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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Commission: 

a) Adopted amendments to the Rules of Procedure and other amendments to the Procedural Manual, 
and recommended amendments to the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission for 
endorsement by the FAO Conference and by the World Health Assembly; 

b) Adopted over 20 new or revised Codex standards or related texts, including the Code of Hygienic 
Practice for Meat; 

c) Approved a number of new work proposals and proposals for discontinuation of work; 

d) Requested FAO and WHO to continue to give high priority, in the regular budgets, to Codex and 
Codex-related activities, while expressing serious concern on the WHO budgetary outlook for the 
provision of scientific advice in the 2006-2007 biennium; 

e) Agreed on the structure of and timeline for the preparation of a new Strategic Plan  
2008-2013; 

f) Endorsed a number of recommendations arising from the Review of Codex Committee Structure and 
mandates of Codex Committees and Task Forces; 

g) Deferred the decision on whether to start the elaboration of a standard on Parmesan cheese to a 
future (non dated) session, and deferred to 29th Session the decision on the establishment of a 
proposed Codex Task Force on antimicrobial resistance; 

h) Welcomed that the Trust Fund had become operational, expressed its appreciation to the donor 
countries, and requested that the criteria used in the distribution of funds be kept under review; 

i) Expressed its appreciation to FAO and WHO for their ongoing activities in support of Codex, 
namely provision of scientific advice and capacity building in food safety and quality; 

j) Elected the following Officers of the Commission: 

 Chairperson: Mr Claude Mosha (United Republic of Tanzania), 

 Vice-chairpersons: Ms Karen Hulebak (United States of America), Ms. Noraini Mohd. Othman 
(Malaysia) and Mr Wim van Eck (The Netherlands) 

k) Elected the following Members of the Executive Committee on a geographic basis: 
• Africa:  Cameroon 
• Asia:  India 
• Latin American and the Caribbean:  Mexico 
• Europe:  Belgium 
• Near East:  Egypt 
• North America:  Canada 
• South-West Pacific: New Zealand     

l) Appointed the following Coordinators: 
• Africa: Morocco 
• Asia: Republic of  Korea 
• Europe: Switzerland 
• Latin America & the Caribbean: Argentina 
• Near East: Jordan 
• North America & South-West Pacific: Samoa    

 



ALINORM 05/28/41 

 

2 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The Codex Alimentarius Commission held its Twenty-eighth Session at FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, 
from 4 to 9 July 2005. Dr Stuart Slorach (Sweden), Chairperson of the Commission presided over the session, 
assisted by the Vice-Chairpersons Dr Claude J. S. Mosha (Tanzania), Dr Hiroshi Yoshikura (Japan) and Mr Paul 
Mayers (Canada).  The Session was attended by 513 delegates, alternates and advisors from 122 Members, and 
40 international governmental and non-governmental organizations including UN agencies. A list of participants, 
including the Secretariat, is given in Appendix I to this report. 

2. The Session was opened by Mr David Harcharik, Deputy Director-General, FAO and  
Dr Kerstin Leitner, Assistant Director-General – Sustainable Development and Healthy Environments, WHO, 
respectively. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

3. The Commission adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the Session with the understanding 
that Item 17 “Appointment of Regional Coordinators” be discussed immediately following Item 3 “Reports of 
FAO/WHO Regional Coordinating Committees”.  

4. The Commission noted the division of competence between the European Community and its Member 
States, presented by the Delegation of the European Community as LIM.3 and LIM.3 Add.1, according to Rule 
II.5 of the Rules of Procedure. The Delegation of the European Community informed the Commission that the 
positions taken by the European Community were also supported by Bulgaria and Romania, for which the 
accession treaty to the EC had been signed and officially published. 

REPORT BY THE CHAIRPERSON ON THE 55th and 56th SESSIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (Agenda item 2)2  

5. In accordance with Rule IV.5 of the Rules of Procedure, the Chairperson reported to the Commission on 
the outcome of the 55th and 56th Sessions of the Executive Committee, as follows. 

6. The 55th Session of the Executive Committee had considered in particular the Strategic Planning of the 
Commission, the progress in the implementation of the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation of the Codex Alimentarius 
and other FAO and WHO Work on Food Standards; and the consultants’ Preliminary Report on the Review of 
Codex Committee Structure and Mandates of Codex Committees and Task Forces. 

7. The 56th Session of the Executive Committee had provided advice to the Commission in particular on 
the following issues: the proposals for new work and discontinuation of work; the implementation of the 
FAO/WHO Evaluation; the review of the Codex Committee structure; financial and budgetary matters; and 
matters arising from Codex Committees, FAO and WHO.  

8. The Commission endorsed the recommendations of the Executive Committee concerning the distribution 
of documents3 and agreed that the proposal of New Zealand concerning a process for the elaboration of risk-
based standards for microbiological hazards be forwarded to the Committee on Food Hygiene for consideration4.  

9. As regards Codex future work on antimicrobial resistance, the Commission discussed the proposal of the 
Executive Committee to hold an in-session working group during the Commission, to further examine the scope 
and terms of reference contained in the working documents and provide its findings to the Commission.  

10. Several delegations expressed their concern with the establishment of a working group during the 
present session as their delegates were not experts in the area of antimicrobial resistance and could not usefully 
participate in a detailed discussion by the proposed working group. The Commission agreed that no working 
group would formally be established during the current session but noted that members could hold informal 
discussions if needed, given that the matter had been under consideration in Codex for some time.  

                                                      
1  ALINORM 05/28/1; ALINORM 05/28/1A; ALINORM 05/28/1B; CAC/28 LIM 3 and CAC/28 LIM 3-Add.1 

(Statement of Competence and Voting Rights submitted by the European Community and its Member States)   
2  ALINORM 05/28/3 and ALINORM 05/28/3A 
3  ALINORM 05/28/3A, paras 88-89 
4  ALINORM 05/28/3A, paras 90-92 
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REPORTS OF FAO/WHO REGIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 3)5 

11. The Commission noted the reports of the latest sessions of the Coordinating Committees presented by 
their respective Coordinators. The Coordinating Committees expressed their gratitude for the capacity building 
activities of FAO and WHO and their appreciation for the Codex Trust Fund. They expressed the hope that the 
use of the Trust Fund would be expanded to cover training and technical assistance. The Coordinating 
Committees also discussed food legislation and food control systems in their regions, the Code of Ethics for 
International Trade, consumer participation in Codex activities and the role of coordinating committees in 
Codex. 

12. The Delegation of Morocco stated that the Coordinating Committee for Africa had requested 
clarification of the roles of the Regional Coordinating Committees and the Members of the Executive Committee 
elected on a geographical basis. At the next session, the Coordinating Committee was expected to adopt a 
Strategic Plan for the Coordinating Committee for Africa. 

13. The Delegation of the Republic of Korea reported that the Coordinating Committee for Asia was 
currently developing several proposed draft standards. The Delegation indicated that an FAO/WHO workshop 
on Functional Foods had been held in conjunction with the last session of the Committee, providing a venue for 
useful exchange of information.  

14. The Delegation of the Slovak Republic noted that the Coordinating Committee for Europe had 
discussed, among other things, issues related to the compatibility of data reporting formats for risk assessment. 
Appreciation was expressed for the seminar organized by the Netherlands in cooperation with the Government of 
the Slovak Republic, and for FAO’s and WHO’s efforts to facilitate participation of countries in transition in that 
region in Codex work.    

15. The Delegation from Argentina indicated that the Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the 
Caribbean was implementing a Regional Strategic Plan. A Circular Letter had been distributed to determine if 
the Committee should proceed with the elaboration of Guidelines for Food Safety in Tourist Zones. The 
Committee had noted that the newly established Food Safety Institute of the Americas could provide useful 
training and capacity building activities in the region.   

16. The Delegation of Jordan stated that proposed draft Regional Guidelines for National Codex Committees 
and Codex Contact Points had been put forward by the Coordinating Committee for the Near East for adoption 
by the Commission. Also, the Committee had sent three proposed draft Regional Standards for adoption by the 
Commission at Step 5.   

17. The Delegation of Samoa informed the Commission that the Coordinating Committee for North America 
and the South West Pacific had endorsed a Strategic Plan for the Region. The Committee had supported the 
enlargement of the Executive Committee to include Regional Coordinators as full members and had identified a 
need to clarify the roles of the Regional Coordinators and that of the members of the Executive Committee 
elected on a geographic basis.    

AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION (Agenda Item 4) 6 

Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure  

18. The Commission recalled that, following the recommendations of the 26th Session of the Commission 
concerning the follow-up to the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation, the Committee on General Principles had proposed 
several amendments to the Rules of Procedure. However, the 27th Session of the Commission had not been able 
to adopt these amendments due to the absence of a quorum. 

19. The Commission determined that the quorum specified in Rule V.6 for the amendment of the Rules of 
Procedure was constituted7. In accordance with Rule VII.7 and XIV.1 of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure 

                                                      
5  ALINORM 05/28/15, ALINORM 05/28/19, ALINORM 05/28/28, ALINORM 05/28/32, ALINORM 05/28/36, 

ALINORM 05/28/40 
6  ALINORM 05/28/4, ALINORM 05/28/4A (comments of Australia, Brazil, European Community, United States), 

CAC/28 LIM 13 (comments of Canada, Japan,  European Community), CAC/28 LIM 16 (comments of India), 
CAC/28 LIM 27 (comments of Malaysia) 

7  The number of Codex Member Countries [171] / 2 + 1 = 86.5; Rounded down to 86 
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and Rule XII.7 of the General Rules of FAO, the Commission proceeded to a roll-call vote for each amendment 
to the Rules of Procedure. The results of the vote are presented for each amendment as they were considered 
separately.  

Amendments to current Rules III and IV.1 concerning the enlargement of the Executive Committee and to 
current Rule XII on matters related to budget and expenses. 

20. The Commission noted that there was general support for the amendments to current Rule III. Officers, 
including new a Rule IV. Coordinators and current Rule IV.1, allowing the participation of the Coordinators as 
Members in the Executive Committee and to current Rule XII. Budget and Expenses, and proceeded to a roll call 
vote with the following results. 

Votes in favour: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, DPR Korea, Denmark, Egypt, El 
Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, 
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, 
Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Lithuania, Malaysia, Mali, 
Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, 
Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovak Republic, South 
Africa, Spain, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uruguay, United States of America, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Vietnam, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Votes against: None 

Abstaining: None 

Tally: 92 votes cast, 92 in favour, 0 against, 0 abstentions (majority required 61) 

Result: The amendment was adopted 

Amendments to current Rule IV.2 concerning the enlargement of the Executive Committee and the functions 
of the Executive Committee and consequential amendments to current Rule X. 

21. The Delegation of India, referring to its written comments (LIM 16) expressed the view that the 
functions and responsibilities of the Executive Committee in the proposed Rule V (current Rule IV.2) went 
beyond the recommendations made by the 26th Session of the Commission as a follow up to the FAO /WHO 
Evaluation, that they could not be managed by the Executive Committee itself, and would require a delegation of 
its responsibilities to various sub-committees, which might result in decreased transparency, inclusiveness and 
efficiency. The Delegation therefore proposed to delete from Rule V.2  the responsibilities relating to (i) General 
orientation and (ii) Study of special problems; and that the role of the Executive Committee in the management 
of the Commission’s programme of standards development should be limited to the critical review of new work 
against criteria adopted by the Commission for the establishment of work priorities. 

22. This proposal was supported by the Delegation of Malaysia and several other delegations who pointed 
out that it would clarify the functions of the Executive Committee. Several delegations expressed their concern 
with the establishment of sub-committees as this would create an additional burden on the Executive Committee 
and might limit its efficiency and transparency. It was also proposed to make it clear that sub-committees would 
be established only on a temporary basis.  

23. Several other delegations supported the adoption of the amendments as proposed by the Committee on 
General Principles as they resulted from extensive discussion and would strengthen and clarify the role of the 
Executive Committee. In this regard, the Commission noted that the Committee of General Principles had agreed 
to consider at its next session a discussion paper to be prepared by India on the Rules of Procedure and the 
Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts, as well as the concept of consensus. 
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24. After some further discussion, the Commission agreed to proceed to a roll call vote on the proposal to 
amend Rule V.2, as submitted by the Committee on General Principles, and the consequential amendments to 
Rule X, with the following results.  

Votes in favour: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, 
Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, 
Lesotho, Lithuania, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Norway, Paraguay, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, 
Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Slovak Republic, 
Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, United States of 
America, Vietnam, Zambia 

Votes against: Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Jamaica, Kuwait, Malaysia, Nigeria, South Africa, 
Thailand 

Abstaining: Iran, Singapore, Vanuatu, Venezuela 

Tally: 87 votes cast, 78 in favour, 9 against, 4 abstentions (majority required 59) 

Result: The amendment was adopted 

25. The Delegation of Zimbabwe later expressed its support in favour of the amendment.  

Amendment to current Rule VIII.5 Observers 

26. The Commission recalled that following the request of the 26th Session of the Commission, the 20th 
Session of the Committee on General Principles had considered an amendment to Rule VIII referring to the 
advice of the Executive Committee on the participation of NGOs in the work of the Commission. This 
amendment had also been reviewed by the 76th Session of the FAO Committee on Constitutional and Legal 
Matters. The Commission supported the amendment and proceeded to a roll call vote with the following results. 

Votes in favour: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, DPR Korea, Denmark,  
Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, 
Germany, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, Lithuania, Malaysia, 
Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, 
Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, 
Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, Slovak 
Republic, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, 
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Uruguay, United States of America, Vietnam, Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Votes against: None 

Abstaining: Vanuatu, Venezuela 

Tally: 93 votes cast, 93 in favour, 0 against, 2 abstentions (majority required 63) 

Result: The amendment was adopted 

Amendment to current Rule V. Sessions on the right to address the Chair 

27. The Commission supported this amendment and proceeded to a roll call vote with the following results. 
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Votes in favour: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, DPR Korea, Denmark,  
Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia,  
Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho, 
Lithuania, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of 
Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and Montenegro, Singapore, 
Slovak Republic, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United 
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, United States of America, Vietnam, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Votes against: None 

Abstaining: Senegal, Vanuatu, Venezuela 

Tally: 94 votes cast, 94 in favour, 0 against, 3 abstentions (majority required 48) 

Result: The amendment was adopted 

28. The Commission noted that the amendments to the Rules of Procedure would enter into force only after 
their approval by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO (Rule XIV.1). The amendments to the Rules as 
adopted by the Commission are presented in Appendix II to the present report. 

Proposed Amendments to the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission  

29. The Commission determined that the quorum specified in Rule V.6 for the amendment of the Statutes 
was constituted. 

30. The Commission agreed, by consensus, to propose the deletion of the reference to the Acceptance 
Procedure in Article 1 (d) and (e) of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, and to recommend the 
adoption of this amendment by the FAO Conference and the World Health Assembly. 

31. The Commission noted that the amendments to the Statutes would enter into force only after their 
approval by the FAO Conference and the World Health Assembly. The amendments proposed are presented in 
Appendix III to the present report. 

Proposals to Amend Other Sections of the Procedural Manual 

Amendments to the Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related texts, the General 
Principles of the Codex Alimentarius, the Guidelines for the Acceptance Procedure for Codex Standards, and 
the Terms of Reference of Subsidiary Bodies 

32. The Delegation of Australia, while supporting the abolition of the acceptance procedure, expressed  the 
view that paragraph 4 of the Guidelines for the Acceptance Procedure described important principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius and provided guidance to member countries on how to implement or give regard to Codex 
standards in developing national regulations. The Delegation therefore proposed to retain the paragraph, with the 
deletion of the sentence referring to acceptance, as a new paragraph in the General Principles of the Codex 
Alimentarius after paragraph 3 Nature of Codex Standards. This position was supported by several delegations 
and one observer. 

33. The Delegation of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European 
Community present at the session, expressed the view that this paragraph related to a procedure being abolished; 
it implied that Codex should not be involved with human health issues, which was not consistent with the 
emphasis put on Codex activities in the field of food safety and nutrition; and it assumed that Codex would not 
be involved in import issues, which was not consistent with the mandate of the Committee on Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification Systems. The Delegation therefore proposed to delete the entire paragraph as 
initially proposed by the Committee on General Principles.  
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34. After some discussion, the Commission agreed to delete all sections related to acceptance and to request 
the Committee on General Principles to review the General Principles of Codex to consider how the principles 
reflected in paragraph 4 could be integrated into the General Principles of Codex, taking into account the written 
comments made by Australia and other members.  

35. The Delegation of Chile, supported by other delegations, expressed the view that the use of Codex 
standards should be monitored in order to provide useful information on how Codex standards were adopted or 
taken into account at the national level, as an alternative to the acceptance procedure. It was also proposed that 
the Secretariat should work with the WTO Secretariat to consider how to monitor information on the use of 
Codex standards. 

36. The Commission adopted the amendments proposed by the Committee on General Principles concerning 
the abolition of the Acceptance Procedure, with an additional amendment to paragraph h) of the terms of 
reference of Coordinating Committees, as proposed in the written comments of the European Community, 
replacing the reference to “member countries” with “members”. 

Draft Risk Analysis Principles Applied by the Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants   

37. The Commission agreed with the proposal of the Delegation of Malaysia, supported by several 
delegations, to add the words “as approved by the Commission” at the end of the second sentence of paragraph 1 
a) of the Scope and adopted the Draft Risk Analysis Principles with this amendment. 

Draft CCFAC Policy for Exposure Assessment for Contaminants and Toxins in Foods and Foods Groups 

38. The Commission noted the position of the European Community, while not opposing the inclusion of 
paragraph 8 in the Draft CCFAC Policy, that only in certain cases do such comparative exposure assessments of 
proposed maximum levels provide useful information enabling CCFAC to perform a consistent policy on the 
prevention and reduction of the contamination of the food chain. The Commission adopted the Draft CCFAC 
Policy as proposed. 

Draft Revised Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities 

39. The Delegation of the United States, while not opposing the adoption of the revised Criteria, pointed out 
that the establishment of a clear and concise set of criteria and their strict application were critical to the 
management of Codex work. The Delegation expressed the view that the review of the Codex committee 
structure and mandates might lead to significant changes in the subsidiary bodies and working priorities and 
therefore the revision of the Criteria should be suspended until the review had been completed. This position was 
supported by the delegation of Japan, who reserved its position on the adoption of the revised criteria at this 
stage, proposing that consideration of the matter be pursued in the  Committee on General Principles. 

40. The Commission adopted the Draft Revised Criteria as proposed and noted that the Criteria could be 
further reviewed later if required in the light of the review of Codex Committee structure and mandates. 

Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups and Draft Guidelines on Electronic Working Groups 

41. The Commission adopted both Draft Guidelines as proposed. 

Draft Revised Principles concerning the Participation of International Non-Governmental Organizations in the 
Work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

42. The Commission adopted the Draft Revised Principles as proposed and noted that they would enter into 
force when the revised Rule VIII. entered into force. 

Draft Guidelines for Cooperation with International Intergovernmental Organizations 

43. The Commission adopted the Guidelines with the following editorial amendments proposed by some 
delegations for clarification purposes: in paragraph 3, referring to “international” intergovernmental body or 
organization; and in paragraphs 5 and 6 and the preceding sub-title, referring to “cooperating international 
intergovernmental organization”  

44. The amendments to the Procedural Manual as adopted by the Commission are presented in Appendix IV 
to the present report. 
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DRAFT STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS AT STEP 8 OF THE PROCEDURE (Agenda Item 5)8 

45. The Commission adopted the Draft Standards and Related Texts submitted by its subsidiary bodies at 
Step 8 (including those submitted at Step 5 with a recommendation to omit steps 6 and 7 and those submitted at 
Step 5 of the Accelerated Procedure) as presented in Appendix V to this report.  

46. The following paragraphs provide additional information on the comments made and the decisions taken 
on certain items. 

Fish and Fishery Products 

Proposed Draft Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery Products (Shrimps and Prawns; Cephalopods; 
Transport; Retail; and relevant Definitions) 9 

47. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Sections with the amendments proposed by the 
Committee on Food Hygiene to the Section on Shrimps and Prawns and the amendments proposed in the written 
comments of Brazil and the United Kingdom, supported by the European Community.   

Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

Proposed Draft Principles for Electronic Certification10 

48. The Commission adopted the proposed draft Principles as proposed by the Committee and noted that 
the application of electronic certification was not mandatory and that the Principles aimed at providing guidance 
to those countries wishing to implement an electronic certification system. The Commission agreed to attach the 
Principles, as an Appendix, to the Codex Guidelines for Generic Official Certificate Formats and the production 
and Issuance of Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001). 

Fats and Oils 

Proposed Draft Amendment to the Standard for Named Vegetable Oil; Amendment of Sesameseed Oil11  

49. The Commission noted that the proposal for amendments to the scope and fatty acid compositions in the 
Proposed Draft Amendment put forward by the Delegation of China at the current session had not previously 
been considered by the Committee on Fats and Oils. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Amendment 
to Sesameseed Oil as proposed by the Committee and agreed that the proposal from China would be considered 
at the next session of the Committee on Fats and Oils.   

Meat Hygiene 

Draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat12 

50. The Commission adopted the proposed draft Code with the following amendments recommended by the 
Chairperson of the Codex Committee on Meat Hygiene:  

• Para. 111, 5th dot point in the box to read:  
 “Microbiological performance objectives or performance criteria, process criteria or microbiological 

criteria that are regulatory requirements”. 
• Para. 118, 2nd dot point in the box to read: 

“Monitoring achievement of performance objectives or performance criteria”. 

                                                      
8  ALINORM 05/28/5; ALINORM 05/28/5A (comments of Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, Egypt, 

Guatemala, Mexico, United Kingdom, United States of America, Venezuela, CRN, IADSA and NHF); ALINORM 
05/28/5, Add.1; ALINORM 05/28/5, Add. 2; CAC/28 LIM 4 (comments of Australia, Brazil, China, Israel, Japan, 
New Zealand, Russia, United States of America and IFU); CAC/28 LIM 8 (comments of European Community); 
CAC/28 LIM 11 (comments of European Community); CAC/28 LIM 15 (comments of Lebanon); CAC/28 LIM 21 
(comments of EPHM); CAC/28 LIM 22 (comments of Thailand); CAC/28 LIM 25 (comments of Indonesia); 
CAC/28 LIM 27 (comments of Malaysia); CAC/28 LIM 28 (comments of Thailand); CAC/28 LIM 29 (comments 
of NHF); CAC/28 LIM 30 (comments of Argentina) 

9  ALINORM 05/28/18, Appendix III 
10  ALINORM 05/28/30, Appendix II 
11  ALINORM 05/28/17, Appendix III 
12  ALINORM 05/28/16, Appendix II; CAC/28 LIM 31 (Changes to the Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat 

recommended by the Chairperson of CCMH) 
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Nutrition and Food for Special Dietary Uses 

Draft Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food Supplements 13 

51. The Delegation of China suggested to include a specific definition for “provitamins” in the Guidelines 
and to add the following sentence after paragraph 3.1.1 “Member Countries could further decide categories of 
vitamins/provitamins and minerals that should be presented in food supplements depending on population’s own 
dietary habits on the basis of provisions mentioned above”. The Commission however noted that there were no 
specific numerical limits included in the Guidelines and that the establishment of safe upper limits could be 
considered by governments, as appropriate, based on risk assessments. 

52. One observer proposed to return the draft Guidelines to the Committee on Nutrition and Foods for 
Special Dietary Uses because: neither the Scope nor the Preamble gave any indication of the purpose of the 
Guidelines, as required by the Procedural Manual; the draft Guidelines referred to a list of vitamins and minerals 
recognized by FAO/WHO that did not exist; the Guidelines did not apply to jurisdictions that regulated vitamins 
and minerals as drugs; and the changes requested by the Delegation of China were substantial, requiring the draft 
to be returned to the Committee as per the Procedural Manual. 

53. Another observer pointed out that the work on the draft Guidelines had been carried out for more than 
ten years and it provided a solid basis for international regulation on this complex issue and encouraged the 
Commission to adopt the Guidelines as proposed. 

54. After some discussion, the Commission agreed to insert the term “only” in the third sentence of the 
Scope to add clarity and adopted the Guidelines. 

Pesticide Residues 

Draft and Proposed Draft Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides (MRLs)14 

55. The Commission noted the concerns expressed by the Delegation of the European Community for the 
draft MRL for deltamethrin (135) on leafy vegetables regarding the acute intake and for the draft MRLs for 
carbosulfan (145) on mandarin, oranges and potato, which should be subject to further evaluation by JMPR of 
the opinion of the European Food Safety Authority on variability factors. The Commission decided to return 
these MRLs to Step 6 for consideration by the Committee on Pesticide Residues and adopted all other draft 
MRLs as proposed by the Committee.  

56. The Delegation of Cuba expressed its reservation for the draft MRL for carbofuran (096) in maize for 
safety reasons, and for the draft the MRLs for clorpyrifos (017) for potatoes, which was higher than the national 
standard. 

Proposed Draft Interim MRLs Advanced for Adoption at Step 8 (I)15 

57. To the question raised by one delegation regarding the status of the Interim Codex MRLs under WTO, 
the Representative of WTO stated that Interim MRLs elaborated by Codex could assist Members when 
provisionally taking measures in accordance with Article 5.7 of the SPS Agreement.  This matter however was 
subject to interpretation by WTO Committees and the dispute settlement body. 

58. The Commission adopted the proposed draft Interim MRLs as proposed by the Committee, with the 
understanding that these MRLs would be valid for the period of four years. The Delegation of the European 
Community reserved its position on this decision. 

Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods 

Proposed Draft Code of Practice to Minimize and Contain Antimicrobial Resistance16 

59. The Delegations of Tunisia and Cuba, proposed to delete from Section entitled “Distribution of 
veterinary antimicrobials drugs in veterinary medicine” references to “other suitably trained person authorised in 
accordance to national legislation”, arguing that only veterinarians should be responsible for the prescription of 
veterinary antimicrobial drugs. The Commission however acknowledged that in some countries the legislation 

                                                      
13  ALINORM 05/28/26, Appendix II 
14  ALINORM 05/28/24, Appendix II and Appendix III 
15  ALINORM 05/28/24, Appendix V 
16  ALINORM 05/28/31, Appendix VIII 
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allowed this responsibility to authorized persons other than veterinarians and adopted the proposed draft Code 
as proposed by the Committee. The Delegations of Tunisia and Cuba reserved their position on this decision. 

Fruit and Vegetable Juices 

Draft General Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars17 

60. In considering the Standard for adoption at Step 8, the Commission acknowledged that a few matters 
concerning the endorsement of certain provisions and technical comments arising from some members and 
observers needed to be addressed or clarified as follows:   

Sections 3.4 and 9 – Methods of Analysis 

61. The Commission approved the proposal of the Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling18 to 
include an additional paragraph in Section 3.4 – Verification of Composition, Quality and Authenticity to allow 
for the endorsement of methods of analysis for composition, quality and authenticity listed in Section 919.  These 
methods would not be part of the adopted Standard at this stage but would subsequently be included in the 
Standard by the Commission after the endorsement by the Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling.   

Section 4 - Food Additives 

62. The Commission agreed to transfer the list of endorsed food additive provisions from the General 
Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars to the General Standard for Food Additives and include the reference to the 
General Standards for Food Additives (GSFA) under the Section on Food Additives of the Standard, noting that 
there was full correspondence between the products covered by the Standard and the food category system of the 
GSFA.   

63. The Commission also noted that this approach was consistent with the development of the GSFA 
although this might not be the case for other commodities which might require the list of additive provisions be 
retained in the commodity standard until the GSFA was completed in the future. The Commission therefore 
agreed to request CCFAC to examine the matter of how the endorsed list of additive provisions of commodity 
standards could systematically be incorporated into the GSFA.   

Section 5 – Processing Aids 

64. The Commission noted that the three processing aids that might entail allergenicity, i.e. isinglass and 
sodium/potassium caseinates, had been endorsed by CCFAC conditional to labelling for ingredient declaration.  
As processing aids were exempted from labelling declaration in the General Standard for the Labelling of 
Prepackaged Foods, this additional labelling requirement needed to be further endorsed by the Committee on 
Food Labelling.  The Commission noted that these three processing aids would be included in the adopted 
Standard after endorsement by CCFL.   

65. The Delegation of Cuba noted that the there might be a need to further clarify the footnotes to sulphur 
dioxide vis-à-vis which fruit juices and nectars they applied to. 

Section 6.1 – Pesticide Residues 

66. The Observer from IFU stated that most of the maximum residue limits for pesticide residues developed 
by the Committee on Pesticide Residues applied to raw agricultural commodities.  In addition, there were only a 
limited number of fruit juices for which maximum limits for certain pesticide residues had been established. The 
Observer also indicated that the matter of how maximum pesticide residue limits for raw agricultural 
commodities could apply to their corresponding processed commodities should further be clarified by CCPR.  
The Commission agreed to request CCPR to consider the opportunity for developing generally applicable 
guidance or principles in this matter.   

                                                      
17  ALINORM 05/28/39, Appendix II 
18  ALINORM 05/28/9D-Add.1, para. 6  
19  ALINORM 04/27/23, paras. 85 - 91 and Appendix VI  
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Annex to the Standard - Footnotes to apple, pineapple and orange juices on Brix Levels 

67. The Commission agreed to refer to “countries” instead of “geographical areas” and “origin” and 
amended the footnotes applying to apple, pineapple and orange juices accordingly.  The Commission agreed to a 
proposal of the delegation of the United States to add the word “and” between “11.8-11.2” and “consistent” 
under the column “minimum Brix level for reconstituted fruit juices and reconstituted purees” for orange as it 
reflected the original decision of the Task Force. 

Minimum Brix Level for Pineapple Juice 

68. The Delegation of Thailand noted that Brix levels varied widely in the country and thus, it would be 
more appropriate to set a range of values ranking from 11.00 to 12.8 as in the case of orange juice. The 
Delegation, while agreeing to retain the current value of 12.8°Brix in the Standard, proposed to transfer into the 
Table of the Annex the footnote allowing countries consistently producing pineapple juices to apply a Brix level 
below 12.8 but not lower than 10. The Commission agreed to this proposal and made consequential amendments 
to the footnotes applying to apple and orange juices for consistency.   

69. The Commission adopted the draft General Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars with the amendments 
to Section 3.4 and the footnotes to apple, pineapple and orange juices while noting that the provisions pending 
further endorsement would be considered at the 29th Session of the Commission.   

Draft Minimum Brix Level for Reconstituted Juice and Reconstituted Purée and Minimum Juice and/or 
Purée Content for Fruit Nectars (%v/v) - grape, guava, mandarine/tangerine, mango, passion fruit and 
tamarind (Indian date) juices/nectars20 

Proposed draft Minimum Brix Level for Reconstituted Juice and Reconstituted Purée and Minimum Juice 
and/or Purée Content for Fruit Nectars (%v/v) - orange, lemon, lime and pineapple juices/nectars21 

70. The Commission adopted the draft and proposed draft Minimum Brix Levels for Reconstituted Juice 
and Reconstituted Purée and Minimum Juice and/or Purée Contents for Fruit Nectars with the amendment to the 
footnotes on pineapple and orange juices (see paras.  67 -  68), for their inclusion in the Annex of the General 
Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars.   

PROPOSED DRAFT STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS AT STEP 5 (Agenda Item 6)22 

71. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Standards and Related Texts at Step 5 submitted by its 
subsidiary bodies at Step 5 as presented in Appendix VI to this report and advanced them to Step 6. The 
Commission noted that technical comments raised during the session would be referred to the relevant 
Committees for their consideration. The Commission encouraged members and observers that have submitted 
comments in writing or orally at the session to submit these comments at Step 6 of the Procedure.  

72. The following paragraphs provide additional information on the comments made and the decisions taken 
on certain items.  

Asia 

Proposed Draft Standard for Ginseng Products23 

73. The Delegations of India, Thailand and Malaysia expressed their opposition to the adoption of the 
Proposed Draft Standard for Ginseng Products at Step 5. Referring to the guidance by the 27th Session of the 
Commission, these delegations pointed out that the current provisions in the proposed draft standard extended 
beyond foods as they also referred to extracted and concentrated ginseng, which required to address the issue of 

                                                      
20  ALINORM 05/28/39, Appendix III  
21  ALINORM 05/28/39, Appendix IV   
22  ALINORM 05/28/6; ALINORM 05/28/6A (comments of Brazil, Canada, Egypt, Guatemala, Lebanon, United 

States, IADSA); CAC/28 LIM 5 (comments of Australia, China, Cuba, European Community, Indonesia, Japan, 
Kenya, the United States of America, IACFO, ICBA, ICGMA, IFAC, ELC, OEITFL, WPTC); CAC/28 LIM 10 
(comments of Argentina ); CAC/28 LIM 22 (comments of Thailand); CAC/28 LIM 24 (comments of European 
Community); CAC/28 LIM 25 (comments of Indonesia); CAC/28 LIM 26 (comments of Argentina); CAC/28 LIM 
27 (comments of Malaysia); CAC/28 LIM 28 (comments of Republic of Korea) 

23  ALINORM 05/28/15 Appendix II 
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high levels of active compounds and should therefore be redrafted so that the standard would cover only foods. 
The Delegation of India stated that the current draft standard was not generic and that the types of Ginseng 
covered in Section 2.1 should not be limited to a single variety of Panax ginseng. The Delegation of the 
Republic of Korea pointed out that the above concerns had already been considered at the 14th Session of the 
Coordinating Committee for Asia, and stressed that it would be more efficient to draft a standard for ginseng 
products with a priority given to Panax ginseng C.A Meyer and then to elaborate a standard for other species of 
ginseng based on experience and expertise accumulated in the future. 

74. The Commission agreed to return the Proposed Draft Standard for comments at Step 3 and requested 
that the Coordinating Committee for Asia address the issues above at its next session.  

Food Additives and Contaminants 

Proposed Draft Maximum Level for Total Aflatoxins in Unprocessed Almonds, Hazelnuts and Pistachios24 

75. The Delegation of Norway expressed its reservation to the proposed draft maximum level, which was 
higher than the level in their legislation (10 µg/kg). The Delegation indicated that Norway would continue to use 
this lower level because: the high carcinogenic and genotoxic effect of aflatoxins called for the application of the 
ALARA principles; the Code of Practice for the Prevention and Reduction of Aflatoxins Contamination in Tree 
Nuts would allow for further reduction in the level of contamination; the publicizing of nutritional values of 
these products might lead to an increased intake of these products; and, the sorting and processing of pistachios 
and hazelnuts, contrary to peanuts, did not significantly reduce the aflatoxins levels. 

76. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Maximum Level at Step 5 as proposed by the Committee 
and advanced it to Step 6. The Delegation of the European Community stated that their possible future 
acceptance of this level would depend on the outcome of the ongoing discussion on the maximum level for total 
aflatoxins in processed almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios.  

Proposed Draft Maximum levels for Cadmium in Marine Bivalve Molluscs (excluding oysters and scallops) 
and in cephalopods (without viscera) and in polished rice25 

77. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Maximum Levels for cadmium at Step 5 as proposed by 
the Committee and advanced them to Step 6. It noted the reservation of the Delegations of China, the European 
Community, Egypt, Norway, Nigeria, Singapore and Switzerland, concerning the maximum levels of cadmium 
in polished rice. The Commission noted the concern of the Delegations of South Africa, Thailand and Chile, 
supported by several other delegations, regarding the maximum levels of cadmium in marine bivalve molluscs, 
which were considered too low to be practicable, and in cephalopods and gastropods, and should be set at a level 
based on ALARA principles; the need to better define the range of species to which the maximum levels were 
applicable in order to avoid trade barriers created by levels set by national legislations; and the use of these 
levels for processed products, such as dried molluscs. These delegations suggested that these issues need to be 
further considered by the CCFAC. 

Food Labelling 

Proposed Draft Amendment to the General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods: Quantitative 
Declaration of Ingredients26 

78. The Delegation of the United States expressed its objection to the adoption of the Proposed Draft 
Amendment at Step 5 as four significant provisions remained in square brackets. The Delegation pointed out that 
divergent views still existed on several issues of principle requiring considerable discussion and therefore 
proposed to return the Proposed Draft to Step 3 for further consideration by the Committee. This position was 
supported by several delegations and some observers.  

79. The Delegation of Malaysia supported the adoption of the amendment at Step 5, as there had been 
consensus in the Committee on the advancement of the Proposed Draft to Step 5; significant progress had been 
made on the text after extensive discussion; and the remaining issues could be addressed by further discussion in 
the Committee. This position was supported by several delegations and some observers.   
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80. After an extensive discussion, the Commission recognized that there was no consensus on the adoption 
of the Proposed Draft Amendment at Step 5 and agreed to return it to Step 3 for further consideration by the 
Committee on Food Labelling. 

Pesticide Residues 

Proposed Draft Maximum Residue Limits (MRLs)27 

81. The Chairperson of the CCPR informed the Commission that a number of MRLs for trifloxystrobin 
proposed by the 2004 JMPR and presented in the draft report of the Committee had been inadvertently omitted 
in Appendix VI of ALINORM 05/28/24. The Commission adopted the proposed MRLs including the above at 
Step 5 and advanced them to Step 6.  

Proposed Draft Maximum Residue Levels in/on Dried Chili Peppers and Spices 28 

82. The Commission adopted the proposed draft MRLs for Dried Chili peppers including the MRLs for 
spices at Step 5 and advanced them to Step 6. The Commission noted that the MRL for monocrotophos (054) 
and pirimiphos-methyl (086) were already deleted by the CCPR and that the list of MRLs in Appendix VII of 
ALINORM 05/28/24 should be corrected accordingly. 

Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Estimation of Uncertainty of Results 29 

83. The Delegation of China expressed its concern regarding the estimation of uncertainty and indicated that 
the global food trade was impeded by the absence of internationally agreed value of confidence and compliance 
levels and suggested that this problem should be considered during further elaboration of the Guidelines by the 
Committee. The Delegation of Argentina suggested to revise Sections 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 regarding the established 
levels of confidence for exported products and for those traded in the domestic market to avoid creation of a 
double standard for foods depending on their destination.  

84. The Commission adopted the proposed draft Guidelines at Step 5 as proposed by the Committee and 
advanced them to Step 6 with the understanding that the above comments would be considered by the next 
Session of the Committee. 

Proposed Draft Risk Analysis Principles Applied by the Committee on Pesticide Residues30 

85. The Commission noted that concern regarding inconsistency between the proposed principle of the 
selection of experts for JMPR and the relevant principle for selection of experts presented in Working Principles 
for Risk Analysis for Application in the Framework of the Codex Alimentarius Commission would be 
considered during further elaboration of the document and adopted the Proposed Draft Risk Analysis Principles 
at Step 5 as proposed by the Committee. 

Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods 

Proposed Draft Maximum Residue Limits for Veterinary Drugs31 

86. The Commission adopted the Proposed Draft Maximum Residue Limits at Step 5 as proposed by the 
Committee and advanced them to Step 6 and noted the reservation of the Delegation of the United States 
concerning the maximum residue limit for pirlimycin in cattle milk. 

Quick Frozen Foods 

Recommended International Code of Practice for the Processing and Handling of Quick Frozen Foods32 

87. The Commission noted that work on quality provisions of the Code had been carried out by 
correspondence, coordinated by the US Secretariat.  The Commission also noted that all the quality provisions in 
square brackets had been removed although a few pending comments of this nature still needed to be addressed.  
The Commission further noted that some provisions involving both quality and safety aspects required further 
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work or clarification to enable finalization of the quality provisions. In this regard, some countries expressed 
concern as regards the application of DAP (Defect Action Point) analysis vis-à-vis HACCP system.   

88. The Commission endorsed the recommendation of the Executive Committee33 to return the Code to 
Step 3 for circulation, comments and finalization by correspondence as per those quality provisions identified in 
the sections containing provisions addressing both safety and quality, with a view to its adoption at Step 5 at the 
29th Session of the Commission. It was agreed that the Codex Secretariat would cooperate with the US 
Secretariat in the preparation of the Circular Letter inviting comments at Step 3. Subsequent work on the Code 
would be transferred to the Committee on Food Hygiene for finalization of hygiene/safety provisions.   

WITHDRAWAL OR REVOCATION OF EXISTING CODEX STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 
(Agenda Item 7)34 

89. The Commission approved the revocation from the Codex Alimentarius of previously adopted texts as 
summarized in Appendix VII to this report. The following paragraphs provide additional information on the 
decisions taken on certain items. 

Food Additives and Contaminants  

List of Individual Codex Maximum/Guideline Levels for Contaminants and Toxins35  

90. The Commission noted that Codex Maximum/Guideline Levels for Contaminants and Toxins were 
incorporated in Schedule I of the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Foods (GSCTF), which had 
not been officially forwarded for adoption by the Commission. Therefore, the Commission agreed to postpone 
the revocation of individual Codex Maximum/Guideline Levels as proposed by the Committee to its next 
session, pending submission by CCFAC of Schedule I of the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in 
Foods (GSCTF) to the Commission. 

General Principles for the Use of Food Additives (CAC/MISC 1-1972)36  

91. The Commission while approving the revocation of General Principles for the Use of Food Additives 
(CAC/MISC 1-1972), agreed to delete the reference to these Principles from paras 3, 4 and 6 of “Relations 
between Commodity Committees and General Committees – Food Additives and Contaminants”) in the 
Procedural Manual, as proposed by the Committee. 

Pesticide Residues 

Codex Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides Recommended for Revocation37 

92. The Commission noted that the draft MRL for deltamethrin (135) for leafy vegetables of 2 mg/kg had 
not been adopted at Step 8 and was returned to Step 6 for further consideration (see para.  55) and agreed to 
revoke the MRLs as proposed by the Committee, with the exception of the Codex MRL for deltamethrin (135) 
for Leafy vegetables (0.5 mg/kg).  

PROPOSALS FOR THE ELABORATION OF NEW STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS AND FOR 
THE DISCONTINUATION OF WORK (Agenda Item 8)38 

ELABORATION OF NEW STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 

93. The Commission approved the elaboration of new standards and related texts as summarized in 
Appendix VIII to this report. The following paragraphs provide additional information on the comments made 
and the decisions taken on certain items. 
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27th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission/Food Labelling 

Guidelines for the Production, Processing, Labelling and Marketing of Organically Produced Foods39 

94. The Commission recalled that its last session had not endorsed the proposal for new work on the revision 
of the Guidelines and had agreed to consider this issue further at the 27th session. The Commission endorsed the 
proposal of the Executive Committee that the question of the revision of the Guidelines should be referred back 
to the Committee on Food Labelling for further consideration, taking into account its overall programme of 
work40. 

Fats and Oils 

Proposed Draft Amendment to the Codex Standard for Named Vegetable  Oil; Low Linolenic Acid Soyabean 
Oil; Mid-Oleic Acid Soyabean Oil41 

95. The Commission endorsed the recommendation of the Executive Committee and did not approve this 
proposal as new work42. The Commission agreed to request the Committee on Fats and Oils to consider what 
general approach would best address the present and future requests in an efficient and continuous manner, 
which would not entail the initiation of new work. 

Proposed Draft Amendment to the Codex Standard for Named Vegetable Oil; Amendment to Total 
Carotenoids in Unbleached Palm Oil43 

96. The Delegation of Malaysia, supported by the Delegation of Indonesia, requested to extend the scope of 
the proposed amendment to total carotenoids in unbleached palm olein. However, the Commission endorsed the 
recommendation of the Executive Committee44 and approved the original proposal as new work.  

Proposed Draft Amendments to the Codex Standard for Named Vegetable Oils: Palm kernel stearin and Palm 
kernel olein45 

97. Several members supported approval of this proposal as new work in view of the importance of these 
oils in trade and the fact that the Committee on Fats and Oils would not meet before 2007. However, the 
Commission endorsed the recommendation of the Executive Committee that this proposal should, in the first 
instance, be submitted to the Committee on Fats and Oils for review46. 

Fish and Fishery Products 

Proposed Draft Code of Practice on the Processing of Scallop Meat47 

98. The Delegation of Australia drew the attention of the Commission to a related issue that had been raised 
in the Executive Committee and pointed out that in commodity standards, description, composition and quality 
factors should  reflect natural variations in these factors on a global basis in order to ensure that the standard was 
applicable on a world-wide basis and to ensure that they were not more trade restrictive than necessary to fulfil 
their objective. It was noted that the approach taken by the Committee on Fish and Fishery Products whereby a 
statement of principle replaced a numerical value in the Proposed Draft Standard for Quick Frozen Scallop 
Adductor Meat, could be used to facilitate the standard setting process. The Commission supported this view. 

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 

Proposed draft revision to the Standard for Sweet Cassava48 

99. The Commission noted the request of the Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables to revise the 
Standard for Sweet Cassava - Section 1 Definition of produce and Section 3 - Provisions concerning sizing 
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including consequential amendments to relevant sections of the Standard derived from the revisions to sections 1 
and 3 to accommodate other varieties of cassava fit for human consumption.   

100. The Commission noted divergent views on how to proceed with the standardization of varieties of 
cassava other than those covered by the Standard. The Delegation of Costa Rica, supported by a number of 
delegations, expressed concern that the inclusion of bitter varieties of cassava might have major implications to 
the provisions for the varieties of cassava presently covered by the Standard. These delegations further noted that 
the coexistence of both produce used for different purposes in the same Standard might create confusion. Some 
delegations noted that health concern associated with the level of hydrogen cyanide in bitter varieties should be 
taken into account when considering the standardization of these varieties. The Delegation of Nigeria and other 
delegations supported Codex work on bitter varieties of cassava in order to avoid or reduce technical barriers to 
trade.   

101. The Commission agreed to initiate new work on the standardization of bitter varieties of cassava, as a 
separate standard, with the understanding that the Committee might consider, at a later stage, the possibility of 
having a single Standard applicable to both types of cassava, consistent with the Codex approach to develop 
more horizontal and inclusive standards when possible.   

DISCONTINUATION OF WORK 

102. The Commission approved the discontinuation of work as summarized in Appendix IX to this report. 
The following paragraphs provide additional information on the comments made and the decisions taken on 
certain items. 

Processed Fruits and Vegetables 

Proposed draft Standard for Soy Sauce49 

103. The Commission noted views in favour of and against the standardization of this product and recognized 
that, at present, there was no consensus to continue to work on a Codex Standard for Soy Sauce. The 
Commission noted that the scope and definition of the product varied widely across national legislations, that 
there were presently no major health risks associated with this product and that safety issues could be or were 
already being addressed in the relevant horizontal committees.   

104. The Commission endorsed the recommendation of the Executive Committee50 to discontinue work on 
soy sauce within Codex, with the understanding that such decision would not prevent the Commission from 
revisiting this matter in the future and reconsider the amenability of the product for standardization, noting that 
consumers’ protection from fraudulent practices should be one of the factors to be taken into account when 
reassessing the need for standardizing this product.   

FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY MATTERS (Agenda Item 9)51 

105. The Commission noted the Codex budget proposal for 2006-2007 as contained in Table 1 of the working 
document. The Secretariat drew attention of the Commission to the fact that the budget proposal was based on 
the Zero Real Growth (ZRG) scenario of FAO, one of the budgetary scenarios to be discussed by the FAO 
governing bodies, including the FAO Conference in November 2005. If the ZRG budget proposal was approved 
by the FAO Conference, Codex would be able to basically maintain the same level of activities as in the 2004-
2005 biennium by making some further cost savings. 

106. The Commission also noted a report of FAO/WHO budgets for scientific support to Codex, prepared by 
FAO and WHO, presented as an information document in response to the request of the 54th Session of the 
Executive Committee52. 

107. The Representative of FAO called the attention of the Commission to the effort made by FAO governing 
bodies to assign high priority to the provision of scientific advice to Codex by increasing the funds allocated to 
these activities from the regular budget. The Representative also referred to the FAO activities designed to assist 
developing countries in enhancing their capacity to participate more effectively in Codex work.  
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108. The Representative of WHO informed the Commission that the budget contribution to Codex from 
WHO regular budget in 2004-2005 had increased 26% compared to that in 2002-2003, similarly to FAO, 
pursuant to the outcome of Codex Evaluation which highlighted the importance of the Codex activities for 
human health. With respect to the WHO budget for the provision of scientific advice, the Representative 
indicated that WHO had given higher priority to promoting expert advice regarding food derived from 
biotechnology and microbiological risk assessment in foods.    

109. Many delegations expressed their serious concern on WHO’s budgetary outlook for the activities related 
to the provision of scientific advice during the next biennium, with particular reference to JECFA, JMPR and 
JEMRA. Members and observers unanimously stated that high priority should be given by parent organizations 
to Codex and Codex-related activities and that these activities should be fully protected from any budget cuts. 
FAO and WHO should finance these activities at a level that meets the demand of Codex members, primarily 
through the regular budgets rather than using extra-budgetary resources. 

110. In response to the concern expressed by many delegations, the Representative of WHO urged members 
to enhance coordination between different ministries and departments at the national level, with a view to raising 
this issue in the governing bodies of WHO so that the latter could recognize the current problem and take 
appropriate action to address it. 

111. The Commission noted the views expressed by several delegations from developing countries that the 
translation of Codex documents should be made available in a timely manner so that member countries could 
fully prepare themselves for deliberations of Codex sessions, and that due attention should be paid to those 
countries whose infrastructure would not allow for receiving Codex documents only through electronic means. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION (Agenda Item 10)53 

112. The Commission recalled that its 27th Session had agreed to initiate the preparation for a new Strategic 
Plan for the period 2008-201354 and that the 55th Session of the Executive Committee had discussed the structure 
and format of the Plan as well as ways to further proceed with the development of the Plan. 

113. The Commission noted of the recommendation of the 55th Session of the Executive Committee55, as 
follows: 

• A new Strategic Plan would comprise three parts: the first part (Part 1) broadly stating Commission-
wide objectives, the second part (Part 2) listing achievable outputs covering the areas for priority 
action by subsidiary bodies and the third part (Part 3) setting out the working timetables by 
subsidiary bodies with the indication of a timeframe for each of the activities being undertaken, 
planned frequency of meetings of the subsidiary body as well as relevance to the outputs defined in 
Part 2; 

• The third part of the Plan should be regularly updated with appropriate input from the subsidiary 
bodies and be organized in such way to facilitate the standards management function of the 
Executive Committee; and 

• The draft Plan to be prepared by the Executive Committee be submitted, after review by Codex 
Committees and Coordinating Committees as appropriate, to the Commission for final adoption by 
2007. 

114. The Commission noted that a Circular Letter56 had been sent to solicit early inputs from Codex Members 
and observers, with the deadline of 10 July 2005. 

115. The Delegation of the United States strongly supported the endorsement of the suggested structure of 
and the course of action for the preparation of the Plan, given the significant thrust the plan would give to the 
work of the Commission.  

116. The Delegation of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European 
Community, supported the recommendation of the Executive Committee regarding the proposed structure and 
timeline for the preparation of the Plan and stated that the new Strategic Plan should take into consideration 
capacity of FAO and WHO to provide scientific advice in support of Codex, the strengthening of cooperation 
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with other international standard-setting organizations and the need for demarcation of work between Codex and 
relevant international organizations. 

117. The Commission endorsed the proposed structure of and the timeline for the preparation of the Strategic 
Plan 2008-2013. It was also agreed that a working Group comprising the Chairperson and three Vice 
Chairpersons of the Commission would meet in September 2005 in order to prepare a preliminary draft of the 
Strategic Plan 2008-2013 to be presented to the 57th Session of the Executive Committee, taking into accounts 
the comments received from members and observers.  

PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF CODEX SESSIONS 2005-2007 (Agenda Item 11) 57 

118. The Commission considered the tentative schedule that had been established taking into account the 
decision of the 26th Commission to hold one meeting of the Commission and two meetings of the Executive 
Committee per year, and the information provided by host countries of Codex Committees and Task Forces. The 
Commission noted the changes in the dates and venues proposed by some host countries and noted that some 
further changes might be made to the schedule.  

119. The Delegation of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European 
Community, commented that there was a concentration of meetings in the period March-May and asked if the 
Secretariat and the host countries could try to spread these meetings more evenly over the year. 

120. The Commission endorsed the schedule of meetings with the understanding that it would be distributed 
as an information document after further confirmation of the date and place of Codex sessions and would be 
updated on the Codex website on an ongoing basis. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE JOINT FAO/WHO EVALUATION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
AND OTHER FAO AND WHO WORK ON FOOD STANDARDS (Agenda Item  12a) 58 

General Implementation Status 
121. The Commission noted the status of the implementation of the recommendations of the Evaluation and 

discussed whether some recommendations required further action, or a confirmation of earlier decisions. 

Proposal 12 -  Participation of Observers in the Executive Committee  

122. The Commission recalled that the Committee on General Principles had agreed not to proceed with the 
consideration of the active participation of Observers in the Executive Committee, but to consider the 
possibilities of publicizing the proceedings using Internet facilities. The Secretariat informed the Commission 
that it was currently studying the feasibility of making the audio recording of the proceedings of the Commission 
available on the Codex website on an experimental basis. When all financial and practical aspects had been 
solved, the extension of these arrangements to the recording of the Executive Committee’s proceedings could be 
considered. 

Proposal 19 - Use of Facilitators 

123. The Commission supported the conclusion of the 21st Session of the Committee on General Principles 
that Committees consider the use of facilitators on an experimental basis. 

Proposal 32 - Co-chairmanship 

124. The Commission agreed that co-chairmanship should be tested on a case-by-case basis and encouraged 
committees to consider this practice. The Commission noted some positive outcomes of co-chairmanship 
experienced at the latest session of the Committee on Food Hygiene (co-hosted by the United States and 
Argentina) and of the Committee on Fish and Fishery products (co-hosted by Norway and South Africa). 

Proposal 34 – Determination of Consensus 

125. The Delegation of Chile, supported by other delegations, expressed the view that further consideration 
should be given to the definition of the term “consensus” as it was essential to facilitate decisions and to ensure 
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consistency in the decision process. The Commission noted that the 22nd Session of the Committee on General 
Principles had agreed to consider proposals from the Delegation of India that included the definition of 
consensus at its next session.  

Proposal 35 - Conduct of Meetings: Reports  

Proposal 36 - Country Groupings 

126. As proposed by the Executive Committee, the Commission agreed that no further revision was 
recommended to the Procedural Manual.  

Other Decisions of the 26th Session of the Commission (Table 2) 

127. The Commission considered the proposals in Table 2 of the working document concerning other 
recommendations of the 26th Session of the Commission related to the Evaluation. The Commission agreed that, 
since the abolition of the Acceptance Procedure had been decided at the present session, the Committee on 
General Principles should undertake the review of the three other sections of the Procedural Manual mentioned 
in Table 2, on the basis of a document to be prepared by the Secretariat at its next session. 

Review of the Regional Coordinating Committees 
128. The Commission recalled that, following the recommendations of the 27th Session of the Commission, a 

Circular Letter had been distributed to Codex members to invite comments on the role and relevance of Regional 
Coordinating Committees, that were subsequently discussed in all Coordinating Committees. The Commission 
considered the working document that included a brief summary of the Coordinating Committees’ deliberations 
and proposals for consideration by the Commission, and the recommendations of the Executive Committee.  

Role of Regional Coordinating Committees in furthering the objectives of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission 

129. The Commission agreed to reassert the important role the Coordinating Committees play in furthering 
the objectives of the Commission and encourage countries to participate more actively and effectively in the 
work of Coordinating Committees. The Commission further agreed to encourage Coordinating Committees to 
consider any particular items regarding problems arising from food control, food safety concerns and approaches 
for strengthening food regulatory systems, in accordance with the terms of reference of the Committees and 
preferably in consultation of the Regional Offices of FAO and WHO. 

Terms of reference of the Regional Coordinating Committees as set out in the Procedural Manual, 
including the relevance of developing regional standards 

130. The Commission noted that the Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean had 
proposed to amend its mandate to include “the adoption of regional positions on strategic subjects”. The 
Delegation of India, supported by some delegations, expressed the view that the proposed amendment extended 
to the mandate of all other Coordinating Committees, pointing out that this was not in any way a contradiction to 
the existing mandate, but only a more precise expression of the same. Other delegations pointed out that further 
clarification should be required as to the implications of such an amendment, and that the proposal was already 
covered by the current terms of reference. The Commission therefore agreed to refer the proposed amendment to 
the terms of reference of the CCLAC and its possible extension to the other Coordinating Committees to the 
Committee on General Principles for further consideration.  

131. The Commission agreed that Coordinating Committees were invited to keep under review their 
programme of work, taking into account priorities of Committees’ work. 

Membership of Regional Coordinating Committees, including their current geographic coverage 

132. The Commission agreed that no further action needed to be taken on this matter.  

Effectiveness of Regional Coordinating Committees in respect of country participation record and of 
venues and meeting intervals 
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133. The Commission agreed to retain the current periodicity of meetings of Coordinating Committees and 
invited Coordinating Committees to consider the use of complementary mechanisms which would improve 
regional and/or sub-regional communication and coordination. 

Respective roles of the Regional Coordinator as ex officio Chairperson of the Regional Coordinating 
Committee and the Member(s) of the Executive Committee elected on a geographic basis  

134. The Commission recognized the need for clarification of the respective roles of the Coordinator and the 
Member elected on a geographical basis, especially in view of the new status of the Coordinator as Member of 
the Executive Committee. The Commission therefore agreed to recommend that the Committee on General 
Principles consider this issue at its next session and develop proposals for consideration by the 29th Session of 
the Commission. 

Any other issues 

135. The Commission agreed to encourage Regional Coordinators, FAO and WHO to consider organizing 
relevant regional events such as seminars or workshops in conjunction with the sessions of Coordinating 
Committees.   

REVIEW OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE STRUCTURE AND MANDATES OF CODEX 
COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES (Agenda Item  12b) 59 

136. The Commission recalled that as the follow up to a recommendation of the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Other FAO and WHO Work on Food Standards conducted in 2002, 
a review of the Codex Committee Structure and Mandates of Codex Committees and Task Forces had been 
undertaken by a team of consultants60.   

137. The consultants’ final report had been sent as a Circular Letter to all members and observers for 
comment. The 56th Session of the Executive Committee reviewed the recommendations in the consultants’ final 
report in light of the comments received from members and observers in reply to the Circular Letter. 

138. The Commission, taking into consideration the recommendations of the Executive Committee 61 , 
endorsed the following recommendations62: 

[1] A formal prioritization should be undertaken of all new work proposals, before resources are 
allocated. 

[2] Steps should be taken to increase the proportion of work done by correspondence. 

[3] A time limit should be set for the completion of each new project. 

[8] Steps currently being taken to encourage collegial working within the Codex Secretariat should 
be encouraged. 

[9] Maximum use should be made of working groups, bilateral, or other low-level contacts 
between sessions to reduce the time needed to reach consensus in plenary meetings. 

139. The Delegation of Malaysia stressed that prioritization of new work proposals and resource allocations 
for standards development should take into consideration the interests of developing countries.   

                                                      
59  ALINORM 5/28/9C Part II (comments of  Australia, European Community, Japan, New Zealand, Consumers International, 49th 
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140. The Commission agreed that when work was done through correspondence or through working groups, 
due regard should be given to language coverage, geographical balance of participants and access conditions to 
Internet facilities, especially in developing countries.  Some Members indicated that electronic working groups 
were more efficient for the initial stages of standards development than in the later stages. 

141. Some delegations emphasized that time limits should be applied with certain flexibility and that the 
science-base of Codex texts and the consensus-building process of Codex should not be compromised.   

142. The Commission further endorsed the following recommendations: 

[13] All committees should be encouraged to adopt a more systematic approach to self-
management. 

[14] CCFAC should be split into separate Additives and Contaminants committees. 

[15] The General Standard for Food Additives (GSFA) should be the single authoritative reference 
point for food additives and this should be made clear in all commodity standards. 

143. The Delegation of the Netherlands, as host government of the Committee on Food Additives and 
Contaminants, stated that the current workload of the Committee was too heavy and the large number of working 
groups that needed to operate under the present framework raised concern from the viewpoint of transparency.  
The Delegation supported the recommendation to split the Committee into two, and offered to host the 
Contaminant Committee. The Delegation of Brazil also expressed its interest in hosting the new Contaminant 
Committee. The Commission requested the Secretariat to prepare the Terms of Reference for each of the new 
committees and present them at the next sessions of the Committee on General Principles and the Committee on 
Food Additives and Contaminants, with a view to their adoption and the designation of host countries at the next 
session of the Commission. 

144. Several Members requested clarification of Recommendation 15.  The Commission noted that under the 
current Codex rules and procedures, Commodity Committees had the mandate to develop the lists of additives 
taking into account technological needs and to submit them for endorsement by CCFAC. The Commission 
recognized that the GSFA, still under development, would become the single authoritative reference point for 
food additives when completed and the ongoing work of the Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants in 
this regard. 

145. The Commission endorsed the following recommendations by further modifying those recommended by 
the Executive Committee: 

[16] All requests from the Codex subsidiary bodies for JECFA advice on additives and 
contaminants should be routed exclusively through the Additives or Contaminants Committees 
and requests for JECFA advice on residues of veterinary drugs through the Committee on 
Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Food.   

[7] Regular informal meetings of Codex chairs and vice chairs of the Commission should be 
encouraged in conjunction with Codex sessions. Provisions of secretarial support could be 
considered to produce a summary of the main points discussed, which could be made available to 
all Codex Members. The Codex Secretariat is encouraged to explore the use of Internet 
technologies to facilitate continued communication among Codex Chairs.     

146. With regard to Recommendation 16 above, the Commission noted that the Commission itself had the 
authority to request scientific advice from FAO and WHO on any relevant subject. In relation to 
Recommendation 7, an observer expressed concern about possible lack of transparency. The Commission noted 
that the outcome of these meetings would be made available to all members and observers. 

147. The Commission agreed with the Executive Committee’s view and did not support the following 
recommendations in the Consultants’ Final Report: 

[10] All standard-setting work should be subject to a greater degree of management oversight.  
Specifically, a new Commodities Management Committee should be established to manage the 
preparation and updating of commodity standards. 
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[12] The circumstances in which the Executive Committee, or some other body, should carry out a 
similar management role for other committees should be carefully considered by the Commission. 

[17] Consideration should be given to re-writing the terms of reference of the Committee on 
Methods of Analysis and Sampling and re-assigning responsibility for specifying methods of 
analysis and sampling to the committee specifying the relevant limits. 

[20] Provision for the drafting of regional standards should be removed from the terms of 
reference of the Regional Coordinating Committees. 

148. The Commission agreed that the Executive Committee should play a pivotal role in exercising standards 
management oversight. While agreeing to retain the current terms of reference for the Committee on Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling, the Commission agreed with the view of the Executive Committee that the terms of 
reference of the Committee on Food Hygiene should clearly state that it could address methods related to 
microbiological specifications, currently referred to in a footnote in the Procedural Manual.  

149. The Commission agreed with the view of the Executive Committee that development of regional 
standards be retained in the terms of reference of Coordinating Committees, while noting that care should be 
taken so that proposals to convert regional standards into worldwide standards did not hinder the work 
programme management of commodity committees. 

150. The Commission agreed that there was no need to take specific action on the following 
recommendations: 

[5] Codex should review its remit to ensure that it conforms more closely to the current 
expectations of its members, having particular regard to the implications of the WTO Agreements. 

[19] The Committee on Meat Hygiene should now be wound up.  The Committee on Food Hygiene 
should consider the possibility for drafting a set of general guidelines to help rationalize hygiene 
provisions in commodity standards. 

151. The Commission noted that the Draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat had been adopted at the 
present session of the Commission and the Committee on Meat Hygiene would be adjourned sine die. 

152. In relations to Recommendation 5, many delegations stressed that Codex should maintain its 
independence from WTO and remain true to its dual objectives, i.e. to protect the health of consumers and to 
ensure fair practices in the food trade while basing its work on sound science.  

153. The Commission recalled that the Commission had reviewed its relations to WTO in conjunction with 
the 1991 FAO/WHO Conference of Food Standards and Chemicals in Food, the 2002 Codex Evaluation and the 
ongoing revision work of the Code of Ethics in International Trade in Food.  

154. The Commission concluded that there was no support for Codex to review its remit, while 
acknowledging the need to maintain close collaboration with the SPS and TBT Committees of WTO, given the 
status of Codex standards as international reference points in the framework of these Agreements as well as the 
need to maintain independence from WTO..  

155. The Commission agreed that the following recommendations required further study. 

[4] Whenever possible, committees should be given enabling terms of reference only.  They should 
be reactivated as necessary to undertake defined tasks and adjourned sine die once the task is 
completed. 

[6] The relevance of the work of other international standards setting bodies should be 
determined, and a clear statement of demarcation lines made clear to all participants. 

[11] All commodity committees and task forces should be given simple terms of reference which 
should be revised for a limited period only, to assign specific tasks to the committees. 

[18] The Commission should consider carefully whether nutrition should play a role in Codex, and 
if so, what that role should be. 
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156. The Commission agreed that the role of Codex in nutrition should be considered in light of the role 
Codex could play in the implementation of WHO’s Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health (see 
paras.  228 233). 

157. The Delegation of Argentina expressed the view that it would be necessary to convene an FAO/WHO 
workshop, on the same lines as the one convened for the provision of scientific advice to Codex, the object of 
which would be to discuss in depth and on a wide basis the structural changes required to respond to future 
challenges. The Delegation also pointed out that it would be important that the Codex Secretariat should also 
give their opinion in this respect on the basis of their experience. 

158. The Commission agreed that a Circular Letter be sent to members and observers to solicit comments on 
Recommendations 4, 6, and 11 above, particularly in the context of possible re-organization of Codex 
commodity work, including combining committees and adjusting the frequency/interval of meetings, while 
further analysing the workload of commodity committees as well as the relationship between vertical committees 
and horizontal committees. The Commission agreed to consider this issue at its next session in the light of 
comments received. 

159. The Commission noted that consideration could be given to convening a workshop in conjunction with 
the next session of the Committee on General Principles, in order to allow countries to exchange their views on 
this matter in a broad context. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM REPORTS OF CODEX COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES (Agenda 
Item 13)63 

160. The Commission noted several matters arising from the reports of Codex Committees and Task Forces, 
including those matters arising form the previous session of the Commission and the Executive Committee, as 
contained in working documents ALINORM 04/27/10D and ALINORM 04/27/10D-Add.1.  

161. The following paragraphs provide additional information on the comments made and decisions taken on 
certain items. 

27th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

Future Work on Animal Feeding in Codex 64 

162. The Commission recognised in general the value for Codex to continue work on animal feeding due to 
its importance for the protection of consumers’ health. However, it could not come to an agreement as to the 
recommendation of the 55th Session of the Executive Committee to postpone consideration of new work until 
2008. 

163. Some delegations strongly supported this recommendation in order to allow governments and industry to 
implement the requirements of the recently adopted Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding (CAC/GL 
54-2004) and gaining experience in order to better identify areas where additional work was needed. 

164. Other delegations were of the opinion that it was urgent for Codex to continue work on animal feeding 
and ensure the safety of products of animal origin, noting that postponing consideration of new work until 2008 
would result in an undue delay of Codex work. In addition, it was stated that a Task Force was a preferred 
mechanism to bring available expertise together on a priority basis, compared to the use of existing Codex 
Committees.  

165. The Commission noted the willingness of the Government of Denmark to host the Task Force again, if it 
was re-established and the proposal of the Delegation of Switzerland to start work on the application of HACCP 
system for feed and feed ingredients. The Commission also noted that the OIE was prepared to collaborate with 
Codex on future work in this area. 
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166. The Commission could not come to a conclusion on when to start future work on animal feeding. It 
agreed to defer consideration of this matter until its next Session.  

Proposal for a New Standard on Parmesan Cheese65 

167. The Commission recalled that this matter had been referred from its 27th session and agreed on the need 
to make progress on this matter beyond the discussion of its last session by focusing on elements that would 
allow making a decision on the issue, while taking into account the arguments that were put forward previously 
for and against the development of a new Standard for Parmesan66. The Commission noted that there continued 
to be a diversity of views on this matter. 

168. The Delegation of the European Community, supported by many delegations, stated that it opposed the 
development of a Codex Standard for parmesan cheese, stressing that the name “parmesan” should not be 
considered as a generic term as it was a geographical indication in the territory of the European Community. The 
Delegation underlined that it did not seek to use Codex procedures to prevent the use of “Parmesan” as a generic 
term in those countries where this was the case. The Delegation proposed, in turn, to revise the Codex Standard 
for Extra Hard Grating Cheese (Codex Stan C 35-1978). The Delegation stated that the Commission would not 
be able to reach consensus as long as the term “parmesan” was used in the Standard.  

169. Many other delegations, which spoke in favour of new work on a Standard for Parmesan, stressing that 
Codex must function as a rule-based organization, stated that the proposal for a new Standard on Parmesan 
cheese met both Codex Criteria for Establishing New Work Priorities and CCMMP criteria for the development 
and/or revision of the standards for cheese. These delegations recognised that Parmesan should be considered as 
a generic term. They referred to the opinion of the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO that “from a strictly legal 
point of view, there were no requirements to the effect that aspects of intellectual property protection be 
considered as criteria to be taken into consideration by Codex when deciding on acceptance of new work or 
adopting standards”. 

170. The Representative of WIPO, referring to the exchange of correspondence between WIPO and FAO 
Legal Office, noted that the opinion of the FAO and WHO Legal Offices had given rise to concerns in the 
international intellectual property rights community and stated that international obligations for the protection of 
intellectual property rights in general, and of industrial property rights in particular, were stipulated in a number 
of international treaties administered by WIPO. 

171. After an extensive debate, the Chairperson of the Commission summarised the discussion that the 
request for the elaboration of a new standard for Parmesan was considered to have met the CCMMP criteria for 
the development and/or revision of the standards for cheese and that, according to the advice provided by the 
Legal Offices of FAO and WHO, there was no legal impediment to the elaboration of such a standard.  

172. The Delegation of the European Community expressed its reservation on the Chairperson’s summary, 
stating that in the view of the delegation, the legal opinion of FAO and WHO was not complete. The Delegation 
of Italy, supported by the Delegation of the European Community, stated that in its view the CCMMP criteria 
had not been met. 

173. Many delegations supported the Chairperson’s summary. The Delegation of the United States stated that 
the credibility of Codex should not be undermined.  

174. Recognising its inability to reach a decision on whether or not new work should start on the elaboration 
of a standard for parmesan, the Commission agreed to hold the issue in abeyance for possible future 
consideration. The Commission further encouraged those parties interested in the subject to continue informal 
consultations among themselves in order to determine whether and how a decision on this issue might be 
reached. The Commission noted that the issue could be raised at a future session of the Commission if a Member 
wished to do so. 

175. In response to the request of the Chairperson of the CCMMP on the status of the discussion of this item 
in the Committee, it was clarified that the report of the Commission would be brought to the attention of the 
CCMMP and that, while the Commission decided to hold the issue in abeyance and not to provide specific 
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instructions to the CCMMP, nothing would prevent Members of the Commission from bringing up this matter at 
future sessions of the CCMMP. 

176. The Delegation of the United States reserved its position on the conclusion of the discussion.  

55th Session of the Executive Committee 

Future Work on Antimicrobial Resistance67 

177. The Commission recalled that antimicrobial resistance had been a subject of discussion within Codex for 
some time and reaffirmed the importance and urgency for Codex to start work on antimicrobial resistance related 
to non-human use of antimicrobials. The Commission recalled that, upon its request, two joint FAO/OIE/WHO 
Expert Workshops68 had been held in 2003 and 2004.  

178. The Commission noted that other international organisations had already been working on the issue of 
antimicrobial resistance, in particular: WHO for aspects related to the clinical and non-clinical use of 
antimicrobials and human health, and OIE for aspects related to animal health. It was also noted that the 
Commission had adopted the Code of Practice to Minimise and Contain Antimicrobial Resistance69 at the 
present session (see para.  59). The Delegation of Switzerland proposed to combine the circular letter with a data 
request on projects which are already underway, with the aim of avoiding duplication of work and to accelerate 
progress. 

179. The Commission reaffirmed that any Codex work on antimicrobial resistance should stay in the remit of 
the Commission’s mandate, should be based on sound science and follow risk analysis principles, should take 
full account of the work of other organisations to avoid duplication of work, and should recognise the 
importance of a holistic approach to solving the question at hand. 

180. Many delegations, in favour of the establishment of a new Task Force, were of the opinion that work 
should start as soon as possible. However, it was noted that the calendar of Codex meetings for 2006-2007 might 
not allow for the inclusion of an additional meeting before 2007.  

181. The Director-General of OIE highlighted the importance of antimicrobial resistance and reiterated 
support for joint action by Codex and OIE in setting international standards to contain antimicrobial resistance. 
He informed the Commission that the 73rd OIE General Session (May 2005) had adopted international standards 
on antimicrobial resistance and that a series of meetings were planned to prepare additional texts to be submitted 
at the next OIE General Session in 2006. The Director-General expressed the willingness of OIE to collaborate 
with FAO, WHO and Codex on this matter. 

182. The Commission took note of a summary of an “Informal sharing of ideas regarding proposed terms of 
reference for future Codex work on antimicrobial resistance”, as contained in CAC/28 LIM. 32. The 
Commission supported the proposal in general, which was considered as providing a good basis for determining 
future Codex work on antimicrobial resistance. It was however suggested that Codex future work should have a 
clear focus on public health and ensure a holistic approach to solving the question at hand, should address 
antimicrobials in general so as to cover the use of pesticides and additives and not be restricted solely to 
antimicrobial drugs, should also include animal feed. The scope should take into account ongoing work in other 
international organisations, in particular OIE and should adhere to the Working Principles for Risk Analysis in 
the Framework of the Codex Alimentarius. 

183. The Commission noted that, according to the “Criteria for the Establishment of Subsidiary Bodies of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission”70, before the Commission could establish a Task Force, the Commission 
needed: to agree upon a name of the Task Force; to define the terms of reference that should be limited to the 
immediate task at hand and clearly state the objective(s) to be achieved with the indication of either (i) the 
number of sessions to be convened, or (ii) the date (year) by which the work was expected to be completed. 
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184. The Commission agreed, in principle, to the establishment of an ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force 
to deal with the issue related to antimicrobial resistance. It was agreed that a final decision as to its 
establishment would be taken at the next session. In order to facilitate this decision, the Commission agreed that 
the Codex Secretariat in collaboration with FAO and WHO would prepare a Circular Letter based on the 
proposal in LIM 32, taking account the above discussion, in order to request comments on what should be the 
specific terms of reference of such a Task Force.  

185. Many delegations welcomed the offer of the Republic of Korea to host the Task Force if it was to be 
established. The Commission also welcomed the proposed active participation of the OIE in the future work of 
Codex on this matter. 

186. The Delegation of Argentina, while not objecting to this conclusion, stated that the Commission, in 
making a final decision on the establishment of an ad hoc Task Force, should give due consideration to the 
implications of establishing an additional Codex body in view of the limited resources available to developing 
countries, and that it was important to closely analyse whether the activities proposed could not be undertaken by 
existing Codex subsidiary bodies. 

Amendment to the Standard for Canned Sardines and Sardine Type Products 

187. The Commission noted the views of the CCNASWP and the CCLAC concerning the inclusion of Clupea 
bentincki in the Standard for Canned Sardines and Sardine Type Products. The Delegation of Chile expressed its 
concern with the delay in the standard setting process initiated in 1996, having complied with all the 
requirements established by the Committee on Fish and Fishery Products, and asked the Commission to give 
priority to the question of the inclusion of Clupea bentincki as a sardine type species in order to achieve 
progress. The Delegation of Morocco recalled that this question was still under consideration in the CCFFP and 
informed the Commission that on the initiative of the Chair of the Committee, informal contacts were underway 
with the Delegation of Chile in order to find a compromise solution to this question by the next session of the 
said Committee. The Commission noted that this question was under consideration in the Committee on Fish and 
Fishery Products and recommended that the Committee address it as a matter of priority.  

Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

Clarification of the Reference to “A Reasonable Interval” in the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control 
System71 

188. The Commission adopted the addition of a footnote to reference to the “WTO decision WT/MIN 
(01)17” to paragraph 35 of the Codex Guidelines for Food Control System (CAC/GL 47-2003), as proposed by 
the Committee. 

Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling  

Year of Publication72 

189. The Commission agreed with the proposal of the Committee to include a footnote to the Recommended 
Methods of Analysis (CAC/STAN 234) to the effect that “the most updated version of the method should be 
used, in application of ISO/IEC 17025: 1999”, as analysts are required to use the most updated version of 
methods of analysis in application of ISO/IEC 17025:1999, referred to in the Guidelines for the Assessment of 
the Competence of Testing Laboratories Involved in the Import and Export Control of Foods (CAC/GL 27). 

190. The Delegation of Japan pointed out that the Principles for the Establishment or Selection of Codex 
Sampling Procedures in the Procedural Manual referred to the Sampling Plans for Prepackaged Foods 
(CAC/STAN 233), that had been superseded by the General Guidelines on Sampling adopted in 2004. The 
Delegation therefore proposed that the Committee on General Principles and the Committee on Methods of 
Analysis and Sampling consider the review and possible update of the entire section to take into account the 
adoption of the new Guidelines. The Commission agreed that this matter should be considered by the next 
session of the Committee on General Principles.  

                                                      
71  ALINORM 05/28/30, para. 114 
72  ALINORM 05/28/23, paras. 84-88  
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Food Additives and Contaminants 

Mandate of the CCFAC73 

191. The Commission agreed that the proposal of the Committee for the revision of its terms of reference in 
relation to sampling plans would be taken into account in the drafting of the terms of reference for the 
Committees on Food Additives and on Contaminants and Toxins in Food ( see para.  143).  

General Standard on Food Additives 

192. The Commission agreed to amend Annex B (Food Category System) of the General Standard for Food 
Additives by including coconut water as an example in the description of food category 14.1.2.1 (Fruit Juices) as 
proposed by the CCFAC. 

General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Foods (GSCTF) 74 

193. The Commission agreed to revoke the maximum levels for lead in specific commodity Codex standards 
for processed meat products, as proposed by the Committee. 

Provision of Scientific Advice75 

194. The Commission noted the concern expressed by CCFAC with regard to the serious budgetary situation 
of WHO for JECFA activities (see also para.  109). 

Committee on Food Labelling 

Country of Origin Labelling76 

195. The Commission noted that the Committee on Food Labelling had agreed not to undertake new work on 
country of origin labelling and that consideration of this Agenda Item should be discontinued. 

Reference to Acceptance in Codex Standard77 

196. The Commission agreed that the references to acceptance in the General Standard for the Labelling of 
Prepackaged Foods should be deleted as a consequential amendment to the abolition of the Acceptance 
Procedure. 

Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 

Notification of Acceptance in Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables78 

197. The Commission agreed to delete the footnotes to Sections 1 - Definition of produce and 7.2 - Non-
retail containers on the notification of acceptance throughout Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables, for 
consistency with its previous decision to abolish the Acceptance Procedure in the Procedural Manual (see paras. 
 32- 36).   

Revisions (specific) of Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables79 

198. The Commission noted the request of the Committee on the possibility to establish a more expeditious 
procedure for revising Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables when considering minor changes such as 
additions and/or deletions of some provisions (e.g. the introduction of new varieties) for which the presentation 
of a project document might not be considered imperative. The Commission noted that a similar situation might 
arise in relation to updating of other commodity standards.  

199. The Commission agreed that this matter should be considered in a general context and requested the 
Committee on General Principles to look into this issue at its next session.   

                                                      
73  ALINORM 05/28/12, para. 9 and Appendix II 
74  ALINORM 05/28/12, para. 119 and Appendix XVII 
75  ALINORM 05/28/12, para. 224 
76  ALINORM 05/28/22, para. 85 
77  ALINORM 05/28/22, para. 28 
78  ALINORM 05/28/9D-Add.1 para. 22   
79  ALINORM 05/28/9D-Add.1 para. 30   
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RELATION BETWEEN THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS (Agenda Item 14)80 

A. Relations between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and other International Intergovernmental 
Organizations 

World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)81 

200. The Director-General of the OIE informed the Commission of the OIE activities relevant to the work of 
Codex, the recent conclusion of two new mutual agreements with FAO and WHO, the work of the OIE Animal 
Production Food Safety Working Group, whose membership included several experts having Codex background 
and from FAO and WHO, the adoption in May 2005 of the Strategic Plan for the period 2006-2010 with 
emphasis on the development of science-based standards and methods for the prevention, control and eradication 
of animal diseases. The Representative indicated that the collaboration between the OIE and Codex should 
continue in the areas such as animal identification and traceability; testing, inspection and certification; 
prevention of antimicrobial resistance; good farming practice; and, control of salmonellae and other food borne 
pathogens. 

201. The Commission expressed its appreciation for the active participation of OIE in the work of Codex and 
reiterated its interest for strengthening this cooperation. The importance of close coordination between the OIE 
and Codex  to avoid duplication, gaps and conflicts in the work of the two organizations was stressed.  

202. The Commission endorsed the following  recommendation of the 55th Session of the Executive 
Committee related to the collaboration between Codex and OIE82:  

• OIE be encouraged to continue to participate actively in the standard-setting work of the 
Commission, namely through the work of relevant subsidiary bodies of the Commission; 

• OIE be invited to regularly submit, to relevant Codex subsidiary bodies, reports on its 
activities relevant to the work of these subsidiary bodies, while these subsidiary bodies 
continue to seek ways to improve cooperation with OIE in their respective area of work and 
inform the Executive Committee of their decisions/recommendations accordingly; and 

• OIE be invited to submit a summary report to the regular sessions of the Commission on its 
activities of relevance to the work of the Commission, including the outcome of the OIE 
Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety. 

203. The Commission also noted the recommendation of the Executive Committee that the effectiveness of 
cooperative arrangements being made between Codex and OIE as above should be reviewed by the 30th Session 
of the Commission  (2007) with a view to considering if further arrangements would be necessary or desirable, 
including those provisions mentioned in paragraph 13 of the Draft Guidelines. 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)83 

204. The Representative of the IAEA informed the Commission of the activities of the Joint FAO/IAEA 
Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and Agriculture relevant to the work of Codex. These activities included 
development of preparedness and response to nuclear emergencies affecting agriculture as well as collaborative 
efforts with the Codex Committees, particularly the Codex Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants in 
the elaboration of the revised Codex Guideline Levels for Radionuclides. 

World Trade Organization (WTO)84 

205. The Representative of the WTO drew the attention of the Commission to its written submission and 
provided an update of activities arising from the WTO Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS 

                                                      
80  ALINORM 05/28/9E; CAC/28 INF 1 (International Non-Governmental Organizations in Observer Status with the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission – Report of the Codex Secretariat), CAC/28 LIM 24 (comments of European 
Community) 

81  CAC/28 INF 3 (Information on Activities of the World Organization for Animal Health, OIE, Relevant to Codex) 
82  ALINORM 05/28/3, paras 97-98 
83  CAC/28 INF 7 (Information on Activities of the Joint FAO/AIEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in Food and 

Agriculture Relevant to Codex) 
84  CAC/28 INF 8 (Activities of the SPS Committee and other WTO Activities Relevant to Food Safety in 2004 to the 
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Committee), including the review of the SPS Agreement, continuing cooperation with Codex, IPPC and OIE, 
discussion on special and differential treatment as well as examples of recent trade concerns and disputes 
settlement cases. The Representative also informed the Commission of WTO technical assistance activities, 
including those provided under the framework of the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) aimed 
at assisting in the implementation of international standards by developing country members.  

206. Some delegations stressed the need for establishing mechanisms to strengthen communication between 
Codex and WTO for matters covered by both the SPS Agreement and the Agreement on Technical Barrier to 
Trade (TBT). In this regard, it was noted that the Codex Secretariat was regularly representing the Commission 
in both the SPS and TBT Committee meetings and cooperating with WTO in training activities at the regional 
level. The Representative of WTO, in turn, was attending key Codex session as an observer. The issues of how 
to monitor the use of Codex standards by countries was identified as an area requiring further study. 

B. Relations between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and International Non-governmental Organizations  

207. In accordance with Article 6 of the Principles Concerning the Participation of International Non-
Governmental Organizations in the Work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the Secretary reported to the 
Commission on cooperation with NGOs, as presented in ALINORM 05/28/9E and in CAC/28 INF/1. 

208. The Delegation of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European 
Community, expressed their support for the Bureau européen des unions de consommateurs (BEUC) to gain 
observer status. 

Relations with International Organization for Standardization (ISO)85 

209. The Commission was informed that  in accordance with the decisions of the Executive Committee and 
the Commission, contacts for information exchange were maintained between the Codex Secretariat and ISO, 
and that detailed information on ISO activities was presented in CAC/28 INF/ 2.  

210. The Observer from ISO informed the Commission that the recently adopted ISO Strategic Plan 2005-
2010, Objectives 4 and 5, called for increased collaboration between ISO and intergovernmental standard setting 
bodies such as Codex. The Observer highlighted the work of ISO in relevant areas, especially Technical 
Committee 34 (Food products), including three items of relevance to Codex: food irradiation (ISO/AWI 22810), 
traceability in feed and food chain (ISO/CD 22519), and food safety management systems (ISO/DIS 22000). In 
addition, ISO developed generic horizontal standards to  document agreed procedures for the assessment of 
conformity that could be relevant to the work of the CCFICS. ISO had also developed an action plan for 
developing countries and carried out technical cooperation activities with UNIDO and ITC. The Observer 
pointed out that Codex and ISO activities were complementary and looked forward to continued cooperation 
with the Commission. 

211. Several delegation stressed the importance of ISO work to provide standards that could be used at the 
national level and supported further cooperation with ISO in relevant areas of work. 

212. The Delegation of the United States, supported by other delegations, expressed its concerns with the 
possible duplication of work or the development of contradictory standards between ISO and Codex and 
proposed that relevant Codex Committees monitor the work of ISO in their respective areas of work, in order to 
optimise the use of resources and avoid duplication. 

213. The Commission supported continued cooperation and coordination with ISO and agreed that the 
Codex Secretariat should maintain its contacts with ISO and report regularly to the Commission on ISO 
activities of relevance to Codex work. 

FAO/WHO PROJECT AND TRUST FUND FOR ENHANCED PARTICIPATION IN CODEX  
(Agenda Item 15)86 

214. The Commission, noting the 2004 annual report of the Trust Fund and the information paper 
incorporating the Fifth Progress Report prepared by FAO and WHO, expressed its appreciation to the progress 
made in the operation of the Fund, to the efforts being made FAO and WHO and to the donors making financial 
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contributions. The Commission encouraged current donors to continue to provide funds to the Trust Fund and 
invited other countries to consider contributing to the Fund in order to ensure its sustainability. 

215. Some members expressed their wish that the Trust Fund be also used to assist other activities of 
importance at the regional level, including capacity building, training and workshops, with particular reference to 
the strengthening of Codex Contact Points and National Codex Committees. Other members stressed that the 
Trust Fund should be used exclusively for assisting the participation of developing countries to Codex meetings, 
including the meetings of working groups. The Delegation of Switzerland proposed to enlarge this agenda item 
in the future, and noted that a list of contributions for the Trust Fund and other items would help to imply 
priorities and to motivate potential donors. 

216. Some members stated that the criteria for determining the groupings of beneficiary countries should be 
reconsidered. Some members further proposed to develop guidelines for the operation of the Trust Fund, in order 
to make the process more transparent.  

217. In reply to these questions, the Representative of WHO clarified that the Trust Fund had been designed 
to ensure effective participation of developing countries in Codex work and that training activities would also be 
covered by the Trust Fund, as per specific requests of some donors to this effect. The Representative indicated 
that capacity building projects should in general be funded by other resources such as STDF operated by several 
international organizations including FAO and WHO, but not by the Codex Trust Fund. 

218. The Commission noted that an information meeting on the Trust Fund convened by FAO and WHO on 8 
July and open to all delegates would provide an opportunity to exchange views among countries and with the 
trust fund secretariat and assist in solving certain administrative and logistic problems that had emerged from the 
operation of the Trust Fund. 

OTHER MATTERS ARISING FROM FAO AND WHO (Agenda Item 16) 87 

Part I : Outcomes of Recent FAO/WHO Expert Meetings 

219. The Representative of FAO, also speaking on behalf of WHO,  informed the Commission of the major 
outcomes of the FAO and WHO expert meetings and related activities carried out since the last Session of the 
Commission, including those of JECFA, JEMRA, JMPR, ad hoc meetings, consultations and related projects. He 
highlighted the new reporting format (see ALINORM 05/28/9G) providing a brief summary of the outcome of 
each meeting and a hyperlink to the report. He also informed the Commission that the report of the FAO/WHO 
Nutrient Risk Assessment Workshop: a Model for Establishing Upper Levels of Intake for Nutrients and Other 
Related Substances, held in May 2005, would be published shortly.  

220. With reference to the Joint FAO/WHO Technical Workshop on residues of veterinary drugs without 
ADI/MRL, the Commission noted the request of the Delegation of India to implement as a priority the 
recommendations of the last session of the CCRVDF on this subject (ALINORM 05/28/31, paras. 173-176) 

221. The Representative of FAO further informed the Commission of the planned FAO/WHO expert review 
on the use of the lactoperoxidase system for milk and milk products and (Rome, November 2005), and of the 
FAO/WHO expert consultation on practical risk management strategies based on microbiological risk 
assessment outputs. 

Part II : Progress Report on the FAO/WHO Consultative Process for the Provision of Scientific Advice to 
Codex and Member Countries     

222. The Representative of FAO presented a report on progress made on this matter, including the following 
action: 
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• the elaboration of a draft procedural guideline compiling all written procedures followed by FAO 
and WHO in relation to the provision of scientific advice; 

• the establishment of an FAO/WHO internal task force to review management options and consider 
improved coordination; 

• the preparation of review papers to address procedures for the selection of experts, to consider 
factors associated with enhanced openness of meetings, and to improve procedures for the use of 
data; 

• explore new approaches to enhance participation of experts and the use of data from  developing 
countries in the elaboration of international scientific advice. 

223. The final step of the consultative process would be implemented in 2006 in the form of an expert 
consultation or an intergovernmental meeting to prepare feasible  recommendations for consideration by FAO 
and WHO. 

Part III : Status of Requests for Scientific Advice 

224. The Representative of FAO referred to the list of pending requests for scientific advice contained in 
Table 1 annexed to ALINORM 05/28/9G. The Commission was informed that the list was not in priority order 
and that FAO and WHO would continue to use the criteria established by the 55th Session of the Codex 
Executive Committee to prioritise these requests.  

225. The Delegation of the Netherlands expressed concern about the impact on the work of CCFAC of the 
lack of funds in WHO to convene future regular JECFA sessions. The Delegation of Malaysia requested that the 
information provided in the table on the status of the expert consultation on the safety and regulatory problems 
related to functional foods be corrected to also include the origin of the request, i.e. the 13th Session of CCASIA.  

226. In response to the request that an additional criterion be added to the existing criteria for the 
prioritization to give consideration to the specific needs of developing countries, the Commission noted that the 
existing criteria adequately covered this matter and that the criteria could be further reviewed later, if required, in 
the light of experience with the application of existing criteria.   

227. The Commission expressed its appreciation to FAO and WHO for their continuous effort to provide 
scientific advice to Codex in a timely and effective way. 

Part IV : Capacity Building in Food Safety and Quality 

228. The Commission was informed of FAO/WHO activities in capacity building in the field of food safety 
(CAC/28/INF 5) which covered three main areas, namely: (i) the organization of global and regional/sub-
regional conferences, workshops and seminars on food safety related matters; (ii) field projects; and, (iii) 
guidance and training tools. 

WHO Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health 

229. The Representative of WHO drew the attention of the Committee to the fact that the Global Strategy on 
Diet, Physical Activity and Health had been developed at the request of Member States of WHO to reduce 
morbidity and mortality due to non-communicable disease and that the paper LIM-6 had been prepared at the 
request of the 55th Session of the Executive Committee88. The Representative pointed out that the World Health 
Assembly (WHA) Resolution 57.17 endorsed the above strategy and called upon the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission “to continue to give full consideration, within the framework of its operational mandate, to 
evidence-based action it might take to improve the health standards of foods consistent with the aims and 
objectives of the strategy”. The Representative of WHO referred to the potential work to be undertaken by the 
Committees on Food Labelling and on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses and emphasized that 
coordinated work was needed to implement the Global Strategy.  

230. The Delegation of the United Kingdom, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European 
Community present at the session, pointed out that clear and understandable nutrition labelling can help 
consumers to make healthier choices. General consideration should be given to the integration of nutrition issues 
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into Codex work and in that context the report mentioned in para. 14 of the WHO discussion paper would be 
welcome.  

231. The Delegation of the United States expressed the view that this question should be approached carefully 
in view of the multi-factorial nature of non-communicable diseases, including life-long dietary patterns, that 
several recommendations of the Global Strategy should be implemented at the national level, such as consumer 
education, but were not within the mandate of Codex, and that Codex work on nutrition and labelling issues 
should proceed within its terms of reference.  

232. Several observers while supporting the implementation of the WHO Global Strategy on Diet, Physical 
Activity and Health, proposed that stakeholders, including consumers organizations, be consulted if a more 
focused document was to be developed by WHO. One observer expressed the view that there was scope within 
the mandate of Codex for the nutritional issues raised by the Global Strategy to be integrated into Codex work.  

233. The Representative of WHO reaffirmed that stakeholders would be involved in the follow-up to the 
Global Strategy by WHO and in the development of a revised WHO submission to be presented to the next 
session of the Commission. 

234. The Commission noted that the potential areas for action by Codex identified in the LIM paper was 
mainly relevant for the work of the Committee on Food Labelling and the Committee on Nutrition and Foods for 
Special Dietary Uses and after some discussion agreed with the recommendation of the 56th Session of the 
Executive Committee, to ask the WHO, in cooperation with FAO, to produce a more focused document for 
consideration by these Committees, including specific proposals for new work. The Commission agreed that its 
next session would consider further the implementation of the Global Strategy, taking into account the views and 
proposals put forward by these Committees.  

International Health Regulations 

235. The Representative from WHO informed the Commission that the World Health Assembly had adopted 
a major revision of the International Health Regulations in May 2005, that would enter into force in June 2007, 
as presented in INF 14.  

236. The Representative indicated that the broader scope of application was a key change from the current 
IHR addressing only three diseases, as the new IHR(2005) provided a legal framework for detection and 
response to public health emergencies of international concern irrespective of the origin or source.  

237. The Representative pointed out that the IHR(2005) contained new emphasis on establishing the national 
capacities required for both effective detection and response to public health emergencies and implementing 
public health measures at points of entry. 

World Health Assembly Resolution on Infant and Young Children Nutrition 

238. The Representative of WHO informed the Commission that the Fifty-eighth World Health Assembly had 
adopted the resolution on Infant and young-child nutrition (WHA 58.32) which endorsed the WHO global 
strategy for infant and young children feeding. The Resolution urged Member Governments to ensure that 
caregivers were informed that powdered infant formula may contain pathogenic microorganisms and that  
powdered infant formula must be prepared and used appropriately so as to minimize risks; and, where applicable 
that this information is conveyed through an explicit warning on the packaging. The Resolution also urged 
Member Governments to work closely with relevant entities, including manufacturers, to continue to reduce the 
contamination of pathogens, including Enterobacter sakazakii in powdered infant formula. The Resolution 
requested WHO in collaboration with FAO to develop specific guidelines on this issue. The Resolution urged 
Member Governments to ensure that nutrition and health claims were not permitted on breast milk substitutes 
except where specifically provided for in national legislation. 

239. The Representative indicated that the resolution also requested the Codex Alimentarius Commission to 
give full consideration, when establishing standards, guidelines and recommendations, to resolutions of the 
Health Assembly that are relevant in the framework of its operational mandate and urgently complete its on-
going work on addressing the risk of microbiological contamination of powdered infant formula; to establish 
appropriate microbiological criteria on E. sakazakii and other relevant microorganisms in powdered infant 
formula; and to provide guidance on safe handling of the product. 



ALINORM 05/28/41 

 

33

240. The Representative indicated that the WHA had also requested the Director-General of WHO to report 
to the Health Assembly each even year, along with the status of the implementation of the International Code of 
Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes report, on progress in the consideration of matters referred to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission for its action.   

APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL COORDINATORS (Agenda Item 17) 

241. In accordance with Rule III.4 (a) and (b) of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure, and on the basis of 
the nominations made by the Coordinating Committees89, the following Members of the Commission were 
appointed as Coordinators to hold office from the end of the current session to the end of the second succeeding 
regular session of the Commission.   

Africa:  Morocco 

Asia: Republic of  Korea 

Europe: Switzerland 
Latin America & the Caribbean: Argentina 

Near East:: Jordan 

North America & South-West Pacific Samoa 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION AND ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ( Agenda Item 18 )90 

242. The Commission elected the following persons to hold office from the end of its present Session to the 
end of the next regular session of the Commission.  

Chairperson: Dr Claude J.S. MOSHA (United Republic of Tanzania) 

Vice-Chairpersons: Dr Karen HULEBAK (United States of America) 

Ms NORAINI Mohd. Othman (Malaysia) 

Dr Wim VAN ECK (The Netherlands) 

243. The following Members of the Executive Committee were elected on a geographic basis for the period 
from the end of the current session to the end of the second succeeding regular session of the Commission: 

Africa:  Cameroon 

Asia: India 

Europe: Belgium 

Latin America & the Caribbean: Mexico 

Near East: Egypt 

North America: Canada 

South-West Pacific: New Zealand 
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DESIGNATION OF COUNTRIES RESPONSIBLE FOR APPOINTING THE CHAIRPERSONS OF 
CODEX COMMITTEES AND AD HOC TASK FORCES (Agenda Item 19)91 

244. The Commission confirmed the designation of the Host Governments as listed in the Appendix X to this 
report.  It also confirmed the dissolution of the Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Fruit and Vegetable 
Juices, which had completed its work92 and congratulated Brazil for the work accomplished.  The Commission 
further agreed to adjourn the Committee on Meat Hygiene sine die93 and confirmed Japan as host country for the 
Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Foods derived from Biotechnology.  

245. The Delegation of the United Kingdom informed the Commission that the country would not seek to 
remain the host country for the Committee on Sugars, which was expecting to soon complete the current work by 
correspondence, and for the Committee on Fats and Oils after its forthcoming session in 2007. The Delegation of 
Malaysia expressed its interest in serving as the host country of the Committee on Fats and Oils after 2007. The 
Delegation of the Netherlands informed the Commission that the country would not wish to host the Committee 
on Food Additives after the splitting of the current Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants, as well as 
the Committee on Pesticide Residues after its next session in 2006. 

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda Item 20) 

246. The Commission noted that its 29th Session would be held in Geneva from 3 to 8 July 2006, subject to 
further confirmation. 
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Phone: +244 922 507105/244 912 502957 
Fax: +244 222 2310658 
Email: minco.dncigc@netangola.com 

 
M Kiala Kia MATEVA 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République d'Angola 
Via Filippo Bernardini 21 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 39366902 
Fax: +39 06 39388221 
Email: kiala2002@libero.it 
nsengalu@hotmail.com 

 
M Carlos Alberto AMARAL 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent suppléant auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République d'Angola 
Via Filippo Bernardini 21 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 39366902 
Fax: +39 06 39388221 
Email: ambasciatangola@libero.it 

 
Dra Maria Pedro António Gaspar SOBRINHO 
Coordenadora do Sub-Comité Técnico de Gelo 
Coméstivel e Água Mineral Natural 
Luanda 
Phone: +00244 923520950 
Email: mpg2002@yahoo.com.br 

 
Dra Avelina CORREIA VICTOR 
Coordenadora do Sub-Comité Técnico de Pescado e 
Productos de Pesca 
Luanda 
Phone: +002244 912 510867 
Email: avevictor@hotmail.com 

 



36  ALINORM 05/28/41 

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA –  
ANTIGUA-ET-BARBUDA –  
ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA 
 

Mrs Paula Roxanne SKERRITT 
Manager,Technical Services 
Antigua and Barbuda Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 1550 
Redcliffe Street and Corn Alley 
St. John's  
Antigua 
Phone: (268) 562 4011 
Fax: (268) 462 1625 
Email: abbs@antigua.gov.ag 
paula.skerritt@antigua.gov.ag 

 
ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 
 

Ing. Gabriela CATALANI 
Coordinadora Técnica Codex 
Dirección Nacional de Mercados Agroalimentarios 
Subsecretaría de Política Agropecuaria y Alimentos 
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería, Pesca y 
Alimentos 
Paseo Colón 922, of.29 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Phone: +54 11 43492549 
Fax: +54 11 43492549 
Email: gcatal@mecon.gov.ar 

 
Dra. Carolina PADRÓ 
Asesora Técnica del Punto Focal del Codex 
Paseo Colón 922, of 29 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Phone: +54 11 43492747 
Fax: + 54 11 43492549 
Email: cpadro@mecon.gov.ar 

 
ARMENIA - ARMÉNIE 
 

Mr Zohrab V. MALEK 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of 
Armenia to FAO 
Via Camillo Sabatini 102 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 520 924 
Email: armambfao@virgilio.it 

 
Mrs Gayane NASOYAN 
Agrounit Associate Manager 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Government Building #3 
Republic Square 
Yerevan 375010 
Phone: +374 10 529231 
Fax: +374 10 524610 
Email: Agrounit@xter.net 

 

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 
 

Mr Steve MCCUTCHEON 
Executive Manager 
Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6272 4316 
Fax: +61 2 6272 5697 
Email: steve.mccutcheon@daff.gov.au 

 
Mr Greg READ 
Executive Manager, Exports 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6272 3594 
Fax: +61 2 6272 4114 
Email: greg.read@daff.gov.au 

 
The Hon Rob KNOWLES 
Chair 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
GPO Box 1245 
MELBOURNE VIC 3001 
Australia 
Phone: +61 3 9665 8033 
Fax: +61 3 9663 7369 
Email: rob.knowles@health.gov.au 

 
Ms Ann BACKHOUSE 
Manager, Codex Australia 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6272 5692 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: ann.backhouse@daff.gov.au 

 
Mr Graham PEACHEY 
Chief Executive Officer 
Food Standards Australia New zealand 
PO Box 7186 
CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 
Australia 
Phone: +61 2 6271 2200 
Fax: +61 2 6271 2261 
Email: graham.peachey@foodstandards.gov.au 

 
Dr Melanie O'FLYNN 
Executive Director 
Technical Market Access strategy 
Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry 
PO Box 858 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 
Phone: +61 2 6272 3619 
Fax: +61 2 6272 4568 
Email: melanie.oflynn@daff.gov.au 
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AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE 
 

Dr Alexander ZILBERSZAC 
Head of the Unit IV/B/11 
Federal Ministry for Health and Women 
IV/B/11 Novel Food, FAO/WHO Codex 
Alimentarius  
Food Additives and Non-Food-Articles 
1030 Wien, Radetzkystraße 2 
Austria 
Phone: +43-1 71100 4617 
Fax: +43-1 713 7952 
Email: alexander.zilberszac@bmfg.gv.at 

 
Dr Dieter JENEWEIN 
Head of Business Area Food Control, AGES 
Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety 
Federal Ministry for Health and Women's issues 
Spargelfeldstrasse 191 
1226 Vienna 
Phone: +43 50 555-35000 
Fax: +43 50 555-25802 
Email: dieter.jenewein@ages.at 

 
Dr Erhard HÖBAUS 
Head of Division "Nutrition and Quality Assurance" 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management 
A-1012 Vienna, Stubenring 12 
Phone: +431 71100-2855 
Fax: +431 71100-2901 
Email: erhard.hoebaus@lebensministerium.at 

 
BANGLADESH 
 

Mrs Nasrin AKHTER 
Counsellor (Economic Affairs) 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
Via Antonio Bertoloni 14 
00197 Rome 

 
BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - BÉLGICA 
 

M Charles CRÉMER 
Directeur 
SPF Santé Publique 
Sécurité de la Chaîne alimentaire et Environnement  
Service Denrées alimentaires 
Place Victor Horta, 40 Boîte 10 
1060 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 5247371 
Fax: +32 1 5247399 
Email: charles.cremer@health.fgov.be 

 
M Marc CORNELIS 
Conseiller général 
Agence fédérale pour la Sécurité de la Chaîne 
alimentaire 
DG Politique de contrôle - Relations internationales 
Avenue Simon Bolivar, 30 
1000 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 2083834 
Fax: +32 2 2083823 
Email: marc.cornelis@favv.be 

 

M Johan HALLAERT 
Conseiller 
Fédération belge des Industries alimentaires (FEVIA) 
Avenue des Arts, 43 
1040 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 55011760 
Fax: +32 2 5501754 
Email: jh@fevia.be 

 
M Guido KAYAERT 
Vice-president 
Relations with the European Institutions 
Nestle Coordination Center 
Rue de Birmingham, 221 
1070 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 5295330 
Fax: +32 2 5295667 
Email: guido.kayaert@be.nestle.com 

 
M Luc OGIERS 
Directeur 
SPF Economie 
City Atrium C 
Rue de Progrès 50 
1210 Bruxelles 
Phone: 0032 2 2777481 
Fax: 0032 2 277 5304 
Email: luc.ogiers@mineco.fgov.be 

 
BHUTAN - BHOUTAN - BHUTÁN 
 

Mr Kaling DORJI 
Head of the Thimphu City Service Office 
Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 1071 
Thimphu 
Phone: +975 17612225 
Fax: +975 2328353 
Email: kalingdorji@yahoo.com 

 
Mr Thuji TSHERING 
Chief Regulatory and Quarantine Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority 
P.O. Box 1071 
Thimphu 
Phone: +975 2 327031/325790 
Fax: +975 2 327032 
Email: t_tshering@moa.gov.bt 

 
BOLIVIA - BOLIVIE 
 

Sra. Moira PAZ ESTENSSORO CORTÉS 
Embajadora 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Bolivia 
Via Brenta 2a - Int. 28 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 8841001 
Fax: +39 06 8840740 
Email: embolroma@rmnet.it 
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BOTSWANA 
 

Mr Hussein Hassan Tattue TARIMO 
Principal Scientific Officer and Head Food Control 
Food Control Unit, Community Health Services 
Division 
Ministry of Health 
Private Bag 00269 
Gaborone 
Phone: 267 3974351/771724779 
Fax: 267 3974354 
Email: nfcbabs@global.bw 

 
BRAZIL - BRÉSIL - BRASIL 
 

Mr Arnaldo DE BAENA FERNANDES 
Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Federative Republic 
of Brazil to FAO 
Via di Santa Maria dell'Anima 32 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 68307576 
Fax: +39 06 68398802 
Email: rebrafao@brafao.it 

 
Mr Victor Hugo COSTA TRAVASSOS DA ROSA 
Director 
Agência Nacional de vigilância Sanitária - ANVISA 
SEPN 515 Edifício Ômega Bloco "B" 3º Andar Sala 
3 
Brasília 
Phone: (61) 34481012 
Fax: (61) 34481137 
Email: divht@anvisa.gov.br 

 
Mr Braz BARACUHY 
Secretary 
Ministry of External Relations 
Esplanada dos Ministérios 
Palacio do Itamaraty 
Anexo 1 - Bloco H -Sala 531 
70 1700900 Brasilia, DF 
Brazil 
Phone: 00 55 61 34116369 
Fax: 00 55 61 32263255 
Email: braz@mre.gov.br 

 
Mr Guilherme Antonio DA COSTA JUNIOR 
Coordinator for WTO Negotiations 
Department of SPS Matters 
Secretariat of Agribusiness International Relations 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministérios-Bloco D-3º andar-Sala340 
Brasília 70043-900 
Phone: +55 61 32182834 
Fax: +55 61 32254738 
Email: guilherme@agricultura.gov.br 
ggguilherme@hotmail.com 

 

Mrs Antonia Maria DE AQUINO 
Manager of Special products 
SEPN 511, Bloco A, Ed. Bittar II 
70750-541 Brasília, DF 
Brazil 
Phone: 55 61 3448-6289 
Fax: 3448-6274 
Email: antonia.maria@anvisa.gov.br 

 
Mr Antonio MANTOAN 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Confederacao Nacional da Industria 
Rua Sto arcadio 290/304 
São Paulo, 04707-110 
Brazil 
Phone: 55 11553 62851 
Fax: 55 11553 62923 
Email: amantoan@cni.org.br 

 
Mrs Maria Aparecida MARTINELLI 
Coordinator of Brazilian Codex Committee 
National Institute for Metrology, Standardization and 
Industrial Quality - Inmetro 
SEPN 511, Bloco  B, Ed. Bittar III, 4º Andar, 
70 750-542 Brasília, DF 
Brazil 
Phone: 55 61 3340-2211 
Fax: 3347 3284 
Email: codexbrasil@inmetro.gov.br 

 
Mr Odilson RIBEIRO E SILVA 
Director of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Matters 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply - 
MAPA 
Esplanada dos Ministérios  
Bloco D, sala 344 
Brasília-DF- Brazil 70043-900 
Phone: (61) 3218-2308/ 218-2834 
Fax: (61) 3225-4738 
Email: odilson@agricultura.gov.br 

 
Mr Cleber SANTOS FERREIRA 
Food General Manager 
National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 511 Ed. Bittar II - 2º andar Asa Norte 
70750-541 Brasilia, DF 
Brazil 
Phone: 55 61 3448-6274 
Fax: 55 61 3448-6274 
Email: cleber.ferreira@anvisa.gov.br 

 
BULGARIA - BULGARIE 
 

Ilia KRASTELNIKOV 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of 
Bulgaria to FAO 
Via Pietro Paolo Rubens, 21 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 3224640/43 
Fax: +39 06 3226122 
Email: prbul.fao@virgilio .it 
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BURKINA FASO 
 

M Boubakar CISSÉ 
Conseiller economique 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade du Burkina Faso 
Via XX Settembre, 86 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 42013335 
Fax: +39 06 42391063 
Email: bkar_cisse@yahoo.fr 

 
BURUNDI 
 

Mr Nestor BIKORIMANA 
Directeur 
Bureau Burundais de Normalisation et Contrôle de la 
qualité 
Point de contact du codex alimentarius 
21 Blvd de l'independence 
B.P. 3535, Bujumbura 
Phone: 221577-221815 
Fax: 2572334535 
Email: bbn@onatel.bi 

 
CAMEROON - CAMEROUN - CAMERÚN 
 

M Moungui MÉDI 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République du Cameroun 
Via Siracusa 4-6 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 44291285 
Fax: +39 06 44291323 

 
Dr Alexandre François NGATCHOU 
Chef de service de la santé publique vétérinaire 
Ministère de l'élevage, des pêches et des industries 
animales 
Yaoundé 

 
M Marcel Prosper BAKAK 
Ingéníeur général d'agriculture 
Chef de la Stataion de la quarantine végétale 
MINADER 
Yaoundé 
Phone: +237 996 1337/2310269 
Fax: +237 2310268 
Email: mandjek4@yahoo.fr 

 
CANADA - CANADÁ 
 

Mr Paul MAYERS 
Director General, Food Directorate 
Health Canada 
Building #7 Postal Locator (0701A5) 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0L2 
Phone: + 613 952 1821 
Fax: + 613 957 1784 
Email: paul_mayers@hc-sc.gc.ca 

 

Mr Ron BURKE 
Codex Contact Point for Canada 
Director, Bureau of Food Regulatory, International 
and Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate, 
Health Canada 
Building #7, Room 2395 (0702C1) 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0L2 
Phone: + 613 957-1748 
Fax: +613 941-3537 
Email: ronald_burke@hc-sc.gc.ca 

 
Mr Allan MC CARVILLE 
Senior Advisor, Codex 
Bureau of Food Regulatory, International and 
Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate, 
Health Canada 
Building #7, Room 2394 (0702C1) 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0L2 
Phone: + 613 957-0189 
Fax: +613 941-3537 
Email: allan_mccarville@hc-sc.gc.ca 

 
Ms Debra BRYANTON 
Executive Director, Food Safety 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Phone: +613 221-7155 
Fax: + 613 221-7295 
Email: dbryanton@inspection.gc.ca 

 
Dr Anne MACKENZIE 
Senior Science Advisor 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive, Room 113 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Phone: +613 221-7084 
Fax: + 613 221-7010 
Email: amackenzie@inspection.gc.ca 

 
Mr Bertrand GAGNON 
Manager, International Coordination 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Phone: + 613 221-7161 
Fax: + 613 221-7295 
Email: bgagnon@inspection.gc.ca 

 
Dr Réjean BOUCHARD 
Assistant Director 
Policy and Dairy Production 
Dairy Farmers of Canada 
75 Albert Street, Suite 1101 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5E7 
Phone: + 613 236-9997 
Fax: + 613 236-0905 
Email: rejeanb@dfc-plc.ca 
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Mr Trueman TUCK 
Friends of Freedom International 
199 North Front Street, Suite 104 & 105 
Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 5H5 
Phone: + 613 968-2613 
Fax: +613 968-3215 
Email: advocate-esther@taxtyranny.ca 

 
Mr Peter HELGASON 
Friends of Freedom International 
199 North Front Street, Suite 104&105 
Belleville, Ontario 
K8N 5H5 
Phone: + 613 968-2613 
Fax: + 613 968-3215 
Email: advocate-esther@taxtyranny.ca 

 
CHILE - CHILI 
 

Don Eduardo ARAYA ALEMPARTE 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Chile 
Via Po, 23 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06844091 
Fax: +39 06 85304552 
Email: missionfao@chile.it 

 
Sr Sergio INSUNZA 
Attaché 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Chile 
Via Po, 23 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 844091 
Fax: +39 06 85304552 
Email: missionfao@chile.it 

 
Sra. Velia ARRIAGADA 
Jefa División Asuntos Internacionales 
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Avenida Bulnes Nº 140, 5º piso 
Santiago 
Phone: 56-2-3451576 
Fax: 56-2-3451578 
Email: velia.arriagada@sag.gob.cl 

 
Sr Gonzalo RÍOS KANTOROWITZ 
Encargado de Negociaciones Internacionales 
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Avenida Bulnes Nº 140, 5º piso 
Santiago 
Phone: 56-2-3451576 
Fax: 56-2-3451578 
Email: gonzalo.rios@sag.gob.cl 

 

Sr. Edgardo Manuel GARCÍA BERNAL 
Gerente General 
Fiordo Austral S.A. 
Ruta 5 Sur, Km 1030-Sector Alto Bonito 
Puerto Montt 
Chile 
Phone: (56) 65 277260 
Fax: (56) 65 277281 
Email: egarcia@fiordoaustral.cl 

 
Sra. Ruth ALARCON 
Encargada Normas Codex 
Servicio Nacional de Pesca 
Phone: (56) 32 819202 
Fax: (56) 32 819200 
Email: ralarcom@sernapesca.cl 

 
Sr. Juan Francisco DE LA JARA 
Asistente Comercial 
Embajada de la República de Chile 
Via Po, 23 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 844091 
Fax: +39 06 85304552 
Email: missionfao@chile.it 

 
CHINA - CHINE 
 

Mr SU ZHI  
Deputy Director-General 
Department of Health Law Enforcement and 
Supervision 
Ministry of Health 
1 South Road 1 Xizhimenwai 
Beijing, China 100044 
Phone: +86 10 68792382 
Fax: +86 10 68792387 
Email: suzhi@moh.gov.cn 

 
Ms ZHANG LINGPING  
Director 
Division of Food and Cosmetic Administration 
Department of Health Law Enforcement and 
Supervision 
Ministry of Health 
1 South Road 1 Xizhimenwai 
Beijing, China 100044 
Phone: +86 10 68792403 
Fax: +86 10 68792408 
Email: zhanglp@moh.gov.cn 

 
Dr LIU XIUMEI  
Chief Scientist 
National Institute of Nutrition and Food Safety China  
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Ministry of Health 
29 Nan Wei Road Beijing 100050 
Phone: +86 10-83132928 
Fax: +86 10-67711813 
Email: xmliu01@yahoo.com.cn 
linxm@chinaedc.net.cn 
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Mr ZHOU YUNLONG  
Director 
Department of Market and Economic Information 
Ministry of Agriculture 
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli 
Beijing 100026 
Phone: 86-10 64193156 
Fax: 86-10 64193315 
Email: scszlc@agri.gov.cn 

 
Ms WANG WEIQIN  
Deputy Director 
Department of International Cooperation 
Ministry of Agriculture 
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli 
Beijing 
Phone: +86 10 64192429 
Fax: +86 10 65003621 
Email: wangweiqin@agri.gov.cn 

 
Mr XU SHIXIN  
Director 
Bureau of Veterinary 
Ministry of Agriculture 
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli 
Beijing,100026 
Phone: +86 10 64192842 
Fax: +86 10 64191652 
Email: xushixin@ivdc.gov.cn 
xushixin@msn.com 

 
Dr HE YIBING  
Senior Engineer 
Institute for the Control of Agrochemicals 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 
Phone: 86 10 64194106 
Fax: 86 10 64194107 
Email: heyibing@agri.gov.cn 

 
Ms ZHANG YAN  
Associate Research Felloe 
Yellow Sea Fishery Research Institute 
Chinese Academy of Fishery Sciences 
Beijing 
Phone: 86 532 5830494 
Fax: 86 532 5830494 
Email: zhangyan@ysfri.ac.cn 

 
Mr XU XUEWAN  
Senior Staff Member 
Center for Science and Technology Development 
Ministry of Agriculture 
20 Maididian Street, Chaoyang District 
Beijing 
Phone: +86 10 64195082 
Fax: +86 10 64194550 
Email: xuxuewan@agri.gov.cn 

 
Dr SHI JIEPING  
Director 
Department of Food Safety Coordination 
State Food and Drug Administration 
Beijing 

 

Mr LI GANG  
Officer 
Department of Market System Development 
Ministry of Commerce 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10 85226395 
Fax: 86-10 65121070 
Email: ligang@mofcom.gov.cn 

 
Ms ZHANG LIJUN  
Director 
Department of Industrial Development 
China General Chamber of Commerce 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10-68391814 
Fax: 86-10-68391814 
Email: zljun@163bj.com 

 
Mr LI XIANGBO  
Officer 
China General Chamber of Commerce 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10 68391807 
Fax: 86-10 68391807 
Email: LXB337@SINA.COM 

 
Mr MA FU XIANG  
Senior Engineer 
Department of Supervision Product Quality of 
General Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine of the People's Republic 
of China 
No. 9 Madian East road 
Haidian Dis., 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-010-82262218 
Fax: 86-010-82260198 
Email: mafx@aqsiq.gov.cn 

 
Mrs BAI LU  
Deputy Division Director 
General Administration of Quality Supervision 
Inspection and Quarantine 
Import and Export Food Safety Bureau 
No.9 Madiandonglu 
Haidian District 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10-82262009 
Fax: 86-10-82260175 
Email: bail@aqsiq.gov.cn 

 
Mrs XU LI YAN  
Assistant Consultant 
General Administration of Quality Supervision 
Inspection and Quarantine of the People's Republic 
of China 
Import and Export Food Safety Bureau 
No 9 Madian East Road 
Haidian District 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10-82262006 
Fax: 86-010-82262017 
Email: xuly@aqsiq.gov.cn 
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Mrs LIAO XIAO QIAN  
General Director 
Standardization Administration of the People's 
Republic of China 
Department of Agriculture, Light Industry and Local 
Standardization 
No 9. Madian Donglu Haidian District 
Beijing 100088 
Phone: 86-010-82262652 
Fax: 86-010-82260686 
Email: liaoxq@sac.gov.cn 

 
Mr WANG NAI LU  
Standardization Administration of the People's 
Republic of China 
Department of Agriculture, Light Industry and Local 
Standardization 
No 9 Madian Donglu Haidian District 
Beijing 100088 
Phone: 86-010-82262654 
Fax: 86-010-82260687 
Email: wangnl@sac.gov.cn 

 
Mrs GE HONG MEI  
Senior Engineer/Deputy Director 
Department of Sci-Tech Standards 
Certification and Accreditation Administration of the 
People's Republic of China 
No.9 Ma Dian East Road, Haidan District 
Beijing 
100088 
Phone: +86-010-82262799 
Fax: +86-010-82260843 
Email: gehm@cnca.gov.cn 

 
Mr WANG JING  
Engineer 
China National Institute of Standardization Food and 
Agriculture Standardization Sub-Institute  
Zhicun Road 4# 
Haidian District 
Beijing 
Phone: 86-10-58811650 
Fax: 86-10-58811655 
Email: wangjing@cnis.gov.cn 

 
Mr ZHANG YIBING  
Director 
Food Supervision Division 
Shandong Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine 
Bureau 
No. 70 Qutangxia Road, Qingdao, Shandong 
Phone: 86-0532 82650682 
Fax: 86-0532 82650682 
Email: zhangyb@sdciq.gov.cn 

 
Mr GUO HANDI  
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the People's Republic 
of China to FAO 
Via degli Urali, 12 
Rome 

 

Dr HO YUK-YIN  
Consultant (Community Medicine) 
Risk Assessment and Communication  
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department 
43/F, Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
Hong Kong 
Phone: +852 2867 5600 
Fax: +852 2526 8279 
Email: yyho@fehd.gov.hk 

 
Ms YUEN LAI-SZE, IRIS  
Research Officer (Risk Assessment) 2 
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department 
43/F, Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
Hong Kong 
Phone: 852 2867 5611 
Fax: 852 2893 3547 
Email: ilsyuen@fehd.gov.hk 

 
COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE 
 

Dr Lenis Enrique URQUIJO VELASQUEZ 
Director General de Salud Pública 
Grupo de Promoción y Prevención 
Ministerio de la Protección Social 
Carrera 13 Nº 32-76 Piso 14 
Bogotá D.C. 
Phone: 57-1-3365066 Ext. 1400 
Fax: 57-1-3365066 Ext. 1075 
Email: lurquijo@minproteccionsocial.gov.co 

 
CONGO 
 

M Emile ESSEMA 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Représentant permanent suppléant auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République du Congo 
Via Ombrone, 8/10 
Rome 

 
COSTA RICA 
 

Sra. Victoria GUARDIA DE HERNÁNDEZ 
Embajador  
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la 
República de Costa Rica ante la FAO 
Viale Liegi, 2 int. 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 84242853 
Fax: +39 06 85355956 
Email: misfao@tiscalinet.it 

 
Sr Orlando MUÑOZ HERNÁNDEZ 
Secretaría Técnica del Comité Nacional 
Ministerio Economía, Industria y Commercio 
Edificio IFAM en Moravia, del Colegio Lincoln  
100 oeste,100 Sur y 200 oeste 
10216-1000 
San José 
Phone: +506 235 2700 ext.248 
Fax: +506 297 1439 
Email: infocodex@meic.go.cr 
omunoz@meic.go.cr 
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Sra. Ligia QUIRÓS GUTIÉRREZ 
Jefe Departamento Zoosanitario de Exportación 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería 
Lagunilla de Heredia, de Jardines del Recuerdo 
San José 
Phone: 00 (506) 260 8648 
Fax: 00(506) 260 8648 
Email: lquiros@protecnet.go.cr 

 
Sra. Yolanda GAGO 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la 
República de Costa Rica ante la FAO 
Viale Liegi, 2 int. 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 84242853 
Fax: +39 06 85355956 
Email: misfao@tiscalinet.it 

 
Sra. Laura MATTIOLI 
Asistente 
Representación Permanente de la 
República de Costa Rica ante la FAO 
Viale Liegi, 2 int. 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 84242853 
Fax: +39 06 85355956 
Email: misfao@tiscalinet.it 
 
Sra. Ursula PERSIANI 
Asistente 
Via del Casaletto n.63 
00151 Roma 

 
CROATIA - CROATIE - CROACIA 
 

Ms Zlata PENIK IVANKO 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Croatia 
Via Luigi Bodio, 74-76 
Rome 

 
CUBA 
 

Sra. Hortensia Nancy FERNÁNDEZ RODRÍGUEZ 
Directora General 
Oficina Nacional de Normalizacion 
Calle E 261 esq a13 
Vedado 
La Habana 
Phone: (537) 830 0891 
Fax: (537)8368048 
Email: nc@ncnorma.cu 

 
Sra. Teresa Déborah INFANTE FRÓMETA 
Directora Relaciones Internacionales 
Oficina Nacional de Normalizacion 
Calle E No.261 esq.a 13 
Vedado 
La Habana 
Phone: (573) 830 0022 
Fax: (573) 836 8048 
Email: nc@ncnorma.cu 

 

Sr. René Antonio FERNÁNDEZ INFANTE 
Director de Normalizacion 
Oficina Nacional de Normalizacion 
Calle E 261 esq a 13 
Vedado 
La Habana 
Phone: (537) 8300732 
Fax: (537) 8368048 
Email: nc@ncnorma.cu 

 
Sra. Juana VALLIN PLOUS 
Directora 
Centro Nacional de Inspeccion de la Calidad 
(CNICA) 
Ministerio de la Industria Alimenticia 
Boyeros Km 3½, Cerro 
La Habana 
Phone: (537) 577143 
Fax: (537) 6427166 
Email: juana@cnica.cu 

 
Sr. Gabriel LAHENS ESPINOSA 
Jefe Departamento Independiente de Regulaciones 
Tecnicas y Calidad 
Ministerio del Comercio Exterior 
Calle 23 e Infanta 
Vedado 
La Habana 
Phone: (537) 550454 
Fax: (537) 550461 
Email: Gabriel.lahens@mincex.cu 

 
Dr José A. CARRERA VARA 
Asesor Inocuidad de los Alimentos 
Ministerio de Salud Pública 
23 Y.N. Edificio Soto 
La Habana 
Phone: (53-7) 5533384 
Fax: (53-7) 8332312 
Email: jose.carrera@infomed.sld.cu 

 
CYPRUS - CHYPRE - CHIPRE 
 

Dr Ioannis KARIS 
Cyprus Organization For Standardization 
Limassol Avenue and Kosta Anaxagora 30 
3rd Floor, 2014 Nicosia 
P.O. Box 16197, Nicosia 
Phone: +357 22 411411 
Fax: +357 22 411511 
Email: cystandards@cys.org.cy 

 
Dr Phrosso HADJILUCA 
Codex Contact Point 
Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism 
Nicosia 
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CZECH REPUBLIC –  
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE –  
REPÚBLICA CHECA 
 

Mr Pavel SKODA 
Counsellor 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Czech Republic 
Via dei Gracchi 322 
00192 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 36095758 
Fax: +39 06 3244466 
Email: rome@embassy.mzv.cz 

 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA –  
RÉPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DÉMOCRATIQUE 
DE CORÉE - REPÚBLICA POPULAR 
DEMOCRÁTICA DE COREA 
 

Mr YUN Su Chang  
Minister 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea 
Viale dell'Esperanto, 26 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 54220749 
Fax: +39 06 54210090 
Email: permrepun@hotmail.com 

 
Mr RI Yong Ho  
Second Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea 
Viale dell'Esperanto, 26 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 54220749 
Fax: +39 06 54210090 
Email: permrepun@hotmail.com 

 
DENMARK - DANEMARK - DINAMARCA 
 

Mr Knud ØSTERGAARD 
Head of International Affairs 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Mørkhøj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Søborg 
Phone: +45 33956000 
Fax: +45 33 956001 
Email: koe@fdir.dk 

 
Ms Jytte KJÆRGAARD 
Consultant 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Mørkhøj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Søborg 
Phone: +45 33 956000 
Fax: +45 33 956000 
Email: jk@fdir.dk 

 

Ms Dr Karina BERGENHOLTZ 
Advisor 
Danish Agricultural Council 
Axeltorv 3 
DK-1609 Copenhagen V 
Phone: +45 33 394000 
Fax: +45 33 394150 
Email: kpb@agriculture.dk 

 
Ms Linda JENSEN 
Head of Section 
Danish Bacon and Meat Council 
Axeltorv 3 
DK-1609 Copenhagen V 
Phone: +33 73 2568 
Fax: +33 93 1023 
Email: LMJ@danishmeat.dk 

 
Mr Jørgen Hald CHRISTENSEN 
Head of Division 
Danish Dairy Board 
Frederiks Alle 22 
DK-8000 Arhus C 
Phone: +45 87312000 
Fax: +45 87312001 
Email: jhc@mejeri.dk 

 
Søren SKAFTE 
Minister 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Royal Danish Embassy 
Via dei Monti Parioli, 50 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 9774831 
Fax: +39 06 97748399 
Email: romamb@um.dk 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC –  
RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE –  
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 
 

Sr. Mario ARVELO CAAMAÑO 
Embajador  
Represenatnte Permanente ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la República 
Dominicana ante la FAO 
Via Marco Aurelio, 42 
Roma 
Fax: +39 06 97256408 
Email: rdfao@rdfao.com 

 
Sra. Margarita CEDEÑO PÉREZ 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO 
Representación Permanente de la República 
Dominicana ante la FAO 
Via Marco Aurelio, 42 
Roma 
Fax: +39 06 97256408 
Email: rdfao@rdfao.com 
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ECUADOR - ÉQUATEUR 
 

Don Emilio Rafael IZQUIERDO MIÑO 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del Ecuador 
Via Antonio Bertoloni, 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 45439007 
Fax: +39 06 8068271 
Email: mecuroma@ecuador it 

 
Sra. Patricia BORJA 
Segundo Secretario 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República del Ecuador 
Via Antonio Bertoloni, 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 45439007 
Fax: +39 06 8068271 
Email: mecuroma@ecuador.it 

 
EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 
 

Prof. Mohammed Fahmy SADDIK 
Professor of Food Hygiene- National Nutrition 
Institute 
Ministry of Health and Population 
Cairo 
Phone: 2602457 
Fax: 4032318 
Email: ilsi@tedafa.net.eg 

 
Prof. Salah Hussain ABOU-RAYA 
Professor of Food Science and Nutrition 
Regional Director 
AOAD Egypt Office 
Phone: 0123199931 (Mobile) 
Fax: 3365799 
Email: aborayaaoad@yahoo.com 

 
Dr Zenaib Abdel HALEEM 
Director-General of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health and Population 
Cairo 
Phone: 202 7948152 
Fax: 202 7921077 
Email: zenaibhalim@yahoo.eg 

 
Dr Ahmed Abdel-Aziz GABALLA 
Scientific and Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Atlantic Industries 
Nasr City 
Free Zome  
Cairo 11471 
Egypt 
Phone: +202 276 71 38 
Fax: +202 287 76 20 
Email: agaballa@mena.ko.com 

 

Dr Maryam Moustafa MOUSSA 
Minister Plenipotentiary for Agricultural Affairs 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
Via Salaria, 267 (Villa Savoia) 
Rome 00199 
Phone: +39 06 8548956 
Fax: +39 06 8542603 
Email: maryam.moussa@tiscali.it 

 
EL SALVADOR 
 

Ing. Myrna Evelyn ALVAREZ DE VANEGAS 
Jefe Dpto. Normalización, Metrología, Certificación 
de la Calidad CONACYT 
Consejo Nacional de Cienca y tecnología 
(CONACYT) 
Col. Médica Ave. Dr Emilio Elvarez Pje 
Dr Guillermo Rodríguez Pacas, San Salvador 
Phone: +503 226 2800 
Fax: +503 225 6255 
Email: evanegas@conacyt.gob.sv 

 
Sra. María Edith RAMÍREZ DE ANDINO 
Miembro de la Junta Directiva del CONACYT 
Consejo Nacional de Cienca y Tecnología 
(CONACYT) 
Colonia Medica Pasaje Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez 
Pacas y Avenida Dr emilio Alvarez Nº 51  
San Salvador 
Phone: (503) 2226 2800 ext 211 
Fax: (503) 2225 6255 
Email: evanegas@conacyt.gob.sv 

 
Sra. Maria Eulalia JIMÉNEZ 
Ministro Consejero 
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de El Salvador 
Via Gualtiero Castellini, 13 
Roma 

 
ERITREA - ÉRYTHRÉE 
 

Mr Tekleab MESGHENA 
Director-General 
Regulatory Services Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 8195 
Asmara 
Phone: +29 11120395 
Fax: +29 11127508 
Email: mtekleab@eol.com.er 

 
Mr Yohannes TENSUE 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Eritrea 
Via Boncompagni, 16 - 3rd Floor 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 42741293 
Fax: +39 06 42086806 
Email: segreteria@embassyoferitrea.it 
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ESTONIA - ESTONIE 
 

Mrs Katrin LÕHMUS 
Senior Officer 
Food Safety OFfice of the Food and Veterinary 
Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
39/41 Lai str., 
15056 Tallinn 
Phone: +372 6 256 509 
Fax: +372 6 256 210 
Email: katrin.lohmus@agri.ee 

 
ETHIOPIA - ÉTHIOPIE - ETIOPIA 
 

Mr Mesai GIRMA 
Director-General 
Quality and Standards Authority of Ethiopia 
P.O. Box 2310 
Addis Ababa 
Phone: +251 12515736 
Fax: +2511460881 
Email: dgqsae@ethionet.et 

 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION) –  
COMMUNAUTÉ EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE) –  
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA (ORGANIZACIÓN 
MIEMBRO) 
 

Mr Michael SCANNELL 
Principal Administrator 
European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 299 3364 
Fax: +32 2 299 8566 
Email: Michael.scannell@cec.eu.int 

 
Ms Maryse COUTSOURADIS 
Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Via IV Novembre 149 
00187 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 679 7823 
Fax: +39 06 6797830 
Email: Maryse.Coutsouradis@cec.eu.int 

 
Mr Alain DEHOVE 
Administrator 
European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 295 2538 
Fax: +32 2 299 8566 
Email: Alain.dehove@cec.eu.int 

 
Mr Frank FAY 
Deputy Head of Unit 
European Commission 
DG Agriculture 
B-1049 Bruxelles 
Phone: +32 2 2962974 
Fax: +32 2 2953676 
Email: francis.fay@cec.eu.int 

 

Mr Jerome LEPEINTRE 
Administrator 
European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 299 3701 
Fax: +32 2 299 8566 
Email: jerome.lepeintre@cec.eu.int 

 
Mr Basil MATHIOUDAKIS 
Acting Head of Unit "Food Law and Biotechnology" 
Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General 
European Commission 
B-1049 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 2959182 
Fax: +32 2 2960951 
Email: basil.mathioudakis@cec.eu.int 

 
Mr Willem PENNING 
Head of Unit 
European Commission 
Wetstraat, 200 
1049 Brussels 
Phone: +320 2029 55651 
Email: willem.penning@cec.eu.int 

 
Mrs Almudena RODRIGUEZ 
Administrator 
European Commission 
Rue Froissart 101, 0/58 
Brussels B-1049 
Phone: +322 2961068 
Fax: +322 2963615 
Email: almudena.rodriguez@cec.eu.int 

 
Mrs Cristina RUEDA CATRY 
Administrateur 
European Commission 
DG Agriculture 
200 Rue de la Loi 
B-1049 Brussels 
Phone: =32 22295893 
Fax: +32 22953676 
Email: Cristina.Rueda-Catry@cec.eu.int 

 
Mr Vito SIGNATI 
Official in Exchange 
Delegation of the European Commission to FAO and 
to the UN Organizations 
Via IV Novembre 149 
00187 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 6797823 
Fax: +39 06 6797830 
Email: vsignati@centroestero.basilicata.it 

 
FIJI - FIDJI 
 

Mr YOK YEE CHAN 
Embassy of the Republic of the Fiji Islands  
92-92, Square Plasky 
5th Floor 
1030 Brussels 
Belgium 
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FINLAND - FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 
 

Mr Matti AHO 
Chief Veterinary Officer, Director-General 
Food and Health Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
P.O. Box 30 
FIN-00023 Government,  
Helsinki 
Phone: +358-9-1605 3380 
Fax: +358-9-1605 4777 
Email: matti.aho@mmm.fi 

 
Ms Anne HAIKONEN 
Counsellor 
Legal Affairs 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
P.O. Box 32 
00023 Government, FINLAND 
Phone: +358-9-1606 3654 
Fax: + 358-9-1606 2670 
Email: anne.haikonen@ktm.fi 

 
Ms Kaija HASUNEN 
Ministerial Adviser 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health 
P.O. Box 33 
FI-00023 Government, FINLAND 
Phone: +358-9-1607 4035 
Fax: +358-9-1607 4144 
Email: kaija.hasunen@stm.fi 

 
Ms Auli SUOJANEN 
Director 
National Food Agency 
P.O. Box 28 
00581 Helsinki, FINLAND 
Phone: +358-9-3931 513 
Fax: +358-9-3931 592 
Email: auli.suojanen@nfa.fi 

 
FRANCE - FRANCIA 
 

Mme Roseline LECOURT 
Chargée de Mission 
Ministère de l'Economie, des Finances et de 
l'Industrie 
DGCCRF - Télédoc 051 
59, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 PARIS CEDEX 13 
Phone: (33) 01 44 973470 
Fax: (33) 01 44 973037 
Email: roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 

 

M Pascal AUDEBERT 
Chargé de mission- Point de Contact du Codex 
Alimentarius en France 
Premier Ministre 
Comité interministériel pour les questions de 
coopération économique européenne 
Secrétariat général (SGCI) 
2, boulevard Diderot 
75572 PARIS cedex 12 
Phone: 33 1 44 871603 
Fax: 33 1 44 871604 
Email: sgci-codex-fr@sgci.gouv.fr 
pascal.audebert@sgci.gouv.fr 

 
Mme Sandrine BLANCHEMANCHE 
Chercheur 
INRA Unité "Méthodologie d'Analyse du Risque" 
16 rue Claude Bernard 
75231 Paris cedex 05 
Phone: 01 44 088612 
Fax: 01 44 087276 
Email: blanchem@inapg.inra.fr 

 
Mlle Catherine CHAPOUX 
Adjoint au chef de bureau 
Bureau des accords multilatéraux saniatires et 
phytosanitaires 
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'alimentation, de la 
pêche et de la ruralité 
251 rue de Vaugirard, 75732 Paris cedex 15 
Phone: 00 33 1 49558486 
Fax: 00 33 1 49554462 
Email: catherine.chapoux@agriculture.gouv.fr 

 
Mme Dominique BUREL 
Association laitiàc française (ALF) 
CNIEL 
rue de Chateaudun 
75009 Paris  
 
M Eric GRANDE 
Directeur de Affaires Réglementaires 
DANONE VITAPOLE 
RD 128  
91767 Paliseau Cedex 
France 
Phone: +33 616992796 
Fax: +33 169357696 
Email: eric.grande@danone.com 

 
Mme Annie LOC'H 
Directeur des Affaires Réglementaires 
Groupe DANONE 
17 Bd Haussmann 75009 
Paris 
Phone: 33 1 44 352432 
Fax: 33 1 44 352469 
Email: annie.loch@danone.com 
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GABON - GABÓN 
 

M Louis Stanislas CHARICAUTH 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent suppléant auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République gabonaise 
Via San Marino, 36-36A 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 85358970 
Fax: +39 06 8417278 
Email: lscharicauth@yahoo.fr 

 
GEORGIA - GÉORGIE 
 

Mrs Nino DEMETRASHVILI 
Head 
Division of State Sanitary Inspectorate 
Ministry of Health 
0161 128 Tsinamdzgvrishvili Str 
Tbilisi 
Phone: +995 32 32 0195 
Fax: +995 32 990531 
Email: ninid@usa.com 

 
Mr Levan CHITEISHVILI 
Head of Division of Relations 
Ministry of Agriculture 
0179, 41 Kostava Str. 
Tbilisi 
Phone: +995 32 990531 
Fax: +995 32 990531 
Email: levanch@maf.ge 

 
GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 
 

Mr Bernhard KÜHNLE 
Director-General 
Food Safety and Veterinary Affairs 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Nutrition 
and Agriculture 
Rochusstraße 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Phone: 49(0)228 - 529 3542 
Fax: 49(0)228 - 529 3341 
Email: AL3@bmvel.bund.de 

 
Mr Gerhard BIALONSKI 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture 
Rochusstraße 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Phone: 49(0)228-529 4651 
Fax: 49(0)228-529 4943 
Email: 314@bmvel.bund.de 

 
Mr Michael HAUCK 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture 
Rochusstraße 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Phone: +49 (0) 30 2006 3263                     
Fax: 49(0)30 2006 3273 
Email: Codex.germany@bmvel.bund.de 

 

Dr Rolf GROSSKLAUS 
Director and Professor 
Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) 
Thielallee 88-92 
D-14195 Berlin 
Phone: +49 (30) 8412 3230 
Fax: +49 (30) 8412 3715 
Email: r.grossklaus@bfr.bund.de 

 
Mr Thomas KÜTZEMAIER 
Managing Director 
German Dairy Association 
Meckenheimer Allee 137 
53115 Bonn 
Email: th.kuetzemeier@vdm-deutschland.de 

 
Ms Clara MEYNEN 
Verbraucherzentrale Bundesverbrand e v. 
Markgrafenstraße 66 
D-10696 
Phone: +49 (30) 25800444 
Fax: +49 (30) 25800418 
Email: meynen@vzbv.de 

 
Dr Michael PACKERT 
Südzucker AG 
Zentralabteilung Lebensmittelqualität u. allg. 
Verbraucherpolitik 
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.12 
D-68165 Mannheim 
Email: michael.packert@suedzucker.de 

 
Dr Jörg W. RIEKE 
Milchindustrie-Verband e V. 
Godesberger Allee 157 
53175 Bonn 
Phone: 0049 228 9596922 
Fax: 0049 228 371535 
Email: rieke@milchindustrie.de 

 
GHANA 
 

Mr Francis KUNADU-AMPRATWUM 
Principal Veterinary Officer 
Veterinary Services Department 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
P.O. Box M 161 
Accra 
Phone: +23321500231 
Fax: +23321500092 
Email: kampratwumf@yahoo.co.uk 

 
Mr Kwaku NICOL 
Minister Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Ghana 
Via Ostriana 4 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 86219307 
Fax: +39 06 86325762 
Email: ghembrom@rdn.it 
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Mrs Kistina BIRITWUM 
Chemical Sciences Division 
Ghana Standards Board  
P.O. Box MB-245 
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 501492 
Fax: 00233 021 500092/500231 
Email: kistinab@yahoo.com 

 
Ms Genevieve BAAH 
Secretary, National Codex Committee 
Ghana Standards Board 
P.O. Box MB-245 
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 500065/6 
Fax: 00233 021 500092 
Email: gsbnep@ghanastandards.org 

 
Mr Kwamina VAN ESS 
Head of Food Division 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 661248/660489 
Fax: 00233 021 660389 
Email: fdb@ghana.com 

 
Mrs Yvonne Korkoi NKRUMAH 
Legal Officer 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box  CT 2783 
Cantonments  
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 661248/660489 
Fax: 00233 021 660389 
Email: fdb@ghana.com 

 
Mr Emmanuel Kyeremateng AGYARKO 
Chief Executive 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 661248/660489 
Fax: 00233 021 660389 
Email: fdb@ghana.com 

 
Mr Samuel Kwaku KABO 
Chief Economics Officer 
Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning 
P.O. Box M40 
Accra 
Phone: 00233 021 663847 
Fax: 00233 021 667880 
Email: fdb@ghana.com 

 

GREECE - GRÈCE - GRECIA 
 

Mr Emmanuel MANOUSSAKIS 
Minister Plenipotentiary (Agricultural Affairs) 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Greece 
Viale G. Rossini, 4 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 85375525 
Fax: +39 06 85375503 
Email: gremroma@tin.it 

 
GUATEMALA 
 

Sr. Francisco Eduardo BONIFAZ RODRÍGUEZ 
Embajador 
Representante Permanente ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Guatemala 
Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 128 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 36381143 
Fax: +39 06 3291639 
Email: embaguate.italia@tin.it 

 
Sra. Ileana RIVEIRA DE ANGOTTI 
Primer Secretario 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Guatemala 
Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 128 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 36381143 
Fax: +39 06 3291639 
Email: embaguate.italia@tin.it 

 
GUINEA - GUINÉE 
 

M Abdulaye TRAORE 
Conseiller economique 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République de Guinée  
Via Adelaide Ristori, 9b/13 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 8078989 
Fax: +39 06 8077588 
Email: abdulayetraore05@yahoo.fr 

 
GUINEA-BISSAU - GUINÉE-BISSAU 
 

Mr Julio Malam INJAI 
Chef du Departement de la Phytopatologie 
Service de la protection des végétaux 
Ministère du développement rural et de l'agriculture 
B.P. 844 
Bissau 
Bissau 
Phone: +245 221 200 
Fax: +245 221 019 
Email: julioinjai@hotmail.com 
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HONDURAS 
 

Sra. Ana ALCERRO PERDOMO 
Ministro Consejero 
Encargada de Negocios a.i. 
Representante Permanente Adjunto ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Honduras 
Via Giambattista Vico 40, int. 8 
Roma 
Phone: +39 06 3207236 
Fax: +39 06 3207973 
Email: embhon@tin.it 

 
Sra. Mayra REINA 
Consejero 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República de Honduras 
Via Giambattista Vico 40, int. 8 
Roma 

 
HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRÍA 
 

Dr Károlyné SZERDAHELYI 
Senior Counsellor 
Department of Food Industry 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Kossuth Lajos-tér 11 
Postal Address: 1860 Budapest 55. PF 1 
Budapest 
Phone: +36 1 301-4110 
Fax: +36 1 301-4808 
Email: tanya.szerdahelyi@fvm.hu 

 
Dr Mária VÁRADI 
Head of unit 
Central Food Research Institute 
Herman Otto ut 15 
H-1022 Budapest 
Hungary 
Phone: +36 1 3558982 
Fax: +36 1 2129853 
Email: m.varadi@cfri.hu 

 
ICELAND - ISLANDE - ISLANDIA 
 

Mr Thordur ASGEIRSSON 
Director of Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ingolfsstraeti 1 
101 Reykjavik 
Phone: +354 569 7900 
Fax: +354 569 7991 
Email: thordur@fiskistofa.is 

 

INDIA - INDE 
 

Mrs Rita TEAOTIA 
Joint Secretary  
Department of Health 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
Nirman Bhavan 
Maulana Azad Road 
New Delhi-110011 
India 
Phone: +91 11 23061195 
Fax: +91 11 23061842 
Email: jsrt@nb.nic.in 

 
Mr Rahul KHULLAR 
Joint Secretary 
Department of Commerce 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Government of India 
Udyog Bhavan, Maulana Azad Road 
New Delhi-110011 
Phone: +91 11 23015215 
Fax: +91 11 23014418 
Email: rkhullar@ub.nic.in 

 
Mr Tapesh PAWAR 
Joint Secretary 
Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture  
Government of India 
Krishi Bhavan 
New Delhi-110001 
India 
Phone: +91 11 23387804 
Fax: +91 11 23386115 
Email: tpawar@nic.in 

 
Mr Shailendra AGARWAL 
Director 
Department of Commerce 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Government of India 
Udyog Bhavan, Maulana Azad Road 
New Delhi 110011 
India 
Phone: +91 11 23012664 
Fax: +91 11 23014418 
Email: shailagarwal@ub.nic.in 

 
Mr Arun Kumar SHRIVASTAV 
Deputy Assistant Director-General (PFA) 
Directorate General of Health Services  
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
New Delhi 
Phone: +91 11 23063030 
Fax: +91 11 23061968 
Email: dadgaks@nb.nic.in 
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INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 
 

Mr  SUNARYA 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Manggala Wanabakti Building Block 4, 4th Floor 
JL. Jend. Gatot Subroto 
Senayan 
Jakarta 10270 
Phone: (62-21) 5747043 
Fax: (62-21) 5747045 
Email: sunarya@bsn.or.id 

 
Prof. Dr Dedi FARDIAZ 
Deputy Chairman for Food Safety and Hazardous 
Substance Control 
National Agency for Drug and Food Control  
Republic of Indonesia 
Jl Percetakan Negara No 23 
Jakarta 
Phone: 62 21 4253257 
Fax: 62 21 4287701 
Email: d_fardiaz@hotmail.com 
deputi3@pom.go.id 

 
Prof.Dr F.G. WINARNO 
PT. Mbrio Biotekkindo 
Jl. Pajarin Indah V No1 c 
Bogor 
Phone: (62-251) 332403 
Fax: (62-251) 377973 
Email: fgw@mbrio-food.com 

 
Mr Yamin RACHMAN 
Ministry of Industry 
Jl. Jenderal Gatot Subroto kav 52-52, 17th Floor 
Jakarta 
Phone: + (62-21) 5252709 
Fax: (62-21) 5252709 
Email: dira-ikahh@dprin.go.id 

 
Mr Nyoman Oka TRIDJAJA 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Jl. Harsono RM No.3, Pasar Minggu 
Jakarta 12550 
Phone: (62-21) 78842572 
Fax: (62-21) 7818202 
Email: ntridjaja@yahoo.com 

 
Mr Faiz ACHMAD 
Ministry of Industry 
Jl. Jenderal Gatot Subroto Kav 52-52, 17th Floor 
Jakarta 
Phone: (62-21) 5252709 
Fax: (62-21) 5252709 
Email: faizachmad@yahoo.com 

 
Mr Derom BANGUN 
Indonesian Palm oil Producers Association 
Gabungan Pengusaha Kelapa Sawit Indonesia 
(GAPKI) 
40, JL. Murai II 2, Tomang Elok Complex 
Medan 20122 
Indonesia 
Phone: +62 61 8473331-2 
Fax: +62 61 8468851 
Email: gapki@indosat.net.id 

 

Mr Sunggul SINAGA 
Agricultural Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia 
Via Campania 55 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 420 09434 
Fax: +39 06 488 0280 
Email: dr_sunggulsinaga@yahoo.com 

 
Mr Suhartuti SOETOPO 
Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia 
Via Campania 55 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 42009434 
Fax: +39 06 4880280 
Email: indorom@uni.net 

 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) –  
IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') –  
IRÁN (REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 
 

Mr Aminhadi DINDOOST 
Expert 
International and Regional Organizations Bureau 
(IROB) 
Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture 
Keshavarz Blv. 
Tehran 

 
IRAQ 
 

Mr Akram H. AL-JAFF 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of Iraq to 
FAO 
Via della Camilluccia, 355 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 578 1523 
Fax: +39 06 578 1523 
Email: Iraqmission@yahoo.com 
akram_jaff@hotmail.com 

 
IRELAND - IRLANDE - IRLANDA 
 

Mr Richard HOWELL 
Agricultural Inspector 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
7C Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 

 
Ms Joan REGAN 
Assistant Principal 
Food Unit 
Department of Health and Children 
Hawkins House 
Hawkins Street 
Dublin 2 
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Mr Alan REILLY 
Deputy Chief executive 
Director of Food Science and Standards 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
Lr. Abbey Street 
Dublin1 

 
ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 
 

Dr.ssa Brunella LO TURCO 
Secretary General 
Italian Codex Committee 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
Roma 00187 
Phone: +39 06 46636512 
Fax: +39 06 4880273 
Email: QTC@politicheagricole.it 

 
Dr Pier Giuseppe FACELLI 
Direttore Ufficio III 
Direzione Generale Sanità, Veterinaria e 
Alimentazione 
Ministero della Salute 
Lungotevere Ripa 
00153 Roma  
Phone: +39 06 59946613 
Fax: +39 06 5994 6555 
Email: pg.facelli@sanita.it 

 
Dr Giuseppe DE GIOVANNI 
Ministero Attività Produttive 
Via Molise 2 
00187 Roma 
Phone: +39 06 47887729 
Fax: +39 06 47887797 
Email: giuseppe.degiovanni@minindustria.it 

 
Dr Ciro IMPAGNATIELLO 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
Roma 00187 
Phone: +39 06 46656511 
Fax: +39 06 4880276 
Email: c.impagnatiello@politicheagricole.it 

 
Dr.ssa Albina DE MARCO 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
Roma 00187 
Phone: +39 06 46656520 
Fax: +39 06 4880273 

 
Prof. Sergio VENTURA 
Avenue du Vieux Moutier, 18 
B-1640- Rhode-Saint Genèse 
Phone: 32 2 3805003 
Fax: 32 2 3804914 
Email: sylvie.corradi@brutele.be 

 

Dr Leo BERTOZZI 
Direttore Consorzio del Formaggio Parmigiano 
Reggiano 
Via J.F. Kennedy, 18 
Phone: +39 0522307741 
Fax: +39 0522 307748 
Email: staff@parmigiano-reggiano.it 

 
M Luca COLOMBO 
Consiglio dei Diritti Genetici 
Via Panaro 14 
00199 Roma 
Phone: +39 06 45438276 
Fax: +39 06 8639 1315 

 
M Pier Maria SACCANI 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
Roma 00187 

 
JAMAICA - JAMAÏQUE 
 

Dr Omer THOMAS 
Executive Director 
Bureau of Standards Jamaica 
6 Winchester Road 
Kingston 10 
Jamaica 
Phone: +876-926 31405 
Fax: 876-929 4736 
Email: othomas@jbs.org.jm 
mdacres @jbs.org.jm 

 
JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 
 

Mr Toshiro NAKAGAKI 
Director 
Standards and Evaluation Division 
Department of Food Safety 
Phamaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo, 100-8916 
Japan 
Phone: +81-3 3595-2341 
Fax: +81-3 3501 4868 
Email: nakagaki-toshiro@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Dr Hikaru FUKUDA 
Deputy Director 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
Prudential Tower 6F  
2-13-10 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8989 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 5251 9138 
Fax: 81-3 3591 2236 
Email: hikaru.fukuda1@cao.go.jp 
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Mr Ryuji AOKI 
Official 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
Prudential Tower 6F, 2-13-10 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-
ku 
Tokyo 100-8989  
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 5251 9147 
Fax: 81-3 3591 2236 
Email: ryuji.aoki@cao.go.jp 

 
Dr Tamami UMEDA 
Director 
International Food Safety Planning 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau  
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8916  
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3595 2326 
Fax: 81-3 3503 7965 
Email: umeda-tamami@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Dr Koji NABAE 
Deputy Director 
International Food Safety Planning 
Department of Food Safety, 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Japan  
Phone: 81-3 3595 2326 
Fax: 81-3 3503 7965 
Email: nabae-koji@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Dr Kazuko FUKUSHIMA 
Chief 
Standards and Evaluation Division 
Department of Food Safety  
Phamaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3595 2341 
Fax: 81-3 3501 4868 
Email: fukushima-kazuko@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Dr Eiichi YOKOTA 
Deputy Director 
Inspection and Safety Division 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916, Japan  
Phone: 81-3 3595 2337 
Fax: 81-3 3503 7964 
Email: yokota-eiichi@mhlw.go.jp 

 

Dr Hiroshi YOSHIKURA 
Adviser 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare  
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3595 2326 
Fax: 81-3 3503 7965 
Email: codexj@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Mr Yoshiaki MAEDA 
Officer 
International Affairs Division 
Minister's Secretariat 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3595 2403 
Fax: 81-3-3501 2532 
Email: maeda-yoshiaki@mhlw.go.jp 

 
Mr Ryosuke OGAWA 
Director 
International Affairs Office 
Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 5512 2291 
Fax: 81-3 3597 0329 
Email: ryousuke_ogawa@nm.maff.go.jp 

 
Mr Masahiro MIYAZAKO 
Deputy Director 
Food safety and Consumer Policy Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3-5512 2291 
Fax: 81-3 3597 0329 
Email: masahiro_miyazako@nm.maff.go.jp 

 
Mr Masahiro SEGAWA 
Deputy Director 
Plant Products Safety Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3502 5968 
Fax: 81-3 3580 8592 
Email: masahiro_segawa@nm.maff.go.jp 
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Mr Yasuyuki NAGARA 
Technical Advisor 
Japan Food Industry Center 
1-9-13 Akasaka, Minato-ku 
Tokyo 107-0052 
Japan 
Phone: 81-3 3224 2361 
Fax: 81-3 3224 2398 

 
JORDAN - JORDANIE - JORDANIA 
 

Dr Yaseen Muhib KHAYYAT 
Director General 
Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology 
P.O. Box 941287 
Amman 
Phone: +962 6 5680316 
Fax: +962 6 5681099 
Email: jism@jism.gov.jo 

 
Dr Mahmoud Ali AL ZU'BI 
Secretary of National Codex Committee 
Jordan Institution for Standards and Metrology 
P.O. Box 941287 
Amman 
Phone: +962 6 5680139 
Fax: +962 6 5681099 
Email: mzoubi@jism.gov.jo 

 
KENYA 
 

Mrs Evah ODUOR 
General Manager  
Standards Development Division 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 54974-00200 
Nairobi 
Phone: (+254 020) 605506 
Fax: (+254 020) 609660 
Email: oduore@kebs.org 

 
Mr Tom Kevin OLIELO 
Head of the Agrochemical Department 
Secretary of National Codex Committee 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 54974-00200 
Nairobi 
Phone: +254 20605506 
Fax: +254 020609660 
Email: tkolielo@kebs.org 

 
Ms Gladys NJERI MAINA 
General Manager - Quality Assurance 
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service 
P.O. Box 49592 - 00100 
Nairobi 
Phone: 254 020 884545 
Fax: +254-020-882265 
Email: kephisinfo@kephis.org 
gmaina@kephis.org 

 

Dr Joseph MUSAA 
Assistant Director 
Department of Veterinary Services 
Nairobi 
Phone: 254 020 631289 
Fax: 254 20 631273 
Email: vetboard@iconnet.co.ke 

 
Mr Joseph Kimani MBURU 
Attaché (Agricultural Affairs) 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Kenya 
Via Archimede, 164 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 8082717/8 
Fax: +39 06 8082707 
Email: kenroma@rdn.it 

 
KUWAIT - KOWEÏT 
 

Mr Hassan GHADAKI 
Interim Delegate of the State of Kuwait 
16 Saintfield Ave 
Toronto  
Ontario M3C2M5 

 
Ms Siham NUSEIBEH 
Interim Delegate of the State of Kuwait 
P.O. Box 4536 
Viale Aventino 36 
00153 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 5757598 

 
LESOTHO 
 

Mr Cyprian Tihako MOKHORO 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, Cooperatives and 
Marketing 
LNDC Comple, Kingsway, PO Box 747 
Maseru 100 
Phone: +266 22 320695/17454 
Fax: +266 22 310326 
Email: lessqa@leo.co.ls 

 
Mr Mamosala Semakaleng SHALE 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho 
Via Serchio, 8 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 8542496 
Fax: +39 06 8542527 
Email: lesothoembassy.rome@tin.it 

 
LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA –  
JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE –  
JAMAHIRIJA  ÁRABE LIBIA 
 

Mr Abdalla Abdulrahman ZAIED 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya to FAO 
Via Nomentana, 365 
Rome 
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Mr Seraj Addin S.A. ESSA 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya to FAO 
Via Nomentana, 365 
Rome 

 
LITHUANIA - LITUANIE - LITUANIA 
 

Mr Albertas BARZDA 
National Nutrition Center  
Ministry of Health 
Kalvariju Str 153 
LT-08221 
Vilnius 
Lithuania 
Phone: +370 5 2778919 
Fax: +370 5 2778713 
Email: rmc@rmc.lt 
albertas@rmc.lt 

 
MADAGASCAR 
 

M  MONJA 
Conseiller 
Représentant permanent adjoint auprès de la FAO 
Ambassade de la République de Madagascar 
Via Riccardo Zandonai, 84/A 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06307797/+39 06300183 
Fax: +39 063294306 
Email: e_monja@yahoo.fr 

 
MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 
 

Dr.Hj. Abd. Rahim MOHAMAD 
Director 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, parcel E 
federal Government Administrative Centre 
62590 Putrajaya 
Malaysia 
Phone: +603 8883 3502 
Fax: +602 889 3815 
Email: abd_rahim@moh.gov.my 
amohd42@yahoo.com 

 
Mrs Dató Lily ZACHARIAH 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Malaysia 
Via Nomentana, 297 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 8415808 
Fax: +39 06 8555040 
Email: mw.rome@flashnet.it 

 

Ms Noraini Mohd. OTHMAN 
Deputy Director (Codex) 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
62590 Putrajaya 
Malaysia 
Phone: + 603 8883 3500 
Fax: +603 8889 3815 
Email: noraini_mohdothman@yahoo.co.uk 
noraini_othman@moh.gov.my 

 
Dr Mohd Basri WAHID 
Deputy Director-General 1 (R&D) 
Malaysian Palm oil Board (MPOB) 
Ministry of Primary Industries and Commodities 
P.O. Box 10620 
Kuala Lumpur 50720 
Malaysia 
Phone: +603 8925 2945 
Fax: + 603 8926 3984 
Email: basri@mpob.gov.my 

 
Ms Noraini SUDIN 
Director of PDAS 
Malaysia Palm Oil Board (MPOB) 
Ministry of Primary Industries and Commodities 
P.O. Box 10620 
Kuala Lumpur 50720 
Phone: + 603 8925 9952 
Fax: + 603 8922 1742 
Email: noraini@mpob.gov.my 

 
Mr Johari RAMLI 
Agricultural Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Malaysia 
Via Nomentana 297 
00162 Rome 
Rome 
Phone: + 39 06 841 9296/5764 
Fax: + 39 06 855 5040 
Email: johari5@hotmail.com 
malagrirm@virgilio.it 

 
MALI - MALÍ 
 

Mr Ousmane TOURE 
Directeur Général 
Agence Nationale de la Sécurité Sanitaire des 
Aliments 
Ministère de la Santé 
BP. 232 Koulouba 
Bamako 
Phone: +223 222 0747 
Fax: +223 223 0203 
Email: oussou_toure@hotmail.com 
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MALTA - MALTE 
 

Mr Abraham BORG 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of Malta 
to FAO 
Via dei Somaschi, 1 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 6879990 
Fax: +39 06 6892687 
Email: maltaembassy.unrome@gov.mt 

 
MAURITIUS - MAURICE - MAURICIO 
 

Mr Mooneeshwar RAMTOHUL 
Chief Agricultural Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food Technology and 
Natural Resources, Reduit 
Mauritius 
Phone: (230) 464 3136 
Fax: (230) 464 8749 
Email: faomau@intnet.mu 

 
MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MÉXICO 
 

Sr. Carlos Ramón BERZUNZA SÁNCHEZ 
Director de Normalización Internacional 
Dirección General de Normas 
Secretaría de Economía 
Puente de Tecamachalco 6, Lomas de Tecamachalco 
Naucalpan, Estado de México, 53950, MEXICO 
Phone: +(52)(55) 57 29 94 80 
Fax: + (52)(55) 55 20 97 15 
E-mail: cberzunz@economia.gob.mx 
 

 
 

Sra. Aída de Lourdes ALBUERNE PIÑA 
Bióloga Comisionada de Operación Sanitaria 
Comision Federal para la Protección contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) 
Monterrey 33 Piso 2 Colonia Roma 
Delegacion Cuauhtémoc 
México, D.F. 06700  
Phone: +(52) (55) 111304/52 55 146457 
Fax: + (52) (55) 5080 5200 ext1005 
Email: aalbuerne@salud.gob.mx 

 
 

Sr. Eduardo JARAMILLO NAVARRETE 
Director Ejecutivo de Operación Internacional 
Comisión Federal para la Protección contra 
Riesgos Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) 
Monterrery 33 Piso 2 Colonia Roma,  
Delegación Cuauhtémoc, México D.F. 06700 
 

 

Sr. Alfonso MONCADA JIMÉNEZ 
Representante 
Consejo Agroempresarial de Mesoamerica y el caribe 
Av. División del Norte Nº 1419 Sta.Cruz Atoyac.  
México, D.F. C.P. 03310 MEXICO 
Phone: +(52)(55) 55 90 79 61 
Fax: + (52)(55) 56 01 09 03 
E-mail: amoji@starmedia.com 
 

 
Sr. Raúl PORTILLO ALDRETT 
SubDirector Soporte Técnico región Sur 
CANACINTRA  
Rubén Darío 115. Col. Bosques de Chapultepec.  
México D.F. MEXICO 
Phone: +(52)(55) 52-62-23-86 
Fax: + (52)(55) 52-62-20-05 
E-mail: rportillo@la.ko.com 
 

 
Sra. Laura BONILLA REYES 
Gerente Corporativo de Asuntos Regulatorios 
Unilever México 
Calle 21–E No. 1 CIVAC 
Jiutepec, Morelos 62500, MÉXICO 
Phone: +(52)(777) 3 29 10 91 / + (52) (55) 5238 
2239 
Fax: +(52) (777) 3 29 12 32 
E-mail: laura.bonilla@unilever.co 
 
 
Sr. Vladimir HERNÁNDEZ LARA 
Consejero 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajad de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos 
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani, 16 
Roma 
 
Sr. Mario Alberto PICASSO 
Embajada de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos 
Via Lázaro Spallanzani, 16 
Roma 
 

 
MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS 
 

M Mohamed MAJDI 
Coordonnateur des travaux du Codex pour l'Afrique 
Chef de la Division de la répression des fraudes 
(DPVCTRF) 
Ministère de l'agriculture, du développement rural et 
des pêches maritimes  
Rabat 
Phone: +212 3 7297543 
Fax: +212 3 729 7544 
Email: mmajdi@menara.ma 

 
M El-Maati BENAZZOUZ 
Laboratoire Officiel d'Analyses et de Recherches 
Chimiques 
Ministère de l'agriculture, du développement rural et 
des pêches maritimes   
Place Abdallah Chefchaouni, Quartier Administratif 
Rabat Chellah 
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M Mohammed BACHAOUCH 
Directeur des Affaires Scientifiques et 
Réglementaires 
TCCEC 
B.P. 8062 OASIS  
Casablanca 
Phone: +21 222435107 
Fax: +21 222335800 
Email: mbachaouch@mena.ko.com 

 
Mme Nezha HAFID 
Sociéte Lesieur Cristal 
Ministère de l'agriculture, du développement rural et 
des pêches maritimes   
Place Abdallah Chefchaouni, Quartier Administratif 
Rabat Chellah 

 
MYANMAR 
 

Mr Hlaing MYINT OO 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Union of Myanmar 
Via della Camilluccia, 551 
Rome 

 
NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS –  
PAÍSES BAJOS 
 

Dr Rob J. DORTLAND 
Director 
Department for Nutrition, Health Protection and 
Prevention 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
P.O. Box 20350 EJ The Hague 
The Netherlands 
Phone: +31 70-340 6966 
Fax: +31 70-340 6280 
Email: rj.dortland@minvws.nl 

 
Mr Niek SCHELLING 
Senior Policy Officer 
International Food Safety Matters 
National Coordinator of Codex Alimentarius 
Department of Food Quality and Animal Health 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
P.O. Box 20401 
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P.O. Box 8118 Dep 
N-0032 Oslo 
Norway 
Phone: +47 22 242665 
Fax: +47 22 249585 
Email: lennart.johanson@fkd.dep.no 
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Mr KOH Young-Ho  
Researcher 
Korea Food and Drug Administration 
231 Jinheungro 
Eunpyoung-Ku 
Seoul 122-704 
Phone: +82 2 380 1683 
Fax: +82 2 380 1615 
Email: toll989@kfda.go.kr 
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Mr HAN Kyu-Jai  
Senior Research Scientist 
Korea Food Reserach Institute 
#San 46-1, Baekhyun-dong 
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Fax: 91 347 5728 
Email: erevilla@mapya es 
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Dr Yaseen Eltayeb BABIKER 
Director-General 
Sudanese Standards and Metrology Organization 
SSMO/Sudan 
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Fax: +46 18 175310 
Email: codex@slv.se 

 
SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA 
 

Dr Urs KLEMM 
Vice-Director 
Swiss Federal Office of Public Health 
CH-3003 Bern 
Switzerland 
Switzerland 
Phone: +41 31-3229503 
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Phone: +41 31 3240847 
Fax: +41 31 3230958 
Email: julie-antoinette.stadelhofer@seco.admin.ch 

 
Mrs Hervé NORDMANN 
Director  
Regulatory and Scientific Affairs 
Ajinomoto Switzerland AG 
En Crechet 1 
CH-1143 Apples, Switzerland 
Phone: +0041 21 8003763 
Fax: +0041 21 8004087 
Email: herve.nordmann@asg.ajinomoto.com 

 
THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 
 

Ms Metanee SUKONTARUG 
Director 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and 
Food Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajadamnern Nok. Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Phone: 662 280 3900 
Fax: 662 280 3899 
Email: metanee@acfs.go.th 

 
Mr Poonkeite THANGSOMBAT 
Member of Food Industry Club Federation Industry 
The Federation of Thai Industries 
Poonsin Thang Hguan Hah Co. Ltd, 
336-338 Somdej Chao Praya Road 
Klongsan 
Bangkok 10600 
Phone: 662 261 2684 
Fax: 662 261 2996-7 
Email: seafood@thaifood.org 

 

Mrs Malinee SUBVANICH 
General Secretary 
Thai Food Processors' Association 
170/21-22 9th Floor Ocean Tower 1 BLDG 
New Ratchadapisek Rd 
Klongtoey 
bangkok 10110 
Phone: 661 261 2684-6 
Fax: 662 261 2996-7 
Email: thaifood@thaifood.org 

 
Mrs Oratai SILAPANAPAPORN 
Assistant Director 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and 
Food Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajadamnern Nok. Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Phone: +662 280 3887 
Fax: +662 280 3899 
Email: oratai@acfs.go.th 

 
Mr Pornprome CHAIRIDCHAI 
First Secretary (Agriculture) 
Chargé d'affaires a.i. 
Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 
Office of Agricultural Affairs 
Royal Thai Embassy 
Via Cassia 929 Villino M 
Rome 

 
TUNISIA - TUNISIE - TÚNEZ 
 

M Meftah AMARA 
Directeur Général du Bureau de mise à Niveau 
Ministère de l'Industrie de l'energie des PME 
Tunis 

 
M Mohamed BENFREDJ 
Directeur Général 
Centre Technique Agroalimentaire (CTAA) 
Tunis 
Phone: 00216 71940198 
Fax: 00216 71941080 
Email: CTAA@email.ati.tn 

 
M Hamadi DEKHIL 
Directeur de contrôle environnemental des produits 
Agence Nationale de Contrôle Sanitaire et 
Environnemental des Produits 
Tunis 
Phone: +00216 986731190 
Fax: +00216 71960146 
Email: hamadi.dekhil@rns.tn 

 
M Mohammed CHOKRI REJEB 
Sous Directeur 
Ministère du Commerce et de l'artisanat 
Tunis 
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TURKEY - TURQUIE - TURQUÍA 
 

Mr Mehmet UYANIK 
Agriculture Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey 
Via Palestro, 28 
Rome 
Phone: +39 06 44594249 
Fax: +39 06 4941526 
Email: faodt@libero.it 

 
UGANDA - OUGANDA 
 

Mr Terry KAHUMA 
Executive Director 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 6329 
Kampala 
Phone: +256 041-286123 
Fax: +256 041-286123 
Email: tkahuma@unbs.org/unbs@infocom.co.ug 

 
Dr Ben MANYINDO 
Head Technical Operations Department 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
M217 Nakawa Industrial Area 
P.O. Box 6329 
Kampala 
Phone: +256 41 222367 
Fax: +246 41 286123 
Email: ben.manyindo@unbs.go.ug 

 
UKRAINE - UCRANIA 
 

Mrs Oksana DRAMARETSKA 
First Secretary 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of Ukraine 
Via Guido d'Arezzo, 9 
Rome 

 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES –  
ÉMIRATS ARABES UNIS –  
EMIRATOS ÁRABES UNIDOS 
 

Mr Waleed Ali bin AL MANSOURI 
General Manager of ESMA 
Emirates Authority for Standardization and 
Metrology (ESMA) 
P.O. Box 2166 
Abudhabi 
Phone: 009712-6710888 
Fax: 009712-6710999 
Email: almansouri@esma.ae 

 
Mr Khalid Mohammed SHARIF ALAWADHI 
Assistant Director of Public Health Dep. 
Head of Food Control Section 
Dubai Municipality - Public Health Department 
Food Control Section 
P.O. box 67 
Dubai 
Phone: + 971 4 2064201 
Fax: +971 4 2231905 
Email: kmsharif@dm.gov.ae 

 

Ms Moza Suhail ALMUHAIRI 
Director of Catering Services Department 
United Arab Emirates University 
Abu Dhabi 
Phone: 00971906188580 
Fax: +9713 7554157 
Email: muhairi.m@uaeu.ac.ae 

 
UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI –  
REINO UNIDO 
 

Ms Barbara RICHARDS 
Head of Division 
Corporate Secretariat and International 
Food Standards Agency 
125 Kingsway  
London 
WC2B 6NH 
United Kingdom 
Phone: +44 (0) 207 276 8610 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 276 8004 
Email: barbara.richards@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Mr Michael WIGHT 
Head of Branch - EU and International Strategy 
Food Standards Agency 
125 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6NH 
United kingdom 
Phone: +44 (0) 207 2768183 
Fax: +44 (0) 207 2768004 
Email: michael.wight@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

 
Mr Kari TÖLLIKKÖ 
Principal Administrator 
General Secretariat of the Council of the European 
Union 
Rue de la Loi, 175 
B-1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: +0032 2 2857841 
Fax: +0032 2 285-6198 
Email: kari.tollikko@consilium.eu.int 

 
Mr Marc SCHOBER 
Head of Unit 
General Secretariat of the Council of the European 
Union 
Rue de la Loi, 175 
B-1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: 0032-2 285 6450 
Fax: 0032-2 285 6198 
Email: marc.schober@consilium.eu.int 

 
Ms Rose-Marie ELFQUIST 
Secretary 
General Secretariat of the Council of the European 
Union 
Rue de la Loi, 175 
B-1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: +0032 2 285-9508 
Fax: +0032 2 285-7928 
Email: rose-marie.elfquist@consilium.eu.int 
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UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA - 
RÉPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE TANZANIE - 
REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE TANZANÍA 
 

Mr Linus Chenya GEDI 
Small Industries Development Organization 
National Codex Chairman 
Mfaume/Fire Road, Upanga 
P.O. Box 2476, Dar-es-Salaam 
Phone: +255 22 2152383 
Fax: +255 22 2151383 
Email: gedili@yahoo.com/wed@sido.go.tz 

 
Mrs Perpetua M. Simon HINGI 
Agricultural Attaché 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the United Republic of Tanzania  
Villa Tanzania  
Via Cortina D'ampezzo, 185  
00135 Rome  

 
Mr Claude MOSHA 
Chief Standards Officer 
Head, Agriculture and Food Section 
Codex Contact Point Officer 
Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 9524 
Dar-es-Salaam 
Tanzania 
Phone: +255 741324495 
Fax: +255 22 2450959 
Email: info@tbs.or.tz 
cjmosha@yahoo.co.uk 

 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA –  
ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE –  
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
 

Dr Merle PIERSON 
Acting Under Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Room 227E, JLW Bldg 
Washington, DC 20250 
Phone: 202-720-0351 
Fax: 202-690-0820 
Email: merle.pierson@usda.gov 

 
Dr F. Edward SCARBROUGH 
U.S. Manager for Codex 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave 
SW Room 4861 South Bldg 
Washington, DC 20250 
Phone: 202-205-7760 
Fax: 202-720-3157 
Email: ed.scarbrough@fsis.usda.gov 

 
Mr Jack A. BOBO 
Deputy Chief 
State Department 
2201 C St, NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
Phone: 202-647-1647 
Fax: 202-647-2302 
Email: boboja@state.gov 

 

Dr Catherine W. CARNEVALE 
Food and Drug Administration 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
HFS-550 
College Park, MD 20740 
Phone: 301-436-2380 
Fax: 301-436-2618 
Email: catherine.carneva@cfsan.fda.gov 

 
Mr Richard CHRISS 
Senior Counsel to the Under Secretary 
International Trade Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
14th and Constitution NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
Phone: 202-482-2867 
Fax: 202-482-4821 
Email: richard_chriss@ita.doc.gov 

 
Dr Karen HULEBAK 
Chief Scientist 
Office of Public Health Science 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW, Room 3129 S 
Washington, DC 20250-3700 
Phone: 202-720-5735 
Fax: 202-690-2980 
Email: karen.hulebak@fsis.usda.gov 

 
Ms Mary Frances LOWE 
Program Advisor 
U.S. Environment Protection Agency 
Crystal Mall 2 
1801South Bell St 
Arlington VA 22202 
Phone: 703-305-5689 
Fax: 703-308-1850 
Email: lowe.maryfrances@epa.gov 

 
Mr Robert MACKE 
Assistant Deputy Administrator 
International Trade Policy/FAS 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Washinton, DC 20250 
Phone: 202-720-4433 
Fax: +202 720 0069 
Email: robert.Macke@fas.usda.gov 

 
Mr Duane SPOMER 
Associate Deputy Administrator 
Agricultural Marketing Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW Stop 0230 
Washington, DC 20250 
Phone: 202-720-3171 
Fax: 202-720-2643 
Email: duane.spomer@usda.gov 
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Mr Steven F. SUNDLOF 
Director 
Center for Veterinary Medicine 
Food and Drug Administration 
7519 Standish Place 
MPN 4, RM 181 
Rockville, MD 20855 
Phone: +301-827-2950 
Fax: +301-827-4401 
Email: stephen.sundlof@fda.hhs.gov 

 
Mr Kyd BRENNER 
DTB Associates, LLP 
901 New York Ave, NW, 3rd Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 
Phone: 202-661-7098 
Fax: 202-661-7093 
Email: kbrenner@dtbassociates.com 

 
Mr C.W. MCMILLAN 
C.W. McMillan Company 
P.O. Box 10009 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
Phone: 703-960-1982 
Fax: 703-960-4976 
Email: cwmco@aol.com 

 
Ms Audrey TALLEY 
Deputy Director 
Food Safety Technical Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250-1000 
Phone: +202 720 9408 
Fax: +202 690 0677 
Email: talley@fas.usda.gov 

 
Mr Jim TURNER 
NOW Foods 
1400 16th, NW Suite 101 
Washington, DC 20036 
Phone: 202-462-8800 
Fax: 202-265-6564 
Email: jim@swankin-turner.com 

 
Ms Peggy ROCHETTE 
Senior Director of International Policy 
National Food Processors Association 
1350 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202-639-5921 
Fax: 202-639-5991 
Email: prochette@nfpa-food.org 

 
Mr Clayton L. HOUGH 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 
International Dairy Foods Association (IDFA) 
1250 H Street, NW - Suite 900 
Washington, DC  20005 
Phone: +202-7374332 
Fax: +202-331-7820 
Email: chough@idfa.org 

 

URUGUAY 
 

Dra. Ana BERTI 
Ministerio de Ganadería, Agricultura y Pesca 
Millán 4703 
Montevideo 
Phone: 00598 2 309 3069 
Fax: 00598 2 309 2069 
Email: aberti@mgap.gub.uy 

 
Sr. Julio GESTU 
Ingeniero Agronomo 
Montevideo 

 
VANUATU 
 

Mrs Emily TUMUKON 
Senior Food Technologist (Manager) 
Vanuatu Codex Contact Point and Secretariat 
Food Technology Development Centre 
Department of Trade and Industry 
PMB 030 Port Vila 
Phone: + 678 25978 
Fax: +678 25640 
Email: ftdc@vanuatu.com.vu 

 
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) –  
VENEZUELA (RÉPUBLIQUE BOLIVARIENNE 
DU) –  
VENEZUELA (REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE) 
 

Sra. Juliana José ALEZONES INAUDY 
Directora General de Calidad Ministerio de 
Alimentación 
Ministerio de Alimentación  
Av. Fuerzas Armadas 
Esquina de Socarras  
Edificio CVA, Pisos 11 y 12 
Caracas 
Phone: +0058 4122081248 
Fax: +0212-5640229 
Email: dgcminal@yahoo.com 

 
Sra. Salma CHAMI KHAOIM 
Asistente del punto de Contacto en Venezuela 
Servicio Autónomo Nacional de Normalización, 
Calidad, Metrología y Reglamentos Técnicos 
(SENCAMER) 
Avda. Libertador Centro Comercial Los Cedros 
Mezzanina 3 
Caracas 
Phone: 0058 212-7032019/7032072 
Fax: 0058-212-71314210 
Email: 
codexvenezuela@sencamer.gob.ve/salma.chami@se
ncamer.gob.ve 

 
Sr. Freddy LEAL PINTO 
Agregado Agricola 
Representante Permanente Alterno ante la FAO 
Embajada de la República Bolivariana de Venezuela 
Via Nicolò Tartaglia, 11 
Roma 
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Sr. Douglas Allan YÁNEZ PÉREZ 
Coordinador Comité Nacional del Codex 
Servicio Autónomo Nacional de Normalización, 
Calidad, Metrología y Reglamentos Técnicos 
(SENCAMER) 
Avda. Libertador Centro Comercial Los Cedros 
Mezzanina 3 
Caracas 
Phone: 0058-212-7032072 
Fax: 0058-212-7314210 
Email: codexvenezuela@sencamer.gob.ve 

 
Don Ramón Ernesto PERDOMO 
Director General de Salud Ambiental Y Contraloría 
Sanitaria 
Organismo Rector en Materia de Inocuidad de 
Alimento en el País 
Ministerio de Salud y Desarrollo Social 
Venezuela 
Phone: 0212 4080503 (04) 
Fax: 0212 4080505 
Email: eperdomo@msds.gob.ve 

 
VIET NAM 
 

Mr Bui Quang MINH 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative ti FAO 
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam 
Via Clitunno, 34-36 
00198 Rome 
Phone: +39 06 8543223 
Fax: +39 06 8548501 
Email: suquan@tin.it 

 
Mr Manh Hai BUI 
Chairman 
Vietnam Codex Commission 
70 Tran Hung Dao Street 
Hanoi 
Phone: +84 4 9426605 
Fax: +84 4 8222520 
Email: phson307@yahoo.com 

 
Mrs Thi Hong Minh NGUYEN 
Vice Minister of Ministry of Fisheries 
Vice Chairman of Vietnam Codex Commission 
10-12 Nguyen Cong Hoan, Ba Dinh 
Hanoi 
Phone: +84 4 8354513 
Fax: +84 4 7716702 

 
Ms Hanh Phuc CHU 
Specialist  
Vietnam Codex Commission 
70 Tran Hung Dao Street  
Hanoi 
Phone: +84 4 9426605 
Fax: +84 4 8222520 
Email: vn2_quotest3@hcm.vnn.vn 

 

Mrs Thi Hoa Binh NGUYEN 
Vice Director-General 
National Fisheries Quality Assurance and Veterinary 
Directorate (NAFIQAVED) 
Viet Nam Ministry of Fisheries 
No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan 
Ba Dinh District 
Ha Noi 
Viet Nam 
Phone: 84-4-831 0983 
Fax: 84-4-831 7221 
Email: nafiqaved@mofi.gov.vn 

 
YEMEN - YÉMEN 
 

Mr Abdurahman BAMATRAF 
Ambassador  
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Permanent Representation of the Republic of Yemen 
to FAO 
Via Alessandro Malladra, 10b - Int. 10 
Rome 

 
ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE 
 

Mrs Christabel MALIJANI 
Chief Policy Analyst 
Focal Contact Person Food Safety 
Lusaka 
Phone: +260 1 254067 
Fax: +260 1 253344 
Email: chmalijani@yahoo.com 

 
ZIMBABWE 
 

Mr Michael NYERE 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
Via Virgilio, 8 
Rome 

 
Dr David Bramwell NHARI 
Chief Goverenment Analyst (Codex Contact Point) 
Government Analysis Laboratory 
Ministry of Health and Child welfare 
P.O. Box CY 231 
Causeway, Harare 
Phone: +263 4 792026/7 
Fax: +263 4 708 527 
Email: dnhari@africaonline.co.zw 

 
 
 
 
 

UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPÉCIALISÉES 

NACIONES UNIDAS Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS 
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INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 
AGENCE INTERNATIONALE DE L'ÉNERGIE 
ATOMIQUE 
ORGANISMO INTERNACIONAL DE ENERGÍA 
ATÓMICA 
 

Mr David H. BYRON 
Section Head 
Food and Environmental Protection 
Joint FAO/IAEA Division of Nuclear Techniques in 
Food and Agriculture 
Department of Nuclear Sciences and Applications 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
PO Box 100 

Wagramer Strasse 5 
1400 Vienna 
Phone: +43 1 2600 21638 
Fax: + 43 1 26007 
Email: D.H.Byron@iaea.org 

 

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA PROPRIÉTÉ INTELLECTUELLE 
ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL DE LA PROPRIEDAD INTELECTUAL 
 

Mr Marcus HOPPERGER 
Acting Director 
Trademarks, Industrial Designs and geographical Indications law Division 
Phone: +41 22 3389605 
Fax: +41 22 338 8745 
Email: marcus.hopperger@wipo.int 
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INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES INTERNACIONALES 

 
ARAB INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
MINING ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION ARABE POUR LE 
DÉVELOPPEMENT INDUSTRIEL ET LES MINES 
ORGANIZACIÓN ÁRABE PARA EL 
DESARROLLO INDUSTRIAL 
 

Dr Ali LOUDIYI 
Assistant Director-General 
Arab Industrial Development and Mining 
Organization 
Khatawat Junctionon France Street 
P.O. Box 8019 
(United Nations 10102)  
Rabat 
Morocco 
Phone: 00212-37 772600/01/04 
Fax: 00212-37772188 
Email: aidmo@arifonet.org.ma 

 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN 
STATES 
COMMUNAUTÉ ÉCONOMIQUE DES ÉTATS DE 
L'AFRIQUE DE L'OUEST 
COMUNIDAD ECONÓMICA DE LOS ESTADOS 
DEL ÁFRICA OCCIDENTAL 
 

Dr Aubin SAWADOGO 
Chargé de Programmes Elevage 
Phone: 234-9 314 7636 
Fax: 234-9 3147646 
Email: 
sawadogoaubin@yahoo.fr./asawadogo@ecowas.int 

 
INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR 
COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE 
INSTITUTO INTERAMERICANO DE 
COOPERACIÓN PARA LA AGRICULTURA 
 

Sr. Timothy O'BRIEN 
Especialista en Sanidad Agropecuaria e Inocuidad de 
Alimentos 
Instituto Interamericano de Cooperación para la 
Agricultura (IICA) 
Apartado Postal: 55-2200 Coronado 
San José 
Phone: (506) 216-2088/216-0184 
Fax: (506) 216 -0173 
Email: tim.obrien@iica.int 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF VINE 
AND WINE 
ORGANISATION  INTERNATIONALE DE LA 
VIGNE ET DU VIN 
ORGANIZACIÓN  INTERNACIONAL DE LA 
VIÑA Y DEL VINO 
 

Dr Jean-Claude RUF 
Head of Scientific Department 
International Vine and Wine Office 
18, rue d'Aguesseau 
75008 Paris 
Phone: +00331 44948094 
Fax: +00331 42669063 
Email: jruf@oiv.int 

 
LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES 
LIGUE DES ÉTATS ARABES 
LIGA DE LOS ESTADOS ÁRABES 
 

Mr Fathi ABU ABED 
Counsellor 
Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 
Rome 

 
REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
FOR PLANT PROTECTION AND ANIMAL 
HEALTH 
ORGANISME INTERNATIONAL RÉGIONAL 
CONTRE LES MALADIES DES PLANTES ET DES 
ANIMAUX 
ORGANISMO INTERNACIONAL REGIONAL DE 
SANIDAD AGROPECUARIA   
 
 

Dr Oscar GARCÍA SUAREZ 
Food Safety Regional Coordinator 
San Salvador 

 
WORLD ORGANIZATION FOR ANIMAL 
HEALTH 
ORGANISATION MONDIAL DE LA SANTÉ 
ANIMALE 
ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL DE SANIDAD 
ANIMAL 
 

Dr Bernard VALLAT 
Directeur général 
12 rue de Prony 
75017 Paris 
Phone: +33 (0) 1 44 15 18 88 
Fax: +33 (0) 1 42670987 
Email: b.vallat@oie.int 

 
Dr Willem DROPPERS 
Chargé de Mission 
12 rue de Prony 
75017 Paris 
Phone: 33- (0) 144151888 
Fax: 33-90) 142 670987 
Email: w.droppers@oie.int 
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Dr Francesco BERLINGIERI 
Deputy 
International Trade Department 
12 rue de Prony 
75017 Paris 
Phone: +33 (0) 1 44151888 
Fax: +33 (0) 1 42670987 
Email: f.berlingieri@oie.int 

 

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU COMMERCE 
ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL DEL COMERCIO 
 

Mr Michael ROBERTS 
Economic Affairs Officer 
Agriculture and Commodities Division 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Centre William Rappard 
154 rue de Lausanne 
1211 Geneva 21 
Phone: +41 22 739 5747 
Fax: +41 22 739 5760 
Email: michael.roberts@wto.org 

 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES NO GUBERNAMENTALES 

 
49TH PARALLEL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
CONSORTIUM 
 

Dr Philip L. BEREANO 
Co-Director 
49th Parallel Biotechnology Consortium 
3807 S. McClellan St 
Seattle, Washington 98144 
Phone: +1 (206) 543-9037 
Fax: +1 (206) 543 8858 
Email: pbereano@u.washington.edu. 

 
ASOCIACIÓN LATINOAMERICANA DE 
AVICULTURA 
 

Dr J. Isidro MOLFESE 
Secretario Ejecutivo de ALA 
Asociacion Latinoamericana de Avicultura 
Arce 441 3er. "F" 
C1426BSE 
Buenos Aires 
Phone: 54 11 4774 4770/movil 54 9 11 4539 2595 
Email: molfese@ciudad.com.ar 

 
ASSOCIATION OF EUROPEAN COELIAC 
SOCIETIES 
ASSOCIATION DES SOCIÉTES COELIAQUES 
EUROPÉENNES 
ASOCIACIÓN DE SOCIEDADES CELÍACAS 
EUROPEAS 
 

Mrs Hertha DEUTSCH 
Chair of Codex and Labelling Affairs 
Association of European Coeliac Societies 
Anton Baumgartner Straße 44/C5/2302 
A 1230 Vienna 
Phone: +43 1 6671887 
Fax: +43 1 6671887 

 

BIOPOLYMER INTERNATIONAL 
 

Mr Jean Claude ATTALE 
Regulatory Affairs Director 
BIOPOLYMER INTERNATIONAL 
9 Avenue des Gaulois 
B-1040 Brussels 
Phone: +32 2 7365354 
Fax: +32 27323427 
Email: biopolyner@ecco-eu.int 

 
BIOTECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY ORGANIZATION 
ORGANISATION DE L'INDUSTRIE 
BIOTECHNOLOGIQUE 
ORGANIZACIÓN DE LA INDUSTRIA 
BIOTECNOLÓGICA 
 

Dr Michael PHILLIPS 
Vice President for Food and Agriculture 
Biotechnology Industry Organization 
1225 Eye Street NW Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202-962-9200 
Fax: 202-589-2549 
Email: mphillips@bio.org 

 
Mr David LAMBERT 
Consultant 
Biotechnology Industry Organization 
c/o Lambert Associates 
5105 Yuma Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20016 
Phone: +202 966 5056 
Fax: +202 964 5094 
Email: lambertdp@yahoo.com 
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Mrs Janet COLLINS 
Monsanto Company 
1300 I Street, NW 
Suite 450 East 
Washington, DC 20005 
USA 
Phone: +1 202 3832861 
Fax: +1 202 789 1819 
Email: janet.e.collins@monsanto.com 

 
COMITÉ DES FABRICANTS D'ACIDE 
GLUTAMIQUE DE L'UE 
 

Mr Philippe GUION 
Executive Secretary 
Committee of the Glutamic Acid Manufacturers of 
the EU 
c/o Ajinomoto Eurolysine SAS 
153, rue de Courcelles 
75817 Paris Cedex 17 
Phone: +33 1 44401229 
Fax: +33 1 44 401215 
Email: Guion_Philippe@eli.ajinomoto.com 

 
Mr Miroslav SMRIGA 
Scientific Adviser 
Committee of the Glutamic Acid Manufacturers of 
the EU 
c/o Ajinomoto Eurolysine SAS 
153, rue de Courcelles 
75817 Paris Cedex 17 
Phone: +33 1 47669845 
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APPENDIX II 

AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

 

 

 (New text and numbering appear in bold) 

RULE III.   OFFICERS 

1. The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and three Vice-Chairpersons from among the representatives, 
alternates and advisers (hereinafter referred to as “delegates”) of the Members of the Commission; it being 
understood that no delegate shall be eligible without the concurrence of the head of his delegation.  They 
shall be elected at each session and shall hold office from the end of the session at which they were elected 
until the end of the following regular session.  The Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons may remain in office 
only with the continuing endorsement of the respective Member of the Commission of which they were a 
delegate at the time of election.  The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall declare a position vacant 
when advised by the Member of the Commission that such endorsement has ceased. The Chairperson and 
Vice-Chairpersons shall be eligible for re-election but after having served two consecutive terms shall be 
ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term. 

2. The Chairperson, or in his absence a Vice-Chairperson, shall preside at meetings of the Commission and 
exercise such other function as may be required to facilitate the work of the Commission.  A Vice-
Chairperson acting as Chairperson shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairperson. 

3. When neither the Chairperson nor the Vice-Chairperson are able to serve and, on the request of the 
outgoing Chairperson, during elections for the Chairperson, the Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall 
appoint a staff member to act as Chairperson, until either a temporary Chairperson or a new Chairperson has 
been elected.  Any temporary Chairperson so elected shall hold office until the Chairperson or one of the 
Vice-Chairpersons is able to serve again. 

4. The Commission may appoint one or more rapporteurs from among the delegates of the Members of the 
Commission. 

5. The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall be requested to appoint from the staffs of their 
organizations a Secretary of the Commission and such other officials, likewise responsible to them, as may 
be necessary to assist the officers and the Secretary in performing all duties that the work of the Commission 
may require. 

RULE IV. COORDINATORS 

1. The Commission may appoint a Coordinator from among the Members of the Commission for any of the 
geographic locations enumerated in Rule V.1 (hereinafter referred to as “regions”) or for any group of 
countries specifically enumerated by the Commission (hereinafter referred to as ‘groups of countries’), 
whenever it may find, on the basis of a proposal of a majority of the Members of the Commission which 
constitute the region or group, that work for the Codex Alimentarius in the countries concerned so requires. 

2. Appointment of Coordinators shall be made exclusively on the proposal of a majority of the Members of 
the Commission which constitute the region or group of countries concerned.  Coordinators shall hold office 
from the end of the session of the Commission at which they were appointed until not later than the end of 
the third succeeding regular session, the precise term being determined by the Commission in each instance.  
After having served two consecutive terms, the Coordinators shall be ineligible to hold such office for the 
next succeeding term. 
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3. The functions of the Coordinators shall be: 

 (i) to assist and coordinate the work of the Codex Committees set up under Rule XI.1(b)(i)1 in 
their region or group of countries in the preparation of draft standards, guidelines and other 
recommendations for submission to the Commission; 

(ii) to assist the Executive Committee and the Commission, as required, by advising them of the 
views of countries and recognized regional intergovernmental and non-government 
organizations in their respective regions on matters under discussion or of interest. 

 (d) In order to carry out their functions, Coordinators shall participate in the Executive Committee as 
Observers. 

RULE V.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE2 

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Commission, and the Coordinators appointed on the basis of Rule IV together with seven further 
Members elected by the Commission at regular sessions from among the Members of the Commission, 
one each coming from the following geographic locations: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Near East, North America, South-West Pacific. Not more than one delegate from any one 
country shall be a member of the Executive Committee.  Members elected on a geographic basis shall 
hold office from the end of the session of the Commission at which they were elected until the end of 
the second succeeding regular session and shall be eligible for re-election, but after having served two 
consecutive terms shall be ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term. 

2. The Executive Committee shall, between sessions of the Commission, act on behalf of the 
Commission as its executive organ.  In particular, the Executive Committee may make proposals to the 
Commission regarding general orientation, strategic planning, and programming of the work of the 
Commission, study special problems and shall assist in the management of the Commission’s 
programme of standards development, namely by conducting a critical review of proposals to 
undertake work and monitoring the progress of standards development. 

3. The Executive Committee shall consider specific matters referred to it by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO as well as the estimate of expenditure for the Commission’s proposed 
programme of work as described in Rule XIII.13. 

4. The Executive Committee may establish such sub-committees from among its Members as it 
may deem necessary to enable it to exercise its functions as effectively as possible. Such sub-
committees should be limited in numbers, carry out preparatory work and report to the Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee shall appoint one of the Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission 
to serve as chairpersons of any such sub-committee. Consideration should be given to an appropriate 
geographical balance in the membership of sub-committees. 

5. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission shall be respectively the Chairperson 
and Vice-Chairpersons of the Executive Committee. 

6. Sessions of the Executive Committee may be convened as often as necessary by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO, in consultation with the Chairperson. The Executive Committee shall normally 
meet immediately prior to each session of the Commission. 

7.  The Executive Committee shall report to the Commission. 

                                                      
1  Rule X.1 (b)(i) in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual. Changes in numbering are due to the presentation of 

the section on Coordinators as a separate Rule IV. 
2 Rule IV in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual.  
3  Rule XII.1 in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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RULE XIII.  BUDGET AND EXPENSES4 

1. The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall prepare for consideration by the Commission at its 
regular sessions an estimate of expenditure based on the proposed programme of work of the Commission 
and its subsidiary bodies, together with information concerning expenditures for the previous financial 
period. This estimate, with such modifications as may be considered appropriate by the Directors-General in 
the light of recommendations made by the Commission, shall subsequently be incorporated in the Regular 
Budgets of the two Organizations for approval by the appropriate governing bodies. 

2.  The estimate of expenditure shall make provisions for the operating expenses of the Commission and 
the subsidiary bodies of the Commission established under Rule XI.1(a) and XI.1(b)(ii) 5  and for the 
expenses relating to staff assigned to the Programme and other expenditures incurred in connection with the 
servicing of the latter.  

3. The estimate of expenditure shall make provision for the travel expenses (including a daily 
subsistence allowance) of members of the Executive Committee from developing countries for the 
purpose of participating in meetings of the Executive Committee. 

4. The operating costs of subsidiary bodies established under Rule XI.1(b)(i)5 (Codex Committees) 
shall be borne by each Member accepting the Chair of such a body. The estimate of expenditure may include 
a provision for such costs involved in preparatory work as may be recognized as operating expenses of the 
Commission in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Statutes of the Commission. 

5. Except as provided for in Rule XIII. 3, the estimate of expenditure shall make no provision for 
expenses, including travel, incurred by delegations of the Members of the Commission or of observers 
referred to in Rule IX6, in connection with their attendance at sessions of the Commission or its 
subsidiary bodies.  Should experts be invited by the Directors-General of FAO or WHO to attend sessions 
of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in their individual capacity, their expenses shall be borne out of 
the regular budgetary funds available for the work of the Commission. 

_____________________________ 

 

Consequential Amendments to the Rules of Procedure 

Rule X   Subsidiary Bodies 

[1. – 4.] 

5. Subsidiary bodies may only be established by the Commission except where otherwise provided in these 
Rules.  Their terms of reference and reporting procedures shall be determined by the Commission, except 
where otherwise provided in these Rules. 

[6. – 9.] 

10. The Members who shall be responsible for appointing Chairpersons of subsidiary bodies established 
under Rule X.1(b)(i) and Rule X.1(b)(ii) shall be designated at each session by the Commission, except 
where otherwise provided in these Rules, and shall be eligible for re-designation.  All other officers of 
subsidiary bodies shall be elected by the body concerned and shall be eligible for re-election. 

[11.] 

                                                      
4  Rule XII in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
5  Rule X.1(a) and X.1 (b) in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
6  Rule VIII  in the 14th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
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RULE V. SESSIONS 

New Paragraph 5 

In plenary meetings of the Commission, the representative of a Member may designate an alternate who shall 
have the right to speak and vote in the name of his or her delegation on any question. Moreover, upon the 
request of the representative or any alternate so designated, the Chairperson may allow an adviser to speak on 
any particular point. 

 

(Current paragraphs 5 and 6 shall be renumbered accordingly) 

 

RULE VIII. OBSERVERS 

[1. – 4.] 

 

5. Participation of intergovernmental organizations in the work of the Commission and the relations 
between the Commission and such organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions of the 
Constitutions of FAO or WHO, as well as by the applicable regulations of FAO or WHO on relations with 
intergovernmental organizations; such relations shall be handled by the Director-General of FAO or WHO, 
as appropriate. 

 

6. Participation of international non-governmental organizations in the work of the Commission and 
the relations between the Commission and such organizations shall be governed by the relevant provisions 
of the Constitution of FAO or WHO, as well as by applicable regulations of FAO or WHO on relations 
with international non-governmental organizations.  Such relations shall be handled by the Director-
General of FAO or WHO, as appropriate,  on the advice of the Executive Committee.  The Commission 
shall develop and keep under review principles and criteria concerning the participation of international 
non-governmental organizations in its work, consistent with the applicable regulations of FAO or WHO. 

 



ALINORM 05/28/41 
Appendix III 
 

87

APPENDIX III 

AMENDMENTS TO THE STATUTES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 

 

ARTICLE  1 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission shall, subject to Article 5 below, be responsible for making 
proposals to, and shall be consulted by, the Directors-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO) on all matters pertaining to the implementation of the 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, the purpose of which is: 

(a) protecting the health of the consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food trade; 

(b) promoting coordination of all food standards work undertaken by international governmental 
and non governmental organizations; 

(c) determining priorities and initiating and guiding the preparation of draft standards through and 
with the aid of appropriate organizations; 

(d) finalizing standards elaborated under (c) above and, after acceptance by governments, 
publishing them in a Codex Alimentarius either as regional or world wide standards, together 
with international standards already finalized by other bodies under (b) above, wherever this is 
practicable; 

(e) amending published standards, asafter appropriate, survey in the light of developments. 
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APPENDIX IV 

AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURES FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX STANDARDS 
AND RELATED TEXTS 

 

Note:  These procedures apply to the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts (e.g, codes 
of practice, guidelines, etc.) adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission as recommendations 
for governments 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Paragraphs 1 to 8 : Unchanged 

9. Codex standards and related texts are published and are sent to governments as well as to 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member 
States (see Part 5 of this document). 

PART 1 to 4 : Unchanged 

PART 5.  SUBSEQUENT PROCEDURE CONCERNING PUBLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
CODEX STANDARDS 

The Codex standard or related text is published and issued to all Member States and Associate Members of 
FAO and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned.  Members of the Commission and 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member States 
notify the Secretariat of the status or use of the Codex standard in accordance with the notification 
acceptance procedure set out in paragraph 4, paragraph 5 or paragraph 6 of the General Principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius, whichever is appropriate.  Member States and Associate Members of FAO and/or 
WHO that are not Members of the Commission are also invited to notify the Secretariat if they wish to 
accept the Codex standard. 

The Secretariat publishes periodically details of notifications received from governments and from 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member States 
with respect to the acceptance or otherwise of Codex standards and in addition to this information an 
appendix for each Codex standard (a) listing the countries in which products conforming with such standard 
may be freely distributed, and (b) where applicable, stating in detail all specified deviations which may have 
been declared in respect to acceptance. 

The above mentioned publications will constitute the Codex Alimentarius. 

The Secretariat examines deviations notified by governments and reports periodically to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission concerning possible amendments to standards which might be considered by the 
Commission in accordance with the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Recommended Codex 
Standards. 

Subsequent Procedure Concerning Publication, Acceptance and Possible Extension of Territorial 
Application of the Regional Standard 

The Codex Regional Standard is published and issued to all Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned.  Members of the region or group of countries 
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concerned notify the Secretariat of the status and use the Codex Regional Standard in accordance with the 
notification procedure set out in Section 4 of the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius.  Other 
Members of the Commission may likewise notify the Secretariat of their use of the standard or of any other 
measures they propose to adopt with respect thereto, and also submit any observations as to its application.  
Member States and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO that are not Members of the Commission are 
invited to notify the Secretariat of the status or use of the Codex standard. 

It is open to the Commission to consider at any time the possible extension of the territorial application of a 
Codex Regional Standard or its conversion into a World-wide Codex Standard. in the light of all 
notifications received. 

Arrangements for the Amendment of Codex Standards Elaborated by Codex Committees which have 
Adjourned sine die 

1. The need to consider amending or revising adopted Codex standards arises from time to time for a 
variety of reasons amongst which can be: 

(a) changes in the evaluation of food additives, pesticides and contaminants; 

(b) finalization of methods of analysis; 

(c) editorial amendments of guidelines or other texts adopted by the Commission and related to all or a 
group of Codex standards e.g. “Guidelines on Date Marking”, “Guidelines on Labelling of Non-retail 
Containers”, “Carry-over Principle”; 

(d) consequential amendments to earlier Codex standards arising from Commission decisions on 
currently adopted standards of the same type of products; 

(e) consequential and other amendments arising from either revised or newly elaborated Codex 
standards and other texts of general applicability which have been referenced in other Codex standards 
(Revision of General Principles of Food Hygiene, Codex Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged 
Foods); 

(f) technological developments or economic considerations e.g. provisions concerning styles, packaging 
media or other factors related to composition and essential quality criteria and consequential changes in 
labelling provisions; 

(g) modifications of standards being proposed following an examination of government notifications of 
acceptances and specified deviations by the Secretariat as required in accordance with the Procedure for 
the Elaboration of Codex standards i.e. “Subsequent Procedure concerning Publication and Acceptance 
of Codex Standards”, page 88. 

2. The “Guide to the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Codex Standards” (see page 27) 
covers sufficiently amendments to Codex standards which have been elaborated by still active Codex 
Committees [and those mentioned] under paragraph 1 (g) above.  In the case of amendments proposed to 
Codex standards elaborated by Codex Committees which have adjourned sine die, the procedure places an 
obligation on the Commission to “determine how best to deal with the proposed amendment”.  In order to 
facilitate consideration of such amendments, in particular, those of the type mentioned in para. 1 (a), (b), (c), 
(d), (e) and (f), the Commission has established more detailed guidance within the existing procedure for the 
amendment and revision of Codex standards. 

3. In the case where Codex committees have adjourned sine die: 

(a) the Secretariat keeps under review all Codex standards originating from Codex Committees 
adjourned sine die and to determine the need for any amendments arising from decisions of the 
Commission, in particular amendments of the type mentioned in para. 1(a), (b), (c), (d) and those of (e) 
if of an editorial nature.  If a need to amend the standard appears appropriate then the Secretariat should 
prepare a text for adoption in the Commission; 
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(b) amendments of the type in para. (f) and those of (e) of a substantive nature, the Secretariat in 
cooperation with the national secretariat of the adjourned Committee and, if possible, the Chairperson of 
that Committee, should agree on the need for such an amendment and prepare a working paper 
containing the wording of a proposed amendment and the reasons for proposing such amendment, and 
request comments from Member Governments:  (a) on the need to proceed with such an amendment and 
(b) on the proposed amendment itself.  If the majority of the replies received from Member 
Governments is affirmative on both the need to amend the standard and the suitability of the proposed 
wording for the amendment or an alternative proposed wording, the proposal should be submitted to the 
Commission with a request to approve the amendment of the standard concerned.  In cases where 
replies do not appear to offer an uncontroversial solution then the Commission should be informed 
accordingly and it would be for the Commission to determine how best to proceed. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

Purpose of the Codex Alimentarius 

1. The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally adopted food standards presented in a 
uniform manner.  These food standards aim at protecting consumers’ health and ensuring fair practices in the 
food trade.  The Codex Alimentarius also includes provisions of an advisory nature in the form of codes of 
practice, guidelines and other recommended measures intended to assist in achieving the purposes of the 
Codex Alimentarius.  The publication of the Codex Alimentarius is intended to guide and promote the 
elaboration and establishment of definitions and requirements for foods to assist in their harmonization and 
in doing so to facilitate international trade. 

Scope of the Codex Alimentarius 

2. The Codex Alimentarius includes standards for all the principle foods, whether processed, semi-
processed or raw, for distribution to the consumer. Materials for further processing into foods should be 
included to the extent necessary to achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius as defined.  The Codex 
Alimentarius includes provisions in respect of food hygiene, food additives, pesticide residues, contaminants, 
labelling and presentation, methods of analysis and sampling.  It also includes provisions of an advisory 
nature in the form of codes of practice, guidelines and other recommended measures. 

Nature of Codex Standards 

3. Codex standards contain requirements for food aimed at ensuring for the consumer a sound, 
wholesome food product free from adulteration, correctly labelled and presented.  A Codex standard for any 
food or foods should be drawn up in accordance with the Format for Codex Commodity Standards and 
contain, as appropriate, the criteria listed therein. 

Acceptance of Codex Commodity Standards 

4.A. A Codex standard may be accepted by a country in accordance with its established legal and 
administrative procedures in respect of distribution of the product concerned, whether imported or home 
produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance 
(a) Full acceptance means that the country concerned will ensure that a product to which the standard 

applies will be permitted to be distributed freely, in accordance with (c) below, within its territorial 
jurisdiction under the name and description laid down in the standard, provided that it complies with all 
the relevant requirements of the standard. 

(b) The country will also ensure that products not complying with the standard will not be permitted to be 
distributed under the name and description laid down in the standard. 

(c) (c)The distribution of any sound products conforming with the standard will not be hindered by any legal 
or administrative provisions in the country concerned relating to the health of the consumer or to other 
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food standard matters except for considerations of human, plant or animal health which are not 
specifically dealt with in the standard. 

(ii) Acceptance with specified deviations 

Acceptance with specified deviations means that the country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 4.A(i), to the standard with the exception of such deviations as are specified in detail in its 
declaration of acceptance;  it being understood that a product complying with the standard as qualified by 
these deviations will be permitted to be distributed freely within the territorial jurisdiction of the country 
concerned.  The country concerned will further include in its declaration of acceptance a statement of the 
reasons for these deviations, and also indicate: 

(a) whether products fully conforming to the standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 
jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 4.A(i); 

(b) whether it expects to be able to give full acceptance to the standard and, if so, when. 

(iii) Free distribution 

A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with a Codex commodity standard may be distributed freely within its territorial jurisdiction insofar as 
matters covered by the Codex commodity standard are concerned. 

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the standard in any of the ways mentioned above 
should indicate: 

(i) whether products conforming to the standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 
jurisdiction; 

(ii) in what ways its present or proposed requirements differ from the standard, and, if possible the 
reasons for these differences. 

C. (i) A country which accepts a Codex standard according to one of the provisions of 4.A is responsible 
for the uniform and impartial application of the provisions of the standard as accepted, in respect of all 
home-produced and imported products distributed within its territorial jurisdiction.  In addition, the country 
should be prepared to offer advice and guidance to exporters and processors of products for export to 
promote understanding of and compliance with the requirements of importing countries which have accepted 
a Codex standard according to one of the provisions of 4.A. 

 (ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to be in compliance with a Codex standard is 
found not to be in compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the label accompanying the product 
or otherwise, the importing country should inform the competent authorities in the exporting country of all 
the relevant facts and in particular the details of the origin of the product in question (name and address of 
the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

Acceptance of Codex General Standards 

5.A. A Codex general standard may be accepted by a country in accordance with its established legal and 
administrative procedures in respect of the distribution of products to which the general standard applies, 
whether imported or home-produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a general standard means that the country concerned will ensure, within its territorial 
jurisdiction, that a product to which the general standard applies will comply with all the relevant 
requirements of the general standard except as otherwise provided in a Codex commodity standard.  It also 
means that the distribution of any sound products conforming with the standard will not be hindered by any 
legal or administrative provisions in the country concerned, which relate to the health of the consumer or to 
other food standard matters and which are covered by the requirements of the general standard. 

(ii) Acceptance with specified deviations 
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Acceptance with specified deviations means that the country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 5.A(i), to the general standard with the exception of such deviations as are specified in detail in its 
declaration of acceptance.  The country concerned will further include in its declaration of acceptance a 
statement of the reasons for these deviations, and also indicate whether it expects to be able to give full 
acceptance to the general standard and, if so, when. 

(iii) Free distribution 

A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with the relevant requirements of a Codex general standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 
jurisdiction insofar as matters covered by the Codex general standard are concerned.  

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the general standard in any of the ways mentioned 
above should indicate in what ways its present or proposed requirements differ from the general standard, 
and if possible, the reasons for these differences. 

C. (i) A country which accepts a general standard according to one of the provisions of paragraph 5.A is 
responsible for the uniform and impartial application of the provisions of the standard as accepted, in respect 
of all home produced and imported products distributed within its territorial jurisdiction.  In addition, the 
country should be prepared to offer advice and guidance to exporters and processors of products for export to 
promote understanding of and compliance with the requirements of importing countries which have accepted 
a general standard according to one of the provisions of paragraph 5.A. 

 (ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to be in compliance with a general standard is 
found not to be in compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the label accompanying the product 
or otherwise, the importing country should inform the competent authorities in the exporting country of all 
the relevant facts and in particular the details of the origin of the product in question (name and address of 
the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

Acceptance of Codex Maximum Limits for Residues of Pesticides and  Veterinary Drugs in Food 

6.A. A Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food may be accepted by a 
country in accordance with its established legal and administrative procedures in respect of the distribution 
within its territorial jurisdiction of (a) home-produced and imported food or (b) imported food only, to which 
the Codex maximum limit applies in the ways set forth below.  In addition, where a Codex maximum limit 
applies to a group of foods not individually named, a country accepting such Codex maximum limit in 
respect of other than the group of foods, shall specify the foods in respect of which the Codex maximum 
limit is accepted. 

(i) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food means that 
the country concerned will ensure, within its territorial jurisdiction, that a food, whether home-produced or 
imported, to which the Codex maximum limit applies, will comply with that limit.  It also means that the 
distribution of a food conforming with the Codex maximum limit will not be hindered by any legal or 
administrative provisions in the country concerned which relate to matters covered by the Codex maximum 
limit. 

(ii) Free distribution 

A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with the Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food may be distributed 
freely within its territorial jurisdiction insofar as matters covered by the Codex maximum limit are concerned. 

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides 
or veterinary drugs in foods in any of the ways mentioned above should indicate in what ways its present or 
proposed requirements differ from the Codex maximum limit and, if possible, the reasons for these 
differences. 
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C. A country which accepts a Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in 
food according to one of the provisions of paragraph 6.A sóhould be prepared to offer advice and guidance to 
exporters and processors of food for export to promote understanding of and compliance with the 
requirements of importing countries which have accepted a Codex maximum limit according to one of the 
provisions of paragraph 6.A. 

D. Where, in an importing country, a food claimed to be in compliance with a Codex maximum limit is 
found not to be in compliance with the Codex maximum limit, the importing country should inform the 
competent authorities in the exporting country of all the relevant facts and, in particular, the details of the 
origin of the food in question (name and address of the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the 
exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

Withdrawal or Amendment of Acceptance 

7. The withdrawal or amendment of acceptance of a Codex standard or a Codex maximum limit for 
residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food by a country shall be notified in writing to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission’s Secretariat who will inform all Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and WHO of the notification and its date of receipt.  The country concerned should provide the information 
required under paragraphs 4.A(iii), 5.A(iii), 4.B, 5.B or 6.B above, whichever is appropriate.  It should also 
give as long a notice of the withdrawal or amendment as is practicable. 

Revision of Codex Standards 

48. The Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies are committed to revision as 
necessary of Codex standards and related texts to ensure that they are consistent with and reflect current 
scientific knowledge and other relevant information.  When required, a standard or related text shall be 
revised or removed using the same procedures as followed for the elaboration of a new standard.  Each 
member of the Codex Alimentarius Commission is responsible for identifying, and presenting to the 
appropriate committee, any new scientific and other relevant information which may warrant revision of any 
existing Codex standards or related texts. 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE FOR CODEX STANDARDS 

The importance of a response to every notification 

1. The Codex Alimentarius is the record of Codex Standards and of acceptances or other notifications by 
Member Countries or international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by 
their Member States.  It is revised regularly to take account of the issue of new or amended standards and the 
receipt of notifications.  It is important that governments respond to every issue of new or amended standards.  
Governments should aim at giving formal acceptance to the standards.  If acceptance or free circulation 
cannot be given unconditionally, the deviations or conditions, and the reasons, can be included in the 
response.  Early and regular responses will ensure that the Codex Alimentarius can be kept up to date so as to 
serve as an indispensable reference for governments and international traders. 

2. Governments should ensure that the information in the Codex Alimentarius reflects the up to date 
position.  When changing national laws or practices the need for a notification to the Codex Secretariat 
should always be kept in mind. 

3. The Codex procedure for elaboration of standards enables governments to participate at all stages.  
Governments should be able to make an early response to the issue of a Codex standard and should do their 
utmost to be ready to do so. 

The Codex Alimentarius: not a substitute for, or alternative to, referring to national legislation 

4. Every country’s laws and administrative procedures contain provisions which it is essential to 
understand and comply with.  It is usually the practice to take steps to obtain copies of relevant legislation 
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and/or to obtain professional advice about compliance.  The Codex Alimentarius is a comparative record of 
the substantive similarities and differences between Codex Standards and corresponding national legislation.  
The Codex Standard will not normally deal with general matters of human, plant or animal health or with 
trade marks.  The language which is required on labels will be a matter for national legislation and so will 
import licences and other administrative procedures. 

5. The responses by governments should show clearly which provisions of the Codex Standard are 
identical to, similar to or different from, the related national requirements.  General statements that national 
laws must be complied with should be avoided or accompanied by details of national provisions which 
require attention.  Judgement will sometimes be required where the national law is in a different form or 
where it has different provisions. 

Obligations under the Acceptance Procedure 

6. The obligations which a country undertakes under the acceptance procedure are included in paragraph 4 
of the General Principles.  Paragraph 4.A(i)(a) provides for free distribution of conforming products, 
4.A(i)(b) with the need to ensure that products which do not conform may not be distributed “under the name 
and description laid down”.  Paragraph 4.A(i)(c) is a general requirement not to hinder the distribution of 
sound products, except for matters relating to human, plant or animal health, not specifically dealt with in the 
standard.  Similar provisions are included in Acceptance with Specified Deviations. 

7. The essential difference between acceptances and notifications of free distribution is that a country 
which accepts, undertakes to enforce the Codex standard and to accept all the obligations set out in the 
General Principles subject to any specified deviations. 

8. The Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) and the Commission (CAC) have reviewed the 
acceptance procedure and notifications by governments on a number of occasions.  While recognizing that 
difficulties can arise from time to time in reconciling the obligations of the acceptance procedure with the 
laws and administrative procedures of a Member Country, the CCGP and the CAC have determined that the 
obligations are essential to the work and status of the CAC and that they should not be weakened in any way.  
The purpose of these guidelines therefore is to assist governments when they are considering how, in the 
light of the objectives of the acceptance procedure, to respond to Codex Standards. 

The return of the response 

9. The principal decision which is required is whether to notify an acceptance according to one of the 
methods prescribed, or non acceptance as provided for in 4.B.  Free distribution (4.A(iii)) does not carry with 
it the obligation to prevent non conforming products from being circulated, and it may be useful in cases 
where there is no corresponding national standard and no intention to introduce one. 

The need for an informed, responsible judgement when comparing the Codex Standard with national 
laws 

10. There will be some occasions when the detail in the Codex Standard is identical with national laws.  
Difficulties will arise however when national laws are in a different form, contain different figures or no 
figures at all, or in cases where there may be no standard in the country which corresponds in substance to 
the Codex Standard.  The authority responsible for notifying the response to the CAC is urged to do its best 
to overcome any such difficulties by the exercise of its best endeavours and to respond, after such 
consultations as may be appropriate with the national organizations.  The grounds on which the judgement 
has been based can be made clear in the notification.  It may well be that they will not be such as to justify an 
acceptance, because of the obligations to stop the distribution of non conforming products, but a statement of 
free circulation should be possible on the basis of the facts and practices of each case.  If there was a court 
decision or change in the law or practice subsequently, an amending response should be made. 
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Presumptive standards 

11. A presumptive standard is one which is assumed to be the standard in the absence of any other.  (A 
presumption in law is the assumption of the truth of anything until the contrary is proved.)  Some countries 
have said that a Codex MRL is the presumptive limit for a pesticide residue.  Countries may be able and 
willing to regard a Codex Standard as the presumptive standard in cases where there is no corresponding 
standard, code of practice or other accepted expression of the “nature, substance or quality” of the food.  A 
country need not apply the presumption to all the provisions of the standard if the details of its additives, 
contaminants, hygiene or labelling rules are different from those in the standard.  In such a case the 
provisions in the Codex Standard defining the description, essential composition and quality factors relating 
to the specified name and description could still be the presumptive standard for those matters. 

12. The justification for regarding the Codex Standard as a presumptive standard is the fact that it is the 
minimum standard for a food elaborated in the CAC “so as to ensure a sound, wholesome product free from 
adulteration, correctly labelled and presented”.  (General Principles, Paragraph 3.)  The word minimum does 
not have any pejorative connotations: it simply means the level of quality and soundness of a product judged 
by consensus to be appropriate for trade internationally and nationally. 

13. Whether a presumptive standard would merit an acceptance would depend on whether the country 
concerned could say that non conforming products could not be distributed under the same name and 
description laid down in the standard.  However it would enable a declaration of free circulation to be made 
and countries are asked to give the idea serious consideration. 

 Format and Content of Codex Standards 

Scope 

14. This section, together with the name of the standard and the name and description laid down in the 
labelling section, should be examined in order to assess whether the obligations of the acceptance procedure 
can properly be accepted. 

Description, essential composition and quality factors 

15. These sections will define the minimum standard for the food.  They will be the most difficult to address 
unless by chance the details are virtually identical (i.e. ignoring significant matters of editorial expression or 
format).  However, a country which has taken part in the elaboration of the standard either by attending the 
meetings or by sending comments under the Step Procedure has, no doubt, consulted national organizations 
on the extent to which the draft provisions in the standard would be acceptable nationally.  This factual 
information needs to be turned into a formal response when the standard is sent out for acceptance.  
Countries are asked to do their best to exercise an informal judgement on lines discussed in Paragraph 7 
above.  Some of the quality criteria e.g. allowances for defects may represent good manufacturing practice or 
be left to trade contracts.  This will have to be taken into account.  A free distribution response ought to be 
possible in most cases. 

Food Additives 

16. The food additives included in the standard have been assessed and cleared by JECFA.  The Commodity 
Committee and the CCFAC have assessed technological need and safety in use.  If national laws are different, 
all the detailed differences should be reported.  It should be borne in mind, however, that the aim of 
international food standardization work is to harmonize policies and attitudes as much as possible.  Therefore 
every effort should be made to keep deviations to the minimum. 

Contaminants 

17. If national limits apply they should be quoted if not the same as those laid down in the Codex Standard.  
Where general laws about safety, health or nature of the food apply, the limits quoted in the standard could 
properly be regarded as representing those which are unavoidable in practice and within safety limits. 

Hygiene and Weights and Measures 
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18. If national requirements are different they should be reported. 

Labelling 

19. The General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods represents the international consensus on 
information to be included on the labels of all foods. 

20. Governments are exhorted to use the General Standard as a basis for their national legislation and to 
keep differences to an absolute minimum especially those of detail or minutiae.  Governments should 
observe the footnote to the Scope section and should ensure that all compulsory provisions relating to 
presentation of information which are additional to, and different from, those in the standard should be 
notified.  Any other compulsory provisions in national legislation should also be notified if they are not 
provided for in the Codex standard.  The labelling provisions in Codex standards include sections of the 
revised General Standard by reference.  When accepting a Codex commodity standard, a country which has 
already accepted and responded to the General Standard can then refer to the terms of that acceptance in any 
subsequent responses.  As much specific information as is relevant and helpful should be given.  In particular, 
this should include the name and description relating to the food, the interpretation of any special 
requirements relating to the law or custom of the country, any additional details about presentation of the 
mandatory information and detailed differences if any in the labelling requirements e.g. in relation to class 
names, declaration of added water, declaration of origin.  It will be assumed that the language(s) in which the 
particulars should be given will be as indicated by national legislation or custom. 

Methods of Analysis and Sampling 

21. The obligations which a country assumes in accepting the following Codex Defining Methods of 
Analysis included in Codex standards are as follows7: 

(a) Codex Defining Methods of Analysis (Type I) are subject to acceptance by governments just as are 
the provisions which they define and which form part of Codex standards. 

 “Full acceptance” of a Codex Defining Method means the acceptance that the value provided for in 
a Codex standard is defined by means of the Codex method.  In determining compliance with the 
value in the Codex standard, governments undertake to use the Codex Defining Method, especially 
in cases of disputes involving the results of analysis. 

 “Non acceptance” of Codex Defining Method or acceptance of Codex standards with substantive 
deviations in the Codex Defining Methods means acceptance of the Codex standard with specified 
deviation. 

(b) The “acceptance” of Codex standards containing Codex Reference Methods of Analysis (Type II) 
means the recognition that Codex Reference Methods are methods the reliability of which has been 
demonstrated on the basis of internationally acceptable criteria.  They are, therefore, obligatory for 
use, i.e. subject to acceptance by governments, in disputes involving the results of analysis.  “Non 
acceptance” of the Codex Reference Method or acceptance of Codex standards with substantive 
deviations in the Codex Reference Methods for use in disputes involving methods of analysis, 
should be taken to mean acceptance of the Codex standard with specified deviation. 

(c) The “acceptance” of Codex standards containing Codex Alternative Approved Methods of 
Analysis (Type III) means the recognition that Codex Alternative Approved Methods are methods 
the reliability of which has been demonstrated in terms of internationally acceptable criteria.  They 
are recommended for use in food control, inspection or for regulatory purposes. 

                                                      
7  The Committee on General Principles, when elaborating these Guidelines, noted that the Classification of Methods was under 

review by the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling and that the application of Part (b) particularly could 
be unnecessarily restrictive. 
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 “Non acceptance” of a Codex Alternative Approved Method does not constitute a deviation from 
the Codex standard. 

(d) Since the reliability of the Tentative Methods (Type IV) has not yet been endorsed by the Codex 
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling on the basis of the internationally accepted 
criteria, it follows that they cannot be regarded as final Codex methods.  Type IV methods may, 
eventually become Type I, II or III methods with the resultant implications regarding the 
acceptance of Codex methods.  Type IV methods are, therefore, not recommended as Codex 
methods until their reliability has been recognized by the CCMAS.  They may be included in draft 
Codex standards or in Codex standards provided their non approved status is clearly indicated. 

Summary 

22. Governments are urged to respond to every issue of Codex standards.  The inclusion of responses in 
the Codex Alimentarius will enable the CAC and Member Governments to address the question of closer 
approximation of international and national requirements.  Governments are urged to take the Codex 
standard fully into consideration when changing their national laws.  The Codex Alimentarius will always be 
an invaluable reference for governments and for international traders although national legislation must 
always be consulted and complied with. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES  

FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees  

[(a)  – (g)]  Unchanged 

 (h) promotes the useacceptance of Codex standards and related textsmaximum limits for residues by 
members  countries. 
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RISK ANALYSIS PRINCIPLES  
APPLIED BY THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD ADDITIVES AND CONTAMINANTS 

1. SCOPE 

a) This document addresses the respective applications of risk analysis principles by the Codex Committee 
on Food Additives and Contaminants (CCFAC) and the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food 
Additives (JECFA). For matters which cannot be addressed by JECFA, this document does not preclude 
the possible consideration of recommendations arising from other internationally recognized expert 
bodies. 

b) This document should be read in conjunction with the Working Principles for Risk Analysis for 
Application in the Framework of the Codex Alimentarius. 

2. CCFAC and JECFA 

c) CCFAC and JECFA recognize that communication between risk assessors and risk managers is critical 
to the success of their risk analysis activities. 

d) CCFAC and JECFA should continue to develop procedures to enhance communication between the two 
committees. 

e) CCFAC and JECFA should ensure that their contributions to the risk analysis process involve all 
interested parties and are fully transparent and thoroughly documented. While respecting legitimate 
concerns to preserve confidentiality, documentation should be made available, upon request, in a timely 
manner to all interested parties. 

f) JECFA, in consultation with CCFAC, should continue to explore developing minimum quality criteria 
for data requirements necessary for JECFA to perform risk assessments. These criteria are used by 
CCFAC in preparing its Priority List for JECFA. The JECFA Secretariat should consider whether these 
minimum quality criteria for data have been met when preparing the provisional agenda for meetings of 
JECFA. 

3. CCFAC 

g) CCFAC is primarily responsible for recommending risk management proposals for adoption by the CAC.  
h) CCFAC shall base its risk management recommendations to the CAC on JECFA’s risk assessments, 

including safety assessments8, of food additives, naturally occurring toxicants, and contaminants in food. 
i) In cases where JECFA has performed a safety assessment and CCFAC or the CAC determines that 

additional scientific guidance is necessary, CCFAC or CAC may make a more specific request to JECFA 
to obtain the scientific guidance necessary for a risk management decision. 

j) CCFAC’s risk management recommendations to the CAC with respect to food additives shall be guided 
by the principles described in the Preamble and relevant annexes of the Codex General Standard for 
Food Additives. 

k) CCFAC’s risk management recommendations to the CAC with respect to contaminants and naturally 
occurring toxicants shall be guided by the principles described in the Preamble and relevant annexes of 
the Codex General Standard for Contaminants and Naturally Occurring Toxins in Food. 

l) CCFAC’s risk management recommendations to the CAC that involve health and safety aspects of food 
standards shall be based on JECFA’s risk assessments and other legitimate factors relevant to the health 
protection of consumers and to ensuring fair practices in food trade in accordance with the Criteria for 
the Consideration of the Other Factors Referred to in the Second Statement of Principles.  

                                                      
8  A Safety Assessment is defined as a scientifically-based process consisting of: 1) the determination of a NOEL 

(No Observed Effect Level) for a chemical, biological, or physical agent from animal feeding studies and other 
scientific considerations; 2) the subsequent application of safety factors to establish an ADI or tolerable intake; 
and 3) comparison of the ADI or tolerable intake with probable exposure to the agent (Temporary definition to 
be modified when JECFA definition will be available).  
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m) CCFAC’s risk management recommendations to the CAC shall take into account the relevant 
uncertainties and safety factors described by JECFA.  

n) CCFAC shall endorse maximum use levels only for those additives for which 1) JECFA has established 
specifications of identity and purity and 2) JECFA has completed a safety assessment or has performed a 
quantitative risk assessment.  

o) CCFAC shall endorse maximum levels only for those contaminants for which 1) JECFA has completed a 
safety assessment or has performed a quantitative risk assessment and 2) the level of the contaminant in 
food can be determined through appropriate sampling plans and analysis methods, as adopted by Codex. 
CCFAC should take into consideration the analytical capabilities of developing countries unless public 
health considerations require otherwise. 

p) CCFAC shall take into account differences in regional and national food consumption patterns and 
dietary exposure as assessed by JECFA when recommending maximum use levels for additives or 
maximum levels for contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants in food. 

q) Before finalising proposals for maximum levels for contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants, 
CCFAC shall seek the scientific advice of JECFA about the validity of the analysis and sampling aspects, 
about the distribution of concentrations of contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants in foods and 
about other relevant technical and scientific aspects, including dietary exposure, as necessary to provide 
for a suitable scientific basis for its advice to CCFAC. 

r) When establishing its standards, codes of practice, and guidelines, CCFAC shall clearly state when it 
applies any other legitimate factors relevant to the health protection of consumers and to ensuring fair 
practices in food trade in accordance with the Criteria for the Consideration of the Other Factors 
Referred to in the Second Statement of Principles, in addition to JECFA’s risk assessment, and specify 
its reasons for doing so. 

s) CCFAC’s risk communication with JECFA includes prioritising substances for JECFA review with the 
view towards obtaining the best available risk assessment for purposes of elaborating safe conditions of 
use for food additives and elaborating safe maximum levels or codes of practice for contaminants and 
naturally occurring toxicants in food. 

t) CCFAC shall consider the following when preparing its priority list of substances for JECFA review:  

• Consumer protection from the point of view of health and prevention of unfair trade practices; 
• CCFAC’s Terms of Reference; 
• JECFA’s Terms of Reference; 
• The Codex Alimentarius Commission’s Strategic Plan , its relevant plans of work and Criteria for 

the Establishment of Work Priorities; 
• The quality, quantity, adequacy, and availability of data pertinent to performing a risk assessment, 

including data from developing countries; 
• The prospect of completing the work in a reasonable period of time; 
• The diversity of national legislation and any apparent impediments to international trade; 
• The impact on international trade (i.e., magnitude of the problem in international trade); 
• The needs and concerns of developing countries; and, 
• Work already undertaken by other international organizations; 

u) When referring substances to JECFA, CCFAC shall provide background information and clearly explain 
the reasons for the request when chemicals are nominated for evaluation; 

v) CCFAC may also refer a range of risk management options, with a view toward obtaining JECFA’s 
guidance on the attendant risks and the likely risk reductions associated with each option. 

w) CCFAC requests JECFA to review any methods and guidelines being considered by CCFAC for 
assessing maximum use levels for additives or maximum levels for contaminants and naturally occurring 
toxicants. CCFAC makes any such request with a view toward obtaining JECFA’s guidance on the 
limitations, applicability, and appropriate means for implementation of a method or guideline for 
CCFAC's work. 
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4. JECFA 

x) JECFA is primarily responsible for performing the risk assessments upon which CCFAC and ultimately 
the CAC base their risk management decisions.  

y) JECFA’s scientific experts should be selected on the basis of their competence and independence, taking 
into account geographical representation to ensure that all regions are represented. 

z) JECFA should strive to provide CCFAC with science-based risk assessments that include the four 
components of risk assessment as defined by CAC and safety assessments that can serve as the basis for 
CCFAC’s risk-management discussions. For contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants, JECFA 
should determine to the extent possible the risks associated with various levels of intake. Because of the 
lack of appropriate information, including data in humans, however, this may be possible in only a few 
cases for the foreseeable future. For additives, JECFA should continue to use its safety assessment 
process for establishing ADIs. 

aa) JECFA should strive to provide CCFAC with science-based quantitative risk assessments and safety 
assessments for food additives, contaminants, and naturally occurring toxicants in a transparent manner. 

bb) JECFA should provide CCFAC with information on the applicability and any constraints of the risk 
assessment to the general population to particular sub-populations and should as far as possible identify 
potential risks to populations of potentially enhanced vulnerability (e.g., children, women of child-
bearing age, the elderly). 

cc) JECFA should also strive to provide CCFAC with specifications of identity and purity essential to 
assessing risk associated with the use of additives. 

dd) JECFA should strive to base its risk assessments on global data, including data from developing 
countries. These data should include epidemiological surveillance data and exposure studies. 

ee) JECFA is responsible for evaluating exposure to additives, contaminants, and naturally occurring 
toxicants. 

ff) When evaluating intake of additives or contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants during its risk 
assessment, JECFA should take into account regional differences in food consumption patterns. 

gg) JECFA should provide to CCFAC its scientific views on the validity and the distribution aspects of the 
available data regarding contaminants and naturally occurring toxicants in foods which have been used 
for exposure assessments, and should give details on the magnitude of the contribution to the exposure 
from specific foods as may be relevant for risk management actions or options of CCFAC. 

hh) JECFA should communicate to CCFAC the magnitude and source of uncertainties in its risk assessments. 
When communicating this information, JECFA should provide CCFAC with a description of the 
methodology and procedures by which JECFA estimated any uncertainty in its risk assessment.  

ii) JECFA should communicate to CCFAC the basis for all assumptions used in its risk assessments 
including default assumptions used to account for uncertainties.  

jj) JECFA’s risk assessment output to CCFAC is limited to presenting its deliberations and the conclusions 
of its risk assessments and safety assessments in a complete and transparent manner. JECFA’s 
communication of its risk assessments should not include the consequences of its analyses on trade or 
other non-public health consequence. Should JECFA include risk assessments of alternative risk 
management options, JECFA should ensure that these are consistent with the Working Principles for 
Risk Analysis for the Application in the Framework of the Codex Alimentarius and Risk Analysis 
Principles applied by the Codex Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants. 

kk) When establishing the agenda for a JECFA meeting, the JECFA Secretariat work closely with CCFAC to 
ensure that CCFAC’s risk management priorities are addressed in a timely manner. With respect to food 
additives, the JECFA Secretariat should normally give first priority to compounds that have been 
assigned a temporary ADI, or equivalent. Second priority should normally be given to food additives or 
groups of additives that have previously been evaluated and for which an ADI, or equivalent, has been 
estimated, and for which new information is available. Third priority should normally be given to food 
additives that have not been previously evaluated. With respect to contaminants and naturally occurring 
toxicants, the JECFA Secretariat should give priority to substances that present both a significant risk to 
public health and are a known or expected problem in international trade. 



ALINORM 05/28/41 
Appendix IV 

 

101

ll) When establishing the agenda for a JECFA meeting, the JECFA Secretariat should give priority to 
substances that are known or expected problems in international trade or that present an emergency or 
imminent public health risk. 

 

CCFAC POLICY FOR EXPOSURE ASSESSMENT OF CONTAMINANTS AND TOXINS  
IN FOODS OR FOOD GROUPS 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Maximum Limits (MLs) do not need to be set for all foods that contain a contaminant or a toxin. The 
Preamble of the Codex General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Foods (GSCTF) states in 
Section 1.3.2 that “maximum levels (MLs) shall only be set for those foods in which the contaminant 
may be found in amounts that are significant for the total exposure of the consumer. They should be set 
in such a way that the consumer is adequately protected”. Setting standards for foods that contribute little 
to dietary exposure would mandate enforcement activities that do not contribute significantly to health 
outcomes.  

2. Exposure assessment is one of the four components of risk assessment within the risk analysis 
framework adopted by Codex as the basis for all standard-setting processes. The estimated contribution 
of specific foods or food groups to the total dietary exposure to a contaminant as it relates to a 
quantitative health hazard endpoint (e.g., PMTDI, PTWI) provides further information needed for the 
setting of priorities for the risk management of specific foods/food groups. Exposure assessments must 
be guided by clearly articulated policies elaborated by Codex with the aim of increasing the transparency 
of risk management decisions.  

3. The purpose of this Annex is to outline steps in contaminant data selection and analysis undertaken by 
JECFA when requested by CCFAC to conduct a dietary exposure assessment.  

4. The following components highlight aspects of JECFA’s exposure assessment of contaminants and 
toxins that contribute to ensuring transparency and consistency of science-based risk assessments. 
Exposure assessments of contaminants and toxins in foods are performed by JECFA at the request of 
CCFAC. CCFAC will take this information into account when considering risk management options and 
making recommendations regarding contaminants and toxins in foods. 

1. ESTIMATION OF TOTAL DIETARY EXPOSURE TO A CONTAMINANT OR TOXIN FROM 
FOODS/FOOD GROUPS 

5. JECFA uses available data from member countries and from GEMS/Food Operating Program for 
analytical laboratories system on contaminant levels in foods and the amount of foods consumed to 
estimate total dietary exposure to a contaminant or toxin. This is expressed as a percentage of the 
tolerable intake (e.g., PTDI, PTWI, or other appropriate toxicological reference point). For a carcinogen 
with no clear threshold, JECFA uses available data on intake combined with data on carcinogenic 
potency to estimate potential population risks.  

6. Median/mean contaminant levels in foods are determined from available analytical data submitted by 
countries and from other sources. These data are combined with information available for the 
GEMS/Food Regional diets to generate dietary exposure estimates for regions in the world. JECFA 
provides an estimate as to which of the GEMS/Food Regional diets are likely to approach or exceed the 
tolerable intake. 

7. In some cases, available national contaminant and/or individual food consumption data may be used by 
JECFA to provide more accurate estimates of total dietary exposure, particularly for vulnerable groups 
such as children. 

8. JECFA performs exposure assessments if requested by CCFAC using the GEMS/Food Regional Diets 
and, if needed, available national consumption data to estimate the impact on dietary exposure of 
proposed alternative maximum levels to inform CCFAC about these risk management options. 
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2. IDENTIFICATION OF FOODS/FOOD GROUPS THAT CONTRIBUTE SIGNIFICANTLY TO 
TOTAL DIETARY EXPOSURE OF THE CONTAMINANT OR TOXIN 

9. From dietary exposure estimates JECFA identifies foods/food groups that contribute significantly to the 
exposure according to CCFAC’s criteria for selecting food groups that contribute to exposure. 

10. The CCFAC determines criteria for selecting foods/food groups that contribute significantly to total 
dietary exposure of a contaminant or toxin. These criteria are based upon the percentage of the tolerable 
intake (or similar health hazard endpoint) that is contributed by a given food/food group and the number 
of geographic regions (as defined by the GEMS/Food Regional diets) for which dietary exposures 
exceed that percentage. 

11. The criteria are as follows:  

a) Foods or food groups for which exposure to the contaminant or toxin contributes approximately 10%9 
or more of the tolerable intake (or similar health hazard endpoint) in one of the GEMS/Food Regional 
diets;  

or, 
b) Foods or food groups for which exposure to the contaminant or toxin contributes approximately 5%1 

or more of the tolerable intake (or similar health hazard endpoint) in two or more of the GEMS/Food 
Regional diets;  

or, 
c) Foods or food groups that may have a significant impact on exposure for specific groups of consumers, 

although exposure may not exceed 5% of the tolerable intake (or similar health hazard endpoint) in 
any of the GEMS/Food Regional diets. These would be considered on a case-by-case basis.  

3. GENERATION OF DISTRIBUTION CURVES FOR CONCENTRATIONS OF THE 
CONTAMINANT IN SPECIFIC FOODS/FOOD GROUPS (concurrent with section 2, or subsequent 
step) 

12. If requested by CCFAC, JECFA uses available analytical data on contaminant or toxin levels in 
foods/food groups identified as significant contributors to dietary exposure to generate distribution 
curves of contaminant concentrations in individual foods. CCFAC will take this information into account 
when considering risk management options and, if appropriate, for proposing the lowest achievable 
levels for contaminants/toxins in food on a global basis. 

13. Ideally, individual data from composite samples or aggregated analytical data would be used by JECFA 
to construct the distribution curves. When such data are not available, aggregated data would be used 
(for example mean and geometric standard deviation). However, methods to construct distribution curves 
using aggregated data would need to be validated by JECFA. 

14. In presenting the distribution curves to CCFAC, JECFA should, to the extent possible, provide a 
comprehensive overview of the ranges of contamination of foods (i.e., both the maximum and outlier 
values) and of the proportion of foods/food groups that contain contaminants/toxins at those levels. 

4. ASSESSMENT OF THE IMPACT OF AGRICULTURAL AND PRODUCTION PRACTICES ON 
CONTAMINANT LEVELS IN FOODS/FOOD GROUPS (concurrent with section 2, or subsequent step) 

15. If requested by CCFAC, JECFA assesses the potential impact of different agricultural and production 
practices on contaminant levels in foods to the extent that scientific data are available to support such 
assessments. CCFAC takes this information into account when considering risk management options and 
for proposing Codes of Practice. 

16. Taking this information into account, CCFAC proposes risk management decisions. To refine them, 
CCFAC may request JECFA to undertake a second assessment to consider specific exposure scenarios 
based on proposed risk management options. The methodology for assessing potential contaminant 
exposure in relation to proposed risk management options needs to be further developed by JECFA. 

                                                      
9  Rounded to the nearest 1/10th of a percent. 
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CRITERIA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORK PRIORITIES 

When a Codex Committee proposes to elaborate a standard, code of practice or related text within its terms 
of reference, it should first consider the priorities established by the Commission in the strategic plan, the 
relevant outcomes of the critical review conducted by the Executive Committee, and the prospect of 
completing the work within a reasonable period of time. It should also assess the proposal against the criteria 
set out below.  

If the proposal falls in an area outside the Committee’s terms of reference the proposal should be reported to 
the Commission in writing together with proposals for such amendments to the Committee’s terms of 
reference as may be required. 

 

CRITERIA 

General criterion   

Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practices in the food trade 
and taking into account the identified needs of developing countries. 

Criteria applicable to general subjects   

(a) Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade. 

(b) Scope of work and establishment of priorities between the various sections of the work. 

(c) Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field and/or suggested by the 
relevant international intergovernmental body(ies). 

Criteria applicable to commodities   

(a) Volume of production and consumption in individual countries and volume and pattern of trade between 
countries. 

(b) Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade. 

(c) International or regional market potential. 

(d) Amenability of the commodity to standardisation. 

(e) Coverage of the main consumer protection and trade issues by existing or proposed general standards. 

(f) Number of commodities which would need separate standards indicating whether raw, semi-processed or 
processed. 

(g) Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field and/or suggested by the 
relevant international intergovernmental body(ies).  
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GUIDELINES ON PHYSICAL WORKING GROUPS 

INTRODUCTION 

Working groups should be ad hoc, open to all members, take into account the problems of developing 
country participation and only be established where there is consensus in the Committee to do so and other 
strategies have been considered. 

The Rules of Procedure and the guidelines governing the work of a Codex Committee shall apply, mutatis 
mutandis, to the working groups this Committee establishes, unless stated otherwise in these Guidelines.10 

The Guidelines applying to physical working groups (hereinafter, "working groups") established by Codex 
Committees as described in these guidelines apply also to those established by Regional Coordinating 
Committees and by Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

COMPOSITION OF WORKING GROUPS 

Membership 

Membership of a working group is notified to the chairperson of the Codex Committee and to the host 
country secretariat of the Committee. 
When establishing a working group, a Codex Committee should ensure, as far as possible, that the 
membership is representative of the membership of the Commission. 

Observers 

Observers should notify the Chairperson of the Codex Committee and to the host country secretariat of the 
Committee of their wish to participate in a working group. Observers may participate in all sessions and 
activities of a working group, unless otherwise specified by the Committee members. 

ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES 

A Codex Committee may decide that the working groups will be managed by the Host Government 
Secretariat, or by another member of the Commission, having volunteered to undertake this responsibility 
and having been accepted by the Committee (hereinafter "the Host"). 

Chairperson 

The Host is responsible for appointing the chairperson of the working group. While selecting of the 
appointee, the Host may consider applying, where relevant, the Codex Criteria for the Appointment of 
Chairpersons11. 

Secretariat 

The Host is responsible for providing all conference services, including the secretariat, for the working group 
and should meet all the requirements agreed upon by the Committee, when the working group was 
established. 

Duties and Terms of Reference 

The terms of reference of the working group shall be established by the Committee during its plenary session, 
shall be limited to the immediate task at hand and normally shall not be subsequently modified. 

                                                      
10 The provisions of the "Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental 

Task Forces", the "Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces" and the "Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces" are especially relevant in this matter. 

11  Reference is made to the Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces. 



ALINORM 05/28/41 
Appendix IV 

 

105

The terms of reference shall clearly state the objective(s) to be achieved by the establishment of the working 
group and the language(s) to be used. Interpretation and translation services should be provided in all 
languages of the Committee, unless decided otherwise by the Committee. 
The terms of reference shall clearly state the time frame by which the work is expected to be completed. The 
proposals/recommendations of a working group shall be presented to the Committee for consideration. 
They shall not be binding on the Committee. 
The working group shall be dissolved after the specified work has been completed or when the time limit 
allocated for the work has expired or at any other point in time, if the Codex Committee which has 
established it, so decides. 
No decision on behalf of the Committee, nor vote, either on point of substance or of procedure, shall take 
place in working groups. 

SESSIONS 

Date 

A session of a working group may be held at any time, in-between two sessions or in conjunction with the 
session of the Committee, which has established it. 
When convened in-between two sessions of the Committee, the session of the working group should be 
scheduled as to allow the working group to report to the Committee well in advance of the next meeting so 
that countries and other interested parties, that were not members of the working group, can comment on the 
proposals that the working group might put to the Committee. 
When convened during a session of a Committee, a working group should be scheduled so as to allow 
participation of all delegations present at the session. 

Working Group Notification and Provisional Agenda 

Sessions of a working group shall be convened by the Chairperson designated by the Host. 
If the working group is scheduled in-between two sessions of the Committee, a notice of the working group 
meeting and provisional agenda shall be prepared, translated and distributed by the Host. It shall be issued to 
all Members and Observers who have expressed the willingness to attend the meeting. These documents 
should be distributed as far in advance of the meeting as possible. 

Organization of Work 

Written comments will be circulated to all concerned by the secretariat of the Host. 

Preparation and Distribution of Papers 

The secretariat of the Host should circulate the papers at least two months before the opening of the session. 
Paper for the session prepared by the participants should be sent to the secretariat of the Host, in good time. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Secretariat of the Host should, as soon as possible after the end of the session of a working group, send a 
copy of the final conclusions, in the form of either a discussion paper or a working document, and the list of 
participants, to the Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat and to the host country secretariat of the Committee. 
Conclusions of a working group shall be distributed to all Codex Contact Points and observers by the Joint 
FAO/WHO Secretariat in time to allow full consideration of the working group’s recommendations. 
The Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat should ensure that these conclusions are included in the distribution of 
papers for the next session of the Codex Committee. 
The working group shall report, through its Chairperson, on the progress of its work at the next session of the 
Committee, which has established the working group. 
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GUIDELINES ON ELECTRONIC WORKING GROUPS 

INTRODUCTION 

The search for world-wide consensus and for greater acceptability of Codex Standards requires the 
involvement of all the Members of Codex and the active participation of developing countries. 

Special efforts are needed to enhance the participation of developing countries in Codex Committees, by 
increased use of written communications, especially through remote participation via email, internet and 
other modern technologies, in the work done between sessions of Committees. 

Codex Committees, when deciding to undertake work between sessions, should give the first priority to 
considering the establishment of electronic working groups. 

The Rules of Procedure and the guidelines governing the work of a Committee shall apply, mutatis mutandis, 
to the electronic working groups this Committee establishes, unless stated otherwise in these Guidelines.12 

The Guidelines applying to electronic working groups established by Codex Committees, as described in 
these Guidelines, apply also to those established by Regional Coordinating Committees and by Codex ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

COMPOSITION OF ELECTRONIC WORKING GROUPS 

Membership 

Membership of an electronic working group is notified the chairperson of the Codex Committee and to the 
host country secretariat of the Committee. 
When establishing an electronic working group, a Codex Committee should ensure, as far as possible, that 
the membership is representative of the membership of the Commission. 

Observers 

Observers should notify the Chairperson of the Committee and to the host country secretariat of the 
Committee, of their wish to participate in a working group. Observers may participate in all the activities of 
an electronic working group, unless otherwise specified by Committee members. 

ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES  

Codex Committees may decide that the electronic working group will be managed by the Host Government 
Secretariat, or by another member of the Commission, having volunteered to undertake this responsibility 
and having been accepted by the Committee (hereinafter "the Host"). The Host should be notified of the 
participants in an electronic working group by Codex Members through their Codex Contact Points and by 
Observer organizations. 
Management 

The Host is responsible for the management of the electronic working group for which it has been appointed. 

The business of an electronic working group is transacted exclusively by electronic means. 
Secretariat 

The Host is responsible for providing the secretariat of the electronic working group with all services needed 
for its functioning, including suitable Information Technology (IT) equipment, and should meet all the 
requirements agreed upon by the Committee. 

                                                      
12  The provisions of the "Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental 

Task Forces", the "Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces", the "Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces" and the "Guidelines on Physical Working Groups" are especially relevant in this matter. 
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Duties and Terms of Reference 

The terms of reference of the electronic working group shall be established by the Committee during its 
plenary session, shall be limited to the immediate task at hand and normally shall not be subsequently 
modified. 

The terms of reference shall clearly state the objective(s) to be achieved by the establishment of the 
electronic working group and the language(s) to be used. Interpretation and translation services should be 
provided in all languages of the Committee, unless decided otherwise by the Committee. 

The terms of reference shall clearly state the time frame by which the work is expected to be completed. 

The electronic working group shall be dissolved after the specified work has been completed or when the 
time limit allocated for the work has expired or at any other point in time, if the Codex Committee which has 
established it, so decides. 

No decision on behalf of the Committee, nor vote, either on point of substance or of procedure, shall take 
place in electronic working groups. 
Electronic Working Group Notification and Programme of Work 

A notice indicating when the electronic working group starts to operate and a programme of work shall be 
prepared, translated and distributed by the Host to all Members and Observers who have expressed the 
willingness to contribute. 
Organization of Work 

Circulation of drafts and calls for comments shall include a request for the names, positions and e-mail 
addresses of all the persons willing to contribute to the business of the electronic working group. 

Comments from participants should be submitted exclusively by electronic means. These submissions shall 
be circulated to all concerned by the Host. 

Any participant should be made aware of the materials contributed by all others. 

An update on the progress of its work shall be presented by the Host at each session of the Codex Committee 
which has established it, indicating the number of countries having sent contributions by mail. A compilation 
of these contributions should be made available. 
Preparation and Distribution of Materials 

Materials should be sent to the secretariat of the Host, in good time. 

The Host is responsible for the distribution of all the materials submitted by a participant during the business 
of the electronic working group to all other participants of the electronic working group. 

Attention should be given to constraints of a technical nature (file sizes and formats, limited band width, …) 
and special care should be taken to ensure the widest distribution of all the available materials. 

CONCLUSIONS 

As soon as possible after the end of the business of an electronic working group, the secretariat of the Host 
should send a copy of the final conclusions, in the form of either a discussion paper or a working document 
and of the list of participants to the Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat and to the host country secretariat of the 
Committee. 

The conclusions of an electronic working group and the list of participants shall be distributed to Codex 
Contact Points and observers by the Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat in time to allow full consideration of the 
electronic working group's recommendations. 

The Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat should ensure that these conclusions are included in the distribution of 
papers for the next session of the Codex Committee, which has established the electronic working group. 
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REVISED PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF INTERNATIONAL NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WORK OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

COMMISSION 

1. PURPOSE 
The purpose of collaboration with International Non-Governmental Organizations is to secure for the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission, expert information, advice and assistance from international non-governmental 
organizations and to enable organizations which represent important sections of public opinion and are 
authorities in their fields of professional and technical competence to express the views of their members and 
to play an appropriate role in ensuring the harmonizing of intersectoral interests among the various sectoral 
bodies concerned in a country, regional or global setting. Arrangements made with such organizations shall 
be designed to advance the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission by securing maximum 
cooperation from International Non-Governmental Organizations in the execution of its programme. 

2. TYPES OF RELATIONSHIP 
Only one category of relationship shall be recognized, namely “Observer Status”; all other contacts, 
including working relations, shall be considered to be of an informal character. 

  3. ORGANIZATIONS ELIGIBLE FOR "OBSERVER STATUS" 

1. The following shall be eligible for Observer Status: 

• International Non-Governmental Organizations in consultative status, specialized consultative 
status or liaison status with FAO; 

• International Non-Governmental Organizations having official relations with WHO; and 

• International Non-Governmental Organizations that: 

(a) are international in structure and scope of activity, and representative of the specialized 
field of  interest in which they operate; 

(b) are concerned with matters covering a part or all of the Commission’s field of activity; 

(c) have aims and purposes in conformity with the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission; 

(d) have a permanent directing body and Secretariat, authorized representatives and 
systematic procedures and machinery for communicating with its membership in various 
countries. Its members shall exercise voting rights in relation to its policies or action or 
shall have other appropriate mechanisms to express their views; and 

(e) have been established at least three years before they apply for observer status. 

2. For the purpose of paragraph (a), International Non-Governmental Organizations shall be considered 
"international in structure and scope of activity" if they have members and carry out activities in at least three 
countries.  The Directors-General of FAO and WHO may, upon the advice of the Executive Committee, 
grant observer status to Organizations not meeting this requirement if it is clear from their application that 
they would make a significant contribution to advancing the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. 
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4. PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING "OBSERVER STATUS" 

4.1  INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS HAVING STATUS 
WITH FAO AND/OR OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

“Observer status” shall be accorded to those International Non-Governmental Organizations in consultative 
status, specialized consultative status or liaison status with FAO or International Non-Governmental 
Organizations having official relations with WHO that inform the Secretary of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission of their desire to participate in the work of the Commission and/or any or all of the 
Commission’s subsidiary bodies13 on a regular basis. They may also request invitations to participate at 
specific sessions of the Commission or its subsidiary bodies on an ad hoc basis. 

4.2  INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS NEITHER HAVING 
STATUS WITH FAO NOR OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

Before any form of formal relationship is established with a Non-Governmental Organization, such 
Organization shall supply the Secretary of the Commission with the information outlined in the Annex to 
these Procedures.  

The Secretary of the Commission will verify the completeness of the information provided by the 
Organization, and will also perform an initial assessment of whether the Organization appears to meet the 
requirements indicated in Section 3 of these Principles.  In case of doubts, he or she will consult with the 
Directors-General of FAO and WHO and may seek further information and clarifications from the 
Organization as appropriate. 

Upon satisfactory completion of the verification and assessment referred to in the previous paragraph, the 
Secretary of the Commission will submit the application and all relevant information received from the 
applicant to the Executive Committee for its advice, pursuant to Rule VIII.6 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

The Secretary of the Commission will transmit the application, together with all relevant information 
received from the applicant and the advice of the Executive Committee, to the Directors-General who will 
decide whether an Organization is to be granted observer status.  In case of rejection of an application, a re-
application by the same Organization shall not normally be considered until two years have elapsed since the 
Directors-General's decision on the original application. 

The Secretary of the Commission shall inform each Organization of the Directors-General's decision on its 
application, and shall provide a written explanation of the decision in case of rejection.  

Observer Status at specific meetings will not normally be granted to individual organizations that are 
members of a larger organization authorized and that intends to represent them at these meetings. 

5. PRIVILEGES AND OBLIGATIONS 
International Non-governmental Organizations in Observer status shall have the following privileges and 
obligations: 

5.1  PRIVILEGES OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
"OBSERVER STATUS" 

An Organization in Observer Status: 

(a) shall be entitled to send an observer (without the right to vote) to sessions of the Commission, who may 
be accompanied by advisers; to receive from the Secretary of the Commission, in advance of the session, all 
working documents and discussion papers; to circulate to the Commission its views in writing, without 
abridgement; and to participate in discussions when invited by the Chairperson14; 

                                                      
13  The term “subsidiary bodies” means any body established under Rule X of the Commission's Rules of Procedure. 
14  An invitation to a Codex meeting and representation thereat by an observer shall not imply the granting to an 

international non-governmental organization of a status different from that which it already enjoys. 



ALINORM 05/28/41 
Appendix IV 

 

110

(b) shall be entitled to send an observer (without the right to vote) to sessions of specified Subsidiary Bodies, 
who may be accompanied by advisers; to receive from the Secretaries of the Subsidiary Bodies, in advance 
of the session, all working documents and discussion papers; to circulate to these Bodies its views in writing, 
without abridgement; and to participate in discussions when invited by the Chairperson 15; 

(c) may be invited by the Directors-General to participate in meetings or seminars on subjects organized 
under the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme which fall within its fields of interest, and if it does 
not so participate it may submit its views in writing to any such meeting or seminar; 

(d) will receive documentation and information about meetings planned on subjects agreed upon with the 
Secretariat; 

(e) may submit, under the authority of its governing body, written statements on matters before the 
Commission, in one of the languages of Commission, to the Secretary, who may communicate them to the 
Commission or the Executive Committee as appropriate. 

5.2  OBLIGATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN 
"OBSERVER STATUS" 

An Organization in Observer Status shall undertake: 

(a) to cooperate fully with the Codex Alimentarius Commission for the furtherance of the objectives of the 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme; 

(b) in cooperation with the Secretariat, to determine the ways and means of co-ordinating activities within 
the scope of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, with a view to avoiding duplication and 
overlapping; 

(c) to contribute, as far as possible, and at the request of the Directors-General, to the promotion of a better 
knowledge and understanding of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the Joint FAO/WHO Food 
Standards Programme through appropriate discussions or other forms of publicity; 

(d) to send to the Secretary of the Commission on an exchange basis, its reports and publications concerned 
with matters covering all or part of the Commission’s field of activity; 
(e) to promptly report to the Secretary of the Commission changes it its structure and membership, important 
changes in its secretariat as well as any other important changes in the information provided in accordance 
with the Annex to the present Principles. 

6. REVIEW OF "OBSERVER STATUS" 

The Directors-General may terminate observer status if an Organization no longer meets the criteria that 
applied at the time it was granted observer status, or for reasons of exceptional nature, in accordance with the 
procedures set out in this section. 

Without prejudice to the preceding paragraph, an international non-governmental organization in Observer 
Status which has neither attended any meetings nor provided any written comments during a period of four 
years shall be deemed not to have sufficient interest to warrant the continuance of such relationship. 

If, in the view of the Directors-General, the conditions indicated in the previous paragraphs materialize, they 
shall inform the Organization concerned accordingly and invite it to submit its observations.  The Directors-
General will seek the advice of the Executive Committee and will submit any observation received from the 
Organization to it.  The Directors-General, taking into account the advice of the Executive Committee and 
any observation submitted by the Organization, shall decide whether to terminate its observer status.  A re-
application from the same Organization shall not normally be considered until two years have elapsed since 
the Directors-General's decision to terminate its observer status.   

The Secretary shall report to the Codex Alimentarius Commission on the relations between the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and international nongovernmental organizations established in accordance with 
the present Procedures and shall provide a list of organizations granted Observer Status, with an indication of 
the membership that they represent.  He or she shall also report to the Commission the termination of the 
observer status of any Organization. 
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The Commission shall periodically review these principles and procedures and shall consider, as necessary, 
any amendments which may seem desirable. 
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ANNEX: INFORMATION REQUIRED OF INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS REQUESTING “OBSERVER STATUS” 

(a) Official name of the organization in different languages (with initials) 

(b) Full postal address, Telephone, Facsimile and Email, as well as Telex and website addresses as 
appropriate 

(c) Aims and subject fields (mandate) of organization, and methods of operation. (Enclose charter, 
constitution, by-laws, rules of procedures, etc.).  Date of establishment 

(d) Member organizations (name and address of each national affiliate, method of affiliation, giving number 
of members where possible, and names of principal officers. If the organization has individual members, 
please indicate approximate number in each country.  If the organization is of a federal nature and has 
international non-governmental organizations as members, please indicate whether any of those members 
already enjoy observer status with the Codex Alimentarius Commission) 

(e) Structure (assembly or conference; council or other form of governing body; type of general secretariat; 
commissions on special topics, if any; etc.) 

(f) Indication of source of funding (e.g., membership contributions, direct funding, external contributions, or 
grants) 

(g) Meetings (indicate frequency and average attendance; send report of previous meeting, including any 
resolutions passed) that are concerned with matters covering all or part of the Commission’s field of activity 

(h) Relations with other international organizations: 

- UN and its organs (indicate consultative status or other relationship, if any) 

- Other international organizations (document substantive activities) 

(i) Expected contribution to the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 

(j) Past activities on behalf of, or in relation to, the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme (indicate any relationship by national affiliates with the Regional 
Coordinating Committees and/or the National Codex Contact Points or Committees for at least the last three 
years preceding the application) 

(k) Area of activity in which participation as an observer is requested (Commission and/or Subsidiary 
Bodies). If more than one organization with similar interests is requesting observer status in any field of 
activity, such organizations will be encouraged to form themselves into a federation or association for the 
purpose of participation. If the formation of such a single organization is not feasible, the application should 
explain why this is so. 

(l) Previous applications for observer status with the Codex Alimentarius Commission, including those made 
by a member organization of the applicant organization.  If successful, please indicate why and when 
observer status was terminated.  If unsuccessful, please indicate the reasons you were given. 

(m) Languages (English, French or Spanish) in which documentation should be sent to the international non-
governmental organization 

(n) Name, Function and address of the person providing the information 

(o) Signature and date 
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GUIDELINES ON COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS  

IN THE ELABORATION OF STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 

 

SCOPE AND APPLICATION 

1) These guidelines establish the modalities of cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
and international intergovernmental organizations when elaborating food standards or related texts. 

2) These guidelines should be read in conjunction with the "Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of 
Codex Standards and Related Texts". 

TYPES OF COOPERATION 

3) The Codex Alimentarius Commission may undertake the elaboration of any standard or related text in 
cooperation with another international intergovernmental body or organization. 

4) Such cooperation may consist of: 

a) Cooperation at the initial drafting stages of a Codex standard or related text; 

b) Cooperation through mutual exchange of information and participation in meetings. 

COOPERATING INTERNATIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION  

5) The cooperating international intergovernmental organization shall have observer status with the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission.  

6) The cooperating international intergovernmental organization shall have the same principles of 
membership15 that form the basis for membership in the Codex Alimentarius Commission and equivalent 
principles of standards-setting16. 

COOPERATION AT THE INITIAL DRAFTING STAGES OF A CODEX STANDARD OR 
RELATED TEXT17 

7) The Commission, or a subsidiary body of the Commission subject to approval by the Commission and 
taking into account the Critical review conducted by the Executive Committee, as appropriate, may 
entrust the initial drafting of a proposed draft standard or related text to an international 
intergovernmental organisation with competence in the relevant field, in particular one of those referred 
to in Annex A of the WTO/SPS Agreement, on a case-by case basis,  provided that the willingness of the 
cooperating organization to undertake such work has been ascertained. Such texts shall be circulated at 
Step 3 of the « Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts ». When 
appropriate, the international intergovernmental organisations referred to Annex A of the WTO/SPS 
Agreement shall be associated in the drafting of standards or related texts at Step 2 of the Elaboration 
Procedure. The Commission shall entrust the remaining steps to the relevant Codex subsidiary body 
within the Codex Elaboration Procedure.  

                                                      
15  The same principles of membership” shall be taken to mean that the membership of the organization is open to 

all Members and Associate Members of FAO and of WHO. 
16 “Equivalent principles of standards-setting” refers to the General Decisions of the Commission set out in the 

Appendix to the Procedural Manual. 
17  See also Article 1 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Step 2 of the Uniform Procedure for 

the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts, and the Terms of reference of the Codex Committee on 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (in Procedural Manual of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 14th Edition). 
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8) The Commission, or a subsidiary body of the Commission, may use, in whole or in part, an international 
standard or related text developed by an international intergovernmental organization with competence 
in the relevant field as a basis for preparing a proposed draft standard or related text at Step 2 of the 
Elaboration Procedure, subject to concurrence of the cooperating organization. The proposed draft 
standard or related text shall be circulated at Step 3 of the "Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of 
Codex Standards and Related Texts". 

COOPERATION THROUGH MUTUAL EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND 
PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS 

9) The Commission or a subsidiary body of the Commission may identify an international 
intergovernmental organization having specific expertise of particular importance to the work of the 
Commission. Such organization may be encouraged to actively participate in the elaboration of standards 
by the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. 

10) The Commission or a subsidiary body of the Commission may invite a cooperating organization having 
specific expertise of particular importance to the work of the Commission to report about its relevant 
work at their sessions on an ad hoc or regular basis. 

11) The Commission or a subsidiary body of the Commission may recommend that the Chairperson of the 
Commission, the Chairperson of the subsidiary body, or, if they are not available, a Vice-chairperson or 
the Secretary of the Commission, as appropriate, participate in meetings of the cooperating organization, 
subject to the concurrence of the cooperating organization. 

12) The Commission or a subsidiary body of the Commission may recommend that the Chairperson or the 
Secretary of the Commission forward comments, opinions or other relevant information of the 
Commission to the cooperating organization as regards international standard setting work in areas of 
mutual interest. 

13) The Codex Alimentarius Commission may recommend to the Directors-General of FAO and WHO the 
conclusion of an appropriate arrangement with the executive head of the cooperating organization with a 
view to agreeing upon specific modalities to facilitate continuing cooperation between the Commission 
and the cooperating organization, as set out in the paragraphs above. 
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APPENDIX V 

LIST OF STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS ADOPTED BY THE TWENTY-EIGHTH 
SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 

Part 1. Standards and Related Texts Adopted at Step 8 as Final Texts 
 

Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 

Food additive provisions of the General 
Standard for Food Additives 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
83 and Appendix X 

Adopted 

Code of Practice for the Prevention and 
Reduction of Aflatoxin Contamination in 
Tree Nuts 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
132 and Appendix XXI 

Adopted 

Code of Practice for the Prevention and 
Reduction of Tin Contamination in 
Canned Foods 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
166 and Appendix XXV 

Adopted 

Maximum Levels for cadmium in wheat 
grain; potato; stem and root vegetables; 
leafy vegetables; and, other vegetables 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
175 and Appendix XXVI 

Adopted 

Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery 
Products (section on Aquaculture) 

ALINORM 05/28/18; para. 
59 and Appendix II  

Adopted 

Amendment to the Standard for Salted 
Fish and Dried Salted Fish of the Gadidae 
Family 

ALINORM 05/28/18; para. 
34 and Appendix IV 

Adopted 

Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat ALINORM 05/28/16; para. 
67 and Appendix II  

Adopted with amendments (see 
para. 50) 

Guidelines for Vitamin and Mineral Food 
Supplements 

ALINORM 05/28/26; para. 
35 and Appendix II 

Adopted with amendments (see 
para. 54) 

Maximum Residue Levels for Pesticides  ALINORM 05/28/24; paras 
77- 213 and Appendix II  

Adopted (with the exception of 
MRLs for deltamethrin in leafy 
vegetables and carbosulfan in 
mandarin and potato) (see para. 
55) 

Interim Maximum Residue Levels for 
Pesticides 

ALINORM 05/28/24; paras 
189 – 203 and Appendix V 

Adopted 

Maximum Residue Limits for Veterinary 
Drugs  

ALINORM 05/28/31; para. 
92 and Appendix II 

Adopted 

Codex General Standard for Fruit Juices 
and Nectars 

ALINORM 05/28/39; 
para.103 and Appendix II 

Adopted with amendments (see 
paras. 61 and 67 - 68) 
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Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 
Minimum Brix Level for Reconstituted 
Juice and Reconstituted Purée and 
Minimum Juice and/or Purée Content for 
Fruit Nectars (% v/v) grape, guava, 
mandarine/tangerine, mango, passion 
fruit and tamarind (Indian date) 
juices/nectars  

ALINORM 05/28/39; para. 
104 and Appendix III  

Adopted  

Methods of Analysis endorsed for 
inclusion in commodity standards and/or 
in Codex STAN 234-1999:  Standard for 
Olive Oils and Olive Pomace Oils; 
general methods for processed fruits and 
vegetables; and specific standards for 
Processed Fruits and Vegetables 

ALINORM 05/28/23; 
paras. 53-83 and 88 and 
Appendix III 

Adopted  

 

 

Part 2. Standards and Related Texts Adopted at Step 5 and Step 8 as Final Texts with 
Recommendation to Omit Steps 6 and 7 

 

Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 

Food additive provisions of the General 
Standard for Food Additives 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
83 and Appendix X 

Adopted 

Amendments to the International 
Numbering System for Food Additives 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
88 and Appendix XIII 

Adopted 

Specifications for the Identity and Purity 
of Food Additives arising from the 63rd 
JECFA meeting 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
114 and Appendix XVI 

Adopted 

Revision of the Preamble of the General 
Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in 
Foods (GSCTF) (N09-2004) 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 
128 and Appendix XIX 

Adopted 

Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery 
Products (Shrimps and Prawns; 
Cephalopods; Transport; Retail; and 
relevant Definitions) 

ALINORM 05/28/18; para. 
91 and Appendix III  

Adopted with amendments (see 
para. 47) 

Standard for Rambutan ALINORM 05/28/35; para. 
89 and Appendix VI 

Adopted 

Principles for Electronic Certification ALINORM 05/28/30; para. 
37 and Appendix II 

Adopted (for inclusion as an 
annex to CAC/GL 38-2001) (see 
para. 48) 

Amendment to the Standard for Named 
Vegetable Oil; Amendement of 
Sesameseed Oil 

ALINORM 05/28/17; para. 
45 and Appendix III 

Adopted 

Regional Guidelines for Codex Contact 
Points and National Codex Committees 
(Near East Region) 

ALINORM 05/28/40; para. 
66 and Appendix V 

Adopted 
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Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 
Maximum Residue Levels for Pesticides  ALINORM 05/28/24; paras 

77- 213 and Appendix III 
Adopted 

Maximum Residue Levels for 
Pesticides – Spices 

ALINORM 05/28/24; Paras 
177 – 182 and Appendix IV 

Adopted 

Guidelines on the Use of Mass 
Spectrometry (MS) for Identification, 
Confirmation and Quantitative 
Determination of Residues 

ALINORM 05/28/24; para. 
228 and Appendix X 

 

Adopted 

New Codes and Numbers for Commodities 
with Adopted MRLs 

ALINORM 05/28/24; para. 
268 and Appendix XI 

Adopted 

Maximum Residue Limits for Veterinary 
Drugs 

ALINORM 05/28/31; para. 
92 and Appendix III 

Adopted 

Code of Practice to Minimize and 
Contain Antimicrobial Resistance 

ALINORM 05/28/31; para. 
117 and Appendix VIII 

Adopted 

Minimum Brix Level for 
Reconstituted Juice and Reconstituted 
Purée and Minimum Juice and/or Purée 
Content for Fruit Nectars (% v/v) 
lemon, lime, orange and pineapple 
juices/nectars  

ALINORM 05/28/39; para. 
105 and Appendix IV  

Adopted with amendments (see 
paras. 67 - 68) 

 

Part 3. Standards and Related Texts Adopted at Step 5 of the Accelerated Procedure 
 

Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 
Revised Table 1 of the Recommended 
International Code of Practice for the 
Storage and Transport of the Edible Fats 
and Oils in Bulk 

ALINORM 05/28/17; para. 
52 and Appendix II 

Adopted 
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APPENDIX VI 

LIST OF DRAFT STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS ADOPTED AT STEP 5 BY THE 
TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 
Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 

Draft revised Preamble of the GSFA  ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 64 
and Appendix VII  

Adopted 

Draft Maximum Level for Total Aflatoxins in 
unprocessed almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios 

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 141 
and Appendix XXII  

Adopted 

Draft Maximum Levels for Cadmium in 
marine bivalve molluscs (excluding oysters 
and scallops) and in cephalopods (without 
viscera) and in polished rice  

ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 175 
and Appendix XXVI  

Adopted 

Draft Standard for Sturgeon Caviar ALINORM 05/28/18; para. 148 
and Appendix VI 

Adopted 

Draft Guidelines on the Application of 
General Principles of Food Hygiene to the 
Control of Listeria monocytogenes in Ready-
to-eat Foods 

ALINORM 05/28/13; para. 98 
and Appendix II 

 

Adopted 

Draft Principles and Guidelines for the 
Conduct of Microbiological Risk Management 

ALINORM 05/28/13; para. 132 
and Appendix III 

Adopted 

Draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Eggs and 
Egg Products 

ALINORM 05/28/13; para. 156 
and Appendix IV 

Adopted 

Draft Amendment to the Standard for Named 
Vegetable Oils; Inclusion of Rice Bran Oil 

ALINORM 05/28/17; para. 43 
and Appendix V 

Adopted 

Draft Regional Standard for Canned Humus 
with Tehena (Processed Chick Peas with 
Tehena) 

ALINORM 05/28/40; para. 34 
and Appendix II 

Adopted 

Draft Regional Standard for Canned Foul 
Medames (Processed Fava Beans) 

ALINORM 05/28/40; para. 43 
and Appendix III 

Adopted 

Draft Regional Standard for Tehena ALINORM 05/28/40; para. 53 
and Appendix IV 

Adopted 

Draft Codex Standard for Processed Tomato 
Concentrates 

ALINORM 05/28/27; para. 48 
and Appendix II 

Adopted 

Draft Codex Standard for Preserved Tomatoes ALINORM 05/28/27; para. 76 
and Appendix III 

Adopted 

Draft Codex Standard for Certain Canned 
Citrus Fruits 

ALINORM 05/28/27; para. 89 
and Appendix IV 

Adopted 

Draft Maximum Residue Limits for 
Pesticides 

ALINORM 05/28/24; Appendix 
VI 

Adopted 

Draft MRLs for Pesticides for Dried Chili 
Peppers including the MRL for Spices 

ALINORM 05/28/24; paras 179; 
183 – 188 and Appendix VII 

Adopted 
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Standards and Related Texts Reference Status 

Draft Guidelines on the Estimation of 
Uncertainty of Results 

ALINORM 05/28/24; para. 192 
and Appendix XII 

Adopted 

Draft Risk Analysis Principles Applied by the 
Committee on Pesticide Residues 

ALINORM 05/28/24; para. 209 
and Appendix XIII 

Adopted 

Draft Maximum Residue Limits for Veterinary 
Drugs 

ALINORM 05/28/31; Appendix 
V 

Adopted 
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APPENDIX VII 

LIST OF STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS REVOKED BY THE TWENTY-EIGHTH 
SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 
Standards and Related Texts Reference 

Food additive provisions in the General Standard for Food Additives ALINORM 05/28/12; para. 49 and 
Appendix XI 

General Principles for the Use of Food Additives CAC/MISC 1 – 1972; ALINORM 
05/28/12; para. 55 

Recommended International Code of Practice for Shrimps and Prawns CAC/RCP 17-197818; ALINORM 
05/28/18, para. 91, Appendix III 

Recommended International Code of Practice for Cephalolods CAC/RCP 37-19891; ALINORM 
05/28/18, para. 91, Appendix III 

Recommended International Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Meat CAC/RCP 11-1976, Rev. 1 (1993) 

Recommended International Code of Hygienic Practice for Game CAC/RCP 29-1983, Rev. 1 (1993) 

Recommended International Code for Ante-Mortem and Post-Mortem 
Inspection of Slaughter Animals and for Ante-Mortem and Post-
Mortem Judgment of Slaughter Animals and Meat 

CAC/RCP 41-1993 

Recommended International Code of Hygienic Practice for Processed 
Meat and Poultry Products 

CAC/RCP 13-1976, Rev. 1 (1985) 

Recommended Code of Hygienic Practice for Poultry Processing CAC/RCP 14-1976 

Recommended International Code of Practice for the Production, 
Storage and Composition of Mechanically Separated Meat Intended 
for Further Processing 

CAC/RCP 32-1993 

General Principles for Meat Hygiene CAC/GL 52-2003 

Maximum Residue Limits for Pesticides ALINORM 05/28/24; Appendix 
VIII (with the exception of MRLs 
for deltamethrin (135) in leafy 
vegetables) 

Maximum Residue Limits for Carbadox ALINORM 05/28/31; para. 27 

                                                      
18  To be replaced by revised provisions in the Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery Products 
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All individual standards for fruit juices and nectars and related texts, 
including provisions for methods of analysis and sampling, as 
contained in Volume 6 of the Codex Alimentarius19 

ALINORM 05/28/39; para. 106;  
CX/STAN 44 through 49 (1981) ,  
CX/STAN 63 through 64 (1981),  
CX/STAN 82 through 85 (1981), 
CX/STAN 101 (1981),  
CX/STAN 120 through 122 (1981), 
CX/STAN 134 (1981), 
CX/STAN 138 through 139 (1983) 
CX/STAN 148 through 149 (1985) 
CX/STAN 161 and 164 (1989) 
CAC/GL 11 and 12 (1991) 

                                                      
19 The Codex General Standard for Vegetable Juices (Codex STAN 179-1991) was revoked by the 26th Session of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission (ALINORM 03/41, para. 213 and App. VII.   
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APPENDIX VIII 

LIST OF STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS ADOPTED AS NEW WORK BY THE 
TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 

RESPONSIBLE 
COMMITTEE STANDARD AND RELATED TEXTS JOB CODE20 

 

CCFO 

 

Proposed Draft Amendment to the Codex Standard for Named 
Vegetable  Oil; Amendment to Total Carotenoids in Unbleached Palm 
Oil - Accelerated Procedure 

N01-2005 

CCFFP Proposed Draft Code of Practice on the Processing of Scallop Meat N02-2005 

CCFFV Proposed Draft Standard for “Bitter” Cassava N03-2005 

CCFICS 
Proposed Draft Principles for the Application of Traceability/Product 
Tracing in the Context of Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems 

N04-2005 

CCFICS Proposed Draft Revision of the Codex Guidelines for Generic Official 
Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates N05-2005 

CCASIA Proposed Draft Regional Standard for Non-Fermented Soybean 
Products N06-2005 

CCFAC Proposed Draft Revision of the “Class Names and International 
Numbering System for Food Additives - CAC/GL 36-1989 N07-2005 

CCFAC 

Proposed Draft Appendix to the Code of Practice for the Prevention and 
Reduction of Aflatoxin Contamination in Tree Nuts to address 
additional measures for the prevention and reduction of Aflatoxins in 
Brazil Nuts 

N08-2005 

CCFAC 
Proposed Draft Code of Practice for the Reduction of Chloropropanols 
during the Production of acid-Hydrolyzed Vegetable Proteins (HVPs) 
and Products that Contain acid-HVPs 

N09-2005 

CCFL 
Proposed Draft Definition of Trans-Fatty Acids (Amendment to the 
General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods and the the 
Guidelines on Nutrition Labelling) - Accelerated Procedure  

N10-2005 

CCPR Proposed Draft Revision of the MRL Elaboration Procedure N11-2005 

CCPR Priority List of Chemicals for Evaluation and Re-evaluation by JMPR Ongoing 

CCRVDF Priority List of Veterinary Drugs requiring Evaluation or Re-evaluation Ongoing 

CCGP 
Proposed Draft Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: duration of the 
term of office of the Members of the Executive Committee Procedure 

                                                      
20    The Job Code will be used to facilitate the Critical Review, namely monitoring progress of standards development. 
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APPENDIX IX 

LIST OF DISCONTINUED WORK BY THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE 
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

 

RESPONSIBLE 
COMMITTEE STANDARD AND RELATED TEXTS 

CCRVDF 
Draft and proposed draft MRLs for phoxim (in cattle tissues and cow’s milk), 
cefuroxime (in cow’s milk), cypermethrin (in sheep tissues) and alpha-
cypermethrin (in cattle and sheep tissues and cow’s milk) 

CCPFV Draft Standard for Soy Sauce 

CCGP Revision of the Definition of “Food” in the Procedural Manual 

 



ALINORM 05/28/41 
Appendix IX 

 

 

124

APPENDIX X 

CURRENT CHAIRMANSHIP OF CODEX SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

 

Code Subsidiary Body Host Status 

CX 703 Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products New Zealand Active 

CX 708 Codex Committee on Cocoa Products and Chocolate Switzerland Sine die 

CX 709 Codex Committee on Fats and Oils United Kingdom Active 

CX 710 Codex Committee on Sugars United Kingdom Sine die 

CX 711 Codex Committee on Food Additives and Contaminants The Netherlands Active 

CX 712 Codex Committee on Food Hygiene United States of 
America 

Active 

CX 713 Codex Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables United States of 
America 

Active 

CX 714 Codex Committee on Food Labelling Canada Active 

CX 715 Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling Hungary Active 

CX 716 Codex Committee on General Principles France Active 

CX 718 Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues The Netherlands Active 

CX 719 Codex Committee on Natural Mineral Waters Switzerland Sine die 

CX 720 Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special 
Dietary Uses 

Germany Active 

CX 722 Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products Norway Active 

CX 723 Codex Committee on Meat Hygiene New Zealand Sine die 

CX 728 Codex Committee on Vegetable Proteins Canada Sine die 

CX 729 Codex Committee on Cereals, Pulses and Legumes United States of 
America 

Sine die 

CX 730 Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in 
Foods 

United States of 
America 

Active 

CX 731 Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Mexico Active 

CX 733 Codex Committee on Food Import and Export 
Certification and Inspection Systems 

Australia Active 

     

Ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Force established by the 27th Session of the Commission 

     CX 802 ad hoc Codex Intergovernmental Task Force on Foods derived from Biotechnology  Japan 

 

 

 

 


