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TO: Codex Contact Points
Interested International Organisations

FROM: Secretariat, Codex Alimentarius Commission,
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
00153 Roma, ltalia

SUBJECT: Request for information on the monitoring of the application of the Standard for Fish
Oils

DEADLINE: 31 Auqust 2018

COMMENTS: To:
Codex Contact Point for Chile, Codex Contact Point for Switzerland,
Agencia Chilena para la Calidad e Federal Department of Home Affairs FDHA,
Inocuidad Alimentaria (ACHIPIA), Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office
Ministerio de Agricultura, FSVO, International Affairs,
Calle Nueva York 17 Piso 4, Schwarzenburgstrasse 155, CH-3003 Bern,
Santiago de Chile, Switzerland
Chile

Email codex@blv.admin.ch

Email: codex@achipia.gob.cl

Copy to:

Malaysian Secretariat for CCFO Codex Secretariat

Food Safety and Quality Division Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Ministry of Health Malaysia Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

E-mail: ccfo_malaysia@moh.gov.my 00153 Rome, Italy

email : codex@fao.org
BACKGROUND

The 251 Session of the Committee on Fats and Oils (CCFO25) discussed the difficulties associated with using
only the fatty acid ranges of Table 1 as a measure to determine compliance of a fish oil with Section 2.1 of the
Standard on Fish Qil. Specifically, the positive verification of the fish species used as raw material may not
always be unequivocal. It was agreed that current practice to refer to supplementary information from
traceability and certification systems could assist stakeholders (industry, control authorities). CCFO25 agreed
that a CL should be sent out after the adoption of the standard! encouraging members to monitor the
application of the standard with respect to the conformity of named fish oils with the requirements (especially
the fatty acid profile), its effect on trade and to submit this information to CCFO26. Based on that data the
Committee will evaluate whether a revision of the fatty acid profiles for named fish oils is necessary and
whether other aspects such as additional complementary criteria are needed. 2

REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

1. Codex members and observers are invited to submit information and data in relation to the application
of the Standard on Fish Oil, as directed above.

2. Comments should be submitted through the Codex Contact Point or recognized international
organizations having observer status with the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Comments should be in
accordance with the general guidance for the provision of comments (Annex I) and presented in Word file to
facilitate their analysis and compilation.

1 CAC40 adopted the standard (REP17/CAC, para 44-49 and Appendix I1I)
2 REP17/FO, para 16-28
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Named
fish oil
(as in
section
2.1or23
of
Standard)

Traded
Volume
(tons)

Value of
traded
product

Application of Standard by Reason for the Is there any
(select/tick as appropriate) application of Nonconformity
Standard identified?
(select / tick as (select / tick as
appropriate) appropriate)
Government | Stakeholder | Import Domestic YES NO
Control Control

What is the type
of nonconformity
identified?

State any positive
and or negative
effects on trade in
relation to the
application of the
Standard,
specifically on the
application of
Table 1 to verify
fulfillment with
section 2.1 and 2.3
of the Standard.

Further/addition
al comments
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