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1.
to 8th October 1965 in Paris under the Chairmanship of Mr, Souverain. 54
delegates and observers were present representing 17 countrics and 6 Inter—
national Organlzatlono.< The meeting was convened by the Government of France

and opened by Profeosor M. Cépdde, Mr. C, Toubeau acted as Secretary to the
Meeting.
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JOIﬁT,FAO/WHO PROGRAM ON FOOD STANDARDS
) CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION
Third Session, Rome, 19-29 October 1965

FIRST MEETING OF THE CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES
. Pd»is, 4~8 October 1965

REPORT

The Codex Committee on General Principles held its First Meetlng 4th

- The Committee'’s terms of reference

At the Second. 808310n of the Codex Alimentarius Commission the follow—

ing terms of Toforence were established for the Codex Committee on General
Pr1n01p1esoﬂ The Commlttoe should cxamine and make recommendations to the
Comm1ss;on ong

3.

(a) the gcneraW pr1nc1ples of the¢ Codex Alimentarius 1nclud1ng the
purpose and scope of the Codexs
_(bg the nature and type of standards to be included;
(c¢).the definitions a and terminology to be employed in the Codex
© Alimentarius, and - ..
(d) others matters contained in paragraphs 49~51 and 52 of the Report
'~ of the Sccond Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

Plan of work
The following plan of Work was adopted on a proposal of the delegation

of the Unlted Kingdoms

I. General principles of the Codex Allmentar1u°
(1) Purpose of the Codex Alimentarius
§2 Scope of the Codex Alimentarius
3) UNature of Codex Standards
(4) Relations with other International Organizations

II. General pr1n01ples of Food Legislation
(1 Definition
(2) Other matters

ITT. iegal Scope of the Codex Alimentarius
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4o General Pruqo”p1 es ‘of {the Codex Alimentarius
The Committee agreed to recommend to the Codex Alimentarius Commission
the texts of the purpose and scope of the Codex, the nature of Codex standards
and the methods of acoentauoo, which ¢ *cattached as Appendix I to this dooument.
The Committee concluded that a single type of standard would be suitable
for the future work of the Commission and agreecd that this single Codex
standard should replace !"trading"” and "minimum platform'" standards. The Com-
mittee recognized that Codex standards might be elaborated and accepted,
according to circuastances, on a world-wide, regional or group~of-country
basis T

5e Relationg with invernational organirzations .
The Commitbteo ais cussed the relations which should exis+ among the Codex
Mimentarius Commission and othor international orpanlzatlon In order to

achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius 1t was considered necessary
for the Codex Alimentarius Commission to initiate, simplify and coordinate
work on international food standards by mutual cooperation with other bodies
working in.‘this field without- any design %o interfere within theé proper
jurisdicticn of such bodies '

6.

et .nalysis and Sampling | A
The German delegation informed the meeting that the Committee on Methods
of Analysis considered sampling to come within ite terms of reference. = This
was epprovel of by all delegates and it was decided to recommend to the Com~
mission the wideuln cf the terms of reference as-necessary and to rename

the committec "Colox Commitiee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling'.

Te iitions of Terms in the bode Alimentarius

it'wwé“'v4oeo that goveraments should be asked to comment on- the words
that should e defined for the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius and what .
these definitions should be., A small worklng group would study these govern~
mensv comment:s cnd the summary of replies to a guestionneire on this subJ act
and wvould s % its report do the second meeting of the Committee if the

Comuiseion wore to recommend such a farther meeting.

8.  Definition of Food Legislation Terms ~

The abovs me entioned. meeting of the Cedex CommLttee oould also take into
ecoount the full sunmery of replics to the gquestionnaire on national food
1eg1slacwon hich was being prepared by the Loglslatlon Research Branch of
FAO witnr the eim »f cons 1detwnw wha't general prln01ple> of food legislation
should Te sted in the Codex Alimeniarius.

el _co-operation in food inspectiion

i roed ihet further consideration should be given to the questlon
of cooperation between governments on the proper implementation of the Codex
and that goverrment comments should be invited on this subject.

-
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APPENDIX I

| GUNERAL PRINCIPLLS OF THZ CODEX ALIMENTARIUS

. Purpose ofzthe Codex Alimentarius

1. The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally adopted
food standards presented in a uniform manner, These Tood standards ain
at protecting consumers' health and ensuring fair practices in the food
trade. Their publication is$ intended to guide and promote the elaboration
and establishment of definitions and requirements for foods, to assist in
their harmonization and in so doing to facilitate international trade.,

Scope of the Codex Alimentarius

\

2. The Codex Alimentarius is-to include:standards for all the principal
foods, whethér processed, semi-processed or raw, for distribution to the
consumer. Materials for further processing into foods should be included
to the extent necessary to achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius
as defined. - The Codex Alimentarius is to include provisions in respect
of food hygiene, food additives, pesticide residues, contaminants, labelling
and presentation, methods of analysis and sampling.

Nature of Codex'Standards

3. Codex Standards contain requirements for food aimed at ensuring
for the consumer a sound, wholesome food product free from adulteration,
correctly labelled and presented. In particular a Codex Standard for a
given food product lays down the special requirements for that product,
it being understood that the general provisions contained in the Codex
Alimentarius shall apply except to the extent otherwise expressly providod
for in a specific standard.

A Codex Standard should, therefore, for any food or foods:

(1) incorporate by reference the applicable hygione, labelling, methods
of analysis and other general provisions adopted by the Commission, and
(2) specify in whole or in part the follewing criteria, as appropriate:

(a) Product designation, definition and compogition.-
These should describe and define the food (including its
scientific name when necessary) and cover compositional r
requirements which may include quality criteria.

(b) Hygiene reguirements.- These should include such Tactors
as specific sanitary and other protective measures and safe~
guards to assure a sound, wholesome, and marketable product.

(c) Weight and measurc requirements, such as fill of container,
weight, measure or count of units based on an appropriate
méthod or criterium. :
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(d) Labelling requirements.— These should include specific
requirements for labelling and presentation.

(e) Samplinz, testing and analytical methods.~ These should -
cover specific sampling, testing and analytical procedures.

Acceptance of Codex Standards

4., A Codex Standard so defined may be accepted by a country - in

respect of trade and distribution of the food within its territory - in

its entirety, or accepted with a declaration of more stringent requirements,
or accepted as a target which will be put into effect after a stated number
of years. Acceptance in its entirety or target acceptance would imply

an undertaking by the importing country not to hinder within its territorial
Jurisdiction the distribution of food which conforms to the standard by

any legal provisiongs relating to the health of the consumer or to other

food standard matters.




