
Fish and Fishery Products (CAC/RCP 52-2003) 3 

  Standard for Raw and Live Bivalve Molluscs (CODEX STAN 292-2008) 

  Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products (CAC/GL 67-2008)4 

  Maximum Residues Limits (MRLs) for Veterinary Drugs (colistin and erythromycin) (CAC/MRL 
2)5 

  Annex II on the Guidance on Microbiological Risk Management Metrics to the Principles and 
Guidelines for the Conduct of Microbiological Risk Management (CAC/GL 63-2007)6 

  Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated 
with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003)7 

  Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA 
Animals (CAC/GL 68-2008) 

  Revised Recommended International Code of Practice for the Processing and Handling of Quick 
Frozen Foods (CAC/RCP 8-1976)8 

ii) New work 

New work items approved by the 31st Session of the Commission, relevant to the OIE, include: 

Codex Intergovernmental Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance:  

  Science-based Risk Assessment Guidance Regarding Food-borne Antimicrobial Resistant 
Microorganisms (job number N01-2008);  

                                                           

1 Report of the 31st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission is available on Codex website : 
http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/report/698/al31REPe.pdf  
2 CAC/31 INF/4 “OIE Contribution to the 31st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission” 
3 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/10273/CXP_052e.pdf  
4 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/11027/cxg_067e.pdf  
5 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/45/MRL2_e.pdf  
6 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/10741/cxg_063e.pdf  
7 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/10047/CXG_053e.pdf  
8 http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/285/CXP_008e.pdf  
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  Risk Management Guidance to Contain Food-borne Antimicrobial Resistant Microorganisms (job 
number N02-2008); and  

  Guidance on Creating Risk Profiles for Antimicrobial Resistant Food-borne Microorganisms for 
Setting Risk Assessment and Management Priorities (job number N03-2008). 

Codex Committee on Food Hygiene: 

  Code of Hygienic Practice for Vibrio Species in Seafood (job number N05-2008). 

Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems: 

  Principles and Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign on-Site Audits and Inspections (job number 
N07-2008); and 

  Annex to the Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates 
(CAC/GL 38-2001): Generic Model Health Certificate (job number N08-2008). 

iii) Officers of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

The Commission elected Ms Karen HULEBAK (USA) as the new Chairperson and Mr Sanjay DAVE 
(India), Mr Ben MANYINDO (Uganda), and Mr Knud ØSTERGAARD (Denmark) as vice-Chairpersons. 

B. Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products 

The Committee on Fish and Fishery Products continues to work on the development of the Code of Practice for 
Fish and Fishery Products, which integrates the revision of all existing Codes of Practice applying to fish and 
fishery products and several new sections. The revision was intended to reflect a risk-based approach and to 
integrate the application of the HACCP system, while ensuring consistency of food hygiene provisions with the 
General Principles of Food Hygiene and other relevant Codex texts. All existing codes have been integrated into 
a single Code, which covers both food safety and quality provisions. The general sections and many sections 
corresponding to previous codes have been finalised and adopted by the Commission between 2003 and 2008. 
The Code of Practice includes a Section on Aquaculture in which reference is made to the OIE International 
Aquatic Animal Health Code. The sections remaining to be finalised are the Draft Sections on Lobsters and 
Crabs, and the Proposed Draft Section on Smoked Fish.  

The two texts adopted by the 31st Session of the Commission i.e. Standard for Live and Raw Bivalve Molluscs; 
and Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery Products (Live and Raw Bivalve Molluscs) provide guidance on 
microbiological contamination, biotoxins, control measures and methodology and is based on scientific advice 
provided by FAO/WHO. Further scientific advice is being sought from FAO/WHO on the estimation of risk 
mitigation for Salmonella in bivalve molluscs when different sampling plans and microbiological criteria are 
used, for future review of the criteria and sampling plans for Salmonella in the Standard for Live and Raw 
Bivalve Molluscs. 

The next 30th session of the Committee will be held on 28 September - 2 October 2009 in Morocco.  

C. Codex Task Force on Foods Derived from Biotechnology  

The 7th Session of the Task Force (24-28 September 2007) completed, among others, its work on the Guideline 
for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA Animals, which was 
adopted by the 31st Session of the Commission.  

The Task Force welcomed the recommendations from the 2007 FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on the Safety of 
Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA Animals, especially those addressed to FAO, WHO and OIE, which, 
among others, called for a joint FAO/WHO/OIE expert group to consider the animal health and food safety 
issues raised by recombinant-DNA vaccines. The Task Force noted that these agencies would further discuss 
priorities and concrete modalities for conducting joint activities, including issues on food safety assessment of 
recombinant-DNA vaccines. 

The Task Force was later informed by the Representative of the OIE that as a follow-up to the FAO/WHO 
Expert Consultation on the Safety Assessment of Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA animals, the OIE 
would convene an expert meeting, jointly with FAO and WHO, probably in 2008, to consider the issues related 
to the animals with non-heritable recombinant-DNA constructs including recombinant-DNA vaccines. 

The Task Force, having completed its work (one year ahead its schedule) was dissolved by the 31st Session of 
the Commission (ALINORM 08/31/REP para. 214). 
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D. Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems  

The 16th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (29-
30 November 2007), completed its work on Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003. The 
Appendix, adopted by the 31st session of the Commission, provides guidance to assist exporting and importing 
countries in undertaking an equivalence determination of sanitary measure and clarifies certain aspect of the 
Guidelines. 

The Committee also forwarded to the 31st Session of the Commission for approval two project documents for 
new work on the development of: i) Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign Audit Team Inspections; and ii) 
Generic Model Health Certificate as an Annex to the Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of 
Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001). It further agreed to revise the discussion papers on the Need 
for Guidance for National Food Inspection Systems and Guidance on Traceability/ Product Tracing for 
consideration at its next session. 

A report on OIE activities relevant to the work of the Committee will be included in document CX/FICS 
08/17/3. 

E. Codex Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance  

The Task Force was established by the 29th Session of the Commission (2006) in order to develop science based 
guidance, taking full account of Codex risk analysis principles and the work and standards of other relevant 
international Organizations, such as FAO, WHO and OIE. The intent of this guidance is to assess the risks to human 
health associated with the presence in food and feed including aquaculture and the transmission through food and 
feed of antimicrobial resistant microorganisms and antimicrobial resistance genes and to develop appropriate risk 
management advice based on that assessment to reduce such risk. 

The 2nd Session of the Task Force (Seoul, Republic of Korea, 20-24 October 2008), will start working on the 
elaboration of three texts (listed below) on the basis of the reports of three working groups and comments from 
Codex members and observers.  

i)  Science-based Risk Assessment Guidance Regarding Foodborne Antimicrobial Resistant 
Microorganisms; 

ii) Risk Management Guidance to Contain Food-borne Antimicrobial Resistant Microorganisms; and  

iii) Guidance on Creating Risk Profiles for Antimicrobial Resistant Food-borne Microorganisms for Setting 
Risk Assessment and Management Priorities. 

The Task Force will also be updated on recent work done and/or being done by FAO, WHO and OIE on 
antimicrobial resistance (CX/AMR 08/2/3). 

F. Codex Committee on Food Hygiene 

The 40th Session of the CCFH (Guatemala 1-5 December 2008) will consider at Step 4 the following texts:  

i) Commodity-Specific Annexes to the Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 
(CAC/RCP 53-2003); and 

ii) Code of Hygienic Practice for Vibrio Species in Seafood. 

The proposed draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables is being prepared by a working 
group led by the United States of America. 

The proposed draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Vibrio Species in Seafood, elaborated by a working group led 
by Japan, has already been circulated for government comments. This Code covers seafood, including finfish 
and shellfish that are marketed in a live, raw, undercooked and cooked state. The target microbiological hazards 
of this Code are pathogenic V. parahaemolyticus, V. vulnificus and choleragenic V. cholerae. This Code is 
intended for seafood and is applicable throughout the food chain, from primary production through consumption. 
Based on the results of FAO/WHO risk assessment, as well as other available risk assessments and 
epidemiological evaluations, this Code will focus on control measures that can be used, where appropriate, to 
minimise and/or prevent the contamination and/or the growth of pathogenic Vibrio spp. in seafood. This Code 
highlights the key control measures that influence the frequency and extent of contamination with pathogenic 
Vibrio spp. and thus the risk of foodborne diseases caused by these pathogens. In many instances, these control 
measures are articulated in a general manner in the Recommended International Code of Practice - General 
Principles of Food Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1-1969) as part of the general strategy for the control of foodborne 
pathogens in all foods. In providing this Code, it is assumed that these General Principles of Food Hygiene are 
being implemented. The proposed draft Code is available from: ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/ccfh40/fh4003ae.pdf 
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The OIE will present a document (CX/FH 08/40/3-Add.1) to the Committee describing its activities relevant to 
the work of the CCFH. 

G. Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products 

The 8th Session of the Committee (4-8 February 2008) completed, among others, its work on the Model Export 
Certificate for Milk and Milk Products, adopted by the 31st Session of the Commission.  

The 9th Session of the Committee (New Zealand, February 2010) will continue its discussion on drinks based on 
fermented milk and on processed cheese. It is expected that, after this session, the Committee will be adjourned 
sine die. 

H. Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods 

The 31st Session of the Commission decided to return the new work proposal on the elaboration of Risk 
Management Recommendations for Veterinary Drugs without ADI and/or MRLs due to Specific Health 
Concern, proposed by the 17th session of the Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods, back 
to the Committee for further consideration (ALINORM 08/31/REP para. 93). The Commission took this decision 
in noting a proposal from the Delegation of United States of America to revise the project document to broaden 
the scope of new work on risk management decisions to also include substances for which no ADI/MRL were 
set because the information needed to evaluate human health concerns was lacking.  

In addition the Commission, after an extensive discussion, agreed to hold the MRLs for ractopamine at Step 8 
for further discussion at its 32nd Session. It requested Members to submit relevant information on the availability 
of scientific data to the 18th Session of the Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods (May 2009) 
thus allowing for a decision by the Committee regarding the inclusion of ractopamine in the priority list of 
substances for re-evaluation by JECFA. The Commission further agreed that at its 32nd Session, it would decide 
on the adoption of the MRLs for ractopamine based on the report of the 18th Session of the Committee on 
Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods (ALINORM 08/31/REP para. 58).  

The 18th Session of the Committee will be held in Brazil on 11-15 May 2009. The Committee will consider: the 
recommendations of the 70th Meeting of JECFA (October 2008); report of OIE activities including VICH; Draft 
Guidelines for the Design and Implementation of National Regulatory Food Safety Assurance Programmes 
Associated with the Use of Veterinary Drugs in Food Producing Animals; and the reports of the electronic 
working groups on: (i) Methods of Analysis for Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods; (ii) Priority List of 
Veterinary Drugs Requiring Evaluation or Re-evaluation; and (iii) Risk Management Topics and Options. The 
Committee will also consider the proposal to revise the project document to broaden the scope of new work on 
risk management decisions to also include substances for which no ADI/MRL were set because the information 
needed to evaluate human health concerns was lacking.  

I. Codex Task Force on Animal Feeding 

The 31st Session of the Commission discussed new work on animal feeding and agreed to postpone decision of 
possible new work on animal feeding until its 32nd Session. In order to facilitate discussion and decision at its 
32nd Session, the Commission agreed to establish an electronic working group, hosted by Denmark and co-
chaired by Mexico, to prepare: (i) proposal for the scope and terms of reference of future work on animal 
feeding. In doing so the working group should take into consideration the conclusions and recommendations of 
the FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on Animal Feed Impact on Food Safety; and (ii) a proposal as to suitable 
mechanisms for Codex to carry out this work, including, but not limited to, the establishment of an Ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Force (ALINORM 08/31/REP paras 177-178). 

J. Other Future Meetings 

Codex Alimentarius Commission, 32nd Session, Rome (Italy) 29 June – 4 July 2009 

_______________ 
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Annex E 

RECENT WHO INITIATIVES/ACTIVITIES ON FOOD SAFETY 

Department of Food safety, Zoonoses and Foodborne Diseases (FOS) 

 

Foodborne disease burden estimations 

Foodborne diseases threaten international public health security and economic development. As trade, travel and 
migration increase, so does the spread of dangerous pathogens and contaminants in food across borders. Diarrhoeal 
diseases alone - a considerable proportion of which is foodborne - kill 1.9 million children globally every year, but the 
true full burden of foodborne diseases is clearly larger and results from a variety of diseases arising from both 
microbiological and chemical contamination. The heaviest share of the human as well as animal burden occurs in poor 
countries and jeopardizes international development efforts, including the achievement of the Millennium Development 
Goals (particularly those relating to poverty and child mortality).  

The full extent of the burden and cost of unsafe food, however, is currently unknown. Although several initiatives are 
under way in the area of enteric diseases, no consistent global information has ever been assembled to describe the full 
spectrum of foodborne diseases.  

WHO therefore launched the Initiative to Estimate the Global Burden of Foodborne Diseases from all major causes (of 
microbiological, parasitic and chemical origin) which operates through the Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology 
Reference Group (FERG). The FERG - which is a multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary group - took up its work in 
November 2007. In addition to eminent international academics, the FERG includes UN sister organizations (FAO, 
OIE, UNEP, IARC, among others) and operates through Task Forces working in the area of enteric, parasitic and 
chemical foodborne diseases. One Task Force is dedicated to assisting countries to conduct national burden of disease 
studies to complete the burden picture. 

While FERG is focusing on the human burden of foodborne diseases, it will be using and describing the animal burden 
data particularly in parasitic diseases of livestock origin. The FERG will provide the very first global burden of 
foodborne diseases assessment using traditional epidemiology as well as summary measures of population health 
(DALYs) by 2011.This report will form the much-needed basis for the evaluation of prevention, control and 
intervention efforts in foodborne diseases at country level. 

Antimicrobial resistance 

Joint WHO, FAO and OIE activities on non-human use of antimicrobials and antimicrobial resistance continue. The 
second session of the Codex Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance took place 20-24 October 2008 in Seoul, Korea. 
Good progress was achieved, with the main outstanding issue still remaining the a definition of relevant management 
options 

FOS will establish a WHO Advisory Group on Integrated Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (AGISAR). This 
multidisciplinary group of experts (medical doctors, veterinarians, food safety specialists) will provide guidance to 
WHO on a framework that promotes surveillance integrating antimicrobial resistance data from enteric/zoonotic 
bacteria isolated from animal, food and human sources. In addition to selected experts representatives from FAO and 
OIE are invited to take part in AGISAR's activities. 

The Global Alliance for Patient Safety has established a coalition of WHO internal and external partners to address 
antimicrobial resistance, as the topic of its third Global Patient Safety Challenge. An international working group 
consisting of experts in various areas (surveillance, drug regulation, animal husbandry, research and development of 
new drugs, vaccines, infection control) will develop guidance for addressing the driving forces of antimicrobial 
resistance. The launch of the third Global Patient Safety challenge is scheduled in 2010. 

Training and education in food safety - Global Salm-Surv 

Food safety is the assurance that food will not cause harm to the consumer when it is prepared and/or eaten. The 
provision of this assurance covers an incredibly complex area of work and responsibilities. It involves multiple sectors 
of government, including Ministries of Health, Agriculture and Trade, and requires the involvement of multiple 
professional disciplines and a broad array of stakeholders. 

An effective food safety system, national and international, requires the sharing of information and expertise in order to 
face the global nature of modern food safety issues. An increasingly important role for food safety systems is the 
delivery of information, education and advice to stakeholders across the farm-to-consumption continuum. 
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WHO Global Salm-Surv is a global capacity-building network of institutions and individuals working in veterinary, 
food and public health disciplines committed to enhancing capacity of countries to detect, respond and prevent 
foodborne and other enteric infectious diseases. WHO Global Salm-Surv promotes integrated, laboratory-based 
surveillance and fosters inter-sectoral collaboration among human health, veterinary, and food-related disciplines, 
through international training courses, workshops, projects and external quality assurance. 

To date, WHO Global Salm-Surv has conducted 55 international training courses in Chinese, English, French, 
Portuguese, Spanish, and Russian for more than 1000 microbiologists and epidemiologists from over 120 countries 
around the world. 

_______________ 
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Annex F 
WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2008/09 

 

The Working Group discussed issues that had been identified at its previous meeting and that still needed to be 
addressed at some stage. The following issues for 2008/2009 were agreed: 

1. Horizontal issues 

a) Animal identification and traceability (including animals and animal products derived from biotechnological 
interventions): 

– Animal Identification and Traceability Conference 2009 – issues arising 

b) Antimicrobial resistance – Working Group to monitor Codex (Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance), 
FAO, WHO and OIE developments 

c) Good farming practices – await the reaction to the publication of the Guide to Farming Practices, 
developments in CAC (CCRVDF and possible new work on animal feed), and FAO (guidelines in specific 
farming production systems in developing countries with a focus on biosecurity matters). 

d) Draft Terrestrial Code Chapter X.X. The control of hazards of animal health and public health importance in 
animal feed - addressing the food safety issues and complementing the existing Codex international standards 
– underway through the Terrestrial Code Commission.  

 Follow developments within this area including FAO work. 

e) Petfood - be kept informed of developments within this area and review text for any relevant food safety 
issues. 

f) Food safety implications of aquatic animal feed – review text produced by an OIE ad hoc Group, taking into 
account relevant FAO work (Fisheries Department). 

g) Biotechnology – animals and animal products derived from biotechnological interventions – review text on 
potential food safety implications of biotechnology vaccines when this work is undertaken. 

h) Revision of OIE Handbook on Import Risk Analysis – review draft text. 

2. Disease-specific OIE texts 

a) Chapters of the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code on brucellosis. A further ad hoc Group meeting is to be 
held in 2009. 

b) Foodborne zoonoses  

– salmonellosis in poultry – ongoing development of Terrestrial Code chapters covering eggs and 
broilers. 

– campylobacteriosis in broilers – taking into account progress in Codex 

– OIE develop a discussion paper on identifying the priority pathogens for standard setting activities in 
the animal production food safety area (including E.coli O157:H7, parasites such as Taenia solium, 
Trichinella spiralis, and parasites in fish). 

3. Continue to strengthen relationship between OIE and Codex by: 

a) Encourage enhanced OIE input into Codex texts and vice versa. 

b) Encourage continued close collaboration between the Codex secretariat and the OIE Headquarters.  

______________ 
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RESOLUTION No. 24 

Animal Production Food Safety 

 CONSIDERING THAT  

1. The permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety, established by the Director 
General in 2002, held its eighth meeting in November 2008 and drafted a work programme for 
2009. 

2. The Working Group has developed various texts aimed at minimising food safety risks associated 
with hazards in animal production, including a Guide to Good Farming Practices for Animal 
Production Food Safety. The text has been finalised and will be published in cooperation with 
FAO in English, French and Spanish. 

3. The Working Group reviewed a revised draft document The Control of Hazards of Animal Health 
and Public Health Importance in Animal Feed, in light of comments from OIE Members and the 
Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission. The Working Group also made 
recommendations on the development of an OIE standard relating to feed for aquatic animals.  

4. The Working Group reviewed the draft Chapter on the Detection, Control and Prevention of 
Salmonella spp. in Poultry produced by an ad hoc Group, in light of comments from OIE Members 
and the Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission.  

5. The OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission continued to work together to ensure that 
standards relevant to animal production food safety developed by both organisations are 
consistent and take a ‘whole food chain’ approach to food safety, 

6. The work on animal production food safety benefits from cooperation between the OIE and the 
FAO and WHO, which provide additional expert advice and expertise in regard to food safety, 
zoonotic diseases and related issues. 

7. The proposed expansion of the mandate of the Aquatic Animal Health Standards Commission to 
address food safety was proposed for approval by the International Committee. 

THE COMMITTEE  

RECOMMENDS THAT  

1. The Director General retain the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety to advise him 
and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues relevant to animal production food safety. 

2. The participation of high level FAO and WHO experts and executive level officials and experts of 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission as members of this Working Group be maintained, to 
further strengthen the collaboration between OIE and Codex. 

3. The 2009 work programme prepared by the Working Group guide the OIE’s activities on animal 
production food safety during the next 12 months, with provision of the resources needed to 
address the identified priorities, including the development of standards for the control of all 
relevant pathogens at production level. 

_______________ 

 

 (Adopted by the International Committee of the OIE on 26 May 2009) 
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RESOLUTION No. 25 

Veterinary products 

CONSIDERING 

1. That during the 62nd General Session of the OIE in May 1994, the International Committee 
adopted Resolution No. X, endorsing the need for initiatives and programmes, supported by the 
OIE and the Delegates of the OIE Members, to foster the harmonisation of registration 
requirements for veterinary drugs, 

2. The role and the work of the OIE in promoting the responsible and prudent use of antimicrobials in 
terrestrial and aquatic animals so as to preserve their therapeutic efficacy and prolong their use in 
both animals and humans, and in promoting the monitoring of antimicrobial resistance (Resolution 
No. XXV of the 69th General Session 2001, Resolution No. XXX of the 71st General Session 2003, 
Resolution No. XXXIII of the 74th General Session 2006, and Resolution No. XXVIII of the 75th 
General Session 2007), 

3. That during the 74th General Session of the OIE in May 2006, the International Committee 
adopted Resolution No. XXXII on the recognition and implementation of OIE standards for the 
validation and registration of diagnostic assays by OIE Members, 

4. The recommendations adopted during the OIE conference on veterinary medicinal products in 
Africa, “Towards harmonisation and improvement of registration, distribution and quality control”, 
which took place in March 2008 in Dakar, Senegal, 

5. The active support of the VICH initiative (International Cooperation on Harmonisation of 
Technical Requirements for Registration of Veterinary Medicinal Products) by the OIE, 

6. The setting up by the OIE of two new ad hoc Groups on biotechnology: one devoted to vaccines and 
the other to molecular diagnostic tests, 

7. The existence of OIE, standards, guidelines and recommendations related to veterinary products 
and quality standards for veterinary laboratories and vaccine production,  

THE COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDS THAT OIE MEMBERS 

1. Promote and enhance in their respective countries good veterinary governance, which includes the 
compliance of Veterinary Services with OIE international standards, as an instrumental and 
essential prerequisite to the establishment and effective implementation of adequate and 
appropriate legislation covering all aspects of products for veterinary use, including registration, 
quality control, distribution and final use. 

2. Develop and improve international and regional cooperation in the establishment and enforcement 
of legislation to harmonise the regulatory framework between Members so as to assist countries in 
need to effectively institute and maintain such mechanisms.  

3. Allocate appropriate human and financial resources to Veterinary Services and laboratories to 
correctly implement the OIE standards and guidelines related to veterinary products and their 
control. 

4. Nominate a national focal point for OIE on matters related to veterinary products according to the 
suggested Terms of Reference and encourage his/her participation in training sessions and 
appropriate international gatherings and meetings.  

5. Promote the responsible and prudent use of veterinary medicinal products, in particular of 
antimicrobials used in veterinary medicine, and the monitoring of the potential existence or 
development of antimicrobial resistance. 

6. Actively encourage the recognition and application of the international recommendations, 
guidelines and tools developed by the OIE and adopted by the International Committee on 
veterinary products.  
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AND THAT THE OIE 

1. Continue to develop and update standards, guidelines and recommendations on diagnostic tests, 
vaccines and veterinary drugs, including antimicrobials.  

2. Continue to work on the use of biotechnologies to improve vaccines and diagnostic tests, as well as 
on the innocuity of recombinant vaccines with regard to food safety. 

3. Continue to strengthen capacity building activities including training particularly directed at 
Delegates and focal points, to enable OIE Members to organise, manage and implement 
appropriate legislation for veterinary products including registration, quality control, distribution 
and final use of veterinary products preferably using a regional or sub-regional basis. 

4. Provide and promote communication on OIE standards, guidelines, and recommendations related 
to veterinary products, particularly on veterinary drugs and vaccines.  

5. Continue to actively participate in and support VICH activities and to share outcomes with OIE 
Members with a view to promoting VICH guidelines at global level.  

6. Develop and improve collaboration with relevant international and regional organisations on issues 
related to veterinary products and, whenever appropriate, in support of the mandate of the OIE.  

7. Include and strengthen all above-mentioned matters within the Fifth Strategic Plan of the OIE.  

_______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

(Adopted by the International Committee of the OIE on 28 May 2009) 
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C H A P T E R  6 . X .  
 

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  F O R  
C O N T R O L L I N G  A N T I M I C R O B I A L  R E S I S T A N C E  

Article 6.X.1. 

 

The purpose of this Chapter is to provide methodologies for OIE Members to appropriately address the emergence or 
spread of resistant bacteria from the use of antimicrobial agents in animal husbandry and to contain antimicrobial resistance 
through controlling the use of antimicrobial agents. 

Antimicrobial agents are essential drugs for human and animal health and welfare. The OIE recognises the need for access 
to antimicrobial agents in veterinary medicine: antimicrobial agents are essential for treating, controlling and preventing 
infectious diseases in animals. The OIE therefore considers that ensuring continued access to effective antimicrobial agents 
is a priority.  

The OIE recognises that antimicrobial resistance is a global public and animal health concern that is influenced by the usage 
of antimicrobial agents in humans, animals and elsewhere. Those working in the human, animal and plant sectors have a 
shared responsibility to prevent or minimise pressures for the selection of antimicrobial resistance factors in humans and 
animals. Arising from its mandate for the protection of animal health and food safety, the OIE developed these Chapters to 
provide guidance to Members in regard to risks in the animal sector.  

The application of risk management measures should be based on international standards on microbiological risk analysis 
and supported by sound data and information when available. The methodologies provided in these Chapters should be 
consulted as part of the standard approach to prevent and reduce antimicrobial resistance.  

 



CAC/32 INF/4 Annex VI 

 

 

38

C H A P T E R  X . X .  
 

P R E V E N T I O N ,  D E T E C T I O N  A N D  C O N T R O L  O F  S A L M O N E L L A  I N  
P O U L T R Y  

Article X.X.1. 

Introduction  

This Chapter provides recommendations on the prevention, detection and control of Salmonella in poultry. 

Salmonellosis is one of the most common foodborne bacterial diseases in the world. The great majority of Salmonella infections 
in humans are foodborne with Salmonella Enteritidis and Salmonella Typhimurium accounting for a major part of the 
problem. Salmonella serotypes and prevalence may vary considerably between localities, districts, regions and countries and 
therefore, surveillance and identification of the prevalent Salmonella serotypes in humans and poultry should be carried out in 
order to develop a control programme for the area. 

In most food animal species, Salmonella can establish a clinically inapparent infection of variable duration, which is significant 
as a potential zoonosis. Such animals may be important in relation to the spread of infection between flocks and as causes of 
human foodborne infection. In the latter case, this can occur when meat and eggs, or their products, enter the food chain thus 
producing contaminated food.  

Article X.X.2. 

Purpose and scope 

This Chapter deals with methods for on farm prevention, detection and control of Salmonella in poultry, and complements the 
Codex Alimentarius Code of Hygiene Practice for Meat (CAC/RCP 58-2005) and Code of Hygienic Practice for Eggs and 
Egg Products (CAC/RCP 15-1976 Revision 2007). A pathogen reduction strategy at the farm level is seen as the first step in 
a continuum that will assist in reducing the presence of foodborne pathogens in eggs and meat. 

Hygiene and biosecurity procedures to be implemented in poultry flocks and hatcheries are described in Chapter 6.3. Hygiene 
and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production. 

The recommendations presented in this Chapter are relevant to the control of all Salmonella with special attention to S. 
Enteritidis and S. Typhimurium, as these are common Salmonella serotypes in many countries. It should be noted that the 
epidemiology of animal and human salmonellosis in a particular locality, district, region or country is important for effective 
control of Salmonella.  

Article X.X.3. 

Definitions (for this Chapter only) 

Breeders 

means poultry destined for the production of fertile eggs for incubation for the purpose of producing day-old 
chicks.  

Competitive exclusion  

means the administration of defined or undefined bacterial flora to poultry to prevent gut colonisation by 
enteropathogens, including Salmonella. 

Culling 

means the depopulation of a flock before the end of its normal production period.  

Layers  

means poultry during the period of laying eggs for human consumption. 

Poultry  

means all domesticated birds, including backyard poultry, used for the production of meat or eggs for consumption, 
for the production of other commercial products, for restocking supplies of game, or for breeding these categories 
of birds, as well as fighting cocks used for any purpose. 

Birds that are kept in captivity for any reason other than those reasons referred to in the preceding paragraph, 
including those that are kept for shows, races, exhibitions, competitions or for breeding or selling these categories 
of birds as well as pet birds, are not considered to be poultry. 
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Article X.X.4. 

Surveillance of poultry flocks for Salmonella  

Where justified by risk assessment, surveillance should be carried out to identify infected flocks in order to take measures that will 
reduce the prevalence in poultry and the risk of transmission of Salmonella to humans. Sampling methods, frequency and type 
of samples required should be determined by the Veterinary Services based on a risk assessment. Microbiological testing is 
preferred to serological testing because of its higher sensitivity in broilers flocks and higher specificity in breeders and layer 
flocks. In the framework of regulatory programmes for the control of Salmonella in poultry and salmonellosis in humans, 
confirmatory testing may be required to ensure that decisions are soundly based. 

Sampling  

1. Available methods for sampling  

Drag swabs: sampling is done by dragging swabs throughout the poultry building. 

Boot swabs: sampling is done by walking throughout the poultry building with absorbent material placed over the 
footwear of the sampler.  

Faecal samples: multiple fresh faecal/caecal samples collected from different areas in the poultry building. 

Meconium, chick box papers, dead in shell and culled chicks at the hatchery.  

Hatchery samples: throughout the hatchery, including the inner liner of the incubators. 

Additional sampling of equipment and surfaces may be performed to increase sensitivity. 

2. Sample size  

Refer to the Terrestrial Manual. 

3. Laboratory methods  

Refer to the Terrestrial Manual. 

4. Time and frequency of testing 

Time and frequency of sampling for each poultry type are listed below:  

a) Breeders and hatcheries 

i) Breeder flocks before lay 

•  Before the end of the first week of life when the status of the breeding farm and the hatchery is not 
known or does not comply with this Chapter. 

•  Within the four weeks before being moved to another house, or before going into production if the 
animals will remain in the same house for the production period.  

•  One or more times during the growing period if there is a culling policy in place. The frequency would 
be determined on commercial considerations.  

ii) Breeder flocks in lay  

•  At least at monthly intervals during the laying period.  

•  Additional testing should be determined by the Veterinary Services. 

iii) Hatcheries 

•  Testing hatcheries may complement on farm testing. 

•  The minimal frequency should be determined by the Veterinary Services. 

b) Poultry for the production of eggs for human consumption 

i) Flocks grown to be layers  

•  Before the end of the first week of life when the status of the breeding farm and the hatchery is not 
known or does not comply with this Chapter.  

•  Within the four weeks before being moved to another house, or before going into production if the 
animals will remain in the same house for the production period.  

•  One or more times during the growing period if there is a culling policy in place. The frequency would 
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be determined on commercial considerations.  

ii) Layer flocks  

•  At expected peak of lay for each production cycle (the period of time in the laying cycle when the 
production of the flock is highest).  

•  One or more times if there is a culling policy in place or if eggs are diverted to processing for the 
inactivation of the pathogen. The minimal frequency should be determined by the Veterinary Services. 

c) Poultry for the production of meat 

i) Flocks should be sampled at least once.  

ii) Where sampling occurs on farms and where there is a long period (2 weeks or more) between thinning and 
final depopulation further testing should be considered. 

iii) Where sampling occurs on farms, flocks should be sampled as late as possible before the first birds are 
transported to the slaughter house. Where this is done to allow for the implementation of control measures 
during processing, this must be done at a time that ensures the results are available before slaughter. 

Whether sampling occurs on the farm or at the processing plant, there should be an integrated system in place which 
allows for investigation of the source of positive flocks. 

d) Empty building testing 

i) Bacteriological monitoring of the efficacy of disinfection procedures is recommended when Salmonella have 
been detected in the previous flock. 

As appropriate, sampling of equipment and surfaces as well as boot swabs or drag swabs of the empty 
building after depopulation, cleaning and disinfection. 

Results from surveillance may lead to the implementation of additional prevention and control measures to reduce the 
risk of transmission of Salmonella to humans: 

a) In breeders, control measures may be implemented to reduce the transmission of Salmonella to the next generation, 
especially for trans-ovarian transmitted serotypes such as S. Enteriditis. 

b) In layer flocks control measures will reduce and may eliminate contamination of eggs with Salmonella. 

c) In poultry for meat production, control measures may be implemented at slaughter or further down the food chain.  

Article X.X.5. 

Prevention and Control measures 

Salmonella prevention and control be achieved by adopting Good Agricultural Practices and Hazard Analysis Critical Control 
Point (HACCP), and general measures detailed in Chapter 6.3. Hygiene and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production, 
in combination with the following additional measures, where appropriate. No single measure used alone will achieve 
effective Salmonella control. 

Additional prevention and control measures include: vaccination, competitive exclusion, flock culling, organic acids and product 
diversion to processing.  

Antimicrobials should not be used to control infection with Salmonella in poultry because the effectiveness of the treatment is 
limited, may mask the infection at sampling, has the potential to produce residues in meat and eggs and can contribute to the 
development of antimicrobial resistance. Antimicrobials may also reduce normal flora in the gut and increase the likelihood 
of colonisation with Salmonella. In special circumstances antimicrobials may be used to salvage animals with high genetic 
value. 

1. Day old chicks used to stock a poultry house should be obtained from breeding flocks and hatcheries that are free from 
at least S. Enteritidis and [S. Typhimurium (under study)] and have been monitored according to this Chapter.  

2. Layer and breeder flocks should be stocked from flocks that are free from at least S. Enteritidis and [S. Typhimurium 
(under study)] and have been monitored according to this Chapter.  

3. Feed contamination with Salmonella is known to be a source of infection for poultry. Therefore, it is recommended to 
monitor the Salmonella status of poultry feed, and if found positive to take corrective measures. The use of heat treated 
feeds or feeds subjected to other bacteriostatic or bactericidal treatment (e.g. organic acids) is recommended. Feed 
should be stored in clean closed containers to prevent access by wild birds and rodents. Spilled feed should be cleaned 
up immediately to remove attractants for wild birds and rodents.  

4. Competitive exclusion may be used in day old chicks to reduce colonisation by Salmonella. 
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When used, competitive exclusion should be administered according to the instructions provided by the manufacturer and 
in accordance with the standards and recommendations of the Veterinary Services.  

5. Vaccines are used against Salmonella infections caused by different serotypes in various poultry species, including single or 
combined vaccines. Vaccines produced according to the Terrestrial Manual should be used. 

If live vaccines are used it is important that field and vaccine strains be easily differentiated in the laboratory. If 
serology is used as the surveillance method, it may not be possible to distinguish between vaccination and infection with a 
field strain. 

Vaccination can be used as part of an overall Salmonella control programme. It is recommended that vaccination not 
be used as the sole control measure. 

When the status of the breeding farm and the hatchery from which the flock originates is not known or does not 
comply with this Chapter, vaccination of flocks, starting with day-old chicks, against the Salmonella serotypes known to 
be significant should be considered.  

Vaccination against the Salmonella serotypes known to be significant should be considered when moving day-old chicks 
to a previously contaminated shed so as to minimise the risk of the birds contracting Salmonella infection.  

When used, vaccines should be administered according to the instructions provided by the manufacturer and in 
accordance with the standards and recommendations of the Veterinary Services.  

Vaccination against S. Enteritidis can cause a positive reaction in Salmonella Gallinarum serological tests and needs to 
be considered when implementing measures for these pathogens. 

6. Depending on animal health, risk assessment, and public health policies, culling is an option to manage infected breeder and 
layer flocks. Infected flocks should be destroyed or slaughtered and processed to minimise human exposure to Salmonella. 

If poultry are not culled, eggs for human consumption should be diverted for processing for inactivation of Salmonella 
spp. 

7. S. Enteritidis is characterised by its ovarian transmission pattern. Countries should set targets for eradicating (or 
significantly reducing) Salmonella Enteritidis from egg-producing flocks through a guided policy for eradication from 
the top of the production pyramid, i.e. from grandparent flocks through breeder flocks to layer flocks. 

8. As far as the veterinary involvement is concerned, the responsible veterinarian should monitor the results of surveillance 
testing for Salmonella. This information should be available to the veterinarian before marketing if a veterinary certificate 
for flock Salmonella status is required. When required by the Competent Authority, the veterinarian or other authorised 
person should notify the Competent Authority if the presence of Salmonella of the relevant serotype is confirmed. 

Article X.X.6. 

Prevention of Salmonella spread from infected flocks 

If a flock is found infected with specific Salmonella serotypes of concern, the following actions should be taken in addition to 
general measures detailed in Chapter 6.3. Hygiene and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production: 

1. According to the epidemiological situation, investigations should be carried out to determine the origin of the infection. 

2. Movement of poultry flocks at the end of the production cycle should only be allowed for slaughter or destruction. Special 
precautions should be taken in the transport, slaughter and processing of the birds, e.g. they could be sent to a separate 
slaughterhouse or processed at the end of a shift before cleaning and disinfection of the equipment. 

3. Litter should not be reused. Poultry litter/faeces and other potentially contaminated farm waste should be disposed of 
in a safe manner to prevent the direct or indirect exposure of humans, livestock and wildlife to Salmonella. Particular 
care needs to be taken in regard to poultry litter/faeces used to fertilise plants intended for human consumption. If litter 
is not removed then it should be treated in a manner to inactivate infectious agents, to prevent the spread from one 
flock to the next. 

4. Particular care should be taken in cleaning and disinfection of the poultry house and equipment. 

5. Before restocking the facility, a bacteriological examination should be carried out as detailed in this Chapter and the 
Terrestrial Manual. 
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T H E  C O N T R O L  O F  H A Z A R D S  O F  
A N I M A L  H E A L T H  A N D  

P U B L I C  H E A L T H  I M P O R T A N C E  I N  A N I M A L  F E E D  

Article 1 

Introduction 

Animal feed is a critical component of the food-chain that has a direct impact on animal health and welfare and also on food 
safety and public health.  

Historically, the OIE primarily addressed animal feed as an important pathway for the entry and spread of contagious 
epidemic diseases, such as foot and mouth disease, swine vesicular disease and avian influenza. In recent years, the role of 
feed as a vector for disease agents, including zoonotic organisms, was a focus of standards development in regards to bovine 
spongiform encephalopathy. Animal feed and feed ingredients are widely traded internationally and trade disruptions have 
the potential to impact economies in both developed and developing countries. Since 2002 the OIE has expanded its 
zoonotic disease mandate to encompass animal production food safety, working in collaboration with the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission (CAC) and other international organisations. In 2006 the International Committee resolved that 
the OIE should develop guidance on foodborne zoonoses and animal feeding, complementing relevant CAC texts.  

Article 2 

Objective and scope 

The objective of this Chapter is to provide guidance on animal feeding in relation to animal health and to complement the 
guidance provided by the Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding (CAC/RCP 54-2004) which deals primarily 
with food safety, and related other Codex texts covering animal feeding, e.g. Code of Practice for Source Directed Measures 
to Reduce Contamination of Food with Chemicals (CAC/RCP 49-2001).  

This Chapter aims at ensuring the control of animal and public health hazards through adherence to recommended practices 
during the production (procurement, handling, storage, processing and distribution) and use of both commercial and on-
farm produced animal feed and feed ingredients for terrestrial animals.  

This Chapter applies to the production and use of all products destined for animal feed and feed ingredients at all levels 
whether produced commercially or on farm. It also includes grazing or free-range feeding, forage crop production and water 
for drinking. Swill feeding is a particular aspect of on-farm practice that is specifically addressed because of its recognised 
role in disease transmission.  

This Chapter deals with feed for terrestrial animals except bees. 

Article 3 

Definitions 

Feed 

means any material (single or multiple), whether processed, semi-processed or raw, which is intended to be fed 
directly to terrestrial animals (except bees). 

Feed additives  

means any intentionally added ingredient not normally consumed as feed by itself, whether or not it has nutritional 
value, which affects the characteristics of feed, health of the animal or the characteristics of products of the animal. 
Microorganisms, enzymes, pH regulators, trace elements, vitamins and other products fall within the scope of this 
definition depending on the purpose of use and method of administration. This excludes veterinary drugs. 

Feed ingredient  

means a component part or constituent of any combination or mixture making up a feed, whether or not it has a 
nutritional value in the animal’s diet, including feed additives. Ingredients are of plant (including aquatic plants) or 
terrestrial or aquatic animal origin, or other organic or inorganic substances. 

Contamination  

means the presence of a material or product in a feed or feed ingredient potentially harmful for animal or public 
health or restricted under current regulations. 
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Article 4 

General principles  

1. Roles and responsibilities 

The Competent Authority has the legal power to set and enforce regulatory animal feeding requirements, and has final 
responsibility for verifying that these requirements are met. The Competent Authority may establish regulatory 
requirements for relevant parties to provide it with information and assistance. Refer to Chapters 3.1. and 3.2. of the 
Terrestrial Code.  

Those involved in the production and use of animal feed and feed ingredients have the responsibility to ensure that 
these products meet regulatory requirements. Appropriate contingency plans should be in place to enable tracing and 
recall of non-compliant products. All personnel involved in the manufacture, storage and handling of feed and feed 
ingredients should be adequately trained and aware of their role and responsibility in preventing the introduction or 
spread of hazards. Manufacturing equipment, storage and transport facilities should be adequate and maintained in 
good working order and in a sanitary condition. 

Those providing specialist services to producers and to the feed industry (e.g. private veterinarians, nutritionists and 
laboratories) may be required to meet specific regulatory requirements pertaining to the services they provide (e.g. 
disease reporting, quality standards, transparency).  

2. Regulatory safety standards 

All feed and feed ingredients should meet regulatory safety standards. In defining limits and tolerances for hazards, 
scientific evidence, including the sensitivity of analytical methods and on the characterisation of risks, should be taken 
into account. 

3. Risk analysis (risk assessment, risk management and risk communication)  

Internationally accepted principles and practices on risk analysis (Section 2 of the Terrestrial Code; and relevant Codex 
texts) should be used in developing and applying the regulatory framework.  

Application of a generic framework should provide a systematic and consistent process for managing all biosecurity 
risks, while recognising the different risk assessment methodologies used in animal and public health. 

4. Good practices  

Where national guidelines exist, good agricultural practices and good manufacturing practices (including good hygienic 
practices) should be followed. Countries without such guidelines are encouraged to develop them.  

Where appropriate, Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point9 (HACCP) principles
 
should be followed to control 

hazards that may occur in the manufacture, distribution and feeding of feed and feed additives and feed ingredients.  

5. Geographic and environmental considerations  

Epidemiological links between potential sources of hazards for animal health or food safety should be considered 
when assessing water sources, land or facilities for suitability for the production of animal feed and feed ingredients. 
Animal health considerations include factors such as disease status, location of quarantined premises and existence of 
zones/compartments of specified health status. Food safety considerations include factors such as industrial operations 
that generate pollutants and waste treatment plants. 

6. Zoning and compartmentalisation 

Feed is an important component of biosecurity and needs to be considered when defining a compartment or zone in 
accordance with Chapter 4.3. of the Terrestrial Code.  

7. Sampling and analysis 

Sampling and analysis should be based on scientifically recognised principles and procedures.   

8. Labelling  

Labelling should be informative, unambiguous, legible and conspicuously placed on the package if sold in package 
form and on the waybill and other sales documents if sold in bulk, un-packaged form, and should comply with 
regulatory requirements and Section 4.2.10 Labelling of Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding (CAC/RCP 
54-2004), including listing of ingredients and instructions on the handling, storing and use. 

                                                           

9Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point, as defined in the Annex to the Recommended International Code of Practice - General Principles of Food 
Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1-1969).  
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9. Design and management of inspection programmes 

In meeting animal and public health objectives prescribed in national legislation or required by importing countries, 
Competent Authorities contribute through the inspection or through the auditing of animal and public health activities 
conducted by other agencies or the private sector.  

Feed and feed ingredients business operators and other relevant parts of industry should practice self-regulation to 
secure compliance with required standards for procurement, handling, storage, processing, distribution and use. 
Operators have the primary responsibility for implementing systems for process control. The Competent Authority 
should verify that process control systems and safety standards achieve all regulatory requirements.  

10. Assurance and certification 

Feed business operators are responsible for demonstrating the safety of the establishments under their control. 
Competent Authorities are responsible for providing assurances domestically and to trading partners that regulatory safety 
standards have been met. For international trade in animal product based feeds, Veterinary Services are required to 
provide international veterinary certificates.  

11. Hazards associated with animal feed 

a) Biological hazards  

Biological hazards that may occur in feed and feed ingredients include agents such as bacteria, viruses, prions, 
fungi and parasites. 

b) Chemical hazards  

Chemical hazards that may occur in feed and feed ingredients include naturally occurring chemicals (such as 
mycotoxins and gossypol), industrial and environmental contaminants (such as dioxins and PCBs), residues of 
veterinary drugs and pesticides and also radionuclides. 

c) Physical hazards  

Physical hazards that may occur in feed and feed ingredients include foreign objects (such as pieces of glass, 
metal, plastic or wood).  

12. Contamination 

It is important to avoid contamination during the manufacture, storage, distribution (including transport) and use of 
feed and feed ingredients and relevant provisions should be included in current regulations. Scientific evidence, 
including the sensitivity of analytical methods and on the characterisation of risks, should be drawn upon in developing 
this framework. 

Procedures, such as flushing, sequencing and physical clean-out, should be used to avoid contamination between 
batches of feed or feed ingredients.  

13. Antimicrobial resistance  

Concerning the use of antimicrobials in animal feed refer to Chapters 6.5. to 6.8. of the Terrestrial Code. 

14. Management of information 

The Competent Authority should establish clear requirements for the provision of information by the private sector as 
this relates to regulatory requirements.  

Records should be maintained in a readily accessible form regarding the production, distribution and use of feed and 
feed ingredients. These records are required to facilitate the prompt trace-back of feed and feed ingredients to the 
immediate previous source, and trace-forward to the next subsequent recipients, to address identified animal health or 
public health concerns (see Section 4.3. of CAC/RCP 54-2004).  

Animal identification and animal traceability are tools for addressing animal health (including zoonoses), and food safety 
risks arising from animal feed (see Chapters 4.1. and 4.2. of the Terrestrial Code ). 

 

 


