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EQUIVALENCE

Comments from Philippines and African Union

Philippines

Position

We would like to thank the United States of America for coming up with the discussion paper on achieving
alignment of existing CCFICS guidance in light of the work of developing guidance document on systems
equivalence. The diagram as provided, which logically explains the CCFICS texts, is indeed very helpful.

We are amenable in revisiting existing guidelines to remove areas of duplication and to ensure consistency in
the language use and understanding. We further believe that the current proposed draft guidelines can be
considered as a ‘mother document’ that can provide the overall framework on the judgment of equivalence
(i.e. systems), with existing Codex texts particularly to CAC/GL 53-2003 and its Appendix providing specific
guidelines for equivalence of set of sanitary measures making up a food control system associated with a
certain type of food or group of foods.

African Union

Issue

The current draft Systems Equivalence paper includes a significant number of concepts that overlap or
duplicate existing Codex Guidelines, especially the Guidelines on the Judgment of Equivalence of Sanitary
Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003) and the Guidelines
for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding Food Imports and Export Inspection and
Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999).

Position
African Union supports merging the existing documents and the draft Systems Equivalence paper.

Rationale
Referring to different overlapping documents on equivalence may be confusing to countries when determining
which text is applicable for each specific circumstance.
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